
State District Organization Name Discipline / Field City Project Description Fiscal Year Grant Amount

IL 0 Kuumba Lynx

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Chicago

To support the Chicago Hip Hop Theater Festival. The festival will feature 

artists in genres such as music, poetry, theater, and multidisciplinary arts. In 

addition to performances, artists also will lead dialogue sessions and hands-

on workshops.

2017 $20,000

IL 0 Janusch, Anne Literature Chicago

To support the translation from the German of the novel "Palace of Flies" by 

Austrian writer Walter Kappacher. A self-taught fiction writer who left school 

at the age of fifteen, Kappacher (b. 1937) has published eighteen books, for 

which he has received numerous awards, most notably the Georg Buchner 

Prize, the most prestigious accolade for German-language writers. Set in 

1924, Palace of Flies tells the story of an aging writer who retreats to an old 

resort town in the mountains outside Salzburg-a place evocative of his youth 

and of better days from before the War. Once there, however, he struggles to 

reconcile that past with the present, in which both his work and his health are 

in decline. A meditation on aging and on art, Palace of Flies marks the 

introduction of Kappacher's work to an American audience.

2017 $12,500

IL 0 Tran, Vu Literature Chicago N/A 2018 $25,000

IL 0
Rockford Symphony 

Orchestras, Inc.
Music Rockford

To support Leonard Bernstein at 100, a music festival celebrating the 

centenary of American composer Leonard Bernstein. Programming will 

include the composer's orchestral, choral, chamber, vocal, opera, and musical 

theater works. Archival recordings of Bernstein's Young People's Concerts, 

Harvard lectures, and documentaries may be presented with the 

collaboration of the Leonard Bernstein Center. Among the works that will be 

performed will be "On the Town," "Serenade" with the Rockford Dance 

Company, and concert music performed by the Rockford Wind Ensemble.

2017 $10,000

IL 0 Goldblatt, Amanda Literature Chicago N/A 2018 $25,000

IL 0 Jenkins, Ella
Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Chicago N/A 2017 $25,000

IL 1 Pegasus Theatre Chicago Theater Chicago

To support the Young Playwrights Festival. The project is a year-round 

program that includes workshops and residencies taught by professional 

artists and playwrights, a weekend writing immersion, and fully-produced 

mainstage productions of original, student-written plays. Students also attend 

matinee performances and engage in pre- or post-show discussions. Using a 

learning process of reading, discussion, writing exercises, improvisation, and 

peer feedback, teaching artists introduce students to the elements of 

playwriting, and motivate them to refine their scripts for submission to the 

theater's annual playwriting competition for Chicago teens.

2018 $15,000



IL 1 Hyde Park Jazz Festival Music Chicago

To support the Hyde Park Jazz Festival. The free, multi-day festival will feature 

more than 35 performances and programs across the Hyde Park 

neighborhood on the city's South Side. The event is curated to draw in 

audiences for different styles of jazz, ranging from dance music to 

experimental jazz, and feature new works from artists connected to Chicago 

through a special commission opportunity. Ancillary activities include a Story 

Share oral history program designed to capture and subsequently archive 

festival attendees' stories about jazz.

2017 $15,000

IL 1 Hyde Park Jazz Festival Music Chicago

To support concert performances, commissions, and other activities at the 

Hyde Park Jazz Festival. The free, multi-day festival will feature more than 35 

performances and programs in more than ten venues across the Hyde Park 

neighborhood on the city's South Side. The event is curated to draw in 

audiences for different styles of jazz-ranging from dance music to 

experimental jazz, and featuring commissioned new works from artists 

connected to Chicago. Previously presented artists from the Chicago-area and 

beyond include Dee Alexander, Ben Goldberg, Andrew Cyrille, Nicole Mitchell 

as well as Malian musicians Ballake Sissoko and Fassery Diabate. Related 

project activities include a Story Share oral history program designed to 

capture and subsequently archive festival attendees' stories about jazz.

2018 $15,000

IL 1 Hyde Park Art Center Visual Arts Chicago

To support the Artist Advancement Series. The series will include an 

exhibition program focusing on the presentation of new work by Chicago 

artists, as well as a residency program in which artists will receive a stipend, 

housing, materials, and technical assistance for the creation of new work. The 

series also will offer a professional development program for early-career 

artists. The professional development program will provide the artists with 

access to materials and space to develop a rigorous studio practice, guidance 

from professionals in the field, and a platform to exhibit their work.

2017 $25,000

IL 1 University of Chicago Music Chicago

To support the presentation of a performance project highlighting the music, 

influences, and legacy of Hungarian-born composer Gyorgy Ligeti (1923-

2006). The project will explore the composer's aesthetic of "non-atonality" 

and the life challenges he faced in surviving World War II and the Hungarian 

Revolution of 1956. Programming will feature artists including Eighth 

Blackbird, Amadinda (a percussion group from Hungary), Third Coast 

Percussion, and mezzo-soprano Rachel Calloway and will include concerts, 

lectures, a scholarly panel symposium, and other activities. Repertoire will 

range from Ligeti's Piano Etudes, "Continuum," "Poeme Symphonique (for 

100 metronomes)," to "Sippal Dobbal Nadihegeduvel" for percussion quartet 

plus mezzo-soprano.

2018 $25,000



IL 1 Court Theatre Fund Theater Chicago

To support a production of "Blues for an Alabama Sky" by Pearl Cleage and a 

festival celebrating the Harlem Renaissance on Chicago's South Side. Cleage 

depicts a lively 1920s Harlem, New York, as the creative spirit of the Harlem 

Renaissance gives way to the harsh realities of the Great Depression. Court 

Theatre's Resident Artist Ron OJ Parson will direct the production. To capture 

the play's historical context and to celebrate a cultural period in which many 

art forms were evolving around the country, the theater will program a 

festival celebration of the Harlem Renaissance in Chicago. Younger audiences 

will be introduced to the play through student matinees and post-show 

discussions will further engage students and adults.

2017 $15,000

IL 1 University of Chicago Artist Communities Chicago

To support stipends for an artist residency program as part of the Arts + 

Public Life initiative. The program is a ten-month project-based residency for 

several non-matriculating artists and collaborative artist teams. Preference 

will be given to artists who examine themes relevant to Chicago's South Side 

communities; encourage open, ongoing, and active community participation 

in collective change; and deepen understanding of race, class, gender, and 

sexual identities.

2017 $20,000

IL 2 Skyart NFP Visual Arts Chicago

To support a series of youth art instruction programs. With a focus on inner-

city, low-income youth, the series of studio art classes will be offered free-of-

charge including foundational courses in color and composition, the use of 

technology and digital media, ceramics, sculpture and metalsmithing. 

Activities will be offered during school hours, after-school, and on weekends 

at area community centers, libraries, and schools. In addition, teachers will be 

trained to help them better integrate the arts into their curriculum. The 

program will incorporate artist residencies, field-trips to cultural institutions, 

parent workshops, and advanced level classes geared toward portfolio 

development and college preparedness.

2017 $25,000

IL 2 Skyart NFP Visual Arts Chicago

To support a series of youth art instruction programs. With a focus on youth 

from underserved communities, the series of free studio art classes will 

include foundational courses in color and composition, ceramics, sculpture, 

photography, and technology and design. Activities will be offered during 

school hours, after-school, and on weekends at area community centers, 

libraries, and schools. The program will incorporate artist residencies, field 

trips to cultural institutions, and advanced level classes geared toward 

portfolio development and college preparedness.

2018 $20,000

IL 2
Governors State 

University

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

University 

Park

To support the Made in Chicago presenting series at the Center for 

Performing Arts. The series will be designed to focus on Chicago-based 

performing arts groups. Events will include highlights from the Stomping 

Grounds festival of dance and drumming; The Blues Hip Hop Experience, 

featuring hip hop, blues, and spoken-word performers; and a production by 

MPAACT Afrikan Centered Theatre.

2017 $20,000



IL 3 Project Onward Visual Arts Chicago

To support the exhibition "Honoring Legendary African American Artists: 

Distinct Portraits by disABLED Artists." Mentally and developmentally 

challenged African-American artists will create portraits of prominent African-

American artists such as Chakaia Booker, Elizabeth Catlett, Kehinde Wiley, 

Kerry James Marshall, Theaster Gates, and Kara Walker. Accompanying the 

exhibition will be a panel discussion by civic and educational leaders that will 

focus on the experience of the African-American artist, planned in 

partnership with the School of the Art Institute; Intuit: The Center for Intuitive 

and Outsider Art; and a disabilities advocacy organization. The project seeks 

to raise the visibility of mentally and developmentally disabled professional 

artists and to propel them into the creative economy.

2017 $10,000

IL 4
High Concept Laboratories 

NFP

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Chicago

To support the Sponsored Artist Program. The multidisciplinary artist 

residency program will provide independent and ensemble artists with 

support to develop a specific project. Artists will receive administrative 

assistance, production support, documentation support, marketing support, 

artistic consultation, and studio space, all at no cost. Artists will present 

works-in-progress through exhibitions, workshops, artist talks, and panel 

discussions.

2017 $10,000

IL 4
MAKE Literary 

Productions, NFP
Literature Chicago

To support the Lit  Luz Festival of Language, Literature, and Art. The Chicago-

based festival presents prominent authors from the United States and Mexico 

in a series of multidisciplinary, multilingual, media-rich interactive events. 

Celebrating and promoting contemporary literature and visual art from both 

countries, the festival will feature new translations and artistic collaborations. 

Proposed authors include Gabriela Jauregui, Guadalupe Nettel, and Daniel 

Saldana Paris.

2017 $10,000

IL 4 Opera-matic NFP

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Chicago

To support a series of participatory arts activities in Chicago Public Parks. 

Opera-matic will create a series of interactive artistic installations for the 

public to explore in community settings. Related artistic content will include 

sculptures, sing-a-longs, and circus arts.

2018 $10,000

IL 4

Artists' Cooperative 

Residency and Exhibitions 

Project

Artist Communities Chicago

To support artist residencies and related activities. The residency program 

will facilitate the production of new work by emerging artists from diverse 

disciplines and backgrounds. Residencies are deliberately short to 

accommodate individuals who work full-time jobs and otherwise would be 

unable to attend a residency program such as ACRE. The residency facilities 

are located on a 1,000-acre farm in rural southwest Wisconsin.

2018 $10,000

IL 4 Puerto Rican Arts Alliance

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Chicago

To support an exhibition featuring work by photographers Jaime Rivera and 

Miguel Arroyo, as well as a related concert. Rivera and Arroyo will be 

commissioned to photograph the present-day lives of people who emigrated 

from Puerto Rico to the Midwest during the 20th-century. Written materials 

accompanying the exhibition and guided tours will provide further 

information about the families portrayed. A performance by singers Yesenia 

Cruz and Eduardo Villanueva will accompany the exhibition.

2018 $15,000



IL 4 Changing Worlds Arts Education Chicago

To support the Peacemakers Project, a multidisciplinary arts and writing 

program for youth. Residencies at partner school sites will be led by a 

teaching artist and literacy specialist team working in collaboration with a 

classroom art teacher and a language arts teacher during the school day. The 

curriculum will promote long-term academic success and civic engagement 

through integrating peacemaking with arts learning and creative writing. 

Students will examine issues affecting their neighborhoods, create original 

writings and works of art about the contributions of community members to 

peacemaking, and implement a strategy to share the message of 

peacemaking in their communities.

2017 $10,000

IL 5
Midnight Circus in the 

Parks

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Chicago

To support the creation and presentation of circus arts. Midnight Circus in the 

Parks will create new circus work to tour throughout Chicago neighborhoods. 

The circus will collaborate with the Chicago Parks District and local 

community partners to engage the public through performances and 

workshops.

2018 $25,000

IL 5
Midnight Circus in the 

Parks

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Chicago

To support the creation and presentation of circus arts. Midnight Circus in the 

Parks will create a new circus work to tour throughout Chicago 

neighborhoods. The circus will collaborate with the Chicago Parks District and 

local community partners to engage the public through performances and 

workshops.

2017 $15,000

IL 5
Chicago Architecture 

Biennial Inc.
Design Chicago

To support staff, an evaluation consultant and an accompanying publication 

for the 2017 Chicago Architecture Biennial. The Biennial will comprise a wide 

range of exhibitions, installations, and public programs led by important 

practitioners and thinkers in architecture and design. It is intended to reach a 

diverse audience from Chicago, the United States, and abroad. The hub of 

Biennial exhibitions and events will be the historic Chicago Cultural Center, 

with additional sites throughout the city. The biennial was first hosted in 2015 

and is the only architecture-focused event of its kind in North America.

2017 $70,000

IL 5 Art in Print Review Visual Arts Chicago

To support production of "Art in Print," a bi-monthly journal that explores the 

history, theory, and contemporary purpose of the printed image. Available 

both in print and digital formats, the journal will feature articles written by 

curators, critics, artists, and scholars. It also will include information on the 

history, making, and collecting of prints, as well as reviews of print 

exhibitions, editions, and books. In addition, the journal will showcase newly 

commissioned works of art in print and offer a survey of gallery, museum, 

print shop, and market news and events.

2018 $25,000

IL 5 Elmhurst Art Museum Design Elmhurst

To support the exhibition "Mies in Chicago." The new permanent exhibition 

will examine the work of architect Mies van der Rohe, who emigrated to the 

United States from Germany in 1937 and was a leading proponent of modern 

architecture.This is the first permanent exhibition to focus on van der Rohe's 

body of work in the United States--24 projects, 18 of which are in the Chicago 

area. The exhibition also will include scale models, photographs, archival 

documents, photographs, and the museum-owned McCormick House, which 

he designed in 1952.

2017 $40,000



IL 5
Third Coast Percussion 

NFP
Music Chicago

To support a pilot program of cross-genre collaborations with 

underrepresented artistic voices. Titled Timbres, the annual project will 

feature commissioning and performances of new work through a 

collaborative process between the ensemble and invited artists. Activities will 

include documentation of the process and cross-promotional online content 

designed to expose each artist's audience to the influences and artistic circles 

of the other. The pilot, through the three stages of discovery, 

experimentation, and workshops, will result in the creation of a new work by 

the ensemble and Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, composer JLin (aka 

Jerrilynn Patton) and choreographer and dancer Lil Buck (aka Charles Riley). 

The project will include evaluation and planning for program improvements 

for future collaborations. The new work will be performed multiple times, 

with premiere performances in Chicago.

2018 $10,000

IL 5
Third Coast Percussion 

NFP
Music Chicago

To support a performance touring project that will explore how bodies of 

water provide connection in people's lives. Titled Paddle to the Sea after the 

classic children's book by Holling C. Holling and the Academy Award-

nominated film, the project will feature a multimedia concert program 

inpired by the Great Lakes, with new music composed by the ensemble 

accompanying the screening of the film. Interspersed throughout the film, 

new video art will be created to existing musical works that are evocative of 

impressions of water and the natural world. Engagement activities will 

include elements of live performance and the video. The program will be 

presented in venues such as the Cleveland Museum of Art in Ohio and the 

University of Notre Dame's DeBartolo Performing Arts Center in Indiana.

2017 $10,000

IL 5 Lucky Plush Productions Dance Chicago

To support the creation and premiere performance of "Rooming House," a 

new dance-theater work. To create the work, co-creators Julia Rhoads and 

Leslie Danzig will draw from the story of "Orpheus and Eurydice." Through 

residencies, including one at North Carolina State University, work-in-

progress performances, and rehearsals, Rhoads, Danzig, and the ensemble 

will prepare "Rooming House" for its premiere at Steppenwolf Theater 

Company's 1700 Theatre.

2017 $10,000

IL 5
Neighborhood Housing 

Services of Chicago
Design Chicago

To support the Chicago Greystone and Vintage Home Program. This asset-

based community development project will include access to rehabilitation 

workshops, care and maintenance education consultations, and community 

building efforts. The central goal of the initiative is to provide preservation 

and design tools to residents to address pressing community issues, including 

a sense of image and neighborhood pride, housing quality, sustainability, and 

local self-management.

2017 $25,000



IL 5
Sones de Mexico 

Ensemble

Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Chicago

To support a performance and songwriting workshop series. Workshops will 

provide children, youth, and adults instruction in the art of writing Mexican 

epic ballads known as "corridos." Though Mexican in their origin, the ballads 

can be sung in English or Spanish and accommodate any musical style. Juan 

Dies, an ethnomusicologist with more than two decades of experience in 

teaching and performing, will help the students learn to compose corridos 

and then lead them in performances of their work.

2018 $30,000

IL 5 Links Hall Inc. Dance Chicago

To support a commission of new work and movement workshops by artist 

Darrell Jones. The commission is of a new process-based dance work that 

includes an international exchange with Japanese choreographer Kaori Seki. 

Completing research residencies in both Chicago, Illinois, and Kobe, Japan, 

the artists will share their studio processes as each builds a new work.

2017 $15,000

IL 5
Collaboraction Theatre 

Company, Inc.
Theater Chicago

To support the production of Peacebook, a theater arts festival to cultivate 

community relations in Chicago neighborhoods most affected by violence. 

Performance pieces about the theme of peace will be performed in as many 

as three different park locations in the city. Prior to the festival, the theater 

will visit each neighborhood to encourage community participation and the 

development of new works through workshops, a variety show, and free 

meals. Play submissions will be accepted from around the city and each 

selected work will be given full production support. The festival may feature 

musicians, visual artists, and peace organizations from each neighborhood. A 

final production will be presented at the Goodman Theatre.

2018 $10,000

IL 5
Collaboraction Theatre 

Company, Inc.
Theater Chicago

To support the Peacebook festival. Collaboraction's theater arts festival will 

cultivate community relations in Chicago neighborhoods most affected by 

violence. Performance pieces with the theme of peace will be performed in 

different park locations in the city. Prior to the festival, the theater company 

will visit each neighborhood to encourage community participation and the 

development of new works through workshops and a variety show. Play 

submissions will be accepted from around the city and each selected work 

will be given full production support.

2017 $10,000

IL 5

Eighth Blackbird 

Performing Arts 

Association

Music Chicago

To support the Blackbird Creative Lab, a training program for instrumentalists 

and composers. Held at the Besant Hill School in Ojai, California, the tuition-

free multiple week training program will include coaching sessions, lectures, 

and seminars that provide opportunities for hands-on learning, discussion of 

a variety of musical and entrepreneurial topics, and the opportunity to 

perform new work by faculty members or guest composers. Also planned are 

informal performances and community-building activities among participants 

and faculty.

2018 $25,000



IL 5 Young Chicago Authors Arts Education Chicago

To support creative writing residencies in Chicago public high schools. Led by 

a team of trained writers-in-residence, students will write, read, discuss, and 

publish their work in anthologies, video recordings, and performances. 

Students will learn to incorporate imagery, inventive language, and different 

perspectives while maintaining the authenticity of their own voices. Activities 

will include after-school poetry clubs, in-class workshops, professional 

development for teachers, and participation in the Louder Than A Bomb 

Youth Poetry Festival. The program serves high school students, primarily 

from low-income African-American and Latino households in Chicago.

2017 $15,000

IL 5 Chicago A Cappella Music Chicago

To support Cantare Chicago, a composer residency program in area schools. 

Developed in collaboration with VocalEssence of Minneapolis that created 

the program, plans include placing a Mexican composer in Chicago schools to 

serve as composer-in-residence, working with music teachers and choir 

directors. The composer will teach elementary school music classes and high 

school choirs about Mexican music and culture. The students will take part in 

the creative process, working with the composer to create new compositions. 

The program will culminate with a community concert featuring all school 

groups together with the Chicago A Cappella ensemble.

2017 $10,000

IL 5
Facets Multimedia 

Incorporated
Media Arts Chicago

To support the Chicago International Children's Film Festival and related 

festival programs for children. A qualifying festival for the Academy Awards, 

the festival will showcase an extensive selection of children's films and videos 

from around the world. Related activities include school field trips to the 

festival and a visiting artist program in classrooms, in which international 

directors present their work, facilitate discussions, and lead creative 

workshops for students. Scholarship awards and reduced admission are made 

available to students and families through community partnerships and 

Chicago public schools. In addition, select works screened at the festival will 

be available on-demand through the web streaming platform, Facets Kids.

2018 $20,000

IL 5
Chicago Children's 

Theatre
Theater Chicago

To support the premiere of Extra-Sensory Theatre. The original theatrical 

production "X Marks The Spot" will feature a multi-sensory, interactive 

experience created for the full inclusion of the blind and severely visually 

impaired community. The play is inspired by the public domain children's 

literature book, "Five Children and It," by award-winning author Edith Nesbit 

and tells the tale of a sister and her brothers who go off digging in a gravel pit 

only to come across the ancient wish-granting sand fairy, Psammead. The 

project has the dual purpose of establishing theater for the blind community 

while also enveloping audience members with sight into a setting where 

reliance on that sense is dampened in an effort to promote a sense of 

community, unity, and understanding.

2018 $10,000



IL 5
Asian Improv aRts 

Midwest
Challenge America Chicago

To support performances of traditional Japanese performing arts coupled 

with the work of contemporary jazz musicians. The project will merge 

Japanese taiko drumming, dance, and folk songs with new music, spoken 

word, and visual design. Additional project elements include workshops and 

post-performance discussions that will explore how traditional Japanese art 

forms might merge with or inform modern compositions.

2017 $10,000

IL 5
Asian Improv aRts 

Midwest
Challenge America Chicago

To support Taiko Legacy, a performance of traditional Japanese performing 

arts, such as taiko drumming and kabuki theater, coupled with the work of 

contemporary jazz performers, with related workshop activities. Proposed 

guest artists include kabuki theater Grandmaster Sennosuke Wakatsuki, 

Grandmaster Takani Umeya, and accompanist and street performer Yasushi 

Shimazaki. Traditional formal kabuki theater performances will contrast with 

contemporary theater, in a performance accompanied by taiko drumming 

and jazz music. Additional project elements such as workshops and a post-

performance discussion will explore how traditional Japanese art forms relate 

to contemporary themes.

2018 $10,000

IL 5
Sones de Mexico 

Ensemble

Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Chicago

To support the U.S. tour of Beyond the Music: A Musical Geography of 

Mexico. The ensemble will present free educational programs for the general 

public demonstrating Mexican folk music and dance from the various 

geographic regions of that country. The programs will illustrate the diversity 

of musical styles found in Mexico and foster a deeper understanding and 

appreciation of the culture.

2017 $30,000

IL 5
Neighborhood Housing 

Services of Chicago
Design Chicago

To support the Chicago Greystone and Vintage Home Program, offering 

technical assistance and resources to owners of historic homes in Chicago. 

NHS will invite homeowners of Chicago's historic signature greystone and 

bungalow homes to attend rehabilitation workshops, care and maintenance 

education consultations, and workshops on community-building. The central 

goal of the initiative is to provide preservation and design tools to residents 

to address pressing community issues, including a sense of image and 

neighborhood pride, housing quality, sustainability, local self-management, 

and neighborhood preservation.

2018 $25,000

IL 5
Old Town School of Folk 

Music, Inc.

Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Chicago

To support World Music Wednesdays. In its tenth year, the concert series will 

present master artists from Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe, and the 

Middle East. Selected performers will schedule master classes and lecture-

demonstrations for school groups. The concerts and selected master classes 

will be recorded and, with artist permission, and deposited in the school's 

archive for use by teachers, students, and the public.

2017 $20,000



IL 5
TimeLine Theatre 

Company
Theater Chicago

To support the Chicago premiere of "Boy," a new play by Anna Ziegler. 

Inspired by true events, the play tells the story of a well-intentioned doctor in 

the 1960s who convinces the parents of a male infant that they should raise 

their child as a girl, following a terrible accident. Two decades later, the 

consequences of the choice continue to unfold for all involved. The 

production will be complemented by a series of outreach activities to engage 

audiences around the historical context and issues of the play, and to ignite 

dialogue about gender identity. Activities will include a discussion series, a 

lobby art installation, and the Living History Education Program, a curriculum-

based program that works in partnership with several Chicago Public Schools.

2018 $10,000

IL 5

Eighth Blackbird 

Performing Arts 

Association

Music Chicago

To support staging workshops and performances of "Olagon: a Cantata in 

Doublespeak." The evening-length work was created by a team of Irish and 

American artists including composer-performer Dan Trueman; Pulitzer Prize-

winning Irish-American poet Paul Muldoon; and traditional Irish singer Iarla O 

Lionaird. Using the timeless love spat between Queen Maeve and King Ailill of 

Irish Mythology as a starting point, Muldoon's text pushes the drama into the 

future. The text is at once evocative of ancient myths and also the 

contemporary struggles of the Republic of Ireland.

2017 $10,000

IL 5
Barrel of Monkeys 

Productions
Arts Education Chicago

To support creative writing and theater residency programs. Creative writing 

and drama residencies will take place in underserved elementary schools and 

will promote literacy, writing skills, and social and emotional development, 

while exposing students to the performing arts. The curriculum includes 

theater games, collaborative story writing activities, group performance 

opportunities, and individual writing time, with the objectives of building 

students' creative writing skills, collaborative abilities, and confidence in self-

expression. Each residency will culminate in a schoolwide performance of 

stories written by the students and adapted into sketches and songs by 

professional actors and musicians. The project is in alignment with citywide 

efforts to improve the delivery of arts education to Chicago public school 

students.

2017 $10,000

IL 5 Cool Classics Chicago

In recognition of the Cool Classics! program. The after-school program uses 

classic literature, theater, and literary-infused activities to connect Chicago 

public school students, ages 5-9, with an imaginative world of reading, 

humanities, and thematic ideas.

2017 $10,000

IL 5
Old Town School of Folk 

Music, Inc.
Creativity Connects Chicago

To support a music education and mentorship training program for at-risk 

youth, in partnership with the Inner-City Muslim Action Network. The 

program will include training in conflict resolution and community dynamics, 

as well as weekly music classes and workshops. The goals of the project are to 

foster the inventiveness that defines successful business strategies, build 

leadership skills among young people, offer a motivational alternative to 

street violence, and provide employment for a cohort of teaching artists.

2017 $100,000



IL 5 Victory Gardens Theater Theater Chicago

To support the world premiere of "Queen," a new play by Madhuri Shekar. 

The play tells the story of two PhD candidates and close friends who are 

about to publish a career-defining paper. Their work will identify the cause 

for the disappearance of bees around the world, which ultimately leads to 

global food shortage due to the lack of pollination. On the eve of their 

presentation, they realize their research numbers are not adding up, and the 

two students are faced with a difficult decision that puts their careers and 

their friendship on the brink of devastation.

2017 $10,000

IL 5 Victory Gardens Theater Theater Chicago

To support the world premiere production of "Breach: a manifesto on race in 

america through the eyes of a black girl recovering from self-hate," a new 

play by Antoinette Nwandu. A coming-of-age story about race, class, and 

motherhood, the play tells the story of a single, black woman struggling to 

overcome the deep chasm that exists between the life she grew up living and 

the life her education and accomplishments have promised her. The play was 

workshopped during the theater's 2016 IGNITION Festival of New Plays, and 

will be directed by Lisa Portes. Community engagement activities may include 

conversations with the playwright, panel discussions, spoken word and other 

pre-show live performances, and co-presentations with community partners 

regarding the play's themes.

2018 $15,000

IL 5
Facets Multimedia 

Incorporated
Media Arts Chicago

To support the Chicago International Children's Film Festival. Held in the fall, 

the festival is juried by both children and adults. An extensive selection of 

children's films and videos from around the world will be presented. Related 

festival activities include school field trips to the festival, the opportunity for 

international directors to present their work in classrooms, and a youth 

cultural immersion program, which offers opportunities for participants to 

serve on juries at international film festivals. In addition, select works 

screened at the festival will be available on-demand through the newly 

developed web streaming platform, Facet Kids.

2017 $65,000

IL 5
Maplewood Housing for 

the Visually Impaired
Challenge America Chicago

To support a collaboration by textile artist John Paul Morabito and blind 

weavers. The collaboration will culminate in the creation of a woven art piece 

that will be exhibited in public settings such as libraries, community centers, 

and schools.

2018 $10,000

IL 6 Burton Foundation Visual Arts Elgin

To support a public art project to complement the redevelopment of 

Rosenwald Courts, an historic housing complex on Chicago's South Side. The 

complex was built in 1929 by Julius Rosenwald, president of Sears, Roebuck  

Company, to provide affordable workforce housing for African-American 

working families, and was once home to prominent residents including poet 

Gwendolyn Brooks, singer Nat King Cole, boxer Joe Louis, and 

composer/producer and NEA Jazz Master Quincy Jones. The public art project 

will be led by artists Carolyn Elaine and Damon Lamar Reed, and a series of 

community engagement strategies including design charrettes, story-

collecting exercises, hands-on art making workshops, community 

conversations, and documentary video production will relay the unique 

history and importance of Bronzeville, an African-American community 

developed during the Great Migration.

2017 $20,000



IL 6
DuPage Children's 

Museum

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Naperville

To support a multidisciplinary exhibit and engagement program that 

integrates art and music for children. The program will include professional 

musicians performing culturally diverse songs, child musicians performing for 

other children, and children creating two- and three-dimensional artworks 

that feature musical instruments. In addition, Title I school students will work 

with professional artists to create artworks that will be on display in DCM's 

art gallery for three months. Each month, DCM's Art Studio will devote one 

week to having children create their own interpretations of classic art pieces 

using different methods of expression ranging from painting to clay.

2017 $14,000

IL 6
Glen Ellyn Children's 

Chorus
Arts Education Glen Ellyn

To support a choral music education project for students in the metropolitan 

Chicago area. Anima will partner with the Indian dance company Meher, 

School District 33, the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Program based at Westmont 

Junior High School, and other partners to actively engage children to build 

connections among the largest immigrant cultures in DuPage County through 

music. Composer David Brunner will be commissioned to create a work that 

students from Anima's ensembles and other student choirs will learn and 

perform in a culminating concert in 2018.

2017 $10,000

IL 7 United States Artists

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Chicago

To support the 2018 Artists Assembly convening. The convening will provide 

opportunities for artists in visual and performing arts disciplines to discuss 

professional issues and their work, engage with local artists and the arts 

community, and form new projects and collaborations. National and local arts 

leaders will attend and participate as presenters and panelists. The Artists 

Assembly also will feature artists' presentations and performances.

2017 $25,000

IL 7
Chicago Dancemakers 

Forum
Dance Chicago

To support Elevate Chicago Dance. The showcase is the culminating activity of 

the Regional Dance Development Initiative (RDDI) Chicago. The citywide 

event will gather regional, national, and international dance presenters and 

live-art curators to introduce them to Chicago dance companies, artists, and 

creative spaces. Participation will enable artists to increase their capacity to 

develop new audiences, instigate meaningful relationships with presenters, 

and build new networks for the exchange of ideas, resources, and 

opportunities.

2017 $10,000

IL 7
Chicago Philharmonic 

Society
Music Chicago

To support the Side-by-Side concert series. Presented in Chicago Parks as part 

of the Chicago Park District's Night Out in the Parks initiative, the series will 

feature orchestra performances in culturally underserved communities. Local 

music students and community musicians will be invited to rehearse and 

perform alongside the Philharmonic.

2017 $12,000

IL 7
Media Process 

Educational Films
Media Arts Chicago

To support production costs for "We Want Harold!," a documentary film by 

Joe Winston. Chronicling the life and legacy of Harold Washington, elected 

Chicago's first African-American mayor in 1983, the film will incorporate 

previously unseen archival footage as well as interviews with Washington's 

colleagues and former members of the Chicago City Council. Intended for 

national television broadcast, the documentary also will be made available 

for educational distribution and through online streaming platforms.

2017 $15,000



IL 7
Instituto Cervantes of 

Chicago, Inc.

Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Chicago

To support the Chicago Flamenco Festival. Recognized international flamenco 

dancers, guitarists, and singers, along with emerging local flamenco artists, 

will offer a series of concerts, classes, and workshops presenting all aspects of 

the art of flamenco. Additional project activities will include a photography 

exhibition displaying images of flamenco artists and the screening of films 

relevant to the art of flamenco.

2017 $20,000

IL 7

Association of 

Architecture 

Organizations, Inc.

Design Chicago

To support the Design Matters Conference. The meeting will consist of 

presentations and group workshops, networking opportunities, community 

tours, and toolkit sessions. The conference also will explore the relevance and 

productive qualities of international design festivals in the context of the 

Chicago Architecture Biennial, which will be going on during the conference. 

The goal of the conference is to connect design educators and 

representatives from nonprofit service providers across the country for 

networking and professional development training.

2017 $25,000

IL 7 3Arts, Inc Artist Communities Chicago

To support artist residencies for artists with disabilities. The multi-month 

residencies will provide resources for artists with disabilities to create new 

work. Through a partnership with the University of Illinois at Chicago, artists 

also will have opportunities to teach, lead workshops, mentor graduate 

students, collaborate with faculty, present public lectures, or engage with the 

campus and Chicago community in other ways. While the project's primary 

focus is to assist artists with disabilities, the residencies also will focus on 

raising awareness regarding equity, accessibility, and inclusion.

2017 $15,000

IL 7 3Arts, Inc Artist Communities Chicago

To support residencies and related activities for artists with disabilities. The 

multi-month residencies will provide resources for artists with disabilities to 

create new work. Through a collaboration with the University of Illinois at 

Chicago, Loyola University's Department of Dance and Performing Arts, and 

Bodies of Work (a network of disabled artists and organizations who support 

them), artists also will have opportunities to teach, lead workshops, mentor 

graduate students, collaborate with faculty, present public lectures, and/or 

engage with the campus and Chicago community. While the project's primary 

focus is to assist artists with disabilities, the residencies also will focus on 

raising awareness regarding equity, accessibility, and inclusion.

2018 $15,000

IL 7
National Public Housing 

Museum
Museums Chicago

To support the return and reinstallation of New Deal era public art works on 

the grounds of the new National Public Housing Museum. Animal Court, 

seven carved limestone sculptures created by Edgar Miller in the 1930s, will 

be retrieved out of storage and restored to help inaugurate the museum. 

Once installed, "Animal Court" will complement the museum's permanent 

core exhibition-two restored apartments in the last remaining building of 

Chicago's New Deal public housing experiment, spearheaded by social 

reformer Jane Addams in the 1930s. Public programming and interpretive 

materials will be developed to coincide with the museum's opening in 2018.

2018 $30,000



IL 7 Fund for Innovative TV Media Arts Chicago

To support a program by Media Burn Archive enabling the preservation, 

digitization, public presentation, and distribution of works on videotape by 

select media artists. As many as two media artists will participate in the 

program, which will offer a stipend for artists to directly collaborate with staff 

to catalog and digitize significant bodies of their work on videotape that is 

currently at risk of deterioration. Following their digitization, each artist will 

participate in a public screening and discussion of the newly preserved work. 

The works also will be available to students, educators, artists, and the 

general public for free online through the Media Burn website. Previously 

preserved works from the archive include a collection of archival footage and 

interviews with writer and broadcaster Studs Terkel, exhibited in numerous 

public presentations and incorporated into the HBO documentary "Studs 

Terkel: Listening to America."

2018 $15,000

IL 7
Third Coast International 

Audio Festival
Media Arts Chicago

To support the 2017 Third Coast Conference. Held in Chicago, the conference 

will focus on the art and craft of audio and radio production. Hundreds of 

producers, reporters, and podcasters from across the country will gather and 

learn valuable skills, share best practices, and connect with a broad 

community of fellow content creators.

2017 $25,000

IL 7
International Music 

Foundation
Music Chicago

To support free chamber summer concert performances at the historic St. 

James Cathedral in downtown Chicago and the Make Music Chicago festival. 

Early-evening chamber concerts will be presented every Tuesday during the 

summer months with artists selected from a roster of musicians from the 

Chicago area, as well as artists from across the country. A one-day free 

festival in neighborhoods around the city will celebrate the summer solstice. 

In addition to live audiences, listening audiences will be reached by WFMT-

FM public radio broadcasts.

2017 $12,500

IL 7
International Music 

Foundation
Music Chicago

To support Dame Myra Hess Memorial Concerts, Rush Hour Concerts, and 

Make Music Chicago. The weekly Dame Myra Hess Memorial concerts at the 

Chicago Cultural Center will present emerging classical musicians. Concerts 

will be broadcast live on WFMT-FM. Rush Hour Concerts will take place 

during the summer at St. James Cathedral in downtown Chicago and will 

present established Chicago-based musicians. Make Music Chicago is a free 

day-long festival held in neighborhoods around the city in celebration of 

summer solstice.

2018 $20,000



IL 7
Ingenuity Incorporated 

Chicago
Arts Education Chicago

To support a collective impact project for the continued implementation and 

coordination of the Chicago Public Schools Arts Education Plan. Updates will 

be made to Ingenuity's public data website, the Artlook map, a tool used by 

schools and organizations to coordinate delivery of arts education to schools. 

The data infrastructure of the website will be streamlined, combining 

multiple data systems into a single system in order to identify gaps in arts 

instruction for individual schools and help find organizational partners who 

are best suited to fill those gaps. Ingenuity also will release its fifth annual 

State of the Arts in Chicago Public Schools report, examining longitudinal 

trends in arts education and highlighting new opportunities for expanded 

access to arts education. The quality of arts instruction will be addressed 

through the publication of a standardized framework to evaluate quality and 

professional learning opportunities for schools and arts organizations.

2018 $100,000

IL 7 Free Spirit Media, NFP Media Arts Chicago

To support a professional development program for media makers pursuing 

careers in the film and media arts field. With a focus on youth from 

underserved communities, young artists will have the opportunity to 

participate in hands-on instructional classes, trainings, mentorship, and 

apprenticeship opportunities through partnerships with organizations such as 

Independent Film Project, the Chicago Film Office, and AbelCine. Participants 

will learn production skills on set, develop independent projects with mentor 

artists, and gain experience with networking, pitching, and interviewing skills 

while learning about the film industry.

2017 $10,000

IL 7 Thodos Dance Chicago Dance Chicago

To support the restaging and presentation of "Nos Duraturi" by dancer and 

choreographer Bella Lewitzky. Nos Duraturi will be restaged by former 

dancers of the Bella Lewitzky Dance Company and will be performed at 

Chicago's Auditorium Theatre as part of the company's 25th anniversary 

celebration. This work will become the fourth component of the company's 

American Dance Legacy Project which seeks to keep the works of renowned 

American dance artists alive on stage. Several master classes will be taught in 

the Lewitzky technique for the Chicago dance community including a class 

featuring the Lewitzky technique for the TDC Youth Ensemble.

2017 $10,000

IL 7
Grant Park Orchestral 

Association
Music Chicago

To support the Grant Park Music Festival. The free summer festival will take 

place in Millennium Park-in the Jay Pritzker Pavilion and the Harris Theater 

for Music and Dance-and at venues throughout Chicago. Performances will 

feature the Grant Park Orchestra and Chorus as well as guest artists. Through 

the educational program Festival Connect, activities will include open 

rehearsals, pre-concert lectures, mentorship opportunities for pre-

professional musicians, and a Young Artists Showcase by student ensembles. 

Several concerts will be broadcast live on WFMT-FM.

2017 $30,000



IL 7 Snow City Arts Foundation Arts Education Chicago

To support arts education for children and youth in hospitals. Professional 

teaching artists will provide workshops in creative writing, music, theater, 

media arts, and visual arts for children and youth in pediatric units in Chicago 

hospitals that work in conjunction with each student's creative interests and 

abilities. Workshops happen either bedside or in the hospital-based Idea Labs, 

which house art supplies, art libraries, musical instruments, and electronic 

media equipment. Comprehensive progress reports are produced for each 

student and are sent to students' schools for credit.

2017 $20,000

IL 7 Gilloury Institute Theater Chicago

To support Silk Road Rising's New China Festival. A staged reading series of 

plays will feature works by Chinese and Chinese-American playwrights. The 

festival will kick off with a panel discussion about theater work being 

developed in China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan. Playwright David Henry Hwang 

will serve as Festival Curator in partnership with Artistic Director Jamil 

Khoury. The festival will offer a portal through which American audiences 

may come to appreciate the country's complexity and the type of work that 

exists in modern day China. The presentation of plays being written by 

Chinese-American playwrights will demonstrate how these artists are 

bridging their American identities while reflecting on their heritage.

2017 $15,000

IL 7
League of Chicago 

Theatres Foundation
Theater Chicago

To support professional development programs. Activities will include free 

workshops and seminars on capacity-building, institutional change, social 

media strategy, and financial management. Networking events will provide 

opportunities to connect with colleagues for information-sharing. Best-

practice programs will be showcased for emerging theater companies and 

lectures by prominent speakers will be offered on a variety of arts topics.

2017 $10,000

IL 7 Joffrey Ballet Dance Chicago

To support the creation and presentation of a new work by Swedish 

choreographer Alexander Ekman. The work will explore the relationship 

between design and dance. Ekman's work is known for its fast-paced timing, 

witty humor and clever transitions, as well as integrated multimedia design. 

Ekman will create work that connects with and surprises audiences with its 

humanity. In addition, the Joffrey will provide free tickets for students, pre-

show lectures, and opportunities to meet the artist. The new work will debut 

in a mixed repertory program to be performed in the Auditorium Theatre in 

Chicago, Illinois.

2017 $20,000



IL 7 Storycatchers Theatre Arts Education Chicago

To support a post-release performing arts jobs program for court-involved 

youth. Professional teaching artists will use creative nonfiction and 

performing arts to guide young people who have been recently released from 

detention through a creative process that will help them develop the skills to 

navigate reentry successfully. Participants will use writing, storytelling, 

rehearsals, and performances to develop creativity, build communication and 

decision-making skills, and gain leadership experience. Teaching artists will 

recruit small groups to form each ensemble, serving approximately 45 core 

participants during a one-year period. Ensembles will develop and tour an 

original musical to schools, juvenile justice facilities, police district sites, and 

other venues. Performances will include youth-led post-show discussions.

2018 $40,000

IL 7
Chicago Shakespeare 

Theater
Theater Chicago

To support Chicago Shakespeare in Urban Classrooms and Communities. The 

project is a year-round series of education and civic engagement initiatives 

that will extend access to professional Shakespearean productions. The 

theater will provide mentorship services to youth from underserved areas 

and will help promote literacy in the local public school system.

2017 $75,000

IL 7 Chicago Sinfonietta, Inc. Music Chicago

To support orchestral concerts exploring women composers in classical 

music. Project plans include the premieres of commissioned works: "Avaaz" 

(meaning "voice" in Hindi) by composer Reena Esmail, featuring an 

improvised vocal solo part inspired by her Indian American background, and 

"Dance Card" by Pulitzer Prize-winning composer Jennifer Higdon. Other 

composers to be featured will include Mary Kouyoumdjian, Dora Pejacevic, 

and Florence Price. Educational activities will include panel discussions.

2018 $20,000

IL 7
International Latino 

Cultural Center of Chicago
Media Arts Chicago

To support the 33rd Chicago Latino Film Festival. Dedicated to developing, 

promoting, and increasing awareness of Latino culture, the festival showcases 

narrative feature films, shorts, and documentaries from Spain, Portugal, Latin 

America, and the United States. During the festival, thousands of Chicago-

area students also will attend free daytime screenings of festival films, 

accompanied by discussions with artists and directors.

2017 $15,000

IL 7
Chicago Arts Partnerships 

in Education
Arts Education Chicago

To support Collaboration Laboratory, an after-school and weekend 

professional development and coaching program for Chicago Public School 

teachers. Participants will learn how to use inquiry-based, arts integrated 

teaching. Teaching artists and teachers will collaborate in using new skills 

learned in the classroom through residencies during the school year. CAPE's 

long-standing partners, including arts organizations, galleries, and community 

groups throughout Chicago, provide resources such as teaching artist 

development, and insight on school and community needs.

2017 $75,000



IL 7 Lyric Opera of Chicago Opera Chicago

To support a new production of "Siegfried" by composer Richard Wagner. The 

third installment of Wagner's four-part "Ring" cycle, the opera centers upon 

the character of Siegfried and traces his story from being raised through 

falling in love. The creative team may include director David Pountney and 

conductor Sir Andrew Davis; the cast may include soprano Christine Goerke, 

bass-baritone Eric Owens, and tenor Burkhard Fritz. As many as six 

performances will take place at the Civic Opera House in fall 2018 and 

additional audiences will be reached through related education and 

community engagement programming, live national radio broadcasts, and 

web-streaming.

2018 $65,000

IL 7 Illinois Arts Council State & Regional Chicago N/A 2017 $850,800

IL 7 Urban Gateways Creativity Connects Chicago

To support a multidisciplinary arts residency program in partnership with 

UCAN, a social service agency working with Chicago youth and families. Urban 

Gateways will bring its arts education expertise to UCAN's 360 Community 

Program, which recognizes the impact of violence and trauma in order to 

create safety and healing for youth in Chicago neighborhoods. The 

partnership will follow several cohorts of students as they progress through 

UCAN's continuum of care, incorporating access to quality arts education as a 

means to empower at-risk youth with the social and emotional tools to make 

positive changes in their own lives.

2017 $90,000

IL 7 Snow City Arts Foundation Arts Education Chicago

To support the expansion of arts education programs for children and youth 

in hospitals. Professional teaching artists will provide workshops in creative 

writing, music, theater, media arts, and visual arts for children and youth in 

Chicago hospitals. Workshops will be developed in conjunction with each 

student's creative interests and will occur either bedside or in the hospital-

based Idea Labs, which house art supplies, art libraries, musical instruments, 

and electronic media equipment. Comprehensive progress reports will be 

produced for each student and are sent to students' schools.

2018 $35,000

IL 7 Columbia College Chicago Dance Chicago

To support dance presentations and residencies at The Dance Center of 

Columbia College Chicago. Activities will include contemporary dance 

performances, audience and community engagement programs, and teaching 

residencies. Artists to be presented include Cynthia Oliver's COCo Dance 

Theatre, Doug Varone and Dancers, and Bebe Miller Company. The 

companies will be in residence for at least one week to perform and to 

conduct audience and community engagement activities such as in-school 

and after-school classes and workshops, teen-related programs, community-

based workshops, master classes for Columbia College Chicago students, 

lecture-demonstrations, preview performances, film screenings, gallery 

installations, panel discussions, open rehearsals, and pre- and post-

performance conversations.

2017 $30,000



IL 7 Marwen Foundation, Inc. Arts Education Chicago

To support the Marwen Studio, a free program which offers out-of-school 

visual arts courses. Practicing artists design and teach sequential, hands-on 

art-making courses in a range of disciplines, including visual arts, design arts, 

media arts, and mixed media. Project partners include HIVE Chicago, the 

University of Chicago, and the Chicago Architecture Foundation.

2017 $20,000

IL 7
Museum of Contemporary 

Art
Museums Chicago

To support the exhibition "Takashi Murakami: The Octopus Eats Its Own Leg." 

The exhibition will feature approximately 54 works by Murakami (b.1962) one 

of the most important artists to emerge from post-war Asia. Famous for 

merging classical Japanese painting techniques and pop culture, Murakami 

will present up to seven works from the last three decades as well as some 

new commissions created specifically for the exhibition. A series of public 

talks and discussions with influential figures in film, fashion, and design will 

explore Murakami's popular influence.

2017 $45,000

IL 7 Art Institute of Chicago Media Arts Chicago

To support the Black Harvest Film Festival and related programming. Held in 

the summer, the festival presents works from emerging and established 

filmmakers that explore the contemporary black and African diaspora 

experience. Many of the films screened have limited distribution beyond the 

festival circuit. Through partnerships with Community Film Workshop and the 

Chicago Public Library, additional programming will include free family-

oriented film screenings and discussions at neighborhood libraries, and 

master class opportunities for youth.

2017 $10,000

IL 7
Hubbard Street Dance 

Chicago, Inc.
Arts Education Chicago

To support the Movement as Partnership in-school residency program. 

Teaching artists will provide dance residencies to students in Chicago and Oak 

Park public schools, as well as professional development workshops for 

classroom teachers year-round. Students will engage in dance learning, 

including improvisation and choreography, and create and perform their own 

dance works. Central to the project is extensive partnership with the schools, 

which now includes three different partnership levels, creating a pathway for 

growing partnerships. Each school's principal, classroom teachers, and 

Hubbard Street staff will meet throughout the year to guide the curriculum 

planning and ensure its connection to school goals. The project will include 

family workshops and student performances for family, faculty, and peers.

2017 $45,000

IL 7
Chicago Humanities 

Festival

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Chicago

To support the Chicago Humanities Festival. Each festival brings together 

novelists, scholars, musicians, archaeologists, historians, artists, performers, 

playwrights, theologians, poets, architects, policy makers, and others, both 

established and emerging talents, to offer performances, screenings, exhibits, 

and discussions on a theme of universal interest. Students from low-income 

neighborhoods and their families will be offered free tickets and 

transportation subsidies through their schools. Post-performance educational 

opportunities, including interactive workshops with the artists, will deepen 

the children's understanding of the topics explored in the productions.

2017 $20,000



IL 7
Chicago Human Rhythm 

Project
Dance Chicago

To support the annual Stomping Grounds and Rhythm World festivals, and a 

national tour. Stomping Grounds is a collaborative, citywide celebration of 

rhythmic expression and cultural exchange featuring dance companies in a 

series of free performance, education, and outreach events in diverse 

neighborhoods. Rhythm World is a festival of tap and percussive dance 

including performances, residencies, workshops, classes, and conferences for 

all age groups and experience levels. Chicago Human Rhythm Project's 

resident ensemble will engage audiences in professional tap and percussive 

dance programming through a national tour.

2018 $20,000

IL 7
Chicago Symphony 

Orchestra
Music Chicago

To support training and stipends for pre-professional musicians of the Civic 

Orchestra of Chicago. Culminating in full orchestra concerts, musical training 

will include rehearsals, performances, and community engagement activities 

under the direction of guest conductors, and members of the Chicago 

Symphony Orchestra. Musicians will perform free concerts at Orchestra Hall 

at Symphony Center as well as in predominantly low-income Chicago 

neighborhoods. Cellist Yo-Yo Ma, the symphony's creative consultant, will 

guide the development of the Civic Fellowship activities, which encourages 

and trains musicians in community engagement opportunities.

2017 $50,000

IL 7
Chicago Symphony 

Orchestra
Music Chicago

To support professional development training for pre-professional musicians 

of the Civic Orchestra of Chicago. Culminating in full orchestra concerts, the 

musical training program will include rehearsals, performances, and 

community engagement activities under the direction of guest conductors 

and members of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. Musicians will perform 

free concerts at Orchestra Hall at Symphony Center as well as at community 

venues in predominantly low-income Chicago neighborhoods. Cellist Yo-Yo 

Ma, the symphony's creative consultant, will guide the development of the 

Civic Fellowship activities, which encourages and trains musicians in 

community engagement opportunities.

2018 $50,000

IL 7
American Library 

Association
Literature Chicago

To support the Great Stories Club, a reading and discussion program for at-

risk teens. The association will send authors and illustrators around the 

country to give live readings, discuss their work, and lead workshops in 

facilities such as juvenile detention centers. Selected for their accessibility 

and relevance to participants' lives and present circumstances, books will 

encourage reflection through the discussion of themes, and inspire teens to 

tell their own stories.

2017 $15,000



IL 7
American Planning 

Association
Design Chicago

To support the development of creative placemaking training for planners, a 

Knowledge Building project. The American Planning Association (APA) will 

partner with Americans for the Arts to develop creative placemaking training 

that will provide information to planning professionals on how to include 

artists and integrate creative placemaking into planning and community 

development work. Training resources will be developed based on a field scan 

of existing models and toolkits and establishing a consolidated, accessible, 

and continuously maintained platform for these resources. Project partners 

will work with the Boston Metropolitan Area Planning Council to apply the 

training materials through a demonstration project. In addition to serving 

APA members, the resources are also expected to benefit urban designers, 

architects, historic preservationists, developers, landscape architects, and 

others working in place-based professions.

2017 $100,000

IL 7 Blair Thomas & Company Theater Chicago

To support the Chicago International Puppet Theater Festival. To be held in 

early winter 2019, the third biennial festival will feature puppetry 

performances, workshops, and family activities in a dozen venues across the 

city. Through the curated program The Catapult, participants will have access 

to post-show discussions, backstage tours/demonstrations, and workshops 

with festival artists in addition to admission to festival performances. The 

Catapult will combine a puppetry festival experience and hands-on learning 

opportunities with international and national puppetry artists. The festival is 

expected to draw an estimated audience of more than 14,000, including 

3,000 children.

2018 $15,000

IL 7 Archeworks Design Chicago

To support a series of online essays exploring current topics and issues in 

design. Guest curators will be selected throughout the year to identify a 

theme (such as storytelling or innovation) and write an essay, which will then 

prompt similarly themed responses from other practitioners in the field. This 

project helps to provide deep, relevant, applicable insights to the central 

ideas being developed in the growing field of social impact design, where 

designers' skills have a positive and tangible impact on society.

2018 $30,000

IL 7 Chicago Dramatists Artist Communities Chicago

To support residencies for new play development and related activities. As 

many as 24 experienced playwrights and 12 emerging playwrights will be 

supported through a professional environment focused on diversity, 

collaboration, and creative work. These long-term residencies will provide 

playwrights resources such as private and public table readings with actors, 

directors, and technicians; workshops with actors; writing groups; and a 

monthly roundtable to discuss progress.

2018 $10,000



IL 7
Lookingglass Theatre 

Company
Theater Chicago

To support the remount of "Moby Dick," adapted and directed by founding 

ensemble member David Catlin. Herman Melville's romance of the sea 

follows Ishmael's exile aboard Captain Ahab's whaler, The Pequod. Cast aside 

from society, Ishmael and crew consign themselves to Ahab and bind their 

fates together in pursuit of the elusive white whale. The immersive and 

physical production will include a set composed primarily of ropes, sails, and 

masts to evoke both the ship's rigging and an old whale graveyard. 

Performers will swing as storm-blown sailors or create the swell of the ocean 

itself within the stage landscape.

2017 $20,000

IL 7

Chicago International Film 

Festival Inc. Cinema-

Chicago

Media Arts Chicago

To support the Chicago International Film Festival and other related film 

programming. The festival screens contemporary American and international 

feature-length films, short works, and documentaries. Prior to opening night, 

the festival will host a free international screening series, highlighting films 

with limited distribution in the United States. Festival programming will 

include free panels, workshops, and master classes open to the public, as well 

as a series of screenings for Chicago-area public school students accompanied 

by question-and-answer sessions with filmmakers.

2017 $45,000

IL 7 Chicago Jazz Philharmonic Music CHICAGO

To support the composition and world premiere of "The Book of Revelation". 

Composer, bandleader, and trumpeter Orbert Davis plans to set to music The 

Book of Revelation for its world premiere by the 60-member Chicago Jazz 

Philharmonic orchestra for which he serves as artistic director. The 

performance will take place at the Auditorium Theatre at Roosevelt 

University in Chicago and feature soloists as well as a children's choir.

2017 $15,000

IL 7 Jazz Institute of Chicago Music Chicago

To support the second half of the 20th anniversary JazzCity free 

neighborhood concert series and a Latin Jazz Festival in public parks. Plans 

include a multidisciplinary event dedicated to the Chicago poet Gwendolyn 

Brooks with a performance by a flutist Nicole Mitchell. The institute also 

plans to present the Chicago Latin Jazz Festival with a tribute to Dizzy 

Gillespie and others, a themed concert program honoring Thelonious Monk 

on the centennial of his birth, and a multidisciplinary event inspired by the 

Langston Hughes' poem "Ask Your Mama" and curated to introduce a new 

generation to Hughes' work.

2017 $20,000

IL 7 Lyric Opera of Chicago Opera Chicago

To support performances of "I Puritani" by composer Vincenzo Bellini. Set 

during the English Civil War of the 1600s amidst violent conflicts between the 

Royalists and the Parliamentarians, the story centers upon Elvira and her 

fiance Cavalier Arturo on the eve of their wedding. Chicago audiences have 

not seen a production of the bel canto masterpiece for nearly 26 years. The 

cast will include tenor Lawrence Brownlee and soprano Albina 

Shagimuratova.

2017 $65,000



IL 7 City of Chicago, Illinois Local Arts Agencies Chicago

To support the Artists and Cultural Organizations (ARC) Residency Program. 

Visual and performing arts residencies will be offered to arts and cultural 

organizations. The residency program will offer participants a variety of 

services and support, including financial, programmatic, and logistical 

support; production technical assistance and marketing support; and studio, 

rehearsal, and presentation or performance space in the Chicago Cultural 

Center. Artists and organizations will be selected through an open application 

process. Selected artists, curators, and organizations will engage with the 

public through offerings such as open studios, exhibitions, curatorial projects, 

and associated free programming.

2017 $35,000

IL 7 Urban Gateways Arts Education Chicago

To support multidisciplinary arts residencies for students in Chicago Public 

Schools. Meetings and regular consultations with school administrators and 

teachers are held to develop arts experiences for students such as field trips 

or live performances that align with school and classroom goals. Urban 

Gateways also works with them to create an arts-integrated curriculum. 

Professional teaching artists and classroom teachers partner to teach 

performing, literary, visual, and digital media arts through sequential skill-

based instruction to youth from underserved communities.

2017 $25,000

IL 7 Columbia College Chicago Dance Chicago

To support dance presentations and residencies at The Dance Center of 

Columbia College Chicago. Activities may include contemporary dance 

performances, audience and community engagement programs, and teaching 

residencies. Artists to be presented may include Spectrum Dance Theatre and 

Tere O'Connor Dance. The companies will be in residence for at least one 

week to perform and will conduct audience and community engagement 

activities such as dance classes for The Dance Center students and master 

classes.

2018 $20,000

IL 7
Museum of Contemporary 

Art
Museums Chicago

To support the first major survey of the work of Howardena Pindell. The 

museum will bring awareness to the career of Howardena Pindell (b. 1943), 

through this retrospective of the artist's five-decade long career. As a pioneer 

in multifaceted and multimedia practice, the exhibition will feature 

approximately 140 works from Pindell's diverse body of work. The exhibition 

will be complemented with a monograph catalogue of the artist's work and a 

documentary film, in addition to exhibition-based educational programs.

2018 $50,000

IL 7 Art Institute of Chicago Media Arts Chicago

To support the Black Harvest Film Festival, presented by the Gene Siskel Film 

Center, and related public programming, such as master classes and free 

community screenings. Held in the summer, the festival presents works from 

emerging and established filmmakers that explore the contemporary black 

and African diaspora experience. Many of the films screened have limited 

distribution beyond the festival circuit. Through partnerships with Community 

Film Workshop and the Chicago Public Library, additional programming will 

include free family-oriented film screenings and discussions at neighborhood 

libraries, as well as master classes with visiting artists for area youth.

2018 $15,000



IL 7
Chicago Theatre Group, 

Inc.
Theater Chicago

To support the premiere of "Objects in the Mirror" by Charles Smith. The play 

is based on a young immigrant's journey and his search for a new family, 

identity, and a safe place to call home. The story follows Shedrick Yarkpai's 

travels from his homeland of war-torn Liberia to a number of refugee camps 

in Western Africa before his final relocation to Australia. Performances will be 

accompanied by post-show discussions and public programming. Goodman 

Theatre's Resident Director Chuck Smith will direct the production.

2017 $50,000

IL 7 Chicago Park District Design Chicago

To support the Re:Center cultural stewardship program. Staff at Chicago Park 

District Cultural Centers will collaborate with artists and surrounding 

community members to re-imagine cultural programming that reflects the 

interests of neighborhoods across the city's North, West, and South sides. 

Activities include listening sessions, workshops, and program planning, 

followed by artist residencies that will respond to the findings. The project is 

a partnership of the Chicago Park District, Lookingglass Theater, and the 

Chicago Parks Foundation. Re:Center participants will develop high quality, 

locally relevant arts and culture programming for residents that utilize 

Chicago's 15 Cultural Centers.

2017 $150,000

IL 7
Chicago Symphony 

Orchestra
Music Chicago

To support a 125th anniversary celebration of composer Sergei Prokofiev. 

Plans include a film screening of Sergei Eisenstein's "Ivan the Terrible" (1944) 

with Prokofiev's musical score performed live, conducted by Music Director 

Riccardo Muti. The program will feature Gerard Depardieu as narrator, mezzo-

soprano Sasha Cooke, bass Mikhail Petrenko, Chicago Symphony Chorus, and 

Chicago Children's Choir. Plans also include performances of Prokofiev's 

Symphony No. 5 and works by Mikhail Glinka and Antonin Dvorak led by 

guest conductor Charles Dutoit. Finally, a family concert of Prokofiev's "Peter 

and the Wolf" will take place with guest conductor Matthew Aucoin, and the 

Magic Circle Mime Company. To prepare young audiences for the concert 

experience, materials for classroom groups and families will be offered. An in-

school curriculum guide for teachers will be developed to engage students in 

the study of Prokofiev's life as well as musical components of "Peter and the 

Wolf."

2017 $75,000

IL 7
Chicago Symphony 

Orchestra
Music Chicago

To support a series of concerts that will highlight individual symphony 

musicians. Programs include world premieres of new works by American 

composers Jennifer Higdon and Max Raimi conducted by Music Director 

Riccardo Muti. Other programs in the series include Mozart's Bassoon 

Concerto featuring Principal Bassoonist Keith Buncke, Mozart's Sinfonia 

Concertante with Concertmaster Robert Chen, and Debussy's "Sacred and 

Profane Dances" with Principal Harpist Sarah Bullen. Educational activities 

include lectures and school programs.

2018 $75,000



IL 7
Chicago Human Rhythm 

Project
Dance Chicago

To support the annual Stomping Grounds and Rhythm World festivals, and a 

national tour. Stomping Grounds is a collaborative, citywide celebration of 

rhythmic expression and cultural exchange featuring dance companies in a 

series of free performance, education, and outreach events in diverse 

neighborhoods. Rhythm World is a festival of tap and percussive dance where 

performances take place and master teachers lead participants in a series of 

residencies, workshops, classes, and conferences covering all age groups and 

experience levels. To engage audiences beyond Chicago in professional tap 

and percussive dance programming, BAM!, Rhythm Project's resident 

ensemble plan to tour to cities outside of Illinois.

2017 $20,000

IL 7 Joffrey Ballet Dance Chicago

To support the creation and presentation of a new work by Nicolas Blanc, 

Joffrey Ballet master and principal coach. The work will transport audiences 

through five worlds amid composer Mason Bates' orchestral and electronic 

soundscape. The piece will debut in a mixed repertory program at the 

Auditorium Theatre in Chicago. Audiences may also engage with the work 

through pre-performance lectures. The Joffrey will provide discounted 

performance tickets to students participating in the Joffrey Community 

Engagement (CE) programs.

2018 $15,000

IL 7 Marwen Foundation, Inc. Arts Education Chicago

To support a free studio arts education program for youth from underserved 

communities. Practicing artists will design and teach, hands-on, art-making 

courses in a range of disciplines, including visual arts, design arts, media arts, 

and mixed media. Students will develop both artistic and communication 

skills by engaging in art-making, critiques, and self-evaluation practices.

2018 $20,000

IL 7

Chicago International Film 

Festival Inc. Cinema-

Chicago

Media Arts Chicago

To support the 54th Chicago International Film Festival and related public 

programming. The festival screens contemporary American and international 

feature-length films, short works, and documentaries. Prior to opening night, 

the festival will host a free international screening series, highlighting films 

with limited distribution in the United States. Festival programming will 

include free panels, workshops, and master classes open to the public, as well 

as a series of screenings for Chicago-area public school students, 

accompanied by question-and-answer sessions with filmmakers. Films 

recently screened at the festival include "The Eagle Huntress" (United 

States/Mongolia), "Lost in Paris" (France/Belgium), and "Raising Bertie" 

(United States).

2018 $35,000

IL 7
Chicago Architecture 

Foundation
Design Chicago

To support Open House Chicago (OHC). OHC is a free, citywide event that 

offers public access to hidden places and spaces throughout the city, along 

with other public programming such as performances, demonstrations, 

exhibitions, and youth education programs. These activities engage area 

residents and visitors in celebrating Chicago's rich culture and architectural 

heritage as part of an ongoing community engagement strategy.

2017 $35,000



IL 7
Chicago Architecture 

Foundation
Design Chicago

To support Open House Chicago (OHC), a free, citywide event that offers 

public access to hidden places and spaces throughout greater Chicago. The 

program includes tours along with other public programming such as 

performances, demonstrations, exhibitions, and youth education programs. 

These activities engage area residents and visitors in celebrating Chicago's 

rich cultural and architectural heritage as part of an ongoing community 

engagement strategy.

2018 $35,000

IL 7 Chicago Sinfonietta, Inc. Music Chicago

To support a concert program featuring works that explore issues of gender, 

sexuality, and identity with related community engagement activities. The 

program, performed in Wentz Concert Hall and at Symphony Center, will 

feature guest conductor Michael Morgan, pianist Sara Davis Buechner, and 

the Allegrezza Singers. Works to be performed may include selections from 

"Candide" and "West Side Story" by Leonard Bernstein, "Elegy for Matthew" 

by David Conte in memory of Matthew Shepard, "Peach Street" by Jennifer 

Higdon, and "Variations on a Theme by Paganini" by Sergei Rachmaninoff. 

Engagement activities may include collaborations with community partners 

that will explore the challenges within the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgender (LGBT) community.

2017 $10,000

IL 7
Patrick G. and Shirley W. 

Ryan Opera Center
Opera Chicago

To support faculty and guest coaching costs for the Ryan Opera Center's 

comprehensive singer training and professional development program. A 

multidisciplinary program of study will prepare young artists for professional 

operatic careers, with activities that include vocal instruction, and master 

classes. Theatrical coaching, language classes, and guidance about the stylistic 

elements of opera, musical theater, and the art song genre will be included in 

the curriculum. Members of the Lyric Opera of Chicago's artistic roster will 

provide master classes. The teaching staff will comprise music faculty, guest 

coaches, language faculty, and master teachers in voice, acting, and 

movement and will provide a year-long course of study.

2017 $40,000

IL 7 Art Institute of Chicago Creativity Connects Chicago

To support research and planning for the remounting of artist Joseph Beuys's 

(1921-86) large-scale public art project "7000 Oaks" in Chicago, in conjunction 

with the Garfield Park Conservatory Alliance. The project is being envisioned 

as a citywide educational program for youth to address urban violence. A 

consultant will be hired to conduct research, obtain community input, and 

write an implementation plan during the planning phase. A project 

coordinator will be also be identified to work with residents to ensure that 

the project addresses the needs of the community. Project personnel will 

identify key organizational partners, and research and strategize ways in 

which neighborhood youth, with SAIC students and faculty, will plant 7,000 

trees in parks across the city, to replace those destroyed by the emerald ash 

borer beetle. Part of the planning will include how best to develop and 

organize tree planting events, workshops, work training, and educational 

activities to engage the city's youth.

2017 $70,000



IL 7
Auditorium Theatre of 

Roosevelt University
Arts Education Chicago

To support the Auditorium Theatre ArtsXChange program. Teaching Artist 

Mentors will be hired to provide year-long professional development to 

Chicago Public School teachers through workshops and classroom 

residencies. Teachers and their mentors will work together to design, 

facilitate, and assess student art-making, with teachers providing more 

instructional leadership over time. The residencies include opportunities for 

teachers and their students to experience matinee performances at the 

Auditorium Theatre, a national historic landmark.

2017 $15,000

IL 7
Steppenwolf Theatre 

Company
Theater Chicago

To support the world premiere production of "Pass Over," a new play by 

Antoinette Nwandu. Loosely inspired by Samuel Beckett's existential 

masterpiece "Waiting for Godot," the play tells the story of Moses and Kitch, 

two young black men standing around talking and waiting to die, and 

imagining a way off of the streets. The play is a collision of pop culture, 

historical, and religious references, and a meditation on the cycle of violence 

that traps many of the urban poor. The theater will program special 

engagement and networking activities throughout the run of the production.

2017 $60,000

IL 7
Steppenwolf Theatre 

Company
Theater Chicago

To support the world premiere of "The Doppelgänger (An International 

Farce)," a new play by Matthew-Lee Erhlbach. The play is a satirical farce 

about the First World exploitation of developing African nations. In the 

dangerous back channels of international resource politics, a wealthy British 

businessman suffers an untimely accident just before a critical African copper 

deal is signed, sending his unwitting American doppelgänger into negotiations 

to avert intercontinental disaster. Directed by Steppenwolf ensemble 

member Tina Landau with a ten-person cast, the production will feature a 

multigenerational and multiethnic cast, as well as an elaborate set and props.

2018 $50,000

IL 8
Addison Center for the 

Arts
Addison

To support an arts education outreach program. The multifaceted program 

for elementary and middle school students will include after-school 

workshops led by professional artists, as well as performances for students by 

the Lyric Opera of Chicago and the Salt Creek Ballet Company. The 

performances will be complemented by study guides for teachers and the 

students.

2017 $10,000

IL 8
Elgin Symphony Orchestra 

Association
Challenge America Elgin N/A 2018 $10,000

IL 9
Illinois High School Art 

Exhibition
Visual Arts

Arlington 

Height

To support a series of visual arts exhibitions and workshops for high school 

students and their teachers. The juried exhibition series, to be presented in 

venues across the state, will feature work by student artists in drawing, 

painting, mixed media, ceramics, sculpture, design, photography, video and 

new media from students representing more than 100 participating high 

schools. Students will receive personalized portfolio reviews, art supplies, 

access to presentations and studio visits with prominent mentor artists and 

art vendor workshops, as well as admission to an art-based college fair. In 

addition to the benefits for the students, art teachers from the participating 

schools will receive a modest materials budget, workshops, and inclusion in 

an exhibition for instructors.

2018 $25,000



IL 9 Pivot Arts Inc

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Chicago

To support the creation a site-specific multidisciplinary performance piece. 

The project, inspired by Chicago's Uptown neighborhood, will feature a 

combination of live performances, and videotaped interviews of 

neighborhood residents. Pivot will work with local dance, theater, music, and 

multidisciplinary performers to devise the new work based on the history and 

current issues of the Uptown neighborhood.

2017 $12,000

IL 9 Global Pungmul Institute
Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Skokie

To support a traditional Korean drumming program. Chicago-based Asian-

American communities, including Korean, Chinese, Indonesian, Japanese and 

Thai, will collaborate to develop a new, original work which will feature 

traditional "pungmul" (Korean drumming). The performance will coincide 

with Korean Independence Day and commemorate the end of World War II. 

The performance will embody the spirit of peace and cooperation that 

emerged across the Pacific Rim in the post-World War II era.

2017 $10,000

IL 9 Company of Folk
Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Chicago

To support the Art of Work series. Master artists from working class 

communities in Chicago will present their art through a series of programs 

designed to show how their occupations and class identity have influenced 

their creativity. Presentations involving musical performances, exhibits, or 

demonstrations will be enhanced by a folklorist explaining the relationship 

between the artists and their art and facilitating question-and-answer 

sessions. The programs will be recorded and deposited in the archives of the 

Illinois Labor History Society.

2017 $30,000

IL 9
Classical Kids Music 

Education NFP
Music Chicago

To support the production and distribution of a video recording of 

"Gershwin's Magic Key," a theatrical symphony concert production. The 

recording features the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra, professional actors, 

and a pianist. The historical fiction production includes performances of a 

variety of Gershwin's compositions including "Porgy and Bess," "An American 

in Paris," and selections from the American Songbook such as "I Got Rhythm." 

The educational video is intended to serve elementary and middle school 

children.

2017 $10,000

IL 9 Literature for All of Us Arts Education Evanston

To support a literary arts program for young adults. Students will participate 

in weekly book group sessions facilitated by teaching artists and will write 

poetry, publish their work online and in print, and present their work at 

public readings. Students will read and discuss the works of well-known 

writers, such as Maya Angelou, Junot Diaz, and Luis Rodriguez. Visiting artists, 

writing retreats, and field trips to drama and spoken-word performances and 

art centers are planned to enrich students' experiences in the arts. 

Anthologies of participants' poetry will be published for each group. The 

project will serve teens and young adults attending alternative schools, 

General Equivalency Degree (GED) classes, and after-school programs in 

underserved Chicago neighborhoods.

2018 $15,000



IL 9
Chicago Jazz Orchestra 

Association
Music Skokie

To support a Dizzy Gillespie centennial celebration. The Chicago Jazz 

Orchestra will be joined by a featured trumpet soloist for a performance at 

the Chicago History Museum's Robert R. McCormick Theater. Concert 

program selections will draw from Gillespie's decades-spanning repertoire for 

big band and orchestra. Plans for ancillary activities include an open rehearsal 

for as many as 100 students from Chicago public schools; multi-day master 

classes for jazz students at the Merit School of Music and the Midwest Young 

Artists Conservatory; and a special community concert featuring the students 

and clinician ensemble.

2017 $10,000

IL 9
Chicago Jazz Orchestra 

Association
Music Skokie

To support a tribute concert to NEA Jazz Master Nancy Wilson. The tribute 

concert at the historical Studebaker Theater will feature the Chicago Jazz 

Orchestra (CJO) joined by three vocalists, including jazz singer Bobbi Wilsyn. 

The concert repertoire will feature orchestrations used by Wilson in 

recordings including that of her now classic rendition of "Guess Who I Saw 

Today." Plans for related project activities will include an open rehearsal for 

as many as 100 students from Chicago public schools as well as multi-day 

master classes, led by as many as five CJO musicians, for jazz students at the 

Merit School of Music and the Midwest Young Artists Conservatory. A special 

community concert by the students and the clinician ensemble will be the 

culminating event.

2018 $10,000

IL 9 Northlight Theatre, Inc. Theater Skokie

To support outreach and education initiatives surrounding a production of 

"Skeleton Crew" by Dominique Morisseau. The play tells the story of a group 

of African-American workers at an auto stamping plant in Detroit at the start 

of the recession in 2008, exploring themes of race, equity, and the changing 

landscape of the American workplace. In conjunction with the production, the 

theater will offer a series of coordinated outreach and education initiatives 

exploring issues raised in the play and relevant to the African-American 

communities of Evanston and Chicago.

2018 $15,000

IL 9 Theater Oobleck

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Chicago

To support the presentation of "A Memory Palace of Fear," a new 

multidisciplinary work. An immersive, multidisciplinary haunted house 

experience will explore foreclosure and abandonment in the wake of the 

2008 housing crisis. Employing text, sound, performance, puppets, and video, 

"A Memory Palace of Fear" will marry an examination of popular culture's 

haunted house as an entertainment attraction with journalistic research into 

housing stability.

2017 $20,000



IL 9 Literature for All of Us Arts Education Evanston

To support Books Alive!, a literary arts program. Students will participate in 

weekly book group sessions facilitated by teaching artists and will discuss 

literature, write poetry, publish their work in online and print publications, 

and present their work in public readings. Students will read and discuss the 

works of well-known writers, such as Maya Angelou, Junot Diaz, and Luis 

Rodriguez. Visiting artists, writing retreats, and field trips to drama and 

spoken-word performances and art centers are planned to enrich students' 

experiences in the arts. The project will serve teens and young adults 

attending alternative schools, General Equivalency Degree (GED) classes, and 

after-school programs in underserved Chicago neighborhoods.

2017 $20,000

IL 9 Chicago Filmmakers Media Arts Chicago

To support a film and exhibition program and the annual Onion City 

Experimental Film and Video Festival. Exhibition programming will include 

experimental works, short films, animation, and socially relevant 

documentaries throughout the year. Works will be presented in a variety of 

formats such as live performances, curated shorts programs, thematic series, 

and one-person shows.

2017 $25,000

IL 9 Northlight Theatre, Inc. Theater Skokie

To support the world premiere production of "Faceless," a new play by Selina 

Fillinger. The play tells the story of an 18-year-old Muslim-American woman 

suffering from the recent death of her mother, who is on trial for conspiring 

to commit acts of terrorism. With a female Muslim lawyer as the face of the 

prosecution, the play calls into question morals, motives, and matters of 

faith. The production will feature talkbacks after every performance 

conducted in partnership with the Council on American Islamic Relations.

2017 $20,000

IL 9 Northwestern University Museums Evanston

To support shipping costs for an exhibition examining the influence of British 

artist and poet William Blake (1757-1827) on American artists in the mid-20th 

century. Organized by the university's Block Museum, "William Blake and the 

Age of Aquarius" will concentrate on artists who worked between 1940 

through the '70s, shedding light on the impact of Blake's art and ideas, the 

visionary quality of his illustration, his political dissidence, and his emphasis 

regarding the power of love. Featuring both well-known and under-

recognized American artists that cited Blake as an influence, the exhibition 

will include more than 150 paintings, prints, drawings, photographs, films, 

and posters along with numerous original Blake prints and illuminated books.

2017 $20,000

IL 10 Writers' Theatre Theater Glencoe

To support the Chicago premiere of "Smart People" by Lydia R. Diamond, 

directed by Hallie Gordon. The play tells the story of four Harvard University 

graduates in various professions who are all interested in different aspects of 

the brain, particularly how it responds to race. As the characters search for 

love, success, and identity in their own lives, the play explores the politics of 

race, gender and privilege, as well as the complexity of love and 

contemporary relationships. The production will be the subject of a series of 

free public events, including discussions with artists, behind-the-scenes 

workshops, theme-specific lectures, and a series of pre- and post-

performance audience discussions.

2018 $20,000



IL 10
Ravinia Festival 

Association
Music

Highland 

Park

To support Reach*Teach*Play. The Ravinia Festival Association will continue 

its partnership with the residents of Chicago's Lawndale neighborhood 

through community engagement and educational programs for children and 

adults. Additionally, Reach*Teach*Play will offer free lawn passes to annual 

festival concerts for residents from Chicago's West Side and will present One 

Score, One Chicago, an initiative that introduces new audiences to classical 

masterworks. The project also will include KidsLawn-an area at the outdoor 

concerts with music-related arts and crafts and an instrument petting zoo. 

Project activities also will include a community-based music school in 

Lawndale.

2017 $15,000

IL 10 Ragdale Foundation Artist Communities Lake Forest

To support the Ragdale Ring design-build residency and related activities. 

After being chosen by a panel of experts, the selected team of as many as ten 

architects, designers, and visual artists will receive an 18-day residency to 

complete the project. The artists will design temporary, innovative spaces for 

public gatherings and open-air performances on the Ragdale campus.

2018 $20,000

IL 10 Midwest Young Artists Arts Education Highwood

To support a chamber music program for middle and high school students. 

Through weekly small group rehearsals led by professional chamber music 

coaches, students will learn to master their instruments, hone listening skills, 

and develop communication among ensemble members. The small size of a 

chamber ensemble will enable the coach and students to explore 

expressiveness and improvisation as well as artistic and interpersonal 

communication. To supplement the weekly coaching, regularly scheduled 

master classes will be offered by performer educators from universities and 

musicians from professional orchestras. Students will have the opportunity to 

audition for select ensembles that feature early music and new music. Bi-

monthly Sunday Soirees at Ravinia give the musicians the opportunity to 

perform on stage for their peers, family members, and the community.

2018 $15,000

IL 10 Writers' Theatre Theater Glencoe

To support the expansion of the Literary Development Initiative. The program 

supports the development of new plays, musicals, and adaptations. Project 

activities will include commissions, developmental workshops, an invited play 

reading series, and Playwrights on Premises, a residency period for a 

playwright whose work is being developed and produced at the theater. 

Current commissioned writers in the program include Ike Holter, Theresa 

Rebeck, Jen Silverman, Sean Graney, Brett Neveu, and Josh Schmidt.

2017 $25,000

IL 10 Midwest Young Artists Arts Education Highwood

To support chamber coaches' salaries for the Chamber Music Program. 

Middle and high school students will receive weekly instrumental music 

coaching and participate in rehearsals of small group ensembles. From trios 

to small chamber orchestras, the program offers placement for percussion, 

saxophone, strings, piano, woodwinds, harp, and brass players. The small size 

of a chamber ensemble enables the coach and students to delve deeply into 

expressiveness and improvisation as well as artistic and interpersonal 

communication.

2017 $10,000



IL 11
Naperville Heritage 

Society
Naperville

To support community outreach activities and a photography exhibition with 

artist Wing Young Huie. As part of the Naper Settlement initiative to gather 

stories and material culture of Naperville's growing ethnic populations, artist 

Wing Young Huie will photograph members of the city's Asian community 

with personal artifacts that hold special significance for them. The resulting 

public exhibition will be accompanied by an artist lecture.

2017 $10,000

IL 12
East St. Louis School 

District 189
Design

East St. 

Louis

To support community-based artist residencies in East Saint Louis. The 

project will educate youth about the rich artistic history of East St. Louis, 

teaching them creative skills, and culminating in youth arts performances. 

The initiative is a collaborative effort between the East St. Louis School 

District and youth development providers, Katherine Dunham Centers for Arts 

and Humanities, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, East St. Louis 

Housing Authority, artists, arts instructors and arts organizations. The goals of 

the project are to engage youth in East St. Louis, facilitate communication 

and collaboration between artists and youth development programs, and 

provide funding and resources to employ artists and arts instructors.

2017 $75,000

IL 13 Illinois State University Literature Normal

To support publication, promotion and distribution of the journal "Obsidian." 

Focusing on literature and arts in the African diaspora, the journal will be 

promoted through enhanced social media efforts, as well as at literary 

conferences.

2017 $10,000

IL 13 Illinois State University Literature Normal

To support the journal "Obsidian." Focusing on literature and arts in the 

African diaspora, the journal plans to publish one general issue, as well as one 

themed issue centering on literary voice and radio in Ghana. Issues will be 

promoted through the journal's website, social media efforts, and attendance 

at literary conferences, among other means.

2018 $10,000

IL 13
University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Champaign

To support the Krannert Center for the Performing Arts Youth Series. The 

series will present artists in a range of disciplines including music, dance, 

theater, and poetry, among others. Youth in grades pre-K through 12 will 

attend performances and participate in engagement and enrichment 

activities including discussions, workshops, storytelling, stage tours, master 

classes, and demonstrations.

2017 $20,000

IL 14 Raue Center for the Arts
Crystal 

Lake

To support an audience development and marketing initiative for the William 

Street Repertory. The initiative will seek to increase the frequency of 

attendance by theater patrons and acquire new audience members through 

outreach activities and expanded marketing for the center's resident theater 

company. The Raue Center will provide opportunities for increased audience 

engagement, such as access to table reads of WSRep shows, talkback 

sessions, and presentations by production designers.

2017 $10,000

IL 15 Eastern Illinois University Charleston

To support a music performance series at the Doudna Fine Arts Center. The 

Black Box series will feature new and emerging artists from the region, 

representing a variety of genres. The series will draw diverse audiences from 

both the campus and the surrounding rural community.

2017 $10,000



IL 16 Princeton Theater Group Princeton

To support actor fees for Festival 56, a theater festival, with associated 

activities. The annual festival in Princeton, Illinois, will present multiple 

theatrical productions ranging from classic musicals to contemporary plays. 

The festival will also include learning stages workshops, where participants 

will receive theater training and then perform in one of the main stage 

productions.

2017 $10,000

IL 17 Freeport Arts Center Design Freeport

To support community engagement activities for the design of the Downtown 

Arts Plaza. The project also inlcludes an arts festival and creation of public art. 

The Freeport Arts Center will partner with the City of Freeport and Northwest 

Illinois Development Alliance on this initiative. Residents of Freeport will 

benefit as this plaza will provide access to open green space and a venue for 

more frequent and varied forms of entertainment.

2017 $50,000

IL 17 Augustana College Visual Arts Rock Island

To support the creation of a temporary large-scale public artwork by the Ohio-

based artist Carol Hummel. During the project, Hummel will work with 

community volunteers to create a sculptural covering made of craft cord on 

the campus of the college. The covering will be made of small, individually 

crocheted pieces created by the community during workshops taught by the 

artist at Creative Arts Academy, the Center for Active Seniors, Augustana 

Teaching Museum of Art, and the Figge Art Museum. A short film will be 

created to document the artistic process and community gatherings.

2017 $15,000

IL 17 Knox College Challenge America Galesburg

To support the annual Knox-Rootabaga Jazz Festival and related educational 

programs. Local and national jazz artists will participate in the festival, 

intended to serve low-income residents. The guest artists will include Matt 

Ulery and the Loom Ensemble with the Knox Galesburg Symphony String 

Quartet. They will engage with the community through free, in-school and 

local public library performances for K-12 students, as well as a free master 

class for jazz students and professional jazz artists.

2018 $10,000

IL 17 Quad City Arts, Inc. Local Arts Agencies Rock Island

To support the Visiting Artist Series and associated outreach activities. Arts 

programming intended for local students and community members will take 

place at schools and public venues such as libraries, community colleges, and 

social service organizations. Proposed performing artists include Akropolis 

Reed Quintet, Giordano Dance Chicago, and Tesla Quartet. Additional 

outreach activities will include master classes, workshops, and lecture-

demonstration assemblies.

2017 $25,000

IL 18
Penguin Project 

Foundation, Inc
Theater Peoria

To support the replication of The Penguin Project, a performing arts program 

for children and youth with disabilities. The project casts children and youth 

with developmental disabilities into all roles in modified versions of well-

known Broadway classics. Each actor's participation is supported by their 

peer mentors, children of the same age without disabilities who guide them 

from rehearsals through performances. The project will be replicated at two 

new community sites through a series of site visits by project staff, program 

assistance, and resources including marketing and administrative support.

2017 $10,000



IL 18
Penguin Project 

Foundation, Inc
Peoria

In recognition of the Penguin Project. The theater education program serves 

children with developmental and neurological disabilities by pairing youth 

with peer mentors to produce and perform modified versions of well-known 

Broadway musicals.

2017 $10,000

TOTAL: $5,028,800


