
State District Organization Name Discipline / Field City Project Description Fiscal Year Grant Amount

AZ 0
Santa Cruz Valley Art 

Association
Challenge America Tubac

To support the community-wide Santa Cruz Valley Open 

Studio Tour. The program will include a tour of local artists' 

studios throughout lower Pima County and Santa Cruz 

County. The tour will also include a preview of an exhibition 

by the same local Arizona artists. The Open Studios Tour will 

be expanded this year to the Spanish-speaking Arizona cities 

of Sahuarita and Nogales. Tours will be offered in Spanish, 

with an accompanying bilingual catalogue, website, and 

workshops to provide a wide array of experiences for the 

Latino audience.

2017 $10,000

AZ 0 Fredson, Todd Literature Scottsdale

To support the translation from the French of the poetry 

collection "The Future Has an Appointment with the Dawn" 

by Ivory Coast writer Tanella Boni. Boni (b. 1954) is one of 

the most prominent poets, novelists, essayists, and 

philosophers of francophone Africa, and yet, only a handful 

of her poems are available in English. In fact, women writers 

are underrepresented in anthologies of African poetry in 

any language. Published in 2011 and characterized by its 

spare lyricism, this 86-page collection is divided into two 

sections: "Land of Hope" and "The Assassinated Life." The 

collection reckons with the Ivory Coast's rupture as ethnic 

violence and civil war overwhelmed daily life in the country 

through the first decade of the new millennium.

2018 $12,500

AZ 0 Armstrong, Jane Literature Flagstaff N/A 2018 $25,000

AZ 0 Pambuccian, Victor Literature Tempe

To support the assembly and translation from the Romanian 

of an anthology of avant-garde poetry. This original 

anthology will feature translations of Romanian poetry of 

the avant-garde or poetry that in some way has been 

influenced by it. It will include work by Gellu Naum; Nichita 

Stanescu; Max Blecher; Paul Celan; Tristan Tzara, a co-

founder and main theoretician of Dadaism; and Barbu 

Fundoianu, best known as a critic and essayist under the 

pen name Benjamin Fondane.

2017 $12,500

AZ 0 Evans, Elizabeth Literature Tucson N/A 2018 $25,000



AZ 1 Hopi School
Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Hotevilla

To support learning opportunities for Hopi students in arts, 

culture, and language. Master Hopi artists will teach 

students customs, language, and traditional and 

contemporary arts, including weaving, basket-making, 

jewelry-making, painting, and stained glass. Students also 

will have opportunities to gather and process raw materials, 

as well as examine relevant artifacts at the Museum of 

Northern Arizona. The students and their instructors will 

display their work in an exhibit at the school.

2018 $35,000

AZ 1
Grand Canyon Chamber 

Music Festival
Arts Education

Grand 

Canyon

To support the Native American Composer Apprentice 

Project (NACAP). Navajo, Hopi and Salt River Pima-Maricopa 

Reservation students will study one-on-one with a Native 

American composer-in-residence, creating original 

compositions to be recorded and performed by a 

professional quartet. NACAP students will participate in a 

complete composer experience from inspiration to notation, 

to performance and recording of their own works.

2017 $15,000

AZ 2 Loft Cinema, Inc. Media Arts Tucson

To support the 2018 Loft Film Fest and related public 

programming. Showcasing classic and contemporary 

documentary, narrative, short, and animated films, the 

festival's screenings will be accompanied by panel 

discussions and question-and-answer sessions with artists, 

producers, directors, actors, writers, and critics. In addition 

to the festival, the Loft Film Fest on the Road program will 

present free screenings from the 2017 festival at museums, 

schools, and community centers in southern Arizona.

2018 $20,000

AZ 2 Loft Cinema, Inc. Media Arts Tucson

To support the 2017 Loft Film Fest and the Loft Film Fest on 

the Road featuring films from the previous year's festival. 

Showcasing classic and contemporary documentary, 

narrative, short, and animated films, the festival's 

screenings will be accompanied by panel discussions and 

question-and-answer sessions with artists, producers, 

directors, actors, writers, and critics. The Loft Film Fest on 

the Road program will offer free screenings at museums, 

schools, and community centers in southern Arizona, 

intended to serve audiences including immigrant and Native 

American communities.

2017 $30,000



AZ 2
Southwest Folklife 

Alliance, Inc.

Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Tucson

To support statewide folk arts programs and activities 

through fieldwork, apprenticeships, and professional 

development. In addition to continued fieldwork to identify 

folk artists and tradition bearers, SFA will embark on 

increasing the number of pairs in its master-apprentice 

program as well as convene and offer cultural competency 

training.

2017 $45,000

AZ 2
True Concord Voices 

and Orchestra
Music Tucson

To support performances by True Concord's chamber 

orchestra and choir in concert programs featuring works by 

American composers. Programming will include a new work 

by composer Gerald Near for choir, orchestra, and soprano 

based on poems and letters of American poet Emily 

Dickinson. Another concert program will honor U.S. service 

personnel and veterans with performances of works such as 

Aaron Copland's "Fanfare for the Common Man," Samuel 

Barber's "Adagio for Strings" and Jake Runestad's "Dreams 

of the Fallen." The concerts will be presented in several 

locations in Tucson.

2017 $25,000

AZ 2
Southwest Folklife 

Alliance, Inc.

Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Tucson

To support the Tucson Meet Yourself Folklife Festival. In its 

44th year, the festival will present performances, exhibits, 

and demonstrations exploring a wide range of family, 

ethnic, regional, and occupational folklife communities in 

Southern Arizona and Northern Mexico. A highlight of the 

festival will be exhibits and demonstrations celebrating the 

first three years of the Southwest Folklife Alliance's 

master/apprentice program.

2017 $35,000

AZ 2
Western Jazz Presenters 

Network, Inc.
Music Tucson

To support tours with saxophonist Charles McPherson and 

his group. Project activities include two distinct tours with 

performances in as many as eight rural and urban nonprofit 

venues in Western states. Ancillary tour activities may entail 

workshops for high school or college students, open 

rehearsals, and audience talkback sessions.

2017 $15,000



AZ 3
Many Mouths One 

Stomach

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Tucson

To support the All Souls Procession, and accompanying 

engagement activities. The participatory procession through 

downtown Tucson, inspired by "Dia de los Muertos" 

celebrations, will feature performances and installations by 

artists and members of the public. The procession will be 

preceded by extensive free workshops for the general public 

in performing and visual arts led by professional artists.

2018 $20,000

AZ 3 Tucson Museum of Art Challenge America Tucson

To support a series of community events featuring regional 

artists. Visual artists including Kimi Eisele, Eli Burke, 

Elizabeth Burden, and Gary Setzer will each develop and 

lead an engaging art event based on his or her own specific 

process and approach. The artists will select a piece of 

artwork from the museum to be the inspiration for these 

activities. Each event will be held in the museum plaza to 

create a casual atmosphere and welcoming space.

2017 $10,000

AZ 3 Kore Press, Inc. Literature Tucson

To support the publication and promotion of a new poetry 

collection by Sueyeun Juliette Lee, as well as promotion of 

the anthology "Letters to the Future: Experimental Writing 

by Black Women." The anthology is a multigenre collection 

of late modern and contemporary prose and poetry, 

featuring writers such as Octavia Butler and M. Nourbese 

Philip.

2017 $10,000

AZ 3
Nogales Unified School 

District #1

Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Nogales

To support instruction in mariachi music for youth. Master 

artists will teach middle and high school students to play 

traditional mariachi instruments, such as vihuela, guitarron, 

violin, trumpet, and harp. The students will also attend 

mariachi band conventions where they will have the 

opportunity to perform. The project also will provide repairs 

of instruments and uniforms.

2017 $35,000



AZ 3 University of Arizona

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Tucson

To support the creation and implementation of a curriculum 

using expressive arts in the bereavement process for adults 

with intellectual and developmental disabilities as part of 

the ArtWorks program. The project will provide 

opportunities for adults with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities to articulate grief for the death of a parent, 

caregiver, or a close family member through artmaking in 

disciplines such as dance and visual arts.The program will 

integrate expressive arts with community processes 

including peer support groups and an art exhibit, where 

individuals receive multiple opportunities for expression, 

reflection, and connection during the grieving process.

2017 $25,000

AZ 3
Borderlands Theater 

Teatro Fronterizo, Inc.
Theater Tucson

To support the development and premiere of "Sanctuary" 

by Milta Ortiz. The piece will be based on the true story of 

Tucson's Sanctuary movement started in 1980 by attorney 

Margo Cowan, Quaker and Folklorist Jim Corbett, and 

Reverend John Fife of Southside Presbyterian Church. The 

movement was inspired by a photograph contained in a 

national headlines news story of a group of 26 middle-class 

Salvadorans, fleeing war. They attempted to cross the 

desert during the July 4th weekend in 1980; 13 of them 

perished. The playwright will base the first draft of the text 

on public domain research and interviews with Cowan, 

Corbett's wife, Fife, and others who participated in the 

movement's first wave, and three of the characters will be 

based on Cowan, Corbett, and Fife.

2018 $10,000

AZ 3
International Sonoran 

Desert Alliance
Design Ajo

To support a series of performances of folk, traditional, and 

contemporary Native American and Latino music and dance. 

International Sonoran Desert Alliance will partner with Pima 

County on this initiative. The goal is to use creativity to build 

community across longstanding racial and ethnic divisions 

between the estimated 3,500 Native American, Latino and 

Anglo American residents of Ajo.

2017 $25,000



AZ 3 University of Arizona
Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Tucson

To support residencies for Native American artists at the 

Arizona State Museum. Native American master 

basketweavers and potters will conduct artist residencies at 

the museum. The artists will conduct public demonstrations 

of their art, and also will have access to the museum's 

collection of Native American artifacts to serve as a source 

of inspiration. Emerging Native American artists will 

strengthen their skills by working with master artists.

2017 $35,000

AZ 3 University of Arizona Literature Tucson

To support Poetry Center programming and activities. 

Through its public Reading and Lecture series, the Poetry 

Center will present a wide range of poetry readings and 

discussions free-of-charge; several poets also will make 

visits to local schools. Many events will be recorded and 

made available online.

2017 $10,000

AZ 3
Borderlands Theater 

Teatro Fronterizo, Inc.
Challenge America Tucson

To support a new interactive multimedia interdisciplinary 

work. "Shooting Columbus" is a collaborative effort between 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous Arizona artists and will 

combine elements from interviews with tribal elders and 

community members with movement, media, and 

traditional theater for a site-based, immersive, interactive 

performance. The guest artists are members of the Fifth 

World Collective, a group of artists of diverse ethnic 

backgrounds. Following development of this new theater 

work, the artists will be joined by traditional Indigenous 

dancers and musicians from the Tohono O'odham and 

Pascua-Yaqui nations for a public performance.

2017 $10,000

AZ 3
Tucson Symphony 

Society
Arts Education Tucson

To support the Young Composers Project (YCP). Elementary 

through high school students learn to compose original 

works for orchestra by working with professional composers 

and musicians. Students regularly interact with the 

professional musicians and ensembles, writing sketches for 

these professionals and receiving critique and input. The 

young composers learn basic theory, ear training, score 

reading, and use Finale software in the YCP lab. The 

program culminates in public reading sessions of the 

students' original works performed by the Tucson 

Symphony Orchestra (TSO) and the TSO String Quartet.

2017 $15,000



AZ 3
Tucson Symphony 

Society
Arts Education Tucson

To support the Young Composers Project, a music 

composition program. Elementary through high school 

students will learn music theory, ear training, score reading, 

and will compose original works for orchestra by 

collaborating with professional composers and musicians. 

Students will observe a conductor and orchestra at work, 

learn how orchestral pieces come together in live 

performance, and interact with professional musicians and 

ensembles to receive feedback about their own 

compositions. The program will culminate in public reading 

sessions of the students' original works performed by the 

Tucson Symphony Orchestra (TSO) and the TSO String 

Quartet.

2018 $15,000

AZ 4
Wickenburg Foundation 

for the Performing Arts
Dance

Wickenbur

g

To support the creation of new dance work by BODYTRAFFIC 

at the Del E. Webb Center for the Performing Arts. The work 

will be a part of the Made in Wickenburg artist residency 

program. The Webb Center will host Artistic Directors Lillian 

Barbeito and Tina Finkelman Berkett and the BODYTRAFFIC 

company for a two-week extended work session. 

BODYTRAFFIC will invite the Wickenburg community to 

participate in open rehearsals, conversations, and 

spontaneous dances in unexpected places. The residency 

will culminate in public performances.

2017 $20,000

AZ 5
East Valley Children's 

Theatre
Mesa

To support a playwriting project that includes public 

performances and educational outreach activities. The 

project includes the selection and production of new play 

written for children. The selected playwright will engage 

high school students in playwriting workshops and a special 

performance. Students will also take part in a playwriting 

contest, which will result in staged readings of the their 

work.

2017 $10,000

AZ 6
Phoenix Film 

Foundation
Media Arts Phoenix

To support the 2017 Phoenix Film Festival. Dedicated to 

supporting the artistic appreciation, educational 

opportunities, and growth of independent film in Arizona, 

the festival showcases independent short and feature films, 

documentaries, and international cinema. Free educational 

seminars with visiting artists, children's filmmaking events, 

and arts awareness programs will accompany the festival's 

offerings.

2017 $10,000



AZ 6
Phoenix Conservatory 

of Music
Phoenix

In recognition of the College Prep program. The ten-month 

after-school program provides comprehensive 

contemporary music education, college preparation, 

internships, and life skills courses to students, ages 9-18, in 

the Maricopa County, Arizona.

2017 $10,000

AZ 6
Musical Instrument 

Museum
Music Phoenix

To support a program for foster children and foster families 

that offers access to the Musical Instrument Museum along 

with attendance at musical performances and participation 

in workshops and other educational activities. The Parhelion 

Project will enable as many as 100 foster children and their 

foster families to participate in an all-day, multi-experiential 

celebration of music at the museum. Programming will 

include at least one concert featuring renowned classical or 

jazz performers, as well as educational activities such as 

hour-long interactive workshops with select featured artists. 

Such workshops may entail activities such as drumming 

circles or gumboot dancing, or they may focus on such 

topics as the use of technology in music. Other activities 

may include attending pre-concert sound checks, 

exploration of the museum's exhibits, and optional 

participation in a focus group at the end of the visit.

2018 $12,500

AZ 6
Red Rocks Music 

Festival
Challenge America Phoenix

To support the Winter Chamber Music Institute, a week-

long series of master classes and performances featuring 

guest artists. Violinists Shmuel Ashkenasi, David Ehrlich, and 

Sergiu Schwartz, as well as violist Toby Appel, cellist Thomas 

Landschoot, and pianist Teresa Ehrlich, will each provide 

master classes and concerts to the local community during 

the Institute. The Institute will culminate in a public 

performance with the participation of the guest artists and 

students.

2018 $10,000



AZ 6
Scottsdale Cultural 

Council
Local Arts Agencies Scottsdale

To support Canal Convergence: Water + Art + Light, a public 

art project within Arizona's canal network. Produced as a 

partnership between the local cultural council and public 

utility company, the program will activate an urban space 

with public arts and cultural engagement. Canal 

Convergence will feature temporary, interactive art 

installations through commissioned work by local and 

international artists. Additionally, educational and 

community programming will include a variety of arts 

workshops as well as activities designed to address topics 

such as water conservation and sustainability.

2017 $30,000

AZ 7 Release the Fear

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Phoenix

To support Bridging Possibilities workshops. Youth in 

schools, treatment centers, and correctional facilities will 

participate in arts workshops. Professional teaching artists 

and facilitators will use inquiry-based learning tools to move 

students through the arts learning curriculum. Visual arts, 

music, and storytelling exercises will provide youth from 

underserved communities with different ways to explore 

issues of peer pressure, gangs, bullying, conflict, and anger.

2017 $15,000

AZ 7 Ballet Arizona Dance Phoenix

To support Ballet Under the Stars, a free outdoor 

performance series in local parks throughout the Phoenix 

metropolitan area. The works performed are included in the 

company's recent repertoire and/or will be presented in the 

upcoming season. In addition, children from local schools 

will choreograph their own work under the tutelage of 

Ballet Arizona dancers through the Class Act program, and 

will perform an original dance piece at their local 

performance. The intention behind Ballet Under the Stars is 

to make ballet accessible to individuals from underserved 

communities who may not be able to otherwise attend 

ballet performances.

2017 $20,000



AZ 7 City of Phoenix, Arizona Local Arts Agencies Phoenix

To support youth programming through the Phoenix 

Neighborhood Arts Grants. The Phoenix Youth Arts Council, 

a program of the Phoenix Office of Arts and Culture (POAC), 

will develop a funding program to provide grants for 

collaborative projects intended to increase community and 

cultural engagement with young people. A series of town 

halls and use of POAC's cultural assets mapping tool will 

inform the council's process, as they work to facilitate 

creative partnerships among neighborhood organizations, 

businesses, artists, and arts organizations. Goals for the 

grant program include prioritization of the needs and 

interests of Phoenix youth and addressing the disparity of 

arts funding in neighborhoods outside of the downtown and 

midtown cores. The selected projects are expected to 

include significant intergenerational community 

engagement, high artistic quality, and collaborative 

processes with multiple partners.

2017 $30,000

AZ 7
Arizona Commission on 

the Arts
State & Regional Phoenix N/A 2017 $821,600

AZ 7 Phoenix Art Museum Museums Phoenix

To support the exhibition "Valeska Soares: Any Moment 

Now." The mid-career survey exhibition of Soares' (b.1957) 

work, the first at a U.S. museum since 2003, will feature 

multi-media works, sculptures, video, installations, and 

performance pieces created by the Brazilian artist during the 

past two decades. Weaving together the themes of 

memory, time, and the sensorial, Soares creates poetic 

works that encourage visitor participation and also engage 

with international art traditions and world literature. The 

exhibition will be accompanied by a variety of public 

programs with the artist.

2017 $45,000

AZ 8
City of Litchfield Park, 

Arizona
Challenge America

Litchfield 

Park

To support the Litchfield Park Native American Fine Arts 

Festival. A juried visual art exhibit will feature the work of as 

many as 100 Native American master artists. Festival 

activities will also include artist demonstrations and 

performances such as storytelling and hoop dancing, and art-

making activities for children. A guest artist will be selected 

to present a concert performance at the festival.

2018 $10,000



AZ 8
City of Litchfield Park, 

Arizona
Challenge America

Litchfield 

Park

To support the Litchfield Park Native American Fine Arts 

Festival. A juried visual art exhibit will feature the work of as 

many as 100 Native American master artists. Festival 

activities will also include artist demonstrations and 

performances such as storytelling and hoop dancing, 

drumming and music performances, and art-making 

activities for children. Guest artist and Grammy-nominated 

Native American flutist R. Carlos Nakai and his quartet will 

perform at the festival.

2017 $10,000

AZ 8 West Valley Arts Council Local Arts Agencies Surprise

To support performing arts series for students and the 

general public. As many as three separate performing arts 

series will be presented through a partnership with the City 

of Surprise Arts Commission. Two series, Lunchtime Theater 

and HQ After Dark, will introduce audiences to local arts 

venues and artists through live theater and music 

performances. The third series, Arts Advantage, is intended 

to serve elementary school students through school 

performances. All three series will be expanded to address 

an increased demand for affordable, accessible, live art 

performances.

2017 $10,000

AZ 8 West Valley Arts Council Challenge America Surprise

To support the creation and installation of permanent public 

art works through the Gallery 37 program. Gallery 37, the 

council's signature youth arts employment program, 

engages students with professional artists to design, create, 

and install permanent pieces of public art for display in the 

West Valley. Student participants will include those from 

low-income and rural communities.

2018 $10,000

AZ 9 Act One

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Phoenix

To support arts education field trips for students. Students 

from Title I schools will experience arts learning 

opportunities through educational field trips. Tickets will be 

provided to a performance or exhibition and teachers will 

be equipped with teaching guides to prepare the students 

prior to the event. The program will be provide an 

opportunity for partnering arts organizations, such as the 

Phoenix Symphony and Ballet Arizona, to build new 

audiences.

2017 $10,000



AZ 9 Childsplay, Inc. Theater Tempe

To support a production of "The Yellow Boat." The play was 

written by Childsplay founder David Saar and is based on 

the life of his son Benjamin, who was born with congenital 

hemophilia and died in 1987 at the age of eight of AIDS-

related complications. The play shares a story about the 

power of imagination, love, and family in the face of grief 

and addresses topics including illness and death in a way 

that is developmentally appropriate for young people. "The 

Yellow Boat" will be performed for students and families at 

the Tempe Center for the Arts. Performances on weekends 

will be open to the public and weekday matinees will serve 

a diverse cross-section of elementary and middle school 

students in Arizona.

2017 $10,000

AZ 9 Arizona State University Design Tempe

To support the Creative Placemaking Policy Fellows 

program, a Knowledge Building project. The Arizona State 

University's Herberger Institute for Design and the Arts will 

partner with the Center for Performance and Civic Practice 

to establish a Creative Placemaking Policy Fellows program. 

The program will convene practitioners who have led 

successful partnerships between the arts and community 

development fields. Fellows will meet to exchange 

knowledge and document lessons learned. The aggregated 

findings will identify potential barriers to successful creative 

placemaking and strategies for overcoming them, and find 

ways to infuse the work across the community development 

field. Additionally, fellows will each produce a training tool, 

such as a podcast, video, or piece of writing, for 

dissemination. This program complements fieldwide efforts 

to build more effective cross-sector knowledge exchange, 

and to more deeply understand the role of higher education 

institutions in advancing creative placemaking field 

development.

2017 $100,000



AZ 9 Childsplay, Inc. Theater Tempe

To support the premiere of "Maddi's Fridge." The original 

play for young audiences is about food insecurity and is 

based on the book by Lois Brandt and adapted for the stage 

by playwright Anne Negri. Using a relatable and 

developmentally appropriate story to tackle a challenging 

issue, "Maddi's Fridge" will generate conversations in 

classrooms about access to food, what to do when one 

needs help, and how to help a friend who might be 

struggling. The production will tour to schools across the 

state of Arizona, reaching a diverse audience of school 

children.

2018 $10,000

TOTAL: $1,729,100


