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CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING
Background

Transmitting arts & culture has been an integral part of public broadcasting since its 
inception.

CPB does not produce programs itself. It is a granting organization.

Over 70% of CPB funding reaches local public TV & radio stations in the form of 
Community Service Grants (CSGs).

On average, CSGs account for 16% of station funding—the rest is raised from state, 
local and private sources.

CPB is advance funded by 2 years.

The previous administration had proposed cuts to CPB in past years. There is no 
current threat to CPB, however, the arts community wants to remain on record about 
the importance of the availability of arts programming through CPB. 



CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING
Talking Points

Public broadcasting provides Americans a broad range of high-quality arts 
and cultural programming.

Public broadcasting brings the arts in to 99% of American households 
through award-winning national programming.

Public television and radio stations serve as a showcase for local artists and 
performers.

Public television airs arts programming that is not available on commercial 
television.

Public television stations go beyond the broadcast to educate their 
communities through innovative partnerships.



CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING
Talking Points, cont.

Americans view public broadcasting as a good investment of public 
dollars.

Digital technology has provided expanded opportunities for public 
broadcasting.

Public television stations are using their new digital spectrum for a 
wide variety of purposes, including multicasting and emergency 
communications.

Public television and radio stations are using new media platforms 
to extend their reach beyond the broadcast.



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
SUBCOMMITTEE ON LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, 
AND EDUCATION

Democrats (11):
David Obey (Wisconsin-7), Chair
Nita Lowey (New York-18)
Rosa DeLauro (Connecticut-3)
Jesse Jackson (Illinois-2)
Patrick Kennedy (Rhode Island-1)
Lucille Roybal-Allard (California-34)
Barbara Lee (California-9)
Michael Honda (California-15)
Betty McCollum (Minnesota-4)
Tim Ryan (Ohio-17)
Jim Moran (Virginia-8)

Republicans (6):
Todd Tiahrt (Kansas-4), 
Ranking Member
Dennis Rehberg (Montana-AL)
Rodney Alexander (Louisiana-5)
Jo Bonner (Alabama-1)
Tom Cole (Oklahoma-4)



SENATE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
SUBCOMMITTEE ON LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, 
AND EDUCATION

Democrats (8):
Tom Harkin (Iowa), Chair
Dan Inouye (Hawaii)
Herbert Kohl (Wisconsin)
Patty Murray (Washington)
Mary Landrieu (Louisiana)
Richard Durbin (Illinois)
Jack Reed (Rhode Island)
Mark Pryor (Arkansas)

Republicans (6):
Arlen Specter (Pennsylvania), 
Ranking Member
Thad Cochran (Mississippi)
Judd Gregg (New Hampshire)
Kay Bailey Hutchison (Texas)
Richard Shelby (Alabama) 
Lamar Alexander (Tennessee
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Important policy statement
The performing arts community recognizes the benefits of greater
access to the internet and encourages innovations that expand 
connectivity for everyone. Public policy is already moving strongly in 
this direction, and we understand and embrace this position. We are 
not advocating against White Space devices. We are advocating to 
become licensed users of the spectrum and that while the FCC 
pursues innovation and greater access, our sector does not suffer.
Shared use of a re-allocated broadcast spectrum, with all devices 
working properly, is our goal. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Complicated issue: What’s it all about?

Soon, the television industry will transition to digital transmission, 
which will open up certain “white spaces” in the broadcast spectrum. 

The consumer electronics industry sought a ruling from the FCC to 
allow new electronic hand-held devices, such as PDA’s, cordless 
phones and even newer technologies to operate in these 
frequencies. 

Performing arts venues have operated wireless microphones and 
audio systems in this “white space” spectrum for 35 years. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
White Space - What’s the problem?

The new electronic devices were approved by the FCC in a November, 
2008 vote. The FCC Rule and Order were published in the Federal Register 
in February, 2009. In other words, the FCC voted to open the White Spaces 
to new devices. 

The new devices could pose a threat to performing arts technology. There 
could be interference in our systems from these new devices.

There are 3 uses of this wireless technology in the performing arts:
• Infrared technology used for hearing impaired patrons
• Amplification of performers’ voices, allowing unrestricted movement onstage 

along with sophisticated sound
• Communications backstage among stagehands

All of these uses could suffer interference from the new devices.



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

What’s happening now? 
The FCC has an internal Appeals process
• It is called a Petition for Reconsideration
• About 20 entities have filed Petitions
• There will be a public reply comment period in which more entities are 

expected to file
Many organizations continue to urge the FCC Chairman to preserve
the ability of wireless microphones used in the performing arts to 
operate without interference.
• As new devices are developed, they will have to be tested by the FCC, 

before they can be approved for sale
• Organizations continue to urge the FCC to conduct adequate testing 

before permitting new devices to operate in the White Space spectrum



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

What We’re Doing Now:

Performing arts organizations are asking the FCC to include them in 
the list of entities that are eligible to apply for a license. Until now, 
only broadcast entities have been eligible.
When the FCC voted to open the White Space to new devices, they 
included certain protections for incumbent users. These protections 
will most likely only be supported for entities that have a license. So, 
it is important, now more than ever, for performing arts organizations 
to be eligible to apply for a license to operate their wireless 
microphones. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

What We’re Doing Now:

We are hoping the FCC will not only establish a way for performing 
arts organizations to be 
• Licensed
• But will also make sure the technical protections actually work
We therefore have no ‘ask’ of Congress. Our attention is on the FCC
• If the FCC internal processes do not meet our needs – we will be back to 

Congress
• Our Members of Congress need to be kept informed so that we can ask 

for their help in the future, if we need to



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE
Democrats (36):

Henry A. Waxman (California-30), Chair
John D. Dingell, (Michigan-15)
Edward J. Markey (Massachusetts-7)
Rick Boucher (Virginia-9)
Frank Pallone (New Jersey-6)
Bart Gordon (Tennessee-6)
Bobby L. Rush (Illinois-1)
Anna G. Eshoo (California-14)
Bart Stupak (Michigan-1)
Eliot L. Engel (New York-17)
Gene Green (Texas-29)
Diana DeGette (Colorado)
Lois Capps (California-23)
Michael F. Doyle (Pennsylvania-14)
Jane Harman (California-36)
Janice D. Schakowsky (Illinois-9)
Charles A. Gonzalez (Texas-20)
Jay Inslee (Washington-1)
Tammy Baldwin (Wisconsin-2)
Mike Ross (Arkansas-4)
Anthony D. Weiner (New York-9)
Jim Matheson (Utah-2)
George K. Butterfield (North Carolina-1)
Charles Melancon (Louisiana-3)
John Barrow (Georgia-12)
Baron P. Hill (Indiana-9)
Doris Okada Matsui (California-5)
Donna Christensen (Virgin Islands-AL)
Katherine Castor (Florida-11)
John P. Sarbanes (Maryland-3)
Christopher S. Murphy (Connecticut-5)
Zachary T. Space (Ohio-18)
Jerry McNerney (California-11)
Betty Sutton (Ohio-13)
Bruce L. Braley (Iowa-1)
Peter F. Welch (Vermont-AL)

Republicans (23):
Joe Barton (Texas-6), Ranking Member
Ralph M. Hall (Texas-4)
Fred Upton (Michigan-6)
Cliff Stearns (Florida-6)
Nathan Deal (Georgia-9)
Ed Whitfield (Kentucky-1)
John Shimkus (Illinois-19)
John G. Shadegg (Arizona-3)
Roy Blunt (Missouri-7)
Steve Buyer (Indiana-4)
George Radanovich (California-19)
Joseph R. Pitts (Pennsylvania-16)
Mary Bono Mack (California-45)
Greg Walden (Oregon-2)
Lee Terry (Nebraska-2)
Mike Rogers (Michigan-8)
Sue Wilkins Myrick (North Carolina-9)
John A. Sullivan (Oklahoma-1)
Timothy F. Murphy (Pennsylvania-18)
Michael C. Burgess (Texas-26)
Marsha W. Blackburn (Tennessee-7)
J. Philip Gingrey (Georgia-11)
Steve J. Scalise (Louisiana-1)



SENATE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION

Democrats (14):
John Rockefeller (West Virginia), Chair
Daniel K. Inouye (Hawaii)
John F. Kerry (Massachusetts)
Byron L. Dorgan (North Dakota)
Barbara Boxer (California)
Bill Nelson (Florida)
Maria Cantwell (Washington)
Frank Lautenberg (New Jersey)
Mark L. Pryor (Arkansas)
Claire McCaskill (Missouri)
Amy Klobuchar (Minnesota)
Tom Udall (New Mexico)
Mark Warner (Virginia)
Mark Begich (Alaska)

Republicans (11):
Kay Bailey Hutchinson (Texas), 
Ranking Member
Olympia J. Snowe (Maine)
John Ensign (Nevada)
Jim DeMint (South Carolina)
David Vitter (Louisiana)
John Thune (South Dakota)
Roger F. Wicker (Mississippi)
Johnny Isakson (Georgia)
Sam Brownback (Kansas)
Mel Martinez (Florida)

Mike Johanns (Nebraska) 


