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March 13, 2007
Dear Members of Congress,

National Dance Education Organization urges members of the House and Senate to seriously consider the educational, cultural, and social benefits of quality arts education in these United States; and support legislation to promote arts education.  The nation faces a great many educational challenges with increases in immigrant populations, rises in inner city and rural poverty levels, and expanded inclusion of differently-abled students and minority populations. Recent evidence documents that Arts Education addresses many of these challenges and insures that, indeed, “No Child is Left Behind.”

As a CoSponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2007, the National Dance Education Organization is the voice for dance arts education with a mission to “advance dance centered in the arts.”  Toward this end, NDEO believes the following actions must be addressed:
· Develop dance programs in schools.
Only 7% of American schools have dance education programs taught by a qualified dance specialist (NCES, 1996) in spite of the fact that Dance is one of the core academic subjects along with Music, Theatre and Visual Arts.  If the art of dance is to be valued in America, children must be educated and exposed to quality dance arts experiences.

· Improve the quality of dance offered.
Much of the dance offered in American schools is recreational dance that involves teaching social dance, square dance, line dance, or folk dance.  There are so few programs that teach the art of dance that in 1997 the National Assessment of Education Progress did not have an adequate sample student population to assess Dance.  The quality of dance education must be greatly improved to develop dance programs in arts education.

· Promote standards-based dance education.
Much of the dance arts education in the United States does not meet the Standards for Learning and Teaching Dance in the Arts.  Dance educators in the public and private sectors must learn about standards-based dance education to insure high standards are met in teaching and learning dance.

· Provide professional development through professional teaching standards and certification.
37 states require Certification in Dance for K-12 education.  The NDEO has recently developed Professional Teaching Standards to insure that dance instructors have sufficient content and pedagogical knowledge to address the learning and teaching of national or local standards in dance education.
· Develop model programs to be replicated.  

The NDEO has developed criteria for model dance education programs.  These programs have implemented excellent standards-based dance education programs taught by a certified and highly qualified dance specialist in a graduated curriculum supported by opportunity-to-learn standards and the administration.  It is imperative to support model programs that can be replicated and implemented in schools across the nation.  
The NDEO believes that every American child has the right to quality dance instruction taught by a certified/highly qualified dance specialist in a graduated and sequential standards-based curriculum.  The fact that only 3% of American Schools provide this means 97% of American students are being left behind in dance.
Sincerely,
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