
Former SAAN Council Members 

Marjorie Maas, Nebraskans for the Arts (2013) 

Marjorie Maas was named Director at Nebraskans for the Arts, the state’s lead 

advocacy organization for arts-related legislation, in December 2010. Previous to 

this, she successfully owned and ran Palette Promotions, a public relations, 

marketing, and fund raising consultancy which assisted artistic entities as well as 

other clients from the business and nonprofit sectors.  

Marjorie received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Art History with a business 

emphasis at Truman State University, sculpting a foundation for an arts 

administration career. She co-chairs the steering committee for the Omaha Young Arts Administrators 

network and recently served as President of the Nebraska Shakespeare Community Board. Marjorie is 

an active member of Waypoint Church, was named one of the Ten Outstanding Young Omahans of 

2011, and was voted the “Most Creative” graduate of Leadership Omaha Class 32. She and her husband 

have two young children. 

 

Mike Latvis, ArtServe Michigan (2013) 

Mike Latvis is the Director of Public Policy at ArtServe Michigan, providing 

leadership, strategic direction, and implementation of the organization’s arts, 

culture and arts education advocacy efforts. He develops advocacy campaigns and 

public policy initiatives to build support for the arts, artists, arts education, and 

cultural activities within the Michigan Legislature, State Executive Office and U.S. 

Congress. He also regularly contributes to discussions, forums and texts that 

promote the importance of high quality diverse arts and cultural activities in 

Michigan communities. Latvis joined ArtServe Michigan in 2007. 

Mike serves as Americans for the Arts state advocacy captain in Michigan and is a member of its 

nationwide State Arts Action Network Council. He is currently leading ArtServe’s grassroots campaign to 

restore arts and cultural program funding for the state arts council in the 2011 budget. Latvis is also 

working to build support for long-term sustainable funding strategies for arts, culture and arts education 

in Michigan, and efforts to establish new leadership for the Arts and Culture Caucus. 

 

 

 

 



John Barsness, Montana Arts (2010) 

John C. Barsness is executive director of Montana Arts, a statewide arts service and 

advocacy organization with an office in Bozeman. Current client organizations 

include Montana Performing Arts Consortium, Montana Dance Arts Association, 

and Montana Association of Symphony Orchestras. During the past 17 years he 

also coordinated a successful cultural exchange between Montana and the Russian 

Academy of Arts; served five years as a Clinton appointee on the President's 

Advisory Committee for the Arts for the John F. Kennedy Center, Washington, DC; 

wrote 2 booklets on nonprofit board and fundraising practices; and is up to his 

ears in home remodeling. 

 

Judy Weiner, NYS Arts (2010) 

Judith Kaufman Weiner has been the executive director of the Alliance of New York 

State Arts Organizations since October 1994. Under her stewardship, the alliance 

has dramatically increased its capacity to deliver technical assistance, professional 

development, and advocacy services to arts organizations throughout the state of 

New York. In addition, new and innovative trend-setting programs were initiated: 

(a) the E-Institute for Leadership and the Community E-Institute, a web-based 

learning professional development program developed in partnership with Cornell 

University; (b) NYS Cultural Development Areas project, arts legislation that will 

bring new resources to the industry as an economic development stimulator encouraging private 

investment; (c) Interactive Online Communication Network; and (d) The Online Advocacy Center.  

The alliance also monitors, informs, and mobilizes the state on legislative and budgetary issues affecting 

the arts, and also helps develop public policy in the arts. To increase lobbying capacity, Ms. Weiner 

founded and is the executive director of ArtsAction for NY. She assumed these positions after serving as 

the as executive director at the East End Arts Council for 11 years.  

Ms. Weiner is currently a board member of the State Arts Action Network, a council of Americans for 

the Arts, and has served as board member and treasurer of the National Community Arts Network. She 

has also served on funding panels in New York and Massachusetts, and participated in the Yale 

University Leadership Institute. Ms. Weiner was a member of the faculty and administration at Friends 

World College, has taught painting and drawing, and has been a working professional artist. Ms. Weiner 

received a B.S. from New York University.  

 

 

 



Brenda Sperduti, Arizona Citizens for the Arts (2010) 

Brenda has been Executive Director of AzCA/AA since 2007. She also owns her 

own consulting business, Sperduti NetWorks LLC, serving both for-profit and 

nonprofit clients. From 1983–2003, she held management positions with several 

Fortune 100 financial and telecom service companies managing public policy, 

corporate philanthropy, community, and government relations. As ED of AzCA/AA, 

she has stepped into the spotlight as a leader in Arizona’s arts community through 

her work to promote public policy, public dialogue and legislation favorable to the 

arts and arts education. She grew up in New York State and has lived in Arizona 

since 1974.  

 

Sally Gaskill, Indiana Coalition for the Arts (2010) 

Sally Gaskill is an arts administrator with three decades of experience covering all 

arts disciplines. She currently serves as associate director and only full-time staff 

member of the Strategic National Arts Alumni Project (SNAAP) at Indiana 

University. SNAAP is a $5 million project that is tracking the lives and careers of 

artists in America.  

 

Sally is president of the board of the Indiana Coalition for the Arts, a nonprofit arts 

advocacy organization, and is a member of the State Arts Action Council of 

Americans for the Arts.  

 

Sally served as executive director of two local arts councils (Rochester, NY and Bloomington, IN) and the 

Greater Boston Youth Symphony Orchestras. She managed grantmaking programs for the state arts 

council in New Hampshire and the National Endowment for the Humanities. Her higher education 

experience includes concert management for Harvard University, and cultural policy teaching in the arts 

administration programs at the University of Rochester's Eastman School of Music and Indiana 

University. As a consultant, she has led policy studies for the National Endowment for the Arts (Arts in 

Schools: Basic to Education) and for the Indiana University Jacobs School of Music, among others. She 

has served as a site reviewer and panelist for the New Jersey State Council on the Arts. 

 

Other current volunteer commitments include serving on the board of Cardinal Stage Company and on 

the advisory boards of the Indiana University Arts Administration Program, WTIU Public Television, the 

Buskirk-Chumley Theatre, and the advocacy committee of the Indiana Arts Commission. She sings in the 

Voces Novae chamber choir. 

Sally has a B.A. in history from Colorado College and an M.A. in arts management from American 

University, where her thesis documented the entrepreneurial work of Noah Greenberg and the New 



York Pro Musica. She is the recipient of several awards, including the 2006 Arts Leadership Award from 

the Bloomington Area Arts Council. 

 

Sheila Smith, Minnesota Citizens for the Arts (2010) 

Sheila M. Smith has been executive director of Minnesota Citizens for the Arts 

(MCA) since 1996. She also recently served as a public policy consultant for the 

Minnesota Council of Nonprofits (MCN), and is part of MCN's Public Policy Cabinet. 

Before joining MCA and MCN, Smith served as staff at the Minnesota State Senate 

and lobbied local governments for Continental Airlines in Houston, TX. Appointed 

by the governor in 2002 to the Capitol Area Architectural Planning Board, she is a 

member of the Friends of the State Capitol and volunteers for the Capitol 2005 

Commission, which is organizing a 100th birthday celebration for the Minnesota 

State Capitol. Smith also serves on the Executive Committee of the Americans for the Arts State Arts 

Action Network. She received a master's degree in arts administration from St. Mary's University and 

has a B.A. in Shakespeare from St. Olaf College. She also teaches and lectures—both statewide and 

nationally—about the arts, grassroots advocacy, and other issues. 

David Cupps, Arts Kentucky (2010) 

After a career as a financial advisor from 1997 to 2003, David decided to enter the nonprofit sector as a 

development director. Most recently, he served as Interim Executive Director for Explorium of 

Lexington, a children's museum, after serving as their Director of Development and Associate Director. 

 

A lifelong instrumental and vocal musician, David brings a long history of community involvement and 

activism to Arts Kentucky. He is also a consultant in fundraising, strategic planning, and website 

development. He looks forward to using these talents as he works with SAAN, Arts Kentucky's board, 

members, and other volunteers and organizations that promote the arts. 

 

Dan Hunter, Massachusetts Advocates for the Arts, Sciences, and Humanities (2009) 

Dan Hunter is the executive director of the Massachusetts Advocates for the Arts, 

Sciences, and Humanities (MAASH & MAASH-Ed), a statewide advocacy and 

education group. An award-winning playwright, songwriter, and humorist, Mr. 

Hunter also has 17 years’ experience in politics and arts advocacy, having served as 

director of the Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs (a cabinet appointment 

requiring Senate confirmation) and having run a successful advertising and political 

consultancy firm in Des Moines.  

Mr. Hunter is the author of two books, Let’s Keep Des Moines a Private Joke and 



The Search for Iowa (& We Don’t Grow Potatoes). He has written several plays including Un Tango en La 

Noche and La Mujer Sin Cara (The Woman without a Face). His play The Monkey King was recently 

named a finalist for the 2004 Heideman Award from the Actors Theatre of Louisville. He is the composer 

and writer of Picture Postcard Musicale, based on the texts of picture postcards from 1906–1910. He has 

performed a one-man show of topical humor in original song and has appeares on numerous radio and 

television programs, including ABC’s Good Morning America, National Public Radio, BBC, and CNN 

Nightly News.  

Mr. Hunter was managing director of Boston Playwrights’ Theatre at Boston University (1999–2002) and 

teaches creating writing at Boston University. He previously served in the Iowa State Governor’s cabinet 

as director of the Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs. On his departure, the Des Moines Register wrote 

in an editorial: 

“[Hunter] instilled a renewed vigor in a neglected area of state government. He made people think 

about art as a way of life…He was able to hopscotch across the state with a message, not from a 

bureaucrat, but from someone intimately involved with the arts, someone who understands the 

nuances of the arts community and of those who support the arts.” 

From 1980 to 1997, he owned and operated Dan Hunter Creative Services. Mr. Hunter earned his B.A. 

from Hampshire College in Amherst, MA, and his M.A. from Boston University. 

 

Jan Selman, Arts Leadership League of Georgia (2009) 

Allen Hoffman, Connecticut Committee on Culture and Tourism (2008) 

 

Lisle Soukup, Illinois Arts Alliance (2007) 

Lisle Soukup is the public policy director for the Illinois Arts Alliace. She is the 

former executive director of Arizona Citizens for the Arts and the newly 

incorporated 501(c)(4) Arizona Action for the Arts. Prior to coming to Arizona 

Citizens for the Arts in 2001, Ms. Soukup held public relations positions for the 

Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce, Desert Botanical Garden, and Boyce 

Thompson Arboretum. She is a member of Valley Leadership Class XXVII and enjoys 

volunteering for Free Arts of Arizona. A native of Minnesota, Ms. Soukup earned 

her bachelor of arts degree in creative writing and Spanish from Beloit College in 

Beloit, WI, in 1995. 

 

 



Gretchen Johnson, Washington State Arts Alliance (2007) 

For the past nine years, Gretchen Johnston has been the executive director of the 

Washington State Arts Alliance, a statewide membership organization dedicated to 

arts advocacy. A Washington native, Ms. Johnston has a B.A. in theatre from 

Eastern Washington University. She has worked in both the visual and performing 

arts as an individual artist, a teacher, a gallery owner, and an administrator—

including as director of admissions and financial aid at Cornish College of the Arts 

and as executive director of the Seattle Fringe Theatre Festival, which she helped to 

found. For many years she has been an active volunteer and board member for a 

number of small arts organizations. She currently serves on the Technical Advisory Committee for the 

arts management program at Seattle Central Community College and as vice chair of the State Arts 

Action Network (SAAN) of Americans for the Arts. The SAAN is a professional group for advocacy and 

service leaders across the country. 

 

Ellen Morgan, Association of Community Arts Agencies of Kansas (2007) 

Ellen Morgan is the Executive Director of Kansas Citizens for the Arts. An active 

volunteer for the arts, Ellen Morgan is the former Executive Director of the 

Association of Community Arts Agencies of Kansas (ACAAK), an organization that 

closed its' doors on December 31, 2006 after years of service to Kansas Citizens. 

Since 1982, Ellen has administered this statewide, culturally diverse art service 

nonprofit organization with an approximate budget of $120,000, offering guidance 

and assistance to more than 120 arts agencies. Ms. Morgan's areas of expertise 

include public presentation, conference and workshop production, board skills, 

office management, and organization of projects. In her position as executive director of ACAAK, Ms. 

Morgan participates in advocacy, public relations, fiscal management, fundraising, statewide resources, 

and long range planning. Ms. Morgan serves on the boards of the State Arts Advocacy League of 

America and the National Community Arts Network, and is the chair of the Tourism Arts Alliance of 

Kansas. 

 

Alene Valkanas, Illinois Arts Alliance Foundation (2007) 

Alene Valkanas is a national leader in arts advocacy and education. For 20 years, 

Ms.Valkanas has directed the Illinois Arts Alliance Foundation and its sister 

organization, the Illinois Arts Alliance, developing a number of innovative programs 

and research projects. She is co-chair of the State Arts Action Network, an officer of 

the Donors Forum of Chicago, and a founding board member and officer of the 

Washington-based Charity Lobbying in the Public Interest. A national campaign to 

promote reauthorization of the National Endowment for the Arts, produced under 



her direction, received the Government Relations Award of Excellence from the American Society of 

Association Executives in 1990. In June 1994, she received the Double Emmy Arts Award from Mostly 

Music, in recognition of her contribution to the cultural life of Chicago. Ms Valkanas’s work at the 

Alliance was preceded by 14 years in public relations, program development, and cultural affairs, as well 

as by several years as an educator in the field of English and art at the secondary-school level. She holds 

an M.A.T. in art education from the University of Chicago. Her most recent initiative, Arts Leadership for 

the 21st Century, is an outgrowth of her respect for the people who dedicate themselves to building 

strong organizations and her interest in promoting the work of the arts community as a model for other 

parts of the nonprofit sector. 

 

Tom Turk, Tennesseans for the Arts (2006) 

Tom Turk is executive director of Tennesseans for the Arts, an assignment he 

accepted September 1, 2003, several months after retiring from the Metropolitan 

Nashville Arts Commission after 10 years as that agency’s executive director.  

Mr. Turk has worked with over a dozen state arts agencies and state or national arts 

service organizations as a consultant and workshop speaker on arts advocacy and 

organization development. He chaired the Texas Commission on the Arts community 

arts grant panel and the Texas Arts Council Policy Committee, was a Michigan Council 

for the Arts community arts panel member, and was a Mid-America Arts Alliance grant panelist. He has 

served on Tennessee Arts Commission grant panels since 2003. 

From 1991 to 1993, Mr. Turk was managing director of the Texarkana (TX–AR) Regional Arts and 

Humanities Council. During the decade 1981 to 1991, Mr. Turk served as executive director of the 

Cultural Activities Center in Temple, TX, a creative and performing arts center. Mr. Turk was also fine 

arts producer at Michigan State University’s WKAR-TV in East Lansing from 1963 to 1981. In the 

community arts field, Mr. Turk was elected founding chairman—and later named president—of the 

Michigan Association of Community Arts Agencies, a statewide arts service and arts advocacy 

organization he helped form in 1977. From 1975 to 1977, he was president of the Metropolitan Lansing 

(MI) Fine Arts Council.  

In 1980, Governor William G. Milliken appointed Mr. Turk to the Michigan Council for the Arts. He 

served two terms on the National Assembly of Local Arts Agencies (now Americans for the Arts) board of 

directors during the years 1979–1985. In 1999–2000, Mr. Turk was president of the United States Urban 

Arts Federation (USUAF), the association of local arts council and commission directors from the nation’s 

50 largest cities. Previously, he was vice president and secretary of USUAF. 

 

 

 



Nola Ruth, Missouri Association of Community Arts Agencies (2006)  

Nola Ruth has served as executive director of Missouri Association of Community 

Arts Agencies (MACAA) for 15 years. During that time, MACAA has successfully 

developed and implemented a number of projects targeted for rural and small arts 

agency development, including board development, planning, and technology 

development. Prior to her position with MACAA, Nola was founding president of 

the Arts Resources Council, which became the Office of Cultural Affairs for the City 

of Columbia. Her career in arts administration began as general manager of KOPN, 

a unique community radio station in Columbia, MO. The station attained a national 

reputation for the quality of its programs, which included simultaneous grants from the NEA in 

literature, media, and music. The large number of volunteers and full spectrum of revenue sources 

proved to be an excellent training ground for local agency development. In addition to her work with 

MACAA, Nola served eight years as a board member of the state arts advocacy organization with two 

terms as regional vice-president. On the national level, she has served as NALAA Statewide Assembly 

Interest Area chair, on the Leadership Team, and as president of the National Community Arts Network. 

She currently serves on the Prairie Arts Management Institute Planning Committee and the Missouri 

Alliance for Arts Education advisory board, and is a member of the Arts Education Collaborative and the 

Americans for the Arts State Arts Action Council. 

 

Carolyn Bye, Metropolitan Regional Arts Councils (2006) 

Carolyn Bye has been executive director of the Metropolitan Regional Arts Council 

since 1993. Before that, she worked for several Twin Cities arts organizations, 

including the Guthrie Theater, Playwrights' Center, Penumbra Theater, and Film in 

the Cities. She has been a consultant to foundations and corporations, and for five 

years worked with the James P. Shannon Leadership Institute assisting leaders of 

nonprofit organizations with personal and organizational renewal. Bye led a year-long 

study of the city of Minneapolis's arts policies and formulated recommendations for 

the city's cultural plan in the report CultureTalks. She authored the 2002 McKnight 

Foundation report, A New Angle—Arts Development in the Suburbs. Bye earned a bachelor’s degree in 

theater and a master’s degree in arts administration, both from St. Cloud State University. She lives in 

Shorewood, a suburb of Minneapolis. 

George Orban, ArtServe Michigan (2005)  

Peter Fox (2005) 

 



Former Council Chairs 
The SAAN would also like to recognize former Chairs of the Council. While these individuals have 

completed their service as Chair of the Council, they are still members of the Council and Network. 

Mike Latvis, ArtServe Michigan, 2012- 2013  

Sherron Long, Florida Cultural Alliance, 2011-2012  

Tommy Usrey, Lousiana Partnership for Arts Advocacy, 2010–2011  

Donna Collins, Ohio Citizens for the Arts/Ohio Alliance for Arts Education, 2009–2010  

Anne Katz, Arts Wisconsin, 2008–2009  

Sheila Smith, Minnesota Citizens for the Arts, 2007–2008  

Gretchen Johnston, Washington State Arts Alliance/Foundation, 2006–2007  

Judy Weiner, Alliance of New York State Arts Organizations, 2005–2006  

Betty Plumb, South Carolina Arts Alliance, 2004–2005  

Alene Valkanas, Illinois Arts Alliance Foundation, 2004–2005  

 


