
State District Organization Name Discipline / Field City Project Description Fiscal Year Grant Amount

HI 0 Pahinui, Cyril
Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Waipahu N/A 2017 $25,000

HI 1 Mana Maoli Arts Education Honolulu

To support the Mana Mele youth development project. 

Professional artists will provide mentorship and 

instruction to underserved Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 

youth. Students will have access to a state-of-the-art 

mobile studio to learn the creative and technical skills of 

producing in audio and video formats, artistic song and 

chant compositions, as well as modern interpretations of 

ancestral voice and instrumental traditions. This project is 

part of a large-scale community effort to increase access 

to and awareness of arts education opportunities for 

students.

2017 $30,000

HI 1
Kawananakoa Band 

Booster Club
Challenge America Honolulu

To support the commissioning and premiere 

performances of new music pieces. New music will be 

composed for featured soloists with local school concert 

bands. Performances of the new pieces will be given by 

guest artists from outside Hawaii, saxophonist Harvey 

Pittel and percussionist Tim Genis. The commissioned 

pieces will be created by local composers.

2017 $10,000

HI 1
Hawaii International 

Film Festival
Media Arts Honolulu

To support the 38th Hawaii International Film Festival and 

associated public programming. Dedicated to promoting 

cultural exchange between Asia, the Pacific, and North 

America through cinema, the festival will present 

narrative, documentary, and short films. Screenings will 

be accompanied by free workshops, seminars, and panels 

throughout the festival, covering topics such as 

documentary film production, producing, screenwriting, 

and diversity in the film industry. In addition, the festival's 

youth education programs will feature a showcase of 

student-created works, a visiting artist program in area 

schools, and free film screenings for local students offered 

as part of educational curricula and class discussions.

2018 $15,000



HI 1 PA'I Foundation
Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Honolulu

To support a performance and workshops. Native 

Hawaiian traditions will be celebrated in conjunction with 

the Centennial of Queen Lili'uokalani, the last monarch of 

the Hawaiian Kingdom. Through lectures, concerts, and 

workshops, artists and scholars will share stories, poems, 

ancient and modern hula dance, and music including 

songs and ancient chants inspired by the queen.

2017 $30,000

HI 1
Pacific Islanders in 

Communications
Media Arts Honolulu

To support the curation, acquisition, packaging, and 

promotion of films for broadcast on the public television 

series "Pacific Heartbeat." "Pacific Heartbeat" broadcasts 

documentary films that explore the Pacific Islander 

experience and its people, diverse cultures, and 

contemporary issues. Broadcast on the WORLD channel 

and distributed by American Public Television, episodes of 

"Pacific Heartbeat" will be made available online for free 

for up to 90 days after their initial airing.

2017 $30,000

HI 1

Kokua Kalihi Valley 

Comprehensive Family 

Services

Design Honolulu

To support arts programming at Hooulu Aina. Visiting 

artists and arts instruction workshops will be hosted in 

this 100-acre nature preserve which is stewarded by the 

local community. Traditional Hawaii'an arts to be taught 

include carving, weaving, net-making, lashing, kapa-

making (barkcloth), native plant printing, and lei-making 

(flower garland). The project is a partnership between the 

City of Honolulu and Kokua Kalihi Valley, a local 

community health center that uses Hooulu Aina and other 

health facilities to fill health care gaps in Kalihi. The Kalihi 

neighborhood, a culturally diverse, low income urban 

neighborhood in Honolulu, will benefit from the project 

through a deeper connection to land, place, and local 

culture.

2017 $150,000

HI 1
Pacific Resources for 

Education and Learning
State & Regional Honolulu N/A 2017 $65,900



HI 1
Honolulu Theatre for 

Youth
Theater Honolulu

To support the premiere of "You and Me and the Space 

Between" by Finegan Kruckemeyer. An isolated island 

community must search for help when their island home 

is threatened. Written as a co-commission with the 

Terrapin Puppet Theatre in Tasmania, Australia, the play 

speaks to issues threatening the ecological and cultural 

future of island nations and to the vulnerability of 

indigenous communities. Post-performance discussionss 

will engage students, teachers, and families in cultural, 

environmental and educational topics that affect their 

community.

2017 $45,000

HI 1
Honolulu Theatre for 

Youth
Musical Theater Honolulu

To support the creation and premiere of "Shocka: The 

Story of Energy and Hawaii." The resident ensemble will 

collaborate with a consortium of local partners to create a 

play with original music and choreography about Hawaii's 

history and future. Topics ranging from how we fuel our 

bodies, to the native Hawaiian concept of "mana" or 

spiritual energy will be explored.

2018 $35,000

HI 1
Moanalua Gardens 

Foundation, Inc.

Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Honolulu

To support the 40th annual Prince Lot Hula Festival. The 

traditional hula dance will be performed by students from 

Hawaii's most celebrated "hulau" (hula schools) during 

the festival, the oldest and largest non-competitive hula 

event in the state. Additionally, educational displays, craft 

demonstrations, and music performances will provide a 

venue for islanders and visitors to learn about Hawaii's 

traditional culture.

2017 $60,000

HI 1 Bamboo Ridge Press Literature Honolulu

To support the publication and promotion of the journal 

"Bamboo Ridge." With a focus on literature by and about 

Hawaii's people, the project includes a planned "docu-

poetry" issue with a collection of linked poetry about the 

1932 murder of Native Hawaiian prize fighter Joseph 

Kahahawai. The press will publicize new issues through its 

newsletter, on its website, and via social media, and will 

offer author readings and talks throughout Hawaii.

2017 $10,000



HI 1 Hawaii Craftsmen Challenge America Honolulu

To support an artist residency by Magdalene Odundo, and 

other related project activities. Activities will include a 

series of master classes where the artist will share her 

creative process. Each intensive five-day immersive and 

experiential master class will have demonstrations, field 

trips, and studio time to allow for discourse and 

innovative thinking in craftsmanship. The immersive 

master class will also allow for local artists to exchange 

ideas and insights about Hawaii and its artistic heritage 

with Odundo. The culminating event will include an 

exhibition of the artist's work, a public lecture, and a 

panel discussion.

2017 $10,000

HI 1 Hawaii Opera Theatre Opera Honolulu

To support performances and an intrastate tour of "Three 

Decembers" by composer Jake Heggie and librettist Gene 

Scheer. Based on an original text by playwright Terrence 

McNally, the musical theater work combines spoken text, 

soloists, and ensembles with an onstage chamber 

orchestra. The cast may include mezzo-soprano Federica 

Von Stade (for whom the work was originally composed), 

baritone Keith Phares, soprano Kristin Clayton, director 

Karen Tiller, and conductor Adam Turner. Educational 

activities will include workshops for the schools on Maui 

and the Big Island through the Opera Express school 

tours.

2017 $20,000

HI 1
Hawaii State Foundation 

on Culture and the Arts
State & Regional Honolulu N/A 2017 $674,600

HI 1
University of Hawaii at 

Manoa
Literature Honolulu

To support staff salaries for "Manoa: A Pacific Journal of 

International Writing." Published twice a year, the journal 

features contemporary work from Asia and the Pacific, 

often in translation. Planned issues will center on Burma 

and Cambodia. The journal will be promoted at the 

annual Association of Writers and Writing Programs 

conference.

2017 $10,000



HI 1
University of Hawaii at 

Manoa
Dance Honolulu

To support the Asia Pacific Dance Festival. The multi-week 

festival focuses on providing access to, support for, and 

enhanced understanding of dance throughout the Asia-

Pacific region. The festival will feature classes, workshops, 

public forums, performances, and outreach activities.

2017 $10,000

HI 2 Hi`ipaka LLC
Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Haleiwa

To support a visiting artist program for traditional 

Hawaiian artisans and cultural practitioners. Hawaiian folk 

artists will create new work firmly rooted in the state's 

traditions. Artists will conduct public workshops 

demonstrating skills such as stone carving, making tapa 

cloth, and fishing-net tying. The artists also will receive 

professional development support to further 

entrepreneurial goals. The program will culminate in an 

exhibition and festival allowing the artists to showcase 

their creations.

2017 $10,000

HI 2 Heritage Ranch, Inc Design Kapa'au

To support the creation of an arts infrastructure map and 

public art plan for the Kohala region through a series of 

public forums and design sessions. Heritage Ranch will 

work with North Kohala Community Development in this 

community engaged process. This project will expand arts 

access to the roughly 6,000 residents of the rural 

community of North Kohala.

2017 $50,000

TOTAL: $1,290,500


