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1973 Arts Extension Service Strategic plan calls for the creation of a local 

arts council in every city and town in MA

1976 The idea of a state lottery was introduced.

1979 A bill calling for lottery proceeds to be distributed to the cities and 

towns through a system of local cultural councils was passed and 

signed. 

1980s Explosive economic growth in Massachusetts was mirrored in an 

expansion of MCAH programs. 

1982 Massachusetts Arts Lottery Council (MALC) formed.

1983 The Legislature caps revenue distribution to MALC at $3 million 

annually, and votes to distribute the remainder as local aid directly to 

cities and towns. 

1988 Budget debates and advocacy efforts for the arts resulted in the 

merger of the Massachusetts Council for the Arts and Humanities 

and the Massachusetts Arts  Lottery Council into the Massachusetts 

Cultural Council (MCC).
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1998 The MCC was funded at its highest level - $27.4 million.

The Cultural Economic Development Program was launched.

2002 MCCôs budget is cut by 62% - from $19 million to $7.3 

million.

2004 John and Abigail Adams Arts Fund established by the 

Legislature.

2006 Cultural Facilities Fund Established

2007 Film Tax Credit Expanded, Film Office reconfigured.

2008 Creative Industries Director position created.  Creative Economy 

Council legislation passes.

2009 Design Industry Group of MA (DIGMA) launched. First Report of    

Creative Economy Council to Legislature July 1st
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Regional studies in the past ten years:

- The Impact of the Non-Profit Cultural Industries

in Massachusetts 1996

- The Creative Economy Initiative 2000
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The Cultural Economic Development 

Program

1997-2002



Business Resource Team |  877 - BIZ TEAM  |  www.Mass.Gov/BizTeam



Business Resource Team |  877 - BIZ TEAM  |  www.Mass.Gov/BizTeam

- Landmark legislation passed in July, 2006

- Part of major economic stimulus bill

- Broad-based advocacy effort
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ñI must study politics and war that my sons may 
have liberty to study mathematics and 
philosophy. My sons ought to study mathematics 
and philosophy, geography, natural history, 
naval architecture, navigation, commerce, and 
agriculture, in order to give their children a right 
to study painting, poetry, music, architecture, 
statuary, tapestry, and porcelain.ò

- John Adams
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The John and Abigail Adams Arts Program


