








Bridges
As a young city with nascent infrastructure, the City of 
Phoenix has been able to integrate art enhancements into the 
pedestrian bridge design as part of the City’s public art 
master plan.  Since the 1980s, artists, working with project 
engineers, have established several “landmarks” that orient 
freeway travelers through neighborhoods and reflect the 
landscape and/or built environment. Bridge interiors, with 
their interplay of light and shadow, hold meaning for the 
pedestrian as well. 

The light rail bridge over Tempe Town Lake, completed in 
2007, sits alongside the historic Union Pacific Railroad 
Bridge, whose historic status dictated METRO’s design.  The 
design team artist was integral to creating a light rail bridge 
that was at once modern, did not obstruct the view to its 
older neighbor, and still could contribute to the vibrant 
identity of the new Tempe Town Lake, with its popular 
festivals and new developments.

           Flyover Pedestrian Bridge
           Laurie Lundquist
Tempe Public Art Program
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Engineers:  Parsons 
Transportation Group

         Mountain Pass Pedestrian Bridge 
         Laurie Lundquist

Phoenix Office of Arts & Culture 
Public Art Program
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Engineers: SVR, Inc.

           Paradise Pedestrian Bridge
           Linnea Glatt &
HDR Engineering, Inc.
Phoenix Office of Arts & Culture
Public Art Program
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           Sine Waves
           Al Price

Phoenix Office of Arts & Culture
Public Art Program
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Engineers:  SVR, Inc.

           Tempe Town Lake Bridge
           Buster Simpson

Valley Metro Rail
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Engineers:  T.Y. Lin, Inc.

           Isaac Pedestrian Bridge
           Rosemary Lonewolf 
with Leticia Huerta 

Phoenix Office of Arts & Culture
Public Art Program
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and Jacobs Engineering

           Grasshopper Bridge
           James Carpenter
with Engineers Jerry Cannon,
Cannon & Associates

14            Grovers Ave. Pedestrian Bridge
           Kim Cridler

Phoenix Office of Arts & Culture
Public Art Program
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Phoenix Office of Arts & Culture
Public Art Program

Aztec Engineering
Phoenix Office of Arts & Culture



Light Rail

-

          Polishing the Desert
          Laurie Lundquist
Valley Metro Rail
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          Landmark (The Crossing)
          Ilan Averbuch
Valley Metro Rail
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          Stories from the City
          Stephen Farley
Valley Metro Rail
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          Identity Theft
          Jamex & Einar de la Torre
Valley Metro Rail
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In 2008, Valley Metro 
completed a 20-mile 
light rail system 
connecting Phoenix, 
Tempe and west Mesa. 
The $1.4 billion project 
was funded by bond 
and federal money and 
involved artists from the 
start.

The $6.4 million art program budget was drawn from 
each METRO member cities’ capital improvement 
“percent for arts” dollars and matching federal funds 
made available by the Federal Transit Administration’s 
“Design and Art in Public Transportation Projects” 
circular of 1995.

Parts of the Phoenix portion of the light rail run over the 
original Arizona trolley system started in the late 1880s. 
Just as turn-of-the-century communities evolved as a 
result of trolley-driven “transit-oriented development” 
the modern system is part of a downtown renaissance 
in Phoenix, Tempe and Mesa fostering urban growth 
over desert sprawl. Recognizing the importance of 
neighborhood identity, artists created distinct 
“ c o m m u n i t y - d r i v e n ” 
stations. 

Each of the over 28 artists 
incorporated the history 
and issues unique to their 
station’s specific area to 
create truly place-making 
artwork that is integral to 
the success of the system.



          Here We Are
          Mary Lucking
Valley Metro Rail
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          Spirit of Inquiry
          Norie Sato & Bill Will
Valley Metro Rail
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          Hands
          Zhao Suikang
Valley Metro Rail
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          Saguaro Soul
          Dan Corson
Valley Metro Rail
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          ENERGIZE
          Benson Shaw
Valley Metro Rail

25

          Points of View
          Christine Bourdette
Valley Metro Rail
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Thanks to all the civil engineers, structural engineers, architec ts and landscap e architects who have toi led countless  hours
teasi ng our simple sketches,  models, words and hand gestures into precise draw ings…and thank you to the fabricators,
contractors and laborers who have turned our mu sings into reali ty…

CANALS AND GREENBELTS
Sunn yslope Canal Demonstration Project
Paul Friedberg, Steve Martino, L.A., Doug Hollis, Jackie
Ferrara, artists, Phoenix Offic e of Arts & C ulture (POAC),
Public Art P rogram
Sole ri Bridge (in progress) CAID, fabricators, Paolo Soleri,
architec t, Sc ottsdale Public A rt (SPA)
Marina Water Muse, Roger Dybas, L.A., Michael Baker Jr,
Civil engineers, Laurie Lundquist, Te mpe Arts Commission
RIio Salado Linear Park, Moore Swic k L.A., Laurie
Lundquist, Tempe Public A rt Commi ssion
Laveen Conveyance Channe l, Diane McCloskey, L.A.,
Fernanda D'Agostino and Va lerie Otani, POAC Public  Art
Program
Rippling Waters Bridge,  Art in Metal, Fabricator, Carolyn
Law, artist, Scottsda le Public Art Program
Swimming Dream , HDR inc. Engineers, Dan Hoffman,
Studio MA A rchi tects, Laurie Lundquist, artist , Scottsdale
Public Art
Terraced  Casc ade, Winterbottom Design, Black and
Veatch engineers, Ten Eyck, L.A., GB2 L.A., Lorna Jordan,
artist, Scot tsdale Public Art
Wate r Works at Arizona Falls, Harries/Heder Collaborative
with Ste ve Martino, landscape archi tect
POAC Public Art Program
Amur S erenade, Mary Lucking, a rtist,
Bullard Wash Linear Park Wood Patel, civil engineers,
Logan Simpson Design, Landscape Architects, Structural
Grace,  Structural engineers, Laurie Lundquist,
City of Goodyear, Public Art P rogram

BRIDGES
Nisbet Road P edes trian Bridge, M t Pass
SVRinc. St ructural Engineers, Laurie Lundquist, artist
POAC Public Art Program
Paradi se Pedest rian Bridge, HDR Engineering, Inc. Linnea
Glatt, artist, PO AC Public A rt Program
Flyover Pedes trian Bridge, Parsons Transportation Group,
engineers, Laurie Lundquist, artist, Tempe Public Art
Grasshoppe r Bridge,  Jerry Cannon and Associates,
engineering, Stinger Wel ding, Fabricators, James
Carpenter, POAC Public Art Program

Isaac  Pedes trian Bridge,  Jacobs engineering, Rosemary
Lonewolf &  Letici a Huerta, POAC Public Art Program
Grovers Ave. Pedes trian Bridge, Kim Cridler, artist, POAC
Public Art P rogram
Sine Waves,  SVR inc Engineers, Stinger Wel ding
Fabricator, Al Price,  artist, PO AC Public Art Program
Tempe Tow n Lake Bridge, TY Lin international Engineers,
Stinger welding inc, Buster Simpson, Artist,  Valley  Metro
Rail Art Program

LIGHT  RAIL
For information on al l the companies and individuals that
contributed to the art on th e new light rail system,
contact Valley Metro’s art coo rdinator, MB Finne rty.

Panelists’ contact information:
Dianne  Cripe: Go odyear Public Art:dian e.cripe@ goodyear. gov
MB Finne rty ,ValleyMetrol:   mfinnerty@ metrolightrai l.org
Mary Luc king, ar tist:      mar y@ lizarda cres.com
Laurie Lundquist, artist :    laurie@laurielundquist.com

Grovers Avenue Pedestrian Bridge, Aztec Engineering, 
Kim Cridler, artist.POAC Public Art Program

Credit Where Credit is Due


