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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES (in session order) 
 
WELCOME & OPENING 
 

Marete Wester, M.S.  
Marete A. Wester, M.S., joined the staff of Americans for the Arts, the nation’s leading 
nonprofit organization advancing the arts and arts education in America, in April of 2006 after 
more than twenty-five years as a nonprofit arts and arts education manager, consultant, 
educator and writer. As Senior Director of Arts Policy she is responsible for the development 
of cross-sector policy issues and related strategic alliances nationally and internationally. 
Among her primary current focus areas include arts and military/Veterans issues, 
international engagement, as well as public health, healthcare and the environment. During 
her tenure, she has helped develop and launch several of Americans for the Arts’ signature 
policy forums, including the annual National Arts Policy Roundtable in partnership with the 
Sundance Institute. She helped initiate and now facilitates and manages the National Initiative 
for Arts and Health in the Military—an effort that brings all branches of the U.S. military in 

collaboration with civilian agencies to advance the policy, practice, and quality use of arts and creativity as tools for 
health for all active duty military, staff, family members, Veterans and their caregivers. An experienced administrator of 
cross-sector collaborations and initiative development, she is responsible for managing major strategic alliance 
relationships, including stewarding formal Memorandums of Agreement with the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
and Veterans Health Administration, and collaborations with diverse national service organizations and public agencies 
including the American Legion Auxiliary, Corporation for National Service, the National Endowment for the Arts, the 
National Center for Complementary and Integrative Health/National Institutes of Health and the Department of Defense 
Office of Warrior Care Policy. She represents Americans for the Arts on the US Department of State’s National Council 
for UNESCO. She holds a bachelor's of music performance degree from Wilkes University, PA and a master's degree in 
Arts Administration from Drexel University in Philadelphia. Americans for the Arts was awarded a cooperative 
agreement in July 2016, to administer the expansion of the Creative Forces – NEA Military Healing Arts Network. Ms. 
Wester serves as Americans for the Arts Project Director for Creative Forces. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.artsacrossthemilitary.org/
http://www.artsacrossthemilitary.org/
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Andrea Assaf 
Andrea Assaf is Guest Faculty in the USF School of Theatre & Dance, where she teaches the 
"Building Bridges" Devised Theatre course, open to all majors.  She is the Artistic Director of 
Art2Action Inc., and the lead artist/curator of "THIS Bridge: Arab, Middle Eastern & Muslim 
Artists" Series at USF.  Andrea is a writer, performer, director and cultural organizer.  As Artistic 
Director of Art2Action Inc., she creates and tours original theatre, and serves as the National 
Coordinator of the Institute for Directing & Ensemble Creation (Art2Action/ Pangea World 
Theater).  She’s also a consultant with the Arts & Democracy Project, former Artistic Director of 
New WORLD Theater (2004-09), and former Program Associate for Animating Democracy (2001-

04).  She has a Masters degree in Performance Studies and a BFA in acting, both from NYU’s Tisch School of the 
Arts.  Andrea’s performance work ranges from interdisciplinary solo and collaborative productions, to spoken 
word.  Original, full-length touring productions include: Eleven Reflections on September (2011-15), Outside the Circle 
(2012),  Fronteras Desviadas / Deviant Borders with Mujeres en Ritual (2005-06), and Globalicities (2003).  Recent 
directing credits include: Speed Killed My Cousin by Carpetbag Theatre (2012-15); breaking letter(s) by Suheir Hammad 
(2008); Parang Sabil by Kinding Sindaw (2007).   Publications include numerous poems, articles and Civic Dialogue, Arts & 
Culture co-authored with Pam Korza and Barbara Schaffer Bacon (Americans for the Arts, 2005).  Service:  Board of 
CAATA (Consortium of Asian American Theaters & Artists), Alternate ROOTS, and International Management Committee 
of WPI (Women Playwrights International).  Membership:  RAWI (Radius of Arab American Writers).   
 
 

 
Robert L. Lynch   
Keynote Address:  The History – and Future – of the Arts in the Military 
Robert L. Lynch is president and CEO of Americans for the Arts. With more than 40 years of 
experience in the arts industry, he is motivated by his personal mission to empower 
communities and leaders to advance the arts in society and in the lives of citizens. The 
services and membership of Americans for the Arts have grown to more than 50 times their 
original size under his three decades of leadership. He has personally reached audiences in 
over 2000 locations spanning all 50 states and more than a dozen nations, with diverse 
constituencies ranging from Native American tribal gatherings to the U.S. Armed Forces in 
Europe to the President of the United States. Under his direction, Americans for the Arts 
has become a leader in documenting and articulating the key role played by the nonprofit 

arts and culture industry, and its audiences, in strengthening our nation’s economy. He has also been instrumental in 
creating a strong portfolio of projects and information about the transformative value of the arts in non-arts areas such 
as civic dialogue and work with the Pentagon, West Point, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Veterans Health 
Administration and Walter Reed National Military Medical Center focusing on the arts and military and Veterans issues. 
Currently, Mr. Lynch is serving a second term on the U.S. Travel and Tourism Advisory Board, a position appointed by the 
U.S. Secretary of Commerce. The NonProfit Times Power & Influence Top 50 has recognized him as one of the most 
influential executives in the nonprofit sector for three consecutive years. 
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SESSION I:  Envisioning the Future – Report and Conversation on the 2016 national 
Roundtable on Arts & Health across the Military Continuum and Blueprint for Action/2020 

 

Moderator:  Nolen V. Bivens, BGEN, USA, RET 
Nolen Bivens, Brigadier General U.S. Army (retired), currently serves as President NB 
Leadership and Management Consulting Inc. Bivens’ military service spans more than three 
decades. His last military assignment was chief of staff, U.S. Southern Command in Miami, 
Florida, Chief Operations Officer for Coalition Forces Land Component Command during 
Operations Enduring Freedom, deputy Commanding General 4th Infantry Division and deputy 
director, Regional Operations for the U.S Coalition Provisional Authority during in Iraqi 
Freedom. His staff experience includes Army Staff, Joint staff, U.S. Special Operations 
Command, and Assistant Secretary of the Army for Research Development and Acquisition. 
Board member, American for the Arts – the nation’s leading nonprofit organization for 

advancing the arts and arts education serving on strategic planning, audit, and international development committees. 
Other community and non-profit contributions and activities include Haiti Cultural Recover Project National Summit: 
Arts and Healing for Wounded Warriors 2011 and 2013. During his service, Bivens received numerous awards and 
decorations including the Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit and Bronze Star Medal with oak leaf clusters. 
Bivens holds a Bachelor of Science degree in chemistry from South Carolina State University, Orangeburg, S.C., and 
Master of Science degrees in management and operations research from the Naval Post Graduate School, Monterey, 
Calif. and a degree in national security and strategic studies from the National Defense University, Washington, D.C. 
 
 

Ashley Atkins, Ph.D. 
Dr. Ashley L. Atkins is Manager, Corporate Contributions & Community Relations at Johnson  
& Johnson where she is responsible for partner relationships and grant making. Since 2013, 
she has directed program development in the areas of healthcare, education and the arts in 
the New Jersey communities where Johnson & Johnson employees live and work.  Since 2007, 
Dr. Atkins has led Johnson & Johnson’s work in arts and health, a program that enhances the 
healthcare experience for patients, families, and caregivers through the support of innovative 
arts programs in healthcare settings.  Before serving in this role, Dr. Atkins managed the 
Johnson & Johnson Corporate Art Program, where she was responsible for curating and 
managing the Corporate Art Collection and several exhibitions series in the Corporate 
Headquarters. Prior to joining Johnson & Johnson in 2001, she was an adjunct professor at 

Rutgers University as well as University of Massachusetts Amherst where she taught courses in art history and 
expository writing.  Dr. Atkins is also the Co-Chairman of the steering committee of the Alliance for Arts and Health New 
Jersey.  Dr. Atkins received her Ph.D. from Rutgers University, New Brunswick, completing a dissertation entitled, 
“Winslow Homer and the Aesthetic Movement.” She holds an M.A. in Art History from the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, and a B.A. in Art History from Duke University.   
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Moira McGuire, CAPT, USPHS, DHA  
CAPT Moira G. McGuire is a nurse officer with the US Public Health Service and serves as 
Assistant Chief, General Internal Medicine and chief of Integrative Health & Wellness at 
Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, Bethesda. She has worked extensively with 
health disparities in behavioral health and oncology settings and most recently used her skills 
and experience to craft and enhance the care of our country’s wounded, ill and injured service 
members as the Program Manager of Warrior Clinic. She is the daughter of an opera 
singer/voice teacher father and pianist/painter/playwright mother who studied Irish Dance, 
ballet, piano, violin, flute and harp. She is the founder of the annual Healing Arts Exhibit at 
Walter Reed, now in its 12th year, which provides a showcase for those using the arts in their 
treatment and recovery experiences. She is a founding member of the Public Health Service 

Choral Ensemble, which she served as co-lead for 13 years, and a founding member of the National Initiative. The focus 
of her professional work lies in the belief that creativity and expression are not only essential elements in the treatment 
of illness and injury, but in the prevention of them as well. 
 
SESSION II:  Supporting the Needs of Women Veterans through the Arts 

Moderator:  Moira McGuire, CAPT, USPHS, DHA (see bio above) 
 

Brooke King 
Brooke King served in the United States Army, deploying to Iraq in 2006 as a wheel vehicle 
mechanic, machine gunner, and recovery specialist. She began writing my unique experiences 
down as a way to cope with PTSD, but found that my writing ability along with my combat 
experience gave her a distinct voice within the war genre. Since obtaining my MFA from Sierra 
Nevada, she has refocused her writing, bringing perspective and insight into the involvement of 
female soldiers, as well as civilians that experience conflict or war.  Her work has been published 
in O Dark Thirty, War Literature and the Arts, Press 53's fiction war anthology Home of the Brave: 
Somewhere in the Sand, University of Nebraska Press and Potomac Books Anthology Red, White, 
and True, Prairie Schooner's Winter 2013 Literary Magazine, Hudson Whitman Excelsior Press 
Anthology Retire the Colors, as well as KPBS literary series Incoming. Her chapbook, Love in the 

Shape of a War Zone was released in October 2013 by Green Rabbit Press. Currently, Brooke works as a professor of War 
Literature in MA Creative Writing Program at Saint Leo University. Her memoir, Full Battle Rattle is forthcoming.  
 

Kiersten Downs 
Kiersten Downs served for over 8 years in the Air Force and New York Air National Guard where 
she was deployed three times over seas during Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring 
Freedom. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science, a Master’s degree in Conflict 
Analysis and Resolution with a focus in Organizational Conflict Management, and a graduate 
certificate in Women and Gender Studies. Currently, Kiersten is a doctoral candidate in the 
Department of Applied Anthropology at the University of South Florida in Tampa. Her 

dissertation research is a mixed methods study on women Veterans and their transition experiences post military 
service. Her past work experience includes four years as a congressional staffer, and over five years of experience 
working in project management, data collection, and research analysis on military Veteran centered projects dealing 
with Veteran transition and reintegration, suicide prevention, military sexual trauma, and employment needs. She is 
currently working as a Health Science Research Assistant with the Center of Innovation on Disability and Rehabilitation 
Research (CINDRR) at the James A. Haley VA in Tampa, Florida. She was selected as the 2013 national Student Veteran of 
the Year for Student Veterans of America for her advocacy and fundraising efforts on behalf of the organization and 
serves on the national Board of Directors for SVA.  
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Patricia Jones, Ph.D.  
Dr. Patricia Jones (PhD) is in Tampa, Florida serving as Veteran and Creative Arts Reintegration 
(CAR) Coordinator, a joint position with The Carpetbag Theatre and Art2Action, supporting the 
National Summit on Arts & Health in the Military, as well as the pilot program for the veteran 
research project. Patricia is a veteran, and a Digital Storytelling facilitator, who recently 
graduated with a PhD in Higher Education Administration from the University of Tennessee 
(UT). She earned certificates in qualitative research and cultural studies. She holds a Master’s 
degree in Sports Psychology from UT; and an undergraduate degree from Ohio State 
University in Psychology, with a minor in Sociology. Patricia entered into the United States 

Army for four years after high school graduation, and continued on to complete five additional years of service in the 
United States Army National Guard. Patricia’s work to become a social change agent began with a service-learning 
project during her graduate studies. In 2013, she began to work for the Appalachian Community Fund where she still 
serves as the social media specialist and development/office assistant. She also works with several nonprofit 
organizations, including The Carpetbag Theatre, Community Shares, where she currently holds the position of President 
on the Board of Directors and a council member on the James A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital (JAHVH), Center of Innovation 
on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (CINDRR) Veteran Engagement. 

 
COL Melanie Prince, USAF  
Colonel Melanie A. Prince is the commander of the 30th Medical Group, Vandenberg AFB, 
California. She commands 204 military and civilian personnel in the delivery of primary care 
and outpatient multidisciplinary services. Colonel Prince develops strategic and operational 
plans to ensure compliance with military and civilian regulatory agency standards. Dedicated 
to improving the lives of its 14,000 beneficiaries, the 30th Medical Group supports the 
wartime readiness missions of Team Vandenberg's 14th Air Force, 30th Space Wing, and 40 
associated tenant units charged with assuring access to and from space in support of our 
strategic assets for the defense of our nation.   
Colonel Prince hails from Opelousas, Louisiana, where she earned a direct commission into the 

United States Air Force after completing her Bachelors of Science degree in Nursing from the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette.  She also earned an MS degree in Adult Health Nursing Case Management from the University of Arizona.  

 
Isaura Ramirez  
Always the odd one out, army veteran Isaura Ramirez will crack you up with her unexpected 
take on American culture.  As a Latina combat veteran, she draws from her unique experiences 
growing up in Puerto Rico, serving in the military, and being the token minority among her 
friends. Ramirez has had a colorful career, and it just getting started.  She is a retired Army 
Captain, has owned her own restaurant small business, served both in the active army as a 
logistics officer, and as an enlisted public affairs soldier in the Puerto Rico National Guard.  She 
spent 15 months deployed to Al Anbar province, Iraq mentoring the Iraqi Army in logistics 
where she was awarded the bronze star.  She found comedy through the Armed Services Arts 

Partnership (ASAP)'s Comedy Bootcamp - the only stand-up comedy class exclusively for veterans. She has performed at 
the White House, New York City's Gotham Comedy Club, Virginia Beach and Richmond FunnyBone, Cozzy's Comedy 
Club, Walter Reed Hospital, Fort Eustis, Langley Air Force Base, Kimball Theatre, Muscarelle Museum of Art, Comedy 
Club of Williamsburg, and The College of William & Mary.  In addition to doing performances up and down the East 
Coast, she serves as an instructor and mentor to aspiring veteran comics from Comedy Bootcamp class.   Isaura has a 
Masters of Arts in International Relations from the University of Oklahoma, and a Bachelor of Arts in Journalism.  She is 
originally from Guaynabo, Puerto Rico, and now lives in Williamsburg, Virginia with her husband, Armando, and her four 
year old daughter, Alana.  

http://www.asapasap.org/
http://www.asapasap.org/
http://comedybootcamp.org/
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ARTISTS PLENARY  
 
Moderator: Andrea Assaf (see bio above) 
 

Liz Lerman  
Liz Lerman is a choreographer, performer, writer, educator and speaker, and the recipient of 
numerous honors, including a 2002 MacArthur "Genius Grant" and a 2011 United States 
Artists Ford Fellowship in Dance. A key aspect of her artistry is opening her process to 
various publics from shipbuilders to physicists, resulting in both research and outcomes that 
are participatory, relevant, urgent, and usable by others. She founded Liz Lerman Dance 
Exchange in 1976 and led it until 2011. Her most recent work, Healing Wars, toured across 
the US in 2014-15. Liz conducts residencies on Critical Response Process, creative research, 
the intersection of art and science, and the building of narrative within dance performance 
at such institutions as Harvard University, Yale School of Drama, Wesleyan University, 
Guildhall School of Music and Drama, and the National Theatre Studio among others. Her 
third book, Hiking the Horizontal: Field Notes from a Choreographer, was published in 2011 
by Wesleyan University Press. As of 2016 she is an Institute Professor at Arizona State 

University.  Picture credit – JS Rosenthal 
 
Paul Hurley  
Paul Hurley (Performer) is a Washington, D.C. native and graduated from Duke Ellington 
School of the Arts in 2004. Following this, he joined the Navy as a Gunners Mate (GM) with 
ambitions of becoming an elite Navy SEAL. Paul was injured overseas while attached to 
Mobile Security Squadron 3 Detachment, Bahrain and was flown back to the states where he 
recovered at Walter Reed and Bethesda Military Hospitals. After retiring from the Navy in 
2009, he graduated from George Mason University with a degree in Geospatial 
Communication in 2011. Currently, Paul works for MITRE, a federally funded research and 

development center (FFRDC), and is working to launch a distribution brewery in Northern Virginia called CasaNoVa 
Brewing LLC. 
 

Linda Parris-Bailey 
Linda Parris-Bailey is the Executive/Artistic Director and primary Playwright-in-Residence for 
The Carpetbag Theatre Inc. (CBT) in Knoxville, Tennessee. Her works are primarily story-
based plays with music focusing on themes of transformation and empowerment. She is the 
recipient of the 2015 Doris Duke Artists Award in Theatre. Her story-based plays with music 
are focused on themes of transformation and empowerment. Her current work, Speed Killed 
My Cousin (2012), presents the story of a young, African American, female veteran of the 
Iraq war, and her struggle with Moral Injury, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and Military 
Sexual Trauma.  Speed was awarded a NEFA National Theatre Project Grant to support 
touring (2015-2016) and an NPN Creation Funded Grant. Between a Ballad and a Blues 
(2008), her ode to Appalachian Renaissance man Howard "Louie Bluie" Armstrong was 

developed with support from the NPN Creation Fund and the Arts Presenters Ensemble Theatre Collaborations. What 
has been considered her signature work, Dark Cowboys and Prairie Queens, continues to be performed. She is a 
founding member of Alternate Roots and a senior advisor to The International Women Playwrights Conference. Her 
works have been published in Alternate Roots: Plays from The Southern Theatre and Ensemble Works and other 
anthologies of contemporary plays. She has presented at Americans for the Arts, APAP, and Imagining America.  
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Maurice Decaul  
Maurice Emerson Decaul, a former Marine, is a poet, essayist, and playwright, whose 
writing has been featured in the New York Times, The Daily Beast, Sierra Magazine, 
Epiphany, Callaloo, Narrative and others. His poems have been translated into French and 
Arabic and his theatrical works, Holding it Down and Sleep Song, collaborations with 
composer Vijay Iyer and poet Mike Ladd, have been produced and performed at New York 
City’s Harlem Stage, Washington DC’s ATLAS INTERSECTIONS FESTIVAL, in Paris and in 
Antwerp. His play Dijla Wal Furat, Between the Tigris and the Euphrates was produced in 
New York City by Poetic Theater Productions in the winter of 2015. Maurice is a graduate of 

Columbia University. He will graduate from New York University in the spring of 2015 and will begin working toward his 
MFA in playwriting at Brown University in the fall of 2015. 
 
 
 

Michael Trotter, Jr.  
Noted for his works in the United States Armed Forces as an Army War Veteran (Iraq), 
Michael Trotter, Jr. is both humbled and thankful to be alive, yet the music doesn’t stop 
there. With his eager approach to any stage he reels all emotion in when it comes to 
relating to the world he both served and protected. In addition to being a prolific artist 
Mike is also a songwriter.  Trotter, his wife Tanya, and Thillman Benham are The War and 
Treaty, an R&B trio whose name represents the pull between trauma and tranquility, music 
inspired by darkness and despair that ultimately finds a higher spiritual purpose. It’s a 
sound manifest on the group’s upcoming studio debut, Dear Martha.  The album’s first 
single, “Hi Ho,” a WMNF hit that is now being heard on radio stations throughout the 
country. Still, for all their optimism and initial intent, The War and Treaty, knows that as 

their name suggests, perseverance is key to success. They continue to tour, hoping to share songs of reconciliation and 
humanity.   
 
 
 

Teo Castellanos  
Teo Castellanos is an actor/writer/director, who works in theater, film and television. His 
award winning solo NE 2nd Avenue toured extensively for a decade and won the Fringe First 
Award at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, Scotland 2003. He founded the Dance/Theater 
Company Teo Castellanos D-Projects in 2003. Teo has toured solo and company works 
throughout the U.S., Europe, South America, China and the Caribbean.  Castellanos He is the 
recipient of several awards and grants including NEA, NEFA, MAP, Knight Arts Challenge, 
Knight Foundation People’s Choice Award, Miami-Dade County Cultural Affairs and also won 
the State of Florida Individual Artist Fellowship 2005 and 2013.  He’s a Sundance Institute 
Screen Writers Intensive Fellow 2015.  Film credits include playing opposite Matt Dillon in 
Sunlight Jr. and opposite John Leguizamo in Empire as well as in A Change of Heart with Jim 
Belushi. Teo is a member of SAG/AFTRA, and Society of Stage Directors and Choreographers 
and holds a BFA in Theater.  
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Roman Baca  
Roman Baca is a Marine Iraq War Veteran and the Artistic Director of Exit12 Dance 
Company.  In 2007, Mr. Baca co-founded Exit12 Dance Company.  Mr. Baca has 
choreographed several major works which communicate the experiences of people in 
conflict, and inspire visions of a better world. As a Teaching Artist, Mr. Baca has traveled to 
work in Erbil, Iraq and in NYC public schools teaching young adults how to express their 
experience through choreography and non-verbal expression.  Mr. Baca has conducted 
Veteran/Civilian movement workshops that provide tools to aid veterans in the workplace, 
and to bridge the civilian-veteran divide.Mr. Baca was inducted into the New York State 
Veterans Hall of Fame in 2015 and graduated Cum Laude from St. Mary’s College of CA with 

a BA in Performing Arts. Mr. Baca is a 2015 Veterans4Diplomacy Fellow, a NYC Service Platoon Member with The 
Mission Continues, a Leadership Fellow with Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America, a 2014 Art and Healing Network 
Awardee, a recipient of a 2012 Fellowship from The Mission Continues, a 2009 producing and presenting grant from 
AjkunBT, a 2010 Access DanceUSA Scholarship from DanceNYC through support from The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, the Brian Tippen Memorial Scholarship and the Connecticut Wartime Veterans Medal. 
 

 
Makoto Hirano  
Makoto Hirano is a Philadelphia-based dance and theatre artist. His award-winning ensemble 
and solo performance works have been presented across the nation through generous local, 
regional, and national support. As a collaborating performer, Hirano has co-created over 20 
original productions, with highlights that include projects with Bill Irwin, Pig Iron Theatre 
Company, and Thaddeus Phillips/Lucidity Suitcase Intercontinental. Hirano is a co-founder of 
critically acclaimed Team Sunshine Performance Corporation, makes art with his wife as Gatto 
+ Hirano, and is a long-time facilitator with Philadelphia-based professional development 
program Artists U. A former U.S. Marine, Hirano earned his BFA in dance at Temple 
University. 
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SESSION III: CREATIVE FORCES – Exploring the Nexus of Clinical to Community Arts Practice 
 

 
Moderator:  AnnMarie O’Malley 
AnnMarie is the Capacity and National Resource Center Director for Creative Forces: NEA 
Military Healing Arts Network.  As the creator of the Creative Forces strategic plan, she 
provides operational assistance to the Clinical and Community programs and orchestrates the 
capacity building initiatives to support expansion of Clinical therapy program and the 
development of the therapeutic Community engagement program. AnnMarie graduated from 
the United States Air Force Academy in 1996 with degrees in Civil Engineering and 
Environmental Engineering. She served as the Deputy Program Management Officer and lead 
engineer for the largest NATO construction program, worth more than $550M, including 

nearly 100 construction projects recognized at the State Department level in multiple NATO Nations. During her 
honorable military service, AnnMarie served in four named conflicts and was awarded various decorations and medals 
highlighting her leadership, courage, and work ethic. She specialized in advance team deployments and crises/risk 
management charged with initial set-up and site operations supporting military missions. AnnMarie separated from the 
Air Force upon return from her last post 911 deployment in October 2002.  Following her Air Force career, AnnMarie has 
worked with leading professional service firms in the public, nonprofit, and private sectors. As founding president of 
Innovative Executions, LLC, (INX) AnnMarie offers tailored engineering, organizational and leadership services to 
government, not-for-profit, and corporate clients. She spent five years as a Strategic Advisor for the DoD and has 
experience providing services to several other Federal Agencies. In addition to her undergraduate degrees, AnnMarie 
has a Master of Science in Engineering and Environmental Management, a Doctorate in Engineering Management, and a 
Doctorate (pending) in Management, Organizational Leadership. AnnMarie’s spouse is still Active Duty Air Force. They 
have two children, along with AnnMarie’s incredible Service Dog (Leigh Ann).  As a family, they enjoy traveling and 
exploring the outdoors together. 
 

 
Rebecca Vaudreuil, BM, NMT-F, NICU MT, MT-BC  
Rebecca is a board-certified music therapist who earned her Bachelors in music therapy at 
Berklee College of Music and her Masters of Education at Harvard Graduate School of 
Education with a concentration in educational neuroscience. She founded military music 
therapy programing in San Diego, California in 2010, which provided the first sustainable 
music therapy program model implemented on military bases in support of active duty 
service members, veterans, and family engagement.  Rebecca is a clinical music therapist at 
the National Intrepid Center of Excellence on base at Walter Reed National Military Medical 
Center. There she provides rehabilitative music therapy services for wounded, ill, and injured 
service members and their families. Rebecca works on behalf of the National Endowment for 
the Arts Creative Forces Military Healing Arts Network as the Lead for Music Therapy 
Programs to develop best practices and expanded access to creative arts therapies across 
military and veteran healthcare systems and promote arts-based partnerships in clinical and 

community settings. She serves as the National Military Liaison for Resounding Joy, a San Diego based non-profit 
organization that uses therapeutic and recreational music programs to improve the social, emotional, physical, and 
spiritual well-being of individuals and communities. Rebecca's music therapy work with military populations has been 
highlighted in news featured by CNN and on ABC's World News Tonight with David Muir. She lectures at various national 
and international symposiums, conferences and universities and she travels annually to Jamaica with the Jamaica Field 
Service Project to facilitate music therapy in Schools of Hope, hospitals, infirmaries, and homeless shelters. 
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Steven G. Scott, D.O.  
Steven G. Scott is the Chief of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation Service at the James A. 
Haley Veterans Hospital. He provides Leadership to the Rehabilitation Programs and 
Services offered within the largest Rehabilitation setting in the VHA.  Dr. Scott leads the 
Polytrauma/TBI Rehabilitation Center, he is the Co-Clinical Director of the Center of 
Innovation on Disability Rehabilitation Research, and the Site Director and Principal 
Investigator of the Defense and Veterans’ Brain Injury Center (DVBIC) since 1990.     Dr. Scott 
also serves as an Associate Professor at the University Of South Florida College Of Medicine. 
Dr. Scott studied at Pennsylvania State University and Philadelphia College of Osteopath 
Medicine. He completed an Internship at Osteopathic Hospital of Maine, and his Residency 
at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN.   Dr. Scott is Nationally known for his dedicated Service to 

Veterans and Active Duty Service Members admitted for Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation in one of the many 
Programs offered at the Tampa VA; Polytrauma / Traumatic Brain Injury, Chronic Pain Rehabilitation, the Amputee 
System of Care, and Spinal Cord Injury at the James A. Haley Veterans Hospital.  Dr. Scott recognizes “those who have 
served our country have the opportunity to go anywhere in the country for their care and they made the choice to be 
here.”  Because of his commitment to those who have served our Country, he is deeply honored to do all he can for our 
patients.  Among the many years of awards and honors, Dr. Scott has received are the PenFed Foundation Military Hero 
Award, The Olin E. Teague Award, and the National Commander’s Outstanding VA Employee Award from the Disabled 
American Veterans. 
 
 
 
CLOSING REFLECTIONS AND CALL TO ACTION 
 
Nolen Bivens, BGEN, USA, RET (see bio above) 
 
 

The 2017 National Summit is co-hosted by Americans for the Arts, Art2Action, Inc. 
and the University of South Florida College of the Arts. 

Additional partners include The Carpetbag Theatre and New England Foundation for the Arts. 
 

Funding for the National Summit is provided in part by The Loreen Arbus Foundation.  
 

The R&R Festival: From Recovery to Regeneration is made possible 
by the support of the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation 2016 Fund for National projects. 

 

 
 


