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PROGRAM OVERVIEW





 The Fulton County Arts Council partnered with the Fulton County Juvenile Court in September 1996 to implement the Art-at-Work program.   Understanding the need to be proactive rather than reactive, the court has   referred 30 youth, ages 14-16, who are status offenders exhibiting one of the earliest signs of problem behavior, truancy, that will progress to juvenile delinquency and subsequent incarceration without proper intervention.  





 Of these 30 youth, 15 participate in our two year youth arts program, Art-at-Work, and the other 15 comprised a control group that does not participate in the program in order to measure the impact of our arts program in reducing adolescent problem behaviors associated with juvenile delinquency.  





These two groups have been evaluated over the course of the first year of the program through analysis of their juvenile court and school records, and participant surveys.  The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention’s evaluation consultants, Caliber Associates, in in the process of analyzing the data collected in Art-at-Work during this first year.  During the second year of the program, the evaluation will be completed and these results will be shared through a multi-media tool kit for national implementation of Art-at-Work.





Based on the successful summer model developed in 1995, this year round version of Art-at-Work is designed to: 





	 provide youth with sequential arts instruction in various arts disciplines;





	 pay participants an hourly wage for creating art;





 teach youth the business and entrepreneurial aspects of the arts as youth are involved in a ll aspects of production, marketing and sale of their work;


	


 provide youth with the necessary job skills to become productive members of the workforce and contribute to the economy;





	 provide youth with a sense of accomplishment, thus increasing their self esteem.  





These elements work in combination to reduce truancy, recidivism and juvenile delinquency. 








 The tools and knowledge the youth gain in this program will undoubtedly benefit society. Instead of spending their lives in and out of jail cells, these youth will have the skills to be a part of a productive workforce contributing to the tax base of their local Fulton County community.  
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