
 

 

 
 

 

Paducah, KY Cultural District Profile: Historic Downtown & Lower Town Arts District

OVERVIEW
Paducah is a vibrant historic rivertown with a population of 25,000 located at the confluence 
of the Ohio and Tennessee Rivers in western Kentucky. Home to the internationally celebrated 
National Quilt Museum, Paducah offers an authentic cultural experience for visitors from across 
the globe. A recently designated UNESCO Creative City, Paducah’s cultural attractions are a 
collection of museums and socially inclusive artforms that foster relationships and connectivity 
with creative individuals from diverse regions of the world. 

Paducah’s dynamic arts and entertainment scene features live theater and music, working artists, 
museums, galleries, boutiques, green spaces and a sparkling nightlife. The Historic Downtown and 
Lower Town Arts District are the heartbeat of Paducah–revealing the character and spirit that makes 
Paducah uniquely and creatively distinctive. These joint areas, designated a Cultural District by the 
Kentucky Arts Council, attract an excess of 500,000 patrons annually, offering a cultural variety 
unmatched in the region. 

HISTORY
From its early beginnings, Paducah’s strategic 
location has attributed to its growth in the area of 
trade and commerce and has been the anchor that 
established it as a mecca for explorers, pioneers, 
entrepreneurs, educators, scientists and artists. Its 
robust history, beginning with the early settlers, is 
dramatically portrayed in Paducah “Wall to Wall” 
murals, a private sector sponsored public art project 
painted on the City’s floodwall. As pictured in the 
1940s Broadway Scene, brick streets and turn of the 
19th century 
architecture reveal a downtown area that was the 
center for retail, business and entertainment activi-
ties. But like many cities whose quaint, privately-owned retail establishments were devastated by 
the expansion of malls and shopping areas within easy accessibility from the interstates, Paducah’s 
downtown became a deserted reflection of its prosperous past.

Today, a look at Paducah’s current Cultural District reveals a creative place that artistically blends 
its preservation efforts with progressive, innovative pursuits. The spirit of the community is visually 
evident in its downtown revitalization accomplishments, where historic structures house museums, 
urban boutiques, and one-of-a-kind eateries and where a once grey concrete floodwall is now the 
canvas for more than 50 life-sized murals depicting Paducah’s colorful past. These characteristics 
were recognized by the National Trust for Historic Preservation in February 2011, as Paducah was 
named one of the 2011 Dozen Distinctive Destinations.

1940s Broadway Scene - Paducah “Wall to Wall” 
floodwall murals by Robert Dafford
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RECLAIMING DOWNTOWN
Paducah’s creative placemaking efforts build upon nearly three decades of community focus on 
historic preservation and the development of cultural assets. From its early downtown revitaliza-
tion undertakings, to the acclaimed Artist Relocation Program and the recent UNESCO Creative 
City designation, each period tells the story of a community that embraces its historic significance 
and builds a brand around its unique cultural identity–an identity that like the creative spirit of its 
inhabitants–continues to adapt and evolve.

In 1987, a group of civic leaders, which included the mayor and the Chamber of Commerce’s first 
Leadership Paducah class, gathered to visualize what downtown could be in 20 years. Their plans 
were grand and their challenges large, but their commitment was strong. With a firm vision and 
well-planned strategy, it’s no surprise that, due to this aggressive grassroots movement, the reality 
of Paducah’s renaissance surpassed expectations. They began by securing $5 million in funds from 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky for several downtown gentrification projects, including prepara-
tion of the site for a quilt museum. Storefront properties, that had been covered up or converted 
into warehouses, were purchased with these and private sector funds and soon became a series of 
local businesses.

From those beginnings, a vibrant revitalization movement 
commenced. The National Quilt Museum of the United 
States (then known as the Museum of the American 
Quilter’s Society) opened in April 1991. Art galleries, 
boutiques, antique shops, restaurants and museums 
appeared as organizations and business owners restored 
and took up residence in the once vacant buildings. The 
momentum continued as the years progressed and the first 
substantial efforts towards a new convention center and 
a performing arts venue soon followed. A $7.6 million 
Paducah Expo Center opened on the eve of the American 
Quilter’s Society (AQS) annual quilt show in April 2002 
and a $50 million Carson Center performing arts venue 
opened in 2004.

The staging and acoustics of the new Car-
son Center are admired by audiences and 
performers alike.
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ARTIST RELOCATION PROGRAM

They’ve come from all over America: Artists from Washington, D.C., San Francisco, even New York City
 have somehow found their way to Paducah, a small Kentucky city on the banks of the Ohio River. 

~ABC News, 2006

In addition to infrastructure improvements, Paducah realized what so many communities through-
out the United States and around the globe discovered: often the greatest natural resource a com-
munity has is the artists and crafts persons who are part of the creative industries sector of the 
economy. These are living resources that are always renewable, or as in Paducah’s case–import-
able.

In March 2000, the City initiated its visionary Artist Relocation Program (ARP), which has become 
a national model for using the arts for economic development. The Program has been featured in 
newspapers across the country, including The Washington Post, Chicago Tribune, The New York 
Times and the Wall Street Journal, and has been written up in numerous national arts and crafts 
magazines.

The ARP implemented a comprehensive approach to the revitalization of Lower Town–a then 
blighted historic neighborhood that had been listed on the National Register for Historic Places. A 
mixed-use zone was already in place, which allowed for business and residential uses to coexist 
in the same community as they did in the late 1800s and early 1900s. Thus, the planning process 
started by developing an inventory of every structure in the neighborhood. This inventory provided 
a solid understanding of the neighborhood, including the existing housing stock, existing and past 
land uses and historically significant structures. 

A series of meetings commenced between the City and the newly re-invigorated Lower Town 
Neighborhood Association as well as residents and interested parties. The community was highly 
involved throughout the process both formally and informally. Ultimately, it was this participation 
that created the neighborhood’s ownership of the plan and created the political support for the 
passage of the Program by elected officials. 

The City allocated marketing funds and hired 
a local artist who was one of the visionaries of 
the Program to work along side a City planner. 
The pair promoted the concept in media out-
lets that targeted American artists. While the 
financial incentives offered by the City were 
limited to dilapidated housing at little cost (of-
ten as low as $1), the intrigue of becoming a 
part of a true artist enclave proved irresistible. 

As a result, the Program recruited artists from across the country that purchased and renovated 
properties in Lower Town and created galleries, studios and living spaces.

Before/after view of 803 Madison Street, now Gallery 5, the 
studio/gallery/residence of William & Patience Renzulli.
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FROM PLAN TO PRODUCT: THE LOWER TOWN ARTS DISTRICT
The Artist Relocation Program was successful in recruiting more than 75 artists/residents/businesses 
to Lower Town…artists who invested more than $30 million (primarily through a generous and in-
novative financing arrangement offered by community partner Paducah Bank) with only $2 million 
of City general fund monies spent in restoring this model community to its previous glory. 

Every component of the plan, including 144 new street lights and increased police patrols, has 
been implemented to date with great success and positive reaction from both the artists and resi-
dents of Lower Town and the community at large. Attitudes of the residents have improved, many 
structures have been completely renovated or brought up to code, new infill construction has 
taken place, and once the studios and galleries opened for business, the aptly renamed “Lower 
Town Arts District” created a welcome addition and new dimension to Paducah’s cultural tourism 
product. 

The 2008 Recession created a difficult climate for the arts and particularly the artists. Travel and 
tourism throughout America declined as gas prices rose and there was a significant drop in the 
number of visitors to the galleries in Lower Town. Without the support of these art patrons (as well 
as other personal or mitigating circumstances) several galleries closed and others reduced their 
hours. As a result, the outward appearance of the once lively atmosphere of the arts district was 
waning. However, even in times of economic duress, the creative spirit not only thrives, but ex-
plores new expressions. Within the walls of the studios and galleries, a renaissance was occurring.

“The once vibrant commercial arts district has quietly evolved into a creative community of work-
ing artists,” notes physician and relocated artist William F. Renzulli in a February 2015 Paducah 
Sun editorial. As the economy improved, visitors returned to the neighborhood but many were 
hesitant to intrude on what appeared to be the homes of Paducah’s artist/entrepreneurs and it was 
very clear that the identity of the once accessible neighborhood needed redefined. “…their pres-
ence is often not visible to visitors.  One issue the artists must address today, individually and as a 
community, is how to make their presence known,” Renzulli noted. 

A newly appointed Arts Advisory Committee has been created that includes Lower Town artists, 
representatives from Paducah Main Street, the Convention and Visitors Bureau and the Paducah 
School of Art and Design to help redefine and rebrand the Lower Town neighborhood. The Com-
mittee meets monthly and several creative solutions, including signage and a rebirth of the month-
ly Second Saturday studio/gallery walk are already in place to identify artists’ studios and help 
visitors connect with them. New seasonal events, including a Meet the Artist day and Fall Art Trail 
will extend beyond the Lower Town Arts District and include other Paducah art groups as well as 
the PSAD students.
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To date the Lower Town Arts District features nearly 50 artists liv-
ing, creating, and conducting workshops in this 26-square block 
area. Many of the artists living there are active in their studios 
and never intended to have regular gallery hours; nor did they 
have expectations for regional support to sustain them. Their 
work can be found in exhibits and private collections around the 
world. The business model of several Lower Town artists consists 
of active attendance at vendor marketplaces and craft shows, 
including the American Craft Council events. Some produce 
work for exclusive Internet sites created for artist to exhibit, sell 
or teach. The neighborhood is also home to a creative cluster of 
writers and musicians, as well as secondary and college level art 
instructors who have working studios. 

PADUCAH SCHOOL OF ART & DESIGN
Community leaders and Lower Town artists have long agreed that an art school was pivotal 
in growing the cultural environment and encouraging artist recruitment and retention. With 
collaboration between the City and West Kentucky Community & Technical College (WKCTC), 
the Paducah School of Art (PSA) opened in Fall 2008.

Attendance numbers far surpassed what was originally anticipated and PSA quickly outgrew 
its rented facilities in the downtown. PSA released a three-phase expansion plan in May 2011. 
Phase I included the purchase of a building for ceramic and small metals classes and an outdoor 
kiln yard. Phase II provided for classroom and studio space for sculpture. Phase III provided for 
visual communications and multimedia, photography, drawing and painting, and the ability to 
add programs in fiber arts and printmaking in the future. 

An artist-in-residence program was initiated during Phase I, first in ceramics and then in sculpture 
with the completion of Phase II. The art school has also experienced great success with their recent 
Master Artist Workshop Series, an expanded program offering which brings in presenters and par-
ticipants from across the country for lectures, demonstrations and weeklong intensive courses for 
interested individuals.

As a division of WKCTC, PSA is the first community college art program in Kentucky to offer an 
Associate in Fine Art degree. In the summer of 2013, PSA absorbed the visual communications and 
multimedia programs  at the college and changed their name to Paducah School of Art & Design 
(PSAD). PSAD also  serves a growing population of non-traditional students and senior learners –
boasting an enrollment of over 485 students talking college-level studio and art history classes.
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Printmaker Freda Fairchild of Studio 
Miska creates original art and offers 
workshops for individuals interested in 
a non-toxic polyester plate lithography.



PSAD broke ground in October 2012 and soon 
completed a $1.8 million renovation that repur-
posed a 6,700 square foot historic property in 
the Lower Town Arts District known as Madison 
Hall to house the school’s ceramics and jewelry 
programs. Since opening that facility in January 
2013, PSAD has also completed construction 
of a new 7,000 square foot sculpture building 
that opened in Fall 2014. They are scheduled to 
complete a $10 million renovation to a 30,000 
square foot historic property that will house its 2D and new 3D design programs in January 2016. 
This final phase of construction was funded through an agency bond issued by the Commonwealth 
in the amount of $7.5 million with a $2.5 million match from private sources. The match was 
achieved in Fall 2014.

Beginning in  September 2011, the Aspen Institute College Excellence Program, an organization 
that offers young-leader fellowships around the globe, named WKCTC one of the Top 10 Com-
munity Colleges in the Nation. The college has achieved this recognition three consecutive times 
and was a Finalist-with-Distinction for the 2015 Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence. 
Selected from 1,123 community colleges nationwide, WKCTC has twice been awarded $100,000 
in Prize funds to support its programs. 

PADUCAH RECEIVES KENTUCKY CULTURAL DISTRICT CERTIFICATION
In 2011, a number of cultural institutions within what was formerly known as the Renaissance Dis-
trict (Historic Downtown and Lower Town Arts District), united to form a cultural alliance. The goal 
was to be a catalyst for efforts to promote the arts and cultural assets of the community. The alli-
ance felt that investing to improve the physical environment, while preserving the integrity of the 
neighborhood would heighten the attraction by residents, artists, and businesses and help promote 
the unique nature of the district to the public. Later that year, the alliance submitted an application 
to the Kentucky Arts Council for inclusion in Kentucky’s Cultural District Certification Program.

In a presentation at the state Capitol in February 2012, Paducah received the Kentucky Cultural 
District Certification award. The Cultural District Certification program is designed to encourage 
community engagement and partnerships that facilitate the stimulation and promotion of local 
cultural, economic, community, tourism and social assets.

The 70-block Cultural District, bounded by the Ohio River to the east, expands through Downtown 
and Lower Town–forming the heart of Paducah. The area encompasses six museums, a world-class 
performing arts venue, arthouse/cinema, public library, farmers’ market, public parks, art instal-
lations and approximately 24 art galleries, retail shops and dining establishments. The Paducah 
School of Art and Design buildings are also located within the parameters of the Cultural District.
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PSAD’s new sculpture facility is located on the Madison 
Hall property in the historic Lower Town Arts District.



Since the 2012 designation as a Cultural District, partner cultural organizations have sought to 
increase the collaboration and marketing efforts of Paducah’s diverse cultural district. Seven arts 
and culture organizations this past year boast that over 410,000 adults and youth benefitted from 
programming at the Carson Center, Maiden Alley Cinema, Market House Theatre, National Quilt 
Museum, Paducah Symphony Orchestra, River Discovery Center and the Yeiser Art Center. Com-
bined, these organizations spent over $6.8 million to produce their programming and directly 
supported more than 181 full-time jobs in our community. The addition of audience and attendee 
economic activity connected to the organizations added $19.8 million, for a total impact of $26.7 
million. This impact supported more than $11.9 million in household income in our community 
and generated $684,138 in local government revenue for the City of Paducah and $2.2 million in 
state government revenue.

CULTURAL TOURISM TO CREATIVE TOURISM: 
AN UNESCO CREATIVE CITY OF CRAFTS AND FOLK ART

Creative Tourism offers visitors the opportunity to develop their creative potential through active participation in courses 
and learning experiences, which are characteristic of the destination where they are undertaken.

~Crispin Raymond & Greg Richards, 2000

The success of Paducah’s Artist Relocation Program created a 
media buzz with arts organizations and city planners across 
the United States. As a result, in 2008 representatives from the 
Paducah Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB), the destination 
marketing organization, were invited to attend an International 
Conference on Creative Tourism in Santa Fe, New Mexico. The 
event organized by the City of Santa Fe (UNESCO City of Crafts 
and Folk Art) in collaboration with the UNESCO Creative Cities 

Network, was labeled a “global conversation and brought together founders of the emerging cre-
ative tourism movement with leaders of creative industries. The goal of the conference was to teach 
participants how to develop “creative tourism” as an economic asset in their home communities. 

Following the conference, a survey of hands-on creative workshops already being offered in 
Paducah was conducted. The results were illuminating! Through classes offered by the Ameri-
can Quilter’s Society throughout the year and at the annual conference, multi-day workshops at 
the National Quilt Museum conducted by internationally acclaimed instructors, and a myriad of 
hands-on experiences available with Lower Town artists, it was estimated that more than 5,000 
people came to Paducah each year from all areas of the world to learn, share or experience a 
hands-on creative activity or event. It was clear that creative tourism, an offshoot of cultural tour-
ism, was gaining momentum and had the potential to bring a desirable economic benefit to the 
destination as well as many of its individual artists.
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Paducah’s role as a hub of creative activity is not limited to tourism alone. There is a fundamental 
belief on the part of community leaders in the role of the creative industries in the City’s present 
and future. In September 2009, the Board of Commissioners of the City of Paducah passed a 
resolution affirming its position in support of an application for acceptance in the UNESCO 
Creative Cities Network.

After an extended application process, on November 21, 2013, the announcement was made that 
UNESCO had designated Paducah, Kentucky, a member of the Creative Cities Network in the area 
of Crafts and Folk Art. 

The UNESCO designation positions Paducah as a global leader. Recognition by UNESCO 
demonstrates the credibility of the City’s leadership in connecting cultures around the world 
through creativity. It has generated a new platform to educate the tourism industry, national arts 
community and government officials on the value of creativity, creative strategy and the Creative 
Cities Network.

NEW OPPORTUNITES IN DESTINATION MARKETING
The Visitors Bureau targets cultural enthusiasts with its marketing, media and public relations 
campaigns. In addition to cultural tourists, the CVB conducts a separate niche market campaign 
that targets quiltmakers and fiber artists. This campaign has been highly successful and exceeds 
the normal averages of engagement figures due to the connectivity and passionate interest of its 
audience.

Paducah CVB translates the creative tourism value of the UNESCO designation to put the City on 
the map through destination branding. Hands-on workshops, creative experiences, attractions and 
performing arts are among the opportunities for visitors to be inspired and connect with their own 
creativity–creative tourism at its best! 

Major media outlets around the world have spotlighted Paducah’s creative economy. The City’s 
cultural pedigree is drawing attention with an array of national and international coverage:

• National Geographic listed Paducah fifth on its list of the Traveler 50: World’s Smartest Cities
• USA Today noted Paducah as the top place to see amazing quilts
• International media from Japan, Scotland, France and Brazil visited during AQS QuiltWeek 

30th Anniversary

The Paducah CVB has compiled new signature experiences that engage groups with behind the 
scenes, below the surface and hands-on immersion in the City’s rich American heritage and global-
ly celebrated creative culture. Perfect for tour groups, family reunions, destination weddings, small 
meetings or just a group of friends.
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PADUCAH MAIN STREET
Paducah Main Street (PMS) strives to maintain a vibrant downtown experience, to promote com-
munity spirit, and to stimulate the economic vitality of our Cultural District. Paducah Main Street 
unites the community by utilizing the National Main Street Four Point approach and focuses on 
community assets and partnerships to preserve and promote Paducah.

PMS offers mini-grants as an incentive to create unique promotions that will entice new clientele 
for local businesses, artists and galleries in the Cultural District. There are still several initiatives 
available to incoming artists and retailers who wish to revitalize an historic home or retail space. 
Many involved prefabricated homes, roof stabilization and facade loans. 

Throughout the year, a variety of promotions are available to 
artists/retailers in the renaissance district. A matching funds 
program coordinated by the City provides financial aid for 
promotional costs. Paducah Main Street spearheads this suc-
cessful program, which offers opportunities for joint adverting 
and cross promotion. Advertising packages are provided at a 
minimal cost to the retailer that puts their business in front of 
over 10,000 stakeholders within the community.

PADUCAH’S CULTURAL ASSETS
Paducah is known for its rich heritage, its vibrant historic districts and its commitment to celebrat-
ing its past and culture. Paducah’s many festivals celebrate everything from quilts to visual arts and 
food. 

An evaluation of survey data by the Kentucky Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet showed that 
AQS QuiltWeek®, Paducah’s annual quilt show and contest sponsored by the American Quilter’s 
Society, had an economic impact of more than $25 million on the regional area, making it a highly 
significant revenue-generating event in the state of Kentucky. With 32,000+ in attendance over the 
four-day period, attendees spent an average of $270 each day.

The Lower Town Arts & Music Festival held annually in May sees incredible growth in attendance 
each year. The Festival brings in artists and musicians from a 300+ mile radius, who spend the 
weekend in Paducah sharing their talents with festival attendees that include visiting tourists and a 
large number of residents from across the region. It also provides booth space for area non-profits, 
giving them an opportunity to educate the community on programming. 

2014 marked the 10th anniversary of the River’s Edge International Film Festival (REIFF). An ag-
gressive marketing campaign was forged in an effort to entice additional filmmakers to submit and 
participate as well as encourage new patrons to attend. REIFF creates a destination weekend for 
film enthusiasts in a small town environment. Through working with the Paducah CVB, REIFF was 
named one of the top 10 Kentucky Festivals or Events by Kentucky Travel Industry Association.
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Paducah’s many cultural attractions include:

Art a la Cart - Dedicated to the development and education of an 
art community. Local artists set up carts to sell and demonstrate their 
work at the gazebo area in the Downtown and at a historic Texaco 
Station in the Lower Town Arts District.

Carson Center - A regional, multiple-use facility and state-of-the -arts performing arts venue, which 
plays host year-round to Broadway hits, dramas, dance companies, traveling productions and well-
known entertainers.

The Hotel Metropolitan - A “Save America’s Treasures” project, this 1908 hotel has been restored 
as an African-American heritage museum. Well-known musicians and traveling performers such as 
Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, Cab Calloway, B.B. King, Bobby “Blue” Bland and Ike and Tina 
Turner were guests of Maggie Steed’s Hotel Metropolitan.

Lower Town Arts District - Paducah’s oldest residential neighborhood, listed on the National Reg-
ister for Historic Places, is home to artists from around the globe who relocated to Paducah as a 
result of the City’s Artist Relocation Program.

Maiden Alley Cinema - MAC is one of only four cinematic art houses in the state and has been op-
erating for ten years as an extension of the Paducah Film Society. In addition to film, the lobby area 
serves as exhibit space for local, regional and international artists throughout the year.

Market House Theatre - The Market House Theatre occupies five buildings around Market House 
Square, the city’s most historic block. The buildings contain a 240 seat auditorium, a flexible 50-80 
seat studio theatre, classroom/dance studio, dressing rooms, scene shop, box office, administrative 
spaces, two artist-in-residence apartments, a costume shop, a retail space, and storage space. MHT 
programming begins in July and runs through June and features Main Stage Adult and Youth pro-
ductions, experimental studio shows, historic downtown and cemetery performance tours, and a 
full school year workshop and residencies with schools in a five county area.

McCracken County Public Library - The library provides current, high-demand, high-interest 
resources in a variety of formats and methods to entertain, educate, and enrich our community. 
Programming includes talks and performances by the Kentucky Humanities Council telling Ken-
tucky’s stories.

The National Quilt Museum - The largest quilt & fiber art muse-
um in the world, NQM showcases breathtaking exhibitions in a 
30,000-square-foot contemporary structure. Visitors from every 
continent and all 50 states marvel at the artistry of the Museum’s 
320-piece collection of contemporary quilts and ever changing 
touring and thematic exhibitions.
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Paducah Area Painters Alliance Gallery - The PAPA Gallery, a 501(c)(3) organization, serves as a 
meeting, demonstration and exhibition space and features a wide range of large and miniature 
original paintings by more than 100 local and regional artists.

Paducah Arts Alliance – PAA, a 501(c)(3) organization, is 
an active group of Lower Town artists that coordinate a 
City funded Artist-in-Residence Program. Since January 
2009, PAA has hosted more than 40 visiting American 
and international artists and connected them with lo-
cal/regional networks. Visiting artists have come from 5 
countries and 14 states. Resident artists have conducted 
more than 50 events, which include workshops, lectures, 
exhibitions, performances and installations. The UNESCO 
designation has opened the door for connections with artists within the Creative Cities Network. 
In April 2015, papermaker Sandro Tiberi from Fabriano, Italy, became the first creative connection 
within the Creative Cities Network.

Paducah Railroad Museum - A project of the Paducah Chapter of the National Railway Historical 
Society showcases equipment and memorabilia from the romantic past of America’s railroads. The 
new simulator gives the sensation of riding a locomotive cab.

Paducah School of Art and Design - A fully accredited art school, a division of West Kentucky 
Community & Technical College. With an enrollment of over 485 students talking college-level stu-
dio and art history classes, PSAD continues to provide an Associate in Fine Arts degree and serve a 
population of non-traditional students and senior learners.

Paducah Symphony Orchestra - Orchestra in Residence at the Carson Center features the region’s 
finest classical musicians. New Artistic Director & Conductor Raffaele Ponti brings fresh inspiration 
to audiences and performers alike.

Paducah “Wall to Wall” Floodwall Murals - A walkable experience, these Portraits from Paducah’s 
Past depict Paducah’s rich history in more than 50 life-sized panoramic murals by renowned artist 
Robert Dafford, from Lafayette, Louisiana, and the Dafford Murals Team. Murals span 4 city blocks 
of floodwall on Paducah’s historic riverfront. Individual murals are privately sponsored. The City 
provides support for ongoing maintenance, upkeep and landscaping. 

River Discovery Center – A “Save America’s Treasures” project, 
the River Discovery Center provides a place to stimulate interest 
in the importance of America’s rivers to the development of the 
nation, and in particular the Four Rivers Region. Dealing with 
environmental, cultural and economic aspects of the rivers, the 
Center seeks to provide a forum for mutually beneficial devel-
opment of this great national asset. Housed in a building listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places, interactive exhibits 
include the only state-of-the-art boat simulator in Kentucky that 
is open to the public.
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Tilghman Heritage Museum - 1852 Greek Revival home owned by Sons of Confederate Veterans 
was once the residence of Gen. Lloyd Tilghman, CSA. Exhibits highlight Western Kentucky’s role in 
the War Between the States.

William Clark Market House Museum - Housed in the historic 1095 Market House, 4,000 square 
feet of rotating exhibits and artifacts from Paducah’s past are staged within the meticulously recon-
structed elaborate gingerbread woodwork of an 1876 drugstore.

PADUCAH’S AWARDS & DISTINCTIONS
In addition to the UNESCO designation, Paducah has been the recipient of numerous awards in-
cluding:

National Trust for Historic Preservation Awards & Recognition
• 2011 Dozen Distinctive Destination
• 2011 FAN FAVORITE of the Dozen Distinctive Destinations
• 2011 Five Most Romantic Main Streets 
• 2010 Great American Main Street Award

Awards bestowed on Paducah for the Artist Relocation Program
• American Planning Association – National Planning Award/Special Community Initiative 
• Kentucky Chapter of the American Planning Association – Special Merit Award for Outstand-

ing Planning  
• 2002 Governor’s Government Award in the Arts
• 2001 James C. Howland Awards for Urban Enrichment – Recognition Award 
• Kentucky Arts Council Grant
• City of Paducah Beautification Award 
• Kentucky Bankers Association – BKD Award for Excellence and Innovation 
• Kentucky Bankers Association – Pegasus Award for Community Project 
• 2004 Kentucky League of Cities – Enterprise Cities Award
• Dorothy Mullins Arts and Humanities Award – National Recreation and Parks Association 
• 2005 Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence

More awards include:
• Paducah Convention & Visitors Bureau - Government Award, 2015 Governor’s Awards in the 

the Arts
• Market House Theatre - Community Arts Award, 2014 Governor’s Awards in the Arts
• The National Quilt Museum - Community Arts Award, 2011 Governor’s Awards in the Arts
• National Quilt Museum of the United States - TripAdvisor® Certificate of Excellence award 

June 2012
• Paducah CVB - Southeast Tourism Society’s Tourism for Tomorrow Award for leveraging 

the City’s UNESCO designation for sustainable tourism development in October 2014 




