
  

 

 

        

 

      March 24, 2015 

 

Dear Member of Congress: 

Americans for the Arts represents a network of more than 220,000 organizational and individual members and 

stakeholders across the country. Together, all of us are all dedicated to serving local communities and creating 

opportunities for every American to participate in and appreciate all forms of the arts. 

As the national host of Arts Advocacy Day, Americans for the Arts is joined by other national arts, humanities, 

and civic organizations, representing thousands of cultural organizations in every state, city, and town to urge the 

114
th
 Congress to support legislation promoting the arts and the jobs they create and sustain in your district and 

state. Below are a few of our priority issues: 

Arts Education: We ask you to support an appropriation of $30 million to fund the Arts in Education programs of 

the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Innovation and Improvement. We ask that your education reform 

efforts include strengthening the arts in order to support creativity in every child’s complete education. 

Federal Cultural Agencies: We ask you to support a budget of $155 million for the National Endowment for the 

Arts (NEA). This figure would enable the NEA to maintain its core programs. We also ask Congress to fully fund 

at $38.6 million the Office of Museum Services within the Institute of Museum and Library Services. 

Tax Legislation: We urge you to cosponsor legislation allowing artists to take a fair-market value deduction for 

contributions of their own work to museum, libraries, and cultural institutions. We also ask you preserve incentives 

for charitable giving including tax deductibility and the IRA Rollover—allowing tax-free distributions from 

individual retirement accounts to increase charitable giving. Finally we call on you to reject any attempts to divide 

the charitable sector by favoring certain types of charities over others.  

Artists, Entrepreneurs, and Small Business: We urge you to support America’s creative economy and recognize 

artists as critical members of the small business community. A new U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis measure of 

the arts and cultural sector's contributions to U.S. gross domestic product (GDP) found that it contributes 4.3% or 

$698.7 billion annually. Ensuring access to federal small business programs can provide greater support to artist 

entrepreneurs in your district and state. 

We thank you for supporting all of the issues included in this Congressional Arts Handbook on behalf of the 

creative and historic work of America’s cultural organizations. 

Sincerely,  

 

Robert L. Lynch        Narric W. Rome                                             

President and CEO  Vice President of Government Affairs 



165 WEST 46 STREET NEW YORK, NY 10036 TEL:  212.869.8530     WWW.ACTORSEQUITY.ORG 
557 West Randolph Street Chicago, IL 60661 TEL: 312.641.0393     5636 Tujunga Avenue North Hollywood, CA 91601 TEL: 323.978.8080 
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Tuesday, March 24, 2015 
 
Dear Member of Congress: 
 
Actors' Equity Association, the labor union that represents professional theater actors and stage managers 
in the U.S., is pleased to be a national co-sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2015. 
 
On behalf of our 50,000 members and elected leaders, I respectfully urge you to support a budget of $155 
million for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in the FY 2016 Interior Appropriations Bill.  
 
Every American citizen deserves basic access to the arts in his or her own community. Through its core 
programs and grants, the NEA actively puts people to work by driving tourism revenue, and employing 
more than three million people in more than 900,000 businesses across a wide variety of trades and 
professions. In a tough, diversified economy, this matters deeply to both state and local economies, 
proving that the arts can serve as a business magnet especially for those in underserved and rural areas.  
 
Further, every U.S. congressional district directly benefits from an NEA grant, which in turn, leverages 
additional funding from businesses, foundations and private donors. Because of sustained grants, the 
NEA was able to reach more than 38 million people attending live arts events, engage more than 16,000 
communities (including military families), and reach nearly seven million children through its educational 
and outreach initiatives. For Actors' Equity, this means theaters and community stages nationwide will 
continue to thrive and provide stable jobs for our union members and local workforces. 
 
Equity firmly supports the protection of wireless microphone technology for the arts and media. Should 
the FCC require that wireless microphones operate in a different part of the broadcast spectrum, it will 
demand the purchase of new sound equipment (an estimated bill of nearly $17 million for performing arts 
organizations nationwide) – a n expense far beyond the limited budgets and resources of thousands of 
non-profit theatres, educational institutions and community media centers. 
 
By supporting the budget in the aforementioned bill, Congress will showcase that access to the arts is not 
a privilege – it is a necessary cultural requirement for every child, teenager and adult citizen, and vital to 
our country’s economic prosperity. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
ACTORS' EQUITY ASSOCIATION 
 

 
Mary McColl 
Executive Director 
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March	  24,	  2015	  
	  
Dear	  Member	  of	  Congress,	  
	  
The	  Alliance	  of	  Artists	  Communities	  is	  pleased	  to	  be	  a	  National	  Co-‐Sponsor	  of	  Arts	  
Advocacy	  Day	  2015.	  As	  the	  professional	  association	  for	  more	  than	  500	  artists’	  residency	  
programs	  across	  the	  United	  States,	  the	  Alliance	  operates	  on	  the	  premise	  that	  support	  for	  
the	  cultivation	  of	  new	  art	  and	  ideas	  is	  essential	  to	  human	  progress.	  Artists’	  residency	  
programs	  serve	  as	  research-‐and-‐development	  labs	  for	  the	  arts,	  providing	  artists—including	  
visual	  artists,	  writers,	  composers,	  choreographers,	  filmmakers,	  and	  others—a	  critical	  
opportunity	  to	  develop	  new	  work	  and	  address	  the	  most	  challenging	  issues	  we	  face	  today.	  
	  
On	  behalf	  of	  our	  member	  organizations,	  providing	  more	  than	  $40	  million	  in	  services	  to	  
over	  15,000	  artists	  each	  year,	  we	  urge	  you	  to	  support	  increased	  funding	  for	  our	  nation’s	  
cultural	  agencies:	  the	  National	  Endowment	  for	  the	  Arts;	  the	  National	  Endowment	  for	  the	  
Humanities;	  and	  the	  Office	  of	  Museum	  Services.	  The	  core	  funding	  programs	  of	  these	  
cultural	  agencies	  are	  critical	  to	  nurturing	  the	  growth	  and	  artistic	  excellence	  of	  thousands	  of	  
organizations	  and	  artists	  in	  every	  corner	  of	  the	  country.	  While	  the	  federal	  investment	  in	  the	  
arts	  is	  modest,	  the	  nonprofit	  arts	  and	  culture	  sector	  generates	  nearly	  $30	  billion	  in	  
government	  revenue	  annually.	  The	  arts	  sector	  stretches	  every	  public	  dollar	  to	  leverage	  
additional	  funding,	  invest	  in	  jobs,	  and	  support	  our	  communities.	  
	  
Through	  such	  measures,	  artists	  and	  arts	  professionals	  can	  engage	  their	  communities	  in	  
critical	  issues	  facing	  our	  times,	  provide	  programs	  for	  under-‐served	  audiences,	  support	  
cultural	  exchange	  programs	  that	  deepen	  our	  understanding	  of	  each	  other	  and	  the	  world,	  
and	  cultivate	  a	  new	  generation	  of	  extraordinary	  creative	  work.	  With	  public	  support	  for	  the	  
arts,	  we	  as	  a	  nation	  are	  able	  to	  be	  a	  global	  cultural	  leader	  and	  build	  a	  lasting	  legacy	  for	  the	  
next	  generation.	  Thank	  you	  for	  your	  service	  and	  for	  your	  consideration.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

Caitlin	  Strokosch	  
Executive	  Director	  
	  



 

 

March 24, 2015 
 
Dear Member of Congress: 
 
The American Alliance of Museums is pleased to be a National Co-Sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 
2015. 

 
The Alliance is the one organization that supports all museums, including art museums, history 
museums, science museums, military and maritime museums, youth museums, aquariums, zoos, 
botanical gardens, arboretums, historic sites, presidential libraries, and science and technology 
centers. We are proud to work on behalf of all these institutions and their 400,000 employees by 
developing standards and best practices and by championing the cause of museums. The American 
Alliance of Museums serves as the national voice for museums, highlighting their roles as key 
providers of education, economic engines, and community anchors. 
 
We respectfully request that Congress: 
 

 Fund the IMLS Office of Museum Services – We support appropriations letters circulated by 
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand and Reps. Paul Tonko, Leonard Lance, Louise Slaughter, and David 
McKinley requesting robust funding for the IMLS Office of Museum Services. 

 

 Recognize Museums as Essential Educational Assets– We urge Congress to recognize 
that museums are key education providers, integrating with the local curriculum, providing 
professional development to teachers, and educating students. We support efforts to promote 
museum-school partnerships (including museum magnet schools), require greater 
collaboration between the Department of Education and the IMLS, allow museums to compete 
directly for teacher professional development funding, and retain a set of core academic 
subjects that includes the many subject areas in which museums help teach the curriculum. 

 

 Protect Charitable Giving Incentives – Museums depend on charitable gifts for more than 
one-third of their operating funds. We oppose proposals which would hurt charities, including 
museums, by limiting the scope or value of the tax deduction for charitable donations. We also 
oppose proposals that would restrict the deductibility of gifts of property, which are critical to 
museums’ ability to develop their collections. Furthermore, we support allowing artists to 
deduct the fair market value of donated works as well as a permanent extension and 
expansion of the IRA Charitable Rollover. 

 
At a time when many communities are struggling to meet the needs of all their residents, museums 
are filling the gaps on many fronts. To learn more about museums, please visit www.aam-us.org.  

 

      Sincerely, 

       
      Ford W. Bell, DVM 

      President 

http://www.aam-us.org/


1300 Gendy Street    Fort Worth, TX 76107     T: 817-732-3177    Toll Free: 866-Our-AACT (687-2228)    F: 817-732-3178

- info@aact.org    www.aact.org

March 24, 2015

Dear Member of Congress:

The American Association of Community Theatre (AACT) is proud to continue its role as 
an advocate for the arts by being a National CoSponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2015. 

AACT represents the interests of approximately 7,000 community theatres in the 
United States including U.S. Military theatres throughout the world.  These theatres, 
in communities from major cities to rural villages, have a combined budget of 
approximately $1 billion and engage more than 1.5 million volunteers, expressing their 
creativity through the art of theatre and engaging a combined audience of over 85 million 
theatre goers of all ages.  Beyond the volunteers served, community theatre collectively 
is the largest employer of theatre professionals in our nation.

More than just an economic engine, however, community theatres throughout the 
country, probably including your home town, help stimulate the minds and creativity of all 
who participate.  The impact on youth in building confidence and honing communications 
skills and problem solving capabilities are well documented and can only be achieved by 
theatre and the arts.

AACT supports our member organization by providing specific resources to assist in 
the management and execution of theatre with a constant goal of improving quality in 
all aspects of theatre.  Through our workshops, national festivals, and interactive web 
site we provide networking opportunities for both theatre professionals and avocational 
artists.  AACT facilitates relationships for various services and discounts for our 
members only achievable through our collective efforts.

To continue the vital role the arts play in our country, AACT urges Congress to:

• Continue and increase the funding for the National Endowment for the Arts

• Improve the visa process for foreign guest artists visiting our nation

• Strengthen existing and support new programs to encourage individual and   
 community financial support for the arts

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to our country and the arts.  Please let 
us know how we might be of help in the future in achieving our mutual goals.

Sincerely,

Gary R. Walker
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March 24, 2015 
 
Dear Members of Congress:  
 
The American Dance Therapy Association (ADTA) is proud to be a National Co-Sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 
2015. Our professional members enrich the United States by providing opportunities for people of all ages, 
abilities, backgrounds and cultures to experience the healing benefits of movement and dance.  
 
Dance/Movement Therapy is the psychotherapeutic use of movement to further the emotional, cognitive, 
physical, and social integration of the individual. Dance/Movement therapists use nonverbal communication for 
assessment and intervention with clients. They are employed in a variety of mental and physical health care 
settings. They provide individual and group therapy for clients with issues such as autism, PTSD, ADHD, 
eating disorders, depression, substance abuse, anxiety, learning disabilities and Alzheimer’s disease. In 
addition to clinical work, they are active in publishing, research, supervision, professional development training 
and teaching. Dance/movement therapists have extensive training and are graduates from Master’s level 
programs across the nation. Dance/movement therapists are either registered or board certified nationally by 
the Dance/Movement Therapy Certification Board. Many hold licenses to practice creative arts therapy, 
psychotherapy or counselling in their respective states.  
 
We urge Congress to:  
 

 Support funding for creative arts in healthcare research within the federal agencies involved with the 
Arts and Human Development Interagency Task Force, including the National Institutes of Health, 
Administration on Aging, and the Department of Education  

 Designate funding for demonstration projects utilizing cost effective dance/movement therapy 
interventions for military members and veterans diagnosed with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, 
Traumatic Brain Injury, and other conditions.  

 Improve access to creative arts mental health services for at-risk individuals, including children and 
youth, families, school personnel, and communities by supporting the Mental Health in Schools Act (S. 
195 and HR 628).  

 
The majority of the ADTA’s membership work in the mental health field and are committed to the wellbeing of 
the communities they serve. We would like to ask for your support of healthcare funding directed toward early 
identification and mental health treatment.  
 
Sincerely,  

      Allison Winters 

Jody Wager, MA, BC-DMT     Allison Winters, MA, MS, BC-DMT, LCAT, RYT 
President        Government Affairs Committee Chair 



     American Music Therapy Association 
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March 24, 2015 

 

Dear Member of Congress: 

 

The American Music Therapy Association (AMTA) is proud to serve as a National Co-Sponsor of Arts 

Advocacy Day 2015.  Representing over 6,000 professionally trained music therapists, AMTA is committed 

to the mission of advancing public awareness of music therapy benefits and increasing access to quality 

music therapy services. Nationally Board Certified Music Therapists work across the lifespan, serving client 

groups in healthcare and education settings, using carefully structured and evidence-based interventions 

informed by the best available research in the published literature.  

 

Having been founded as a profession through service to Veterans of World Wars I and II, music therapy has 

over 60 years of clinical history in the United States.  

 

Recognition of music therapy includes:  

 The United States Code lists music therapy as a disease prevention and health promotion service and as a 

supportive service under Title 42: The Public Health and Welfare; Chapter 35: Programs For Older 

Americans; Subchapters I and III.  

 The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services lists music therapy as a special treatment and procedure 

on the Minimum Data Set (MDS) 3.0 assessment tool utilized in skilled nursing facilities and residential 

care programs.  

 Music therapy is defined as a Mind-Body Medicine intervention by the National Institutes of Health 

(NIH) National Center for Complementary and Integrative Health (NCCIH). 

 The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) schedule lists music therapy under Professional and 

Allied Healthcare Staffing Services. 

 

Research demonstrates that music therapy has the potential to positively impact quality of care issues and 

healthcare spending concerns of our nation’s Veterans and older adults. To improve access to this cost-

effective service, we urge your support of the following: 

 

 Support HR 271, the COVER Act, sponsored by Representative Bilirakis (R-FL-12), to 

improve access to evidence-based complementary and alternative treatments for Veterans, 

including music therapy.  

 

 Support S 192, the Older Americans Act Reauthorization Act of 2015, sponsored by Senator 

Alexander (R-TN), which reauthorizes funding for support services, including music therapy; 

directs funding for behavioral health programs; and requires the Administration on Aging to 

focus on health and welfare needs of older individuals. 
 

Thank you for your support of all Arts programs in America, especially those programs and services that 

improve the quality of healthcare for Veterans, older adults, and all persons with illnesses and disabilities.     

 

Sincerely, 

     
Andrea Farbman, Ed.D.      Judy Simpson, MT-BC 

Executive Director      Director of Government Relations 







 

 

 

March 24, 2015 
 
Dear Member of Congress: 
 
The Association of Independent Colleges of Art and Design (AICAD) is pleased to be a National 
Co-Sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2015. AICAD is a non-profit consortium of 42 leading art and 
design schools in the US and Canada. AICAD’s mission is to help strengthen its member schools 
individually and collectively, and to inform the public about the value of studying art and design at 
an AICAD school.  
 
On behalf of our member schools, AICAD offers the following recommendations: 

1. Appropriate $30 million for the Arts in Education program.  
2. We urge Congress, in the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education 

Act (ESEA) to:  
• Retain the arts in the definition of core academic subjects and strengthen equitable 

access to arts learning through the following actions:  
o Require states to report annually on student access to, and participation in, 

all core academic subjects.  
o Improve success in school, work, and life for all students, including those 

with disabilities, by strengthening arts education in provisions relating to 
early childhood education, afterschool/extended learning, teaching 
effectiveness, school turnaround, charter schools, and student 
assessment.  

o Improve the U.S. Department of Education’s national data collection 
regarding what students know and are able to do in the arts and the 
conditions for teaching and learning in arts education.  

• Maintain arts education grant support at the U.S. Department of Education: 
o Administer a direct, nationally funded competitive program that ensures 

dedicated resources to support large-scale model arts education projects 
that improve teaching in the arts, are inclusive, and leverage the power of 
the arts to support comprehensive school reform.  

• Conduct dedicated hearings on how arts education develops skills in creativity and 
innovation.  

3. Support of the Congressional STEAM Caucus, which stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Math, of which Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) and Rep. Aaron 
Schock (R-IL) are co-chairs. The Caucus aims “to change the vocabulary of education to 
recognize the benefits of both the arts and sciences—and their intersections—to our 
country's future generations. Caucus members will work to increase awareness of the 
importance of STEAM education and explore new strategies to advocate for STEAM 
programs.” 

 
We strongly believe that the future success of the United States depends upon our ability to retain 
our place in the world as innovators and creators. The arts, and arts education, are a critical 
component to achieving this future. Thank you for your interest and thoughtful consideration of 
these recommendations. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Deborah Obalil 
Executive Director, AICAD 



 

 

1211 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 200, Washington, DC 20036   |   Telephone 888.820.2787   |   Fax 202.833.1543   |   www.apap365.org 
 

March 24, 2015 
 
Dear Member of Congress: 
 
The Association of Performing Arts Presenters is pleased to once again be a national co-
sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day. I thank you for your year-round support of the performing 
arts on Capitol Hill and for recognizing that the arts are crucial to building a strong 
economy, a thriving local community and a creative and competitive American workforce.  
 
APAP is the national service organization for the field of arts presenting. Every year, APAP 
serves more than 5,000 performing arts professionals represented by our more than 1,600 
organizational members. Our members come from the nation’s leading performing arts 
centers and performance facilities, artist agencies and management companies, and a 
growing roster of self-represented artists. As a leader of the field, APAP works to effect 
change through advocacy, professional development, resource sharing and civic 
engagement. 
 
This spring, we ask you to support the performing arts by taking action in these key ways: 
 

• Support a budget of $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts in the 
FY 2016 Interior appropriations bill to preserve citizen access to the arts and to 
advance American creativity and innovation; 

• Preserve incentives for charitable giving by protecting the charitable tax deduction, 
rejecting attempts to divide the charitable sector by favoring certain types of 
charities over others, and reinstating and making permanent the IRA Charitable 
Rollover; 

• Support interference protection for wireless microphones and backstage 
communications systems used in the performing arts by providing access to the 
geo-location database, and establish a mechanism to reimburse performing arts 
organizations that must buy new wireless equipment if forced to move in the 
broadcast spectrum after upcoming incentive auctions; 

• Enact the Arts Require Timely Service provision, which will require U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services to reduce the total processing time for 
petitions filed by, or on behalf of, nonprofit arts-related organizations. 

 
On behalf of the APAP membership, I thank you for your continued support and look 
forward to working with you in the coming year as we build thriving American 
communities and economies through arts and culture. 

 
Mario Garcia Durham 
President and CEO 
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March 24, 2015 
 
Dear Member of Congress: 
 
AWP is proud to serve as a National Co-Sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2015 because we value the 
great contributions that the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) has made to our nation’s 
culture. 
 
AWP represents 34,000 literary writers, teachers, and students and 550 colleges and universities 
with creative writing programs. AWP works to foster literary achievement, set high standards for 
the teaching of writing, and support the artistic and professional development of writers, teachers 
and students. We publish a literary magazine, conduct award competitions, provide career services, 
and hold an annual conference and bookfair. The conference attracts 13,000 attendees, and it 
generates $30.6 million in economic activity for its host city. Our website features more than 1,100 
articles on the art of writing poetry, fiction, and nonfiction. AWP owes its success to NEA grants, 
which helped a small group of writers grow into a national association. 
 
We urge Congress to: 
 

• Support a budget of $155 million for the NEA and to preserve the agency’s ability to award 
literary fellowships. 

• Preserve incentives for charitable giving by protecting the full scope and value of the 
charitable tax deductions in all forms of charitable gifts.  

• Reauthorize the arts in education programs of the U.S. Department of Education. 
• Support net neutrality, which preserves an open Internet where artists, literary publishers, 

and creative entrepreneurs can reach new audiences, build businesses, and contribute to our 
culture. 

 
Walter Lippman wrote “The great social adventure of America is no longer the conquest of the 
wilderness but the absorption of fifty different peoples.” The greatest challenges our nation faces are 
cross-cultural, and the arts are thoroughfares by which we may arrive at new understandings across 
our cultures. The NEA has helped with this adventure in pluralism, successfully, for almost fifty 
years now. The agency’s work is far from done, and it deserves robust support from Congress. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

David Fenza 
Executive Director 



First First do no harm: then, mission, mission, mission.First do no harm: then, mission, mission, mission. 
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        March 25, 2015 

 
Dear Member of Congress, 
 
Best Principled Solutions LLC is proud to continue its dedication to the arts as a National Co-Sponsor for 
Arts Advocacy Days 2015. 
 

As a former arts executive, (ED Berks Arts Council; Rhythm & Blues Foundation) and board member to 
several arts and cultural organizations, (PA Assn. of Songwriters, Composers and Lyricists; Songwriters 
Organizations National Group, Civic Little Theatre, Mentoring in the Arts Program, Radio Reading Service 
for the Print Handicapped, Art-Reach, Inc., Governor’s Advisory Council on Latino Affairs, TriCounty Arts 
and Business Council, among others), I have been an advocate for the arts for more than 30 years. 
 

Our work focuses on developing corporate culture, facilitating conversations on civic engagement and 
personal, professional and community leadership coaching.  
 

I am writing today to urge you to consider the importance of the arts in our culture and to place it among 
your top priorities for funding support.  A behavioral scientist, certified professional coach, and standards 
for excellence consultant, I believe that the arts bring the fourth leg of the stool to Maslow’s theory.  Food, 
shelter and clothing have long been recognized as imperatives for safety in society; the arts bring “spirit” 
into the conversation.  Quite simply, without spirit, no human being can survive; food, shelter, clothing, 
spirit. 
 

Specific initiatives I would encourage you to foster include: Arts in Education, adding the “A” to STEM for 
STEAM; Arts and Healing with a close look at the National Initiative for Arts and Healing in the Military 
and in the Penitential Systems (if people can’t read and write their opportunities are limited); and fully 
understanding the economic impact of the Arts on our Economy.  
 

Research has demonstrated that through all arts programs, there is a creative manifestation for improved 
self-esteem and reduced stress.  AIE programs students have better grade point averages, score better 
on standardized tests in reading and math, and have lower dropout rates. 
 

Additionally, through creative wellness and prevention programs, findings include: reduced lengths of 
hospital stays; health-care related infection rates; reduced levels of depression and improvements in an 
individual’s quality of life.  
 

 As your constituent, please feel free to call upon me for any information you might need to make the right 
choices about continued funding for the arts.  
 

 
Warmest regards,  

 
Kayte Connelly CCT, CPC, ELI-MP, PBL-MP 
President 

 

 





 
 

 March 24, 2015 

 

  

Dear Member of Congress, 

 

Chamber Music America (CMA), the national network of chamber music professionals, is delighted to be a 

co-sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2015. CMA serves a diverse membership of more than 6,000 musicians, 

ensembles, concert presenters, festivals, composers, training institutions, managers, music businesses, and 

enthusiasts who create, perform, and present numerous styles of small-ensemble music, from Western 

classical/contemporary to jazz, world music, and beyond.  

 

Chamber Music America advocates for this national, artist-centered community by offering direct financial 

support through our grant programs and by providing ongoing career-development services, professional 

resources and information. Chamber musicians belong, in large part, to the nation’s freelance workforce and 

like other self-employed workers, are faced with such concerns as sporadic earnings from seasonal or project-

specific employment. Concert presenters face challenges as well; like most other small businesses, they have 

few available lines of credit and are coping with the continuing volatility of the global economy.  

 

On behalf of the national chamber music field, Chamber Music America respectfully urges Congress to:  

 

 Support a budget of $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in the FY2016 

Interior Appropriations bill to preserve citizen access to the cultural, educational, and economic 

benefits of the arts and to advance creativity and innovation in communities across the United States. 

 

 Endorse net neutrality, which preserves an open and equitable Internet where artists and creative 

entrepreneurs can reach potential audiences, build businesses and contribute to culture.  

 

 Appropriate $110 million to the Office of Citizen Exchanges within the State Department’s Bureau 

of Educational and Cultural Affairs as part of the FY2016 State and Foreign Operations appropriations 

bill, as well as direct the State Department to dedicate increased resources to the Cultural Programs 

Division’s arts diplomacy programs. 

 

 Create the Artist Corps as proposed by President Obama during his 2008 campaign and as called for 

in the Service America Act, allowing individuals trained in the arts to address community needs 

through arts-related activities and human capital investments. 

 

Chamber Music America encourages you to support policies and legislation that will benefit the thousands of 

chamber music professionals whose work impacts the cultural landscape of America.  

 

Cordially, 

 

 
 

Margaret M. Lioi 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

   
12 West 32nd Street, 7th Floor • New York, NY 10001-3813 

(212) 242-2022 phone • (212) 967-9747 fax 

www.chamber-music.org 



 

1156 15th Street, NW, Suite 310, Washington, DC 20005 | 202.331.7577 | www.chorusamerica.org 

 

 

March 24, 2015 

 

Dear Member of Congress: 

 

Chorus America is a proud Co-Sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2015.  Our organization was founded in 

1977 and represents more than 4,500 choruses, chorus leaders, singers, businesses, and other 

organizations throughout North America and beyond.   Our work is dedicated to understanding choral 

organizations and meeting their needs.  As the hub of information for independent choruses and 

through our service to the choral community, we have gained a great deal of knowledge about our field. 

 

Through our extensive research, we have learned that 42.6 million Americans sing regularly in a 

chorus—including children, adults and seniors who derive important benefits for themselves just as they 

deliver great value to their communities.  Our research has also shown that chorus members exhibit 

greater civic leadership than other Americans—they are significantly more likely to vote regularly; 

contribute money to philanthropic causes, political parties or candidates; volunteer their time to 

charities; serve as officers of civic organizations; and work for political parties.  

 

On behalf of our vast and civically-engaged choral field, Chorus America urges you to: 

 

 Support $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in FY16. The NEA’s role in 

our nation’s arts infrastructure is critical. Its grant programs reach every congressional district in 

America with high-quality arts performances, educational projects, and community building 

initiatives. 

 Retain language defining "core academic subjects" which includes the arts and acknowledges 

their relevance in a complete education with the reauthorization of the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act. 

 Protect Charitable Giving Incentives as changes to the charitable deduction would negatively 

impact the ability of nonprofits—including arts organizations—to serve their communities. 

Protect the full value and scope of charitable giving and also permanently reinstate the IRA 

Charitable Rollover. 

 

Chorus America encourages your support for policies and funding that strengthen all the arts and the 

communities that, together, we serve. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mitch Menchaca 

Interim CEO 



 
 
March 24, 2015 

 

Dear Member of Congress: 

CERF+ (Craft Emergency Relief Fund + Artists’ Emergency Resources), a national artists’ 

service organization, is proud to be a national co-sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2015.  

The lack of a safety-net for professional craft artists when personal or natural disasters strike was 

the impetus in 1985 for a group of artists and show producers to create the Craft Emergency 

Relief Fund. From a modest, grass roots mutual aid organization, CERF+ has emerged as one of 

the leading voices for safeguarding artists’ livelihoods to ensure that they have resources and 

protections they need to sustain their careers before, during and after disasters.  

Artists are not only vulnerable to disasters; they often contribute significantly to recovery in their 

communities after disasters. With 30 years of service and more than 7,000 supporters across the 

country, we are dedicated to a future in which artists are able to thrive and contribute in 

communities across the United States.  

 

As a sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day, CERF+ is pleased to join with many national arts, 

humanities and civic organizations in urging Congress to support legislation that promotes the 

arts and values artists’ contributions to our society. On behalf of our supporters and those we 

serve, we encourage you to strengthen federal support for the arts, especially in the following 

ways:  

 

 To support a budget of $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in the FY 

2016 Interior Appropriations bill to preserve citizen access to the cultural, educational, and 

economic benefits of the arts and to advance creativity and innovation in communities across the 

United States; 

 To allow artists to claim a tax deduction for the fair market value of work they donate for 

charitable purposes; 

 To ensure that American made products (including craft and art) are exhibited and available for 

purchase in our National Parks and tourist welcome centers; 

 To ensure that artists and other self-employed workers are not at a disadvantage to other small 

business when accessing federal aid, especially after disasters and in emergency recovery. 

 

We thank you for valuing the creative work of America’s artists and cultural 

organizations and the contributions they make to our lives.  Thank you for your work. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Cornelia Carey 

Executive Director 
 

 

 



 

 

 

March 24, 2015 
 
Dear Member of Congress: 
 
As the national service organization for professional dance and a National Co-Sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2015, 
Dance/USA urges you to support federal policy that will strengthen the arts in America. 
 
Founded in 1982, Dance/USA’s membership represents the breadth and diversity of this brilliant art form, including 
nearly 500 aerial, ballet, modern, culturally specific, jazz, and tap companies, dance service and presenting 
organizations, individuals, and related organizations. Dance/USA sustains and advances professional dance by 
addressing the needs, concerns, and interests of organizations, administrators, and artists.  
 
On behalf of Dance/USA’s membership and those who service the field, we encourage you to strengthen federal 
support for the arts in the following ways: 
 

 Advance creativity and preserve citizen access to the arts by supporting a budget of $155 million for the 
National Endowment for the Arts for FY16; 

 

 Preserve incentives for charitable giving by protecting the full scope and value of the charitable tax 
deduction, without which public access to the arts would severely diminish; reject attempts to divide the 
charitable the charitable sector by favoring certain types of charities over others; and reinstate and make 
permanent the IRA Charitable Rollover; 

 

 Improve student access to the arts by allocating $30 million for the Arts in Education (AIE) programs at the 
U.S. Department of Education for FY16 and retain the AIE program as a distinct grant competition for FY16 
appropriations; 

 

 In reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), retain the arts in the definition of 
core academic subjects and conduct dedicated hearings on how arts education develops skills in creativity 
and innovation; 

 

 Encourage international cultural exchange by appropriating $110 million to the Office of Citizen Exchanges 
with the State Department’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs for FY16 and dedicate increased 
resources to the Cultural Programs Division’s arts diplomacy programs; and conduct research and 
evaluations on the impact, value, and success of arts diplomacy; 

 

 Enact the Arts Require Timely Service (ARTS) provision, which will require U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) to reduce total processing time for petitions filed by, or on behalf of, nonprofit arts-related 
organizations and to take actions to improve the visa process. 
 
We encourage you to support funding and policies that continue to strengthen dance and the performing 
arts in communities across the nation. 
 
Sincerely, 

                                         
Amy Fitterer      Brandon Gryde 
Executive Director     Director of Government Affairs 

 



 
 

2343 Auburn Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45219 
Phone: 513.421.3900 • Fax: 513.421.7077 
Website: schooltheatre.org 

 

Home of the International Thespian Society, Dramatics magazine, and Teaching Theatre journal 

March 24, 2015 
 
Dear Member of Congress: 
 
The Educational Theatre Association is proud to be a co-sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2015. Today we 
advocate for the arts, and ask members of Congress to consider the value of arts education. EdTA, the 
professional organization for theatre education, works to ensure that theatre arts is an essential part of every 
student’s well-rounded education. Founded in 1929, we represent more than 5,000 professional members, 100,000 
current student members, and over 2,000,000 alumni in the United States. 
  
EdTA promotes theatre as a core subject area that helps prepare students to make successful life choices. We 
support sequential, standards-based theatre education taught by trained and certified professionals. EdTA offers 
training, expertise, research, and other resources to better prepare our members to teach and learn the art of theatre 
and understand its broader college, career, and citizenship value.      
 
We ask you to support the following actions as described in the issue briefs that follow in this handbook: 

• Appropriate $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts. 
• Appropriate $30 million for the Arts in Education programs, authorized under the current Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act (ESEA). 
• In the reauthorization of ESEA, retain the definition of core academic subjects, including the arts, and: 

o Require states to report annually on student access to, and participation in all core academic 
subjects. 

o  Strengthen arts education in provisions relating to early childhood education, Title I, students with 
disabilities, teacher effectiveness, school turnaround, charter schools, national data collection, and 
student assessment. 

o Retain the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program, which supports afterschool, out-
of-school programs and expanded learning time in schools.  

o Improve the U.S. Department of Education’s national data collection regarding what students 
know and are able to do in the arts and the conditions for teaching and learning in arts education. 

• Maintain arts education grant support at the U.S. Department of Education through a direct, nationally 
funded competitive program that ensures dedicated resources to support large-scale, inclusive model arts 
education projects that improve teaching and learning in the arts. 

• Urge the FCC to allow access to a reliable geo-tracking database for educational and professional wireless 
microphone users, and ask Congress to help defray the costs of purchasing new equipment if a new 
spectrum broadcast spectrum move is mandated.    

 
Thank you for supporting arts education and your thoughtful consideration of these issues.   
 
Sincerely, 

    
                                            

 Julie Woffington               James Palmarini      
Executive Director              Director of Educational Policy 
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March 24, 2015 
 
 
Dear Member of Congress: 
 
GALA Choruses is proud to be a National Co-Sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 
2015.  GALA Choruses Inc., is a thirty-year-old international association of 
more than 180 LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender*) choruses in the 
Americas.  GALA seeks to focus the energy of our movement, to nurture its 
participants and to strengthen our member choruses.  Our mission is to support 
LGBT choruses as we change our world through song.  We do that by 
facilitating networking and communication, by providing resources for individual 
choruses and by sponsoring conferences, festivals and outreach programs.  
We connect more than 10,000 singers to one another and affirm musical self-
expression. 

 
On behalf of our membership, GALA Choruses urges you to: 
 

 Support a budget of $155 million for the National Endowment for 
the Arts in the FY 2016 Interior Appropriations bill to preserve 
citizen access to the cultural, educational and economic benefits 
of the arts and to advance creativity and innovation in 
communities across the United States. 

 

 Appropriate $30 million for the Arts in Education programs in the 
FY 2016 Labor-HHS-Education appropriations bill.  The Arts in 
Education program is authorized under the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act. 

 

 Retain the Arts in Education program as a distinct grant 
competition in FY 2016 appropriations. 

 

 Take steps to recognize artists and entrepreneurs as members of 
the small business community and support the creative economy 
through federal programs and actions. 

 
GALA Choruses encourages your support for the arts! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Melinda Taylor    Robin Godfrey 

Melinda Taylor    Robin Godfrey 
President of the Board   Executive Director 



 
 

March 24, 2015 

 

Dear Member of Congress: 

 

On behalf of the 400+ members of the International Council of Fine Arts Deans 

(ICFAD), I extend greetings and express this organization’s pleasure in being a co-

sponsor of the Arts Advocacy Day 2015.  ICFAD focuses exclusively on issues that 

impact the arts in higher education with an emphasis on United States institutions. 

 

As you know, the arts benefit every American, and thus we urge you to continue to fund 

quality arts experiences.  They help create jobs and drive economic activity by leveraging 

critical funds at the local, state and national levels.  Study and experiences in the arts 

promote creativity, innovation and essential problem solving skills and are widely 

supported by the creative industries.  Combined with private philanthropy and earned 

income, federal funds help state and local arts initiatives survive. 

 

For our children, the arts provide powerful tools for development, promoting positive 

self-esteem and the ability to understand and have empathy for others. The arts teach 

children to create, to lead and to be part of a collaborative team.  All schools should offer 

a quality educational program that engages the students in some form of art making as a 

means to develop imagination, creativity and innovation.  Funding that you provide to the 

National Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities and the 

United States Department of Education has great impact in allowing schools to offer 

these important arts experiences.  Research shows that the arts provide strong positive 

outcomes to children across the socioeconomic spectrum. 

 

At the university level, the funding you provide allows opportunities for research and 

creative projects that positively impact our students and communities.  We can assure you 

that town/gown relationships appreciate the benefits and improvements from creative 

projects that receive national funding. 

 

We pledge to continue to develop the great wealth of artistic talent available and to 

graduate the very finest artists and arts educators in the years ahead.  We ask your help in 

continuing to improve the future of the country through support of the arts infrastructure 

– funding for the arts is critical to the ultimate good health of this nation! 

 

Cordially, 

 
John R. Crawford 

President 



 

 

March 24, 2015 
 
Dear Member of Congress, 
 
On behalf of America’s orchestras, and as a National CoSponsor of Arts Advocacy Day, the 
League of American Orchestras urges you to strengthen federal support for the arts. Supported by a 
network of managers, musicians, volunteers, and boards, America’s adult, youth, and college 
orchestras total more than 1,800 and exist in every state and territory, in cities and rural areas. We 
request your support for policies and funding that will strengthen the arts in communities nationwide:  
 
Strengthen community access to vital services and programs by protecting and strengthening 
the full scope and value of charitable giving incentives, and by permanently reinstating the opportunity 
for individuals to roll over contributions from their IRAs to charity without penalty. As 501(c)(3) tax 
exempt organizations, orchestras rely on the deductibility of private donations to serve the needs of 
people and community partners through education, artistry, economic development, and social 
service programs. Charitable giving incentives do not increase the wealth of individual donors: they 
are an investment in the public good.  
 
Broaden public access to the arts by supporting $155 million for the National Endowment for 
the Arts.  Orchestras expand public access to performances, support music education for children 
and adults, and foster the creative endeavors of contemporary classical musicians, composers, and 
conductors thanks to grants awarded by the NEA and funds administered by state arts agencies. 
NEA funding directly supports local projects and also spurs critical giving from other sources like 
private foundations, corporations, and individual contributors. 
 
Provide students with a complete education by supporting $30 million for the Arts in Education 
program at the U.S. Department of Education and strengthening support for arts education as a core 
academic subject in the next Elementary and Secondary Education Act. As local partners in music 
education, orchestras collaborate with schools to strengthen arts education opportunities, helping to 
equip students with the skills, knowledge, and imaginative capacity needed to succeed.  
 
Improve international cultural relations by passing legislation that will require U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) to reduce the total processing time for O and P petitions filed by, or on 
behalf of, nonprofit arts-related organizations. By inviting foreign musicians to perform in the U.S., 
orchestras provide American audiences the opportunity to experience a diversity of musical talent and 
encourage a supportive climate for our orchestras to perform abroad. We urge Congress to further 
improve international cultural exchange by dedicating increased resources for arts diplomacy 
programs within the Cultural Programs Division at the U.S. Department of State. 
 
I encourage your support for policies and funding that strengthen the arts, orchestras, and the 
communities they serve. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jesse Rosen 
President & CEO 







BANDS OF AMERICA & ORCHESTRA AMERICA ARE PROGRAMS OF MUSIC FOR ALL 

                         Music for All, Inc. 
                         39 W. Jackson Place 
                         Suite 150 
                         Indianapolis, Indiana 46225 
                         800.848.2263 – 317.636.2263 
                         www.musicforall.org 
 
 
March 24, 2015 
 
 
 
Dear Member of Congress: 
 
Music for All is proud to continue its role as an advocate for the arts by being a National Co-Sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 
2015.  
 
Music for All’s mission to create, provide and expand positively life-changing experiences through music for all.   Our vision is 
to be a catalyst to ensure that every child across America has access and opportunity to participate in active music making in 
his or her scholastic environment.  Since 1975, Music for All has uniquely combined regional and national music programming 
with advocacy aimed at expanding access to music in schools and communities. Music for All programs include 20+ annual 
events, such as the Bands of America Grand National Championships and Regional Championships for marching bands; the 
Music for All Summer Symposium camp for students, educators, and parents; and the Music for All National Festival for 
concert bands, orchestras, chamber ensembles, and three honor ensembles; the Honor Band of America, the Honor Orchestra 
of America, and the Jazz Band of America. 
 
On behalf of our 400,000+ annual participants across the country, we strongly ask for your support, of the following, to 
ensure music and arts education remains strong: 
 

• Strengthen Arts Education in ESEA-Advance policies and resources that ensure access and equity to arts 
education for all students that develop literacy through sequential, standards-based arts education in a student’s 
scholastic environment.  

• Increase funding for Arts Education-Ensure that adequate funding is available for participatory, hands-on music 
and arts education in public education as well as funding for community arts learning opportunities that enhance the 
students’ educational experience and long-term success in a global society. 

• Ensure level or increased funding for the National Endowment for the Arts-For the creation, preservation and 
presentation of the arts in America. 

• Encourage charitable gifts to support the arts in our communities-We urge Congress to preserve incentives for 
charitable giving, including tax deductibility and the IRA Charitable Rollover. 

 
By expanding our advocacy efforts and equipping music supporters with advocacy tools and resources, Music for All 
promotes music's impact on student growth and achievement with a national voice. Music for All’s programming serves as a 
model and showcases excellence to the nation.  
 
Active participation in music and arts education develops leadership skills, which foster creativity and innovation while 
providing the necessary life skills to prepare young men and women for success in a global society. On behalf of all of the 
students, teachers, parents, alumni, and supporters of Music for All programming, we thank you for your continued support of 
music and arts education for all. 
 
Respectfully,  
 

 
 
Eric L. Martin 
President & CEO 



National Association for Music Education | 1806 Robert Fulton Drive, Reston, VA 20191 
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March 24, 2015 

Dear Member of Congress: 

The National Association for Music Education, representing over 100,000 current, former, and future music educators, is 

proud to be a National Co-sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2015. As one of the largest arts education organizations in the 

world, we urge you to prioritize access to high quality music education in America’s schools, particularly with regard to 

the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. 

We have identified five key areas for ESEA reauthorization that are critical to ensuring access to music study as part of a 

broad and rich education for all students, as follows:  

STRENGTHENED STATUS: We ask that Congress maintain the core academic subject section in any reauthorization of the 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act, so as to strengthen the importance of music education in the law, for 

purposes of garnering state-level funding and other forms of support. 

INCREASED ACCESSIBILITY: We ask that Congress strengthen language in the ESEA to ensure that even the most 
disadvantaged of students have access to high quality music education programs, so as to increase clarity as to the 
availability of such resources, for use in this regard. 

EQUITABLE TEACHER EVALUATION: We ask that Congress offer language in any reauthorization of the ESEA that 
ensures that music educators will be always evaluated by qualified individuals utilizing reliable measures germane to 
their discipline of study, and to make certain that ultimate accountability for all such measures is directly attributable to 
music teachers themselves.  
 
BALANCED ACCOUNTABILITY: We ask that Congress recognize the reliability of multiple measures of performance in 
developing corresponding State plans, in any reauthorization of the ESEA, so as to ensure that in making school district 
accountability determinations, “well-rounded” factors, such as achievement in music, are considered, in addition to 
state assessment results in reading/language arts and mathematics.  
 
ENHANCED TEACHER PREPARATION: We ask that Congress insert further clarifying language in any reauthorization of 
the ESEA that ensures all federal granting opportunities for purposes of preparing, training, and recruiting high quality 
teachers and principals include a measure of consideration as to the importance of high quality music and arts education 
delivery abilities. 
 
On behalf of our members, I thank you for your support and look forward to working with you to increase the status and 
presence of the arts in our nation’s classrooms, particularly for students most in need. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Christopher Woodside 

Assistant Executive Director, NAfME 



 

 

March 24, 2015 
     

Dear Member of Congress, 
 

The National Art Education Association is pleased to be a National Co-sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 
2015.  The National Art Education Association (NAEA) advances visual arts education to fulfill human 
potential and promote global understanding. Founded in 1947, The National Art Education Association is 
the leading professional membership organization exclusively for visual arts educators. Members include 
elementary, middle and high school visual arts educators, college and university professors, researchers 
and scholars, teaching artists, administrators and supervisors, art museum educators and university 
students preparing to be art educators.  
 

NAEA promotes art education through professional development, service, advancement of research, 
knowledge, and leadership. In order to fulfill this mission, NAEA provides expertise, training, and 
resources that support professional growth and leadership, helping members affect the quality of student 
learning in their local schools, communities, and states. The Association believes that all students 
deserve a comprehensive, balanced and sequential program of instruction in the visual arts. Further, the 
Association believes that the art curriculum should be led and taught by teachers who are certified and 
qualified in the visual arts and designed to provide students with skills and knowledge in the arts in 
accordance with national, state and local standards.  
 

On behalf of the nation’s 90,000 professional visual arts educators, the National Art Education 
Association offers the following recommendations: 

 Appropriate $30 million for the Arts in Education programs in the FY2015 Labor-HHS-Education 
appropriations bill, authorized under the current Elementary and Secondary Education Act. 

 In the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA): 
Retain the definition of core academic subjects including the arts and strengthen equitable access 
to arts learning through the following actions: 

o Require states to report annually on student access to, and participation in all core 
academic subjects. 

o Strengthen arts education in provisions relating to early childhood education, Title I,   
student with disabilities, teaching effectiveness, school turnaround, charter schools, 
national data collection, and student assessment. 

o Retain the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program, which supports 
afterschool, out-of-school programs and expanded learning time in schools. 

o Improve the U.S. Department of Education’s national data collection regarding what 
students know and are able to do in the arts and the conditions for teaching and learning 
in arts education. 

 Maintain arts education grant support at the U.S. Department of Education: 
Administer a direct, nationally funded competitive program that ensures dedicated resources 
to support large-scale model arts education projects that improve teaching in the arts, are 
inclusive, and leverage the power of the arts to support comprehensive school reform. 

 

Thank you for your interest and thoughtful consideration of these recommendations. 
 

Sincerely,  
 

 
 
 

Dennis Inhulsen, NAEA President   Deborah B. Reeve, EdD 
Principal, Patterson Elementary School   Executive Director 
Holly, MI      National Art Education Association 



March 24, 2015 
 
Dear Member of Congress:  
 
The National Dance Education Organization is proud to be a National Co-Sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2015. As the nation’s 
advocates for dance educators and dance education centered in the arts, we urge members of the House and Senate to 
consider the very real benefits of high quality dance education in the United States. All of our children need access to the best 
resources in order to reap the benefits of dance and to become active, engaged, creative contributors to the workforce. 
 
The U.S faces numerous challenges including how to address the needs of multi-cultural populations, rises in poverty levels, 
homelessness, and the needs of differently-abled students in our schools. Today’s students face a global marketplace with a 
demand for creative thinkers who can thrive in a knowledge-based economy. To meet these challenges, we need: 
 
Quality dance programs in all schools. 
Research shows that dance directly builds both creative skills (discipline, innovation, perseverance at task, abstract thinking, 
and complex problem-solving) and health (addressing issues of obesity and supporting lifelong wellness). Dance also provides 
a modality for cross-cultural understanding and personal efficacy. We urge Congress to help us chart access to quality dance 
education through improved and inclusive surveys and to include dance in the National Assessment of Educational Progress 
so we can build on our understanding of how high quality dance programs impact our nation’s learners.  
  
Standards-based dance education beginning in early childhood. 
Children are natural dancers, but stakeholders do not always understand how critical movement is to learning. On June 4, 
2014, NDEO, as a member of the National Coalition for Core Arts Standards, debuted the new National Core Arts Standards 
in Dance. These standards will help educators ensure that children have the opportunities to develop their natural talents and 
achieve in-depth learning. For more, visit: www.ndeo.org/coreartsdance.  
 
Highly qualified teachers and model programs. 
We recognize the importance of professional development and the role model programs play in education. NDEO has 
developed Professional Teaching Standards for Dance Arts to ensure that children have the best instruction possible and that 
teachers have sufficient content and pedagogical knowledge to address the needs of all children. NDEO has also developed 
criteria for model dance education programs that are designed to be taught by qualified educators in a graduated curriculum 
for all populations. In 2012, NDEO launched the Online Professional Development Institute (OPDI), using online learning to 
make needed professional development with experts in the field more widely accessible to dance educators.  
 
Dance in STEAM. 
EVIDENCE has been compiled that supports the inclusion of dance practices in developing 21st Century thinkers and 
experimenters, who add value to scientists and engineers through STEAM (not only STEM) curricula. Dance teaches 
innovative thinking and design principles, and develops cognitive capacities for design resolution and imaginative development 
of technology. Please see NDEO’s recent report, Evidence: A Report on the Impact of Dance in the K-12 School Setting, here: 
www.ndeo.org/evidence.  
 
The Value of Dance Education 
Among the art forms (Dance, Media Arts, Music, Theatre, and Visual Arts), Dance is uniquely positioned to teach social skills, 
tolerance, and collaboration. Dance allows children the opportunity to explore physical and kinesthetic senses that promote 
self-esteem and a healthy, active life. Children with ADHD have said that the world comes into focus while dancing. Students 
who study dance test higher on the SATs (36 points higher on the verbal and 15 points higher on the math sections) and 
students of minority multicultural populations test as kinesthetic learners. Only 20% of U.S schools have dance programs, and 
only 7% of students are taught by a qualified dance educator. Every child deserves an opportunity to create, present, and 
learn through dance. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Susan McGreevy-Nichols, Executive Director 





 
 
 
 
 
 
March 24, 2015 
 
 
 
Dear Member of Congress: 
 
As a National Co-Sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2015, and on behalf of our diverse 
constituency of more than 430 member organizations serving more than ten million 
students yearly, the National Guild for Community Arts Education asks that you help 
us ensure all Americans have access to lifelong learning opportunities in the arts. 
 
As the sole national service organization for community arts education providers since 
1937, the National Guild’s network of nonprofit arts education organizations includes 
neighborhood music schools, arts and cultural centers, and arts education divisions of 
universities, theater and dance companies, museums, parks and recreation departments, 
and others. United by their common commitment to ensuring equitable access to arts 
education, these organizations foster lifelong participation in the performing, visual, 
media, and literary arts, and develop the artists (amateur and professional), educators, and 
audiences of the future.   
 
Research shows that quality instruction in the arts has many benefits for individuals and 
communities. When sustained and responsive to community needs, these programs can 
promote a sense of shared culture and belonging, foster cognitive development, improve 
health, and advance economic growth.  
 
The benefits of arts education accrue over time and demand long-term 
partnerships, professional development for staff and teaching artists, and financial 
resources. To ensure that the arts learning needs and interests of all Americans are 
adequately addressed, we ask you to support a budget of $155 million for the National 
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in FY2015, appropriate $30 million in funding for the 
Arts in Education (AIE) programs at the U.S. Department of Education, and retain the 
Arts in Education program as a distinct grant competition in FY2015 appropriations.  
 
Today, thousands of nonprofit arts organizations and government agencies are providing 
open access to classes, lessons, and workshops in dance, literary arts, media arts, music, 
theater, visual arts, and other disciplines. Many also are providing learning/development 
through the arts with a focus on positive aging, youth and community development, and 
other areas. Through partnerships with public schools, senior centers, public agencies and 
other organizations, they help ensure the broadest possible access to arts education. 
 
With your support, the arts sector can continue to strengthen these important programs 
and increase lifelong learning opportunities in the arts for every American. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

Jonathan Herman 
Executive Director 
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To:       The Members of Congress 
From:   The Board of Directors of the National Music Council 
Date:    March 24, 2015 
 
 
The members of the National Music Council, who together represent some one million 
individuals, are unified in a commitment to support music education because we know how 
much a balanced, sequential education that includes music can bring to the development of 
our young people. We have all, individually and collectively, seen the impact that music 
education has on the social, physical, and intellectual growth of students. We have all 
watched with growing interest the explosion of research that backs up our long-held belief in 
the essential importance of music education.  

Sadly, we have also seen the growth of forces that stand in the way of every child receiving 
the benefits of music education. Sometimes these forces are political; sometimes they are 
budgetary; and sometimes they are simply administrative. In all cases, however, they can be 
easily overcome with a simple commitment (reflected in legislation and in funding) to 
providing our children with the benefits of music education.  

In light of this, we ask your commitment for the following legislative recommendations: 

• We ask that Congress maintain music in the core academic subject section in any 
reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
 

• We ask that Congress strengthen language in the ESEA to ensure that even the 
most disadvantaged of students have access to high quality music education 
programs  

 
• We ask that Congress offer language in any reauthorization of the ESEA that 

ensures that music educators will be always evaluated by qualified individuals 
utilizing reliable measures germane to their discipline of study 

 
• We ask that Congress recognize the reliability of multiple measures of performance 

in developing corresponding State plans to ensure that in making school district 
accountability determinations, “well-rounded” factors, such as achievement in music, 
are considered  

 
• We ask that Congress insert further clarifying language in any reauthorization of the 

ESEA that ensures all federal granting opportunities for purposes of preparing, 
training, and recruiting high quality teachers and principals include a measure of 
consideration as to the importance of high quality music and arts education delivery 
abilities.  

 
We will all benefit from these measures: the music industry, which contributes significantly to 
our national economy; professional performers, who add immeasurably to our communities; 
composers, arrangers, and publishers, who bring the riches of creation to our national life; 
and most of all, our children. We thank you for your consideration of these important goals. 







 
 

March 24, 2015 
 
Dear Member of Congress: 
 
As the national service organization for the opera community and a National Co-Sponsor of Arts Advocacy 
Day 2015, OPERA America encourages you to support federal policy that will strengthen the arts in America.  
 
Founded in 1970, OPERA America has an international membership that includes nearly 150 Professional 
Company Members, 300 Associate and Business Members, 2,000 Individual Members and over 16,000 
subscribers to its electronic news service. OPERA America is dedicated to supporting the creation, 
presentation, and enjoyment of opera, drawing on resources from within and beyond the opera field to 
advance a mutually beneficial agenda that serves and strengthens the field. 
 
On behalf of OPERA America’s membership and those that it serves, we urge you to strengthen federal 
support for the arts in the following ways: 
 

 Advance creativity and preserve citizen access to the arts by supporting a budget of $155 million for the 
National Endowment for the Arts for FY16; 
 

 Preserve incentives for charitable giving by protecting the full scope and value of the charitable tax 
deduction, without which public access to the arts would severely diminish; reject attempts divide the 
charitable sector by favoring certain types of charities over others; and reinstate and make permanent the IRA 
Charitable Rollover; 
 

 Improve student access to the arts by allocating $30 million for the Arts in Education (AIE) programs at the 
U.S. Department of Education for FY16 and retain the AIE program as a distinct grant competition in FY16 
appropriations; 
 

 In reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), retain the arts in the definition 
of core academic subjects; and conduct dedicated hearings on how arts education develops skills in creativity 
and innovation; 
 

 Encourage international cultural exchange by appropriating $110 million to the Office of Citizen Exchanges 
within the State Department’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs for FY16 and dedicate increased 
resources to the Cultural Programs Division’s arts diplomacy programs; and conduct research and evaluations 
on the impact, value, and success of arts diplomacy. 

 

 Enact the Arts Require Timely Service (ARTS) provision, which will require U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) to reduce total processing time for petitions filed by, or on behalf of, nonprofit 
arts-related organizations and to take actions to improve the artist visa process. 
 
We encourage you to support funding and policies that continue to strengthen opera and the performing arts 
in communities across the nation.  
 
Sincerely, 

     
Marc A. Scorca      Brandon Gryde 
President and CEO      Director of Government Affairs 
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March 24, 2015 

 

Dear Member of Congress: 
       

The Performing Arts Alliance (PAA) is pleased to be a National Co-Sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2015.  We look forward to this annual 
gathering on Capitol Hill with fellow national arts advocates to ask your support for policies recognizing the importance of the arts in America.  
  

The Alliance is a coalition of 15 national service organizations from the professional nonprofit performing arts field. We advocate for national 
policies that enhance and foster our sector’s contributions to our nation. Collectively, PAA represents over 33,000 organizations and 
individuals nationwide across many genres of the performing arts. Our members include:    
 

 Alternate ROOTS 

 American Composers Forum  

 Association of Performing Arts Presenters 

 Chamber Music America 

 Chorus America 

 Dance/USA 

 Fractured Atlas 

 League of American Orchestras 

 National Alliance for Musical Theatre 

 National Association of Latino Arts and Cultures 

 National Performance Network 

 Network of Ensemble Theaters 

 New Music USA 

 OPERA America 

 Theatre Communications Group 

 
On behalf of our members and their audiences, we ask you to support the following actions: 

 

 Increase Funding for the NEA – Support $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in FY16. The NEA’s role in 
our nation’s arts infrastructure is critical. Its grant programs reach every congressional district in America with high-quality arts 
performances, educational projects, and community building initiatives. 
  

 Protect Charitable Giving Incentives – Changes to the charitable deduction would negatively impact the ability of nonprofits—
including arts organizations—to serve their communities. Protect the full value and scope of charitable giving and also permanently 
reinstate the IRA Charitable Rollover. 
  

 Improve Access to Arts Education for All Students – Support the Arts in Education (AIE) program at the U.S. Dept. of 
Education as a distinct grant program at $30 million for FY16. AIE provides professional development for arts educators and 
advances research-based, arts-centered models for improving student learning. 
  

 Support Arts Education in ESEA – As Congress reauthorizes the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, retain language 
defining "core academic subjects" which includes the arts and acknowledges their relevance in a complete education. Ensure 
students have equitable access to this complete education by requiring annual state reporting on student participation in arts 
learning. 
  

 Improve Visa Processing for Artists from Abroad – Enact the Arts Require Timely Service provision requiring U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services to reduce the total processing time for O and P petitions filed by, or on behalf of, nonprofit arts-related 
organizations. 
  

 Increase Funding for Cultural Exchange – Appropriate $110 million to the State Department’s Office of Citizen Exchanges and 
encourage the Department to research and evaluate the impact of arts diplomacy on building cross-cultural understanding. 
  

 Protect Performing Arts Technology – Urge the FCC to provide interference protection—via access to the geo-location 
database—for wireless microphones and backstage communications systems used in the performing arts. Urge the Commission to 
establish a mechanism to reimburse performing arts organizations that must buy new wireless equipment if forced to move in the 
broadcast spectrum after the upcoming incentive auctions. 

 
We look forward to working with you to create policies supporting the performing arts in communities across the nation. 

 

Sincerely, 

      
Mario Garcia Durham      Cristine Davis 
Chair, Performing Arts Alliance     General Manager, Performing Arts Alliance 
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March 24, 2015 
 
Dear Member of Congress, 
 
South Arts is a National Co-Sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2015. We are a nonprofit regional arts 
organization with the mission of strengthening the South through advancing excellence in the arts, 
connecting the arts to key state and national policies and nurturing a vibrant quality of life. We work in 
partnership with the nine state arts agencies of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee. Together, we serve a very large and diverse 
population. South Arts carries out its work with the support of the National Endowment for the Arts. 
 
We feel strongly about the importance of the issues coming before this Congress. Specifically, we urge 
you to support the following: 
 
Federal Cultural Agencies: We ask you to support a budget of $155 million for the National 
Endowment for the Arts (NEA). This figure would enable the NEA to maintain its core programs. We 
also ask Congress to fully fund at $38.6 mil. the Office of Museum Services within the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services. 
 
Artists, Entrepreneurs, and Small Business: We urge you to support America’s creative economy and 
recognize artists as critical members of the small business community. A new U.S. Bureau of Economic 
Analysis measure of the arts and cultural sector's contributions to U.S. gross domestic product (GDP) 
found that it contributes 3.2% or about $504 billion annually. Ensuring access to federal small business 
programs can provide greater support to artist entrepreneurs in your district and state. 
 
Arts Education: We ask you to support an appropriation of $30 million to fund the Arts in Education 
programs of the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Innovation and Improvement. We ask that 
your education reform efforts include strengthening the arts in order to support creativity in every child’s 
education. 
 
Tax Legislation: We urge you to cosponsor legislation allowing artists to take a fair-market value 
deduction for contributions of their own work to museum, libraries, and cultural institutions. We also ask 
you preserve incentives for charitable giving including tax deductibility and the IRA Rollover—allowing 
tax-free distributions from individual retirement accounts to increase charitable giving. Finally we call on 
you to reject any attempts to divide the charitable sector by favoring certain types of charities over others. 
 
We thank you for supporting all of the issues included in this Congressional Arts Handbook on behalf of 
the creative and historic work of America’s cultural organizations. 
 
Respectfully yours, 

 
Suzette M. Surkamer 
Executive Director 



 
 

March 24, 2015 

       

Dear Member of Congress:   

 

On behalf of Theatre Communications Group – the national service organization for the American 

theatre – and the nearly 500 not-for-profit theatres across the country that comprise our 

membership, we urge you to support funding for the National Endowment for the Arts at 

$155 million, for arts education programs at the U.S. Department of Education at $30 

million, for enlightened tax policies benefiting the arts and to urge the FCC to protect wireless 

microphones by preserving access to a reliable geo-location database. Nearly 1,800 not-for-

profit professional theatres in the U.S., those that filed IRS Form 990, present performances to a 

combined annual attendance of nearly 35 million people. 

 

Our country’s not-for-profit theatres develop innovative educational activities and outreach 

programs, providing millions of young people, including “at-risk” youth, with important skills for 

the future by expanding their creativity and developing problem-solving, reasoning and 

communication abilities – preparing today’s students to become tomorrow’s citizens.  Our theatres 

present new works and serve as catalysts for economic growth in their local communities.   NEA-

funded theatres have become increasingly responsive to their communities, producing work that 

reflects and celebrates the strength of our nation’s diversity.  At the same time, these theatres 

provide artistic homes to nurture and develop the current generation of acclaimed writers, actors, 

directors and designers who also work on Broadway and in film and television industries.   

 

Indeed, the entire not-for-profit arts industry stimulates the economy, creates jobs and attracts 

tourism dollars.  The not-for-profit arts generate $135.2 billion annually in economic activity, 

support 4.13 million jobs and return $9.59 billion in federal income taxes.  Art museums, exhibits 

and festivals combine with performances of theatre, dance, opera and music to draw tourists and 

their consumer dollars to communities nationwide.  Federal funding of the arts creates a 

significant return, generating many more dollars in matching funds for each federal dollar 

awarded, and is clearly an investment in the economic health of America.  In a difficult economy 

where corporate donations and foundation grants are diminished, and increased ticket prices would 

undermine efforts to broaden and diversify audiences, these federal funds simply cannot be 

replaced. Maintaining the strength of the not-for-profit sector, along with the commercial sector, is 

vital to the economic health of our nation.  

 

Theatre Communications Group, as a National Co-Sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2015, urges 

you to support funding for FY16 for the NEA, so that not-for-profit professional arts organizations 

can continue to educate and entertain audiences, train the next generation of artists, better equip 

tomorrow’s citizens and generate local revenue nationwide. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

     
Teresa Eyring     Laurie Baskin 

Executive Director Director of Research, Policy & Collective 

Action 
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