
State District Organization Name Discipline / Field City Project Description Fiscal Year Grant Amount

AK 0 Ehlers, Anna Folk & Traditional Arts Juneau N/A 2017 $25,000

AK 1
International Gallery of 

Contemporary Art
Visual Arts Anchorage

To support a series of professional development workshops for artists, art 

students, and the public. Based on Sharon Louden's book "The Artist as 

Culture Producer: Living and Sustaining a Creative Life," the project will 

include a series of public talks led by Louden, Hrag Vartanian, and Matthew 

Deleget. Talks will focus on sustainable models of living a creative life, with 

topics such as how artists extend their practice beyond their studio, roles of 

artists as change agents in the creative economy, and how to empower 

artists in their careers. Each workshop is free and open to the general 

public, and will be documented by an online publication.

2018 $25,000

AK 1
Hydaburg Cooperative 

Association
Folk & Traditional Arts Hydaburg

To support the creation of traditional carved Haida house posts. Master 

artists from the Haida tribe will work closely with Native apprentices to 

carve house posts (interior totem poles), which will be displayed in the 

tribe's cultural center. Additionally, the general public will be invited to 

attend weekly carving classes where they can learn carving techniques and 

participate in the creation of the poles.

2017 $40,000

AK 1 Alaska Arts Confluence Design Haines

To support the community design of an interconnected Portage Cove 

waterfront. A diverse cross-section of stakeholders will be engaged in 

planning a comprehensive design of the unique, 1.6-mile waterfront 

between Picture Point and Portage Cove campground. Alaska Arts 

Confluence will work with Haines Borough to develop a waterfront plan as 

part of this process. The goal is to achieve an accessible recreational and 

business Portage Cove waterfront for all 2,500 residents that additionally 

provides pedestrian interconnectivity with the entire downtown and 

invigorates this gateway to Haines.

2017 $86,106

AK 1
Cook Inlet Tribal Council, 

Inc.
Design Anchorage

To support wearable art design training for Anchorage-area youth. Based at 

Cook Inlet Tribal Council's Fabrication Laboratory (Fab Lab), professional 

artists and technicians will lead day-camp style workshops that teach local 

youth about fashion and design processes and practices. Working within 

the medium of wearable art, participants will apply design principles using 

fabrication equipment and materials such as laser cutters, 3-D printers, 

resins, and vinyl, as well as more traditional technologies.

2018 $25,000

AK 1 Bunnell Street Arts Center Challenge America Homer

To support "Decolonizing Alaska," a touring visual arts exhibition featuring 

works by Alaskan artists. The tour will include stops at the Corcoran School 

of Art  Design (George Washington University) in Washington, D.C. and the 

Alaska State Museum in Juneau. Guest artists including Sonya Kelliher 

Combs, Inupiaq painter; Emily Johnson, Yu'pik dancer; Joel Issak, Denai'ana 

fiber artist; and Melissa Shaginoff, Athabascan beader will provide outreach 

such as artist talks and workshops at each location.

2017 $10,000



AK 1
Alaska Native Heritage 

Center Inc.
Challenge America Anchorage

To support the World Music and Multicultural Drumming Festival. Tlingit 

leader and guest artist Lyle James will perform dance, storytelling, 

drumming, and song selections along with members of the Woosh Ji.een 

Dancers at a festival celebrating Alaska Native art and culture. A related 

workshop will teach traditional song, dance, and drumming, culminating in 

a public performance by James, the Woosh Ji.een Dancers, and workshop 

participants.

2017 $10,000

AK 1
Juneau Jazz & Classics, 

Inc.
Music Juneau

To support the Juneau Jazz  Classics Festival. More than two weeks of 

festival programming will include as many as 50 free and ticketed classical 

and jazz musical and educational events in venues throughout Juneau and 

surrounding areas. Cellist Zuill Baley's participation is confirmed. Ancillary 

activities may include lectures and informal discussions with the 

community; public workshops for musicians of all ages and skill levels; and 

clinics and assemblies for students.

2017 $12,500

AK 1
Anchorage Museum 

Association
Museums Anchorage

To support the exhibition, "Walrus and the Polar Bear: Asveq and Nanook." 

The exhibition will examine the region's iconic and endangered walrus and 

polar bear, through contemporary art, culture and indigenous traditions, 

providing a more complex portrait of these animals than the romanticized 

portrayal outside of the Arctic. The exhibition will feature existing works by 

Tina Kelliher-Combs, Austin Parkhill, Mark Wilson, Graeme Patterson, 

James Schoppert, John Hoover, Susie Silook, Alvin Amason, Melvin Olanna, 

and Nem Pungwiyi as well as newly commissioned works by native Alaskan 

and other artists.

2018 $25,000

AK 1
Fairbanks Concert 

Association

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Fairbanks

To support a multidisciplinary performing arts series. The Concert 

Association will present artists in a series of performances and related 

engagement activities. Participating artists will include the Versa-Style 

Dance Company, the Portland Cello Project, Rhythm Future Quartet, 

spoken-word artist Shane Koyczan, and David Sedaris. Additional activities 

may include a production of "Intergalactic Nemesis," a multidisciplinary 

stage production written and directed by Jason Neulander.

2017 $20,000

AK 1
Perseverance Theatre, 

Inc.
Theater Douglas

To support the development and world premiere of "Snow Child," a new 

musical by playwright John Strand, lyricist and co-composer Georgia Stitt, 

and co-composer Bob Banghart. Adapted from the novel "The Snow Child" 

by Eowyn Ivey, and based on a centuries-old Slavic-Nordic folktale, the 

musical will tell the story of two newcomers to the territory of Alaska who 

are tested as they question their resolve and ultimately fall in love with 

Alaska's cold beauty. The production will be performed in Juneau and 

Anchorage, bringing an Alaskan story to an Alaskan audience.

2017 $10,000

AK 1 Island Institute Artist Communities Sitka

To support artist residencies and related activities. Island Institute will offer 

seven-week residencies for writers, as well as a multidisciplinary residency 

for emerging artists. In addition, artists will visit a number of small, remote, 

island and coastal communities via the Alaska ferry system. While on the 

islands, artists will engage with local communities and present their work 

to them.

2018 $10,000



AK 1
Alaska State Council on 

the Arts
State & Regional Anchorage N/A 2017 $675,800

AK 1 Island Institute Artist Communities Sitka

To support the Tidelines Journey Residency program. A group artist 

residency will be held on the Alaska ferry system where residents will visit a 

number of small, remote, island and coastal communities, presenting their 

work and talking with local audiences.

2017 $15,000

AK 1
Anchorage Museum 

Association
Creativity Connects Anchorage

To support a series of programs exploring the ecology of the Arctic in 

partnership with the University of Alaska Anchorage's Alaska Center for 

Conservation Science. Through augmented reality and other experimental 

technologies, the organizations will work with artists and scientists on a 

series of projects including exhibitions, events, and online presentations 

that will engage the public in immersive virtual environments as a way to 

convey the complexity of the Northern landscape through curated 

experiences. Artist John Grade will create a sculptural installation that 

represents a pingo, a naturally occurring land formation in the Arctic 

tundra. Visitors will experience the pingo environment as tactile sculptures 

while also using augmented reality glasses-turning the room into an Arctic 

experience with imagery and sound. Additionally, the artist duo Lead Pencil 

will present "Ephemeral State," a research-based art project using 

developing technologies to explore the many iterations of water.

2017 $60,000

AK 1
Anchorage Symphony 

Orchestra
Music Anchorage

To support Young People's Concerts. In an effort to encourage participation 

in school instrumental music programs, concerts will be performed for 

elementary school students. Working in collaboration with Anchorage 

School District music educators, the orchestra will create study materials 

for classroom instructors. Teacher workshops also will be offered to 

prepare students for the concert experience.

2017 $15,000

AK 1
Juneau Arts and 

Humanities Council
Local Arts Agencies Juneau

To support an artist residency by Ping Chong + Company in Juneau, Alaska, 

and associated outreach activities. Working with the ethnically diverse 

population of a geographically remote community, company artists will 

create and premiere a new interview-based theater work, capturing 

personal stories from past and present residents of Juneau's historically 

indigenous district.

2017 $25,000

AK 1
Anchorage Concert 

Association, Inc.

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Anchorage

To support a multidisciplinary presenting series and related activities. 

Anchorage Concert Association will work with community partners to 

arrange workshops, residencies, house concerts, and other outreach 

activities. Participating artists will include Versa-Style Dance Company 

members, professional storytellers of The Moth, and musicians from the 

Portland Cello Project.

2017 $20,000



AK 1
Anchorage Opera 

Company
Opera Anchorage

To support performances of "Glory Denied" by composer Tom Cipullo. The 

opera is based on the book by Tom Philpott, which tells the true story of 

the longest held prisoner of war in U.S. history, Colonel Floyd James 

Thompson. He was captured during his third month in Vietnam, spent 

nearly nine years as a prisoner of war-half in solitary confinement-and then 

returned home to an unfamiliar nation and an estranged family. The 

creative team will include director Helena Binder, scenic and video designer 

Scott Holdredge, and conductor Douglas Kinney Frost, who will lead a cast 

that will include baritone Gregory Gerbrandt and soprano Jennifer Goode 

Cooper. An evening dress rehearsal for students, admission-free pre-

performance lecture-demonstrations by the creative team, and a panel 

discussion involving some of the artists presented in the television studio of 

Alaska Public Media will round out this project.

2017 $10,000

AK 1
Koahnic Broadcast 

Corporation
Media Arts Anchorage

To support a production highlighting Native artists on the radio program 

"Earthsongs." Native rap and hip-hop artists will be profiled for a 

production that will highlight each artist's tribal history, personal story, and 

the cultural significance of spoken-word, rap, and hip-hop traditions within 

the greater Native community. The production will feature performances 

by each artist as well as recordings of outreach events in their local 

communities, including Anchorage, Alaska; Santa Fe, New Mexico; and 

Billings, Montana. The program will air on "Earthsongs," which has public 

broadcast planned through station affiliates of the Native One Voice radio 

network and other public radio stations across the country.

2017 $25,000

AK 1 Alaska Design Forum, Inc. Design Anchorage

To support a lecture series focused on the theme of automation. Featuring 

an internationally recognized group of architects, designers, and thinkers, 

the program will explore the technical and sociological impacts of 

automation and robotic technologies on how people perceive, design, and 

inhabit the surrounding environment. Events will be hosted in Alaska's 

major cities - Anchorage, Juneau, and Fairbanks.

2018 $25,000

AK 1
Juneau Jazz & Classics, 

Inc.
Music Juneau

To support musical performances and educational activities at the Juneau 

Jazz  Classics Festival. More than two weeks of festival programming will 

include as many as 50 free and ticketed classical and jazz musical and 

educational events in venues throughout Juneau and surrounding areas 

including traditional churches, community centers, aboard a 120-foot 

catamaran, and in outlying villages. The participation of clarinetist Richard 

Stoltzman and marimba player Mika Stoltzman have been confirmed for 

"The Stoltzmans on Clarinet and Marimba" duo performances. Additional 

audience engagement activities may include lectures and informal artist 

discussions with the community. In addition to performing, featured guest 

artists will lead public workshops for musicians and vocalists of all ages and 

skill levels or conduct youth and school clinics.

2018 $15,000



AK 1
Sitka Summer Music 

Festival Inc.
Music Sitka

To support a touring and outreach project in cities and rural towns of 

Alaska. The festival brings professional musicians from around the world to 

Alaska each year to rehearse and perform in small ensembles of two to 

eight performers in as many as 25 concerts and more than 40 educational 

and community outreach activities around the state.

2017 $15,000

AK 1
Sitka Summer Music 

Festival Inc.
Music Sitka

To support a touring and community engagement project in cities and rural 

towns of Alaska. The festival brings professional musicians from around the 

world to Alaska each year to rehearse and perform in small ensembles of 

two to eight performers in as many as eighteen formal concerts, 23 free 

public performances, and more than 28 educational and community 

activities. Programming will be curated by Artistic Director Zuill Bailey and 

will feature chamber and solo works by composers such as Johann 

Sebastian Bach, Frederic Chopin, Paul Hindemith, Henri Dutilleux, and Joey 

Roukens. Pianist Awadagin Pratt and festival artists will host workshops and 

master classes in addition to performing around the state. The tour will 

reach communities such as Anchorage, Bethel, Eagle River, Fairbanks, 

Juneau, Kwethluk, Mekoryuk, and Sitka. Community populations range 

from 201 people in Mekoryuk to more than 300,000 in Anchorage.

2018 $15,000

AK 1
Anchorage Museum 

Association
Design Anchorage

To support Studio 61, a design program including exhibits, curated 

discussions, and product development. Through a series of public 

programs, large-scale environmental graphics in public spaces, a line of 

designed products, and numerous artist exchanges, conversations, and 

commissions, the museum seeks to articulate the distinct meaning, value, 

and character of place at a time of environmental change. "61" refers to the 

latitude of Anchorage and other Northern cities such as Reykjavik, Helsinki, 

and Oslo. Through the project, artists and designers in these northern 

climates will share their vision of environmental and cultural changes.

2017 $25,000

TOTAL: $1,239,406


