
State District Organization Name Discipline / Field City Project Description Fiscal Year Grant Amount

KS 0
Symphony in the Flint 

Hills, Inc.
Design Cottonwood Falls

To support a series of community workshops and multidisciplinary 

artist residencies in Chase County, Kansas. Led by Creative Director 

George Ferrandi, rural neighbors and regional artists will 

collaborate with musical, visual, literary, and dance guest artists to 

imagine how the shifting of the location of the North Star should be 

celebrated in the Flint Hills region of Kansas. The project will include 

developing large-scale, illuminated paper sculptures and parade-

style musical pieces and dances. Symphony in the Flint Hills will 

partner with the City of Cottonwood Falls, City of Wichita, and 

Harvester Arts on this project. The goal is to inspire regional pride 

among the estimated 105,000 residents of this underserved, rural 

county in Kansas where the closest large city is more than 90 

minutes away.

2017 $150,000

KS 1 Kansas State University
Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Manhattan

To support the creation and presentation of a new dance theater 

installation work. Choreographer Kate Digby, playwright/director 

Erika Batdorf, computational artist Mark-David Hosale, and science 

artist Alan Macy will collaborate to develop the interactive 

performance work. The piece will utilize biosensors and 

computational interfaces to aesthetically translate and amplify 

physical information (heart rate, breath rate, skin temperature, and 

galvanic skin response) of performers and audience members into 

changes in the lighting, sound, and set.

2018 $15,000

KS 1 Kansas State University Visual Arts Manhattan

To support a collaborative project to transform the art of 

printmaking through chemical innovation. This endeavor will 

transfer safer, sustainable technology from the electronics and 

biotech industries into the realm of fine art printmaking. A team of 

artists and scientists at the university will research and develop 

electrochemical etching processes and green bio-solvents, 

empowering artists to create prints in a more effective and 

controlled manner. Results will be tested and utilized by a 

consortium of invited artists, master printers, and educators who 

will create a portfolio of prints for both a traveling exhibition and 

the education of printmakers.

2017 $20,000

KS 2
Kansas Department of 

Commerce
State & Regional Topeka N/A 2017 $629,800

KS 2
Lawrence Children's Choir, 

Inc.
Music Lawrence

To support a multigenerational education and community 

engagement program. Plans include music education and 

performances by children in pre-school through tenth grade as well 

as senior citizens in retirement communities. Student choirs will join 

a senior citizens' choir for rehearsals and performances at a 

retirement facility.

2017 $10,000



KS 2
University of Kansas 

Center for Research, Inc.

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Lawrence

To support a multidisciplinary performing arts series at the Lied 

Center of Kansas. Artists will include theater artist Leland Gantt, 

poet Andrea Gibson, theater artist Rohina Malik, hip-hop artist 

Frank Waln, theater artist Scott Turner Schoefield, and musical 

ensemble Black Violin. The Lied Center will collaborate with the 

university's Office of Multicultural Affairs; the Provost's Office of 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion; and other campus and community 

partners to develop meaningful engagement activities related to 

each presentation.

2017 $30,000

KS 2
University of Kansas 

Center for Research, Inc.
Folk & Traditional Arts Lawrence

To support Earth, Water, Fire, Air, an exploration of indigenous 

histories and cultures through the arts at the Lied Center of Kansas. 

The university's performance center will present a series of 

programs exploring the histories of Native Americans from the 

region and the significance of their cultural expression. These 

events will include a special exhibit of Native art and artifacts in the 

university's Spencer Museum, lectures and workshops by 

contemporary Native artists, a film series featuring films by and 

about Native Americans, performances of contemporary and 

traditional Native music and dance, and readings and lectures from 

Native American authors. The programs celebrating Native 

American culture will conclude with a powwow.

2018 $30,000

KS 2
University of Kansas 

Center for Research, Inc.
Museums Lawrence

To support the Spencer Museum of Art exhibition, "Big Botany: 

Conversations with the Plant World," and accompanying catalogue. 

The exhibition will explore human fascination and interaction with 

the plant world through historical prints and drawings, plant 

specimens, rare books, and works by more than two dozen living 

artists. University students, scholars, artists, scientists, and the 

general public will engage with the exhibition's central themes 

through a range of educational programs, including artist-led talks. 

The catalogue will document the project and include brief texts by 

artists and curators as well as biologists, ecologists, and 

philosophers.

2018 $25,000

KS 2
William Inge Festival 

Foundation
Theater Independence

To support developmental residencies for playwrights at the 

William Inge Center for the Arts. Competitively selected playwrights 

will develop scripts during residencies that will culminate in a week-

long developmental workshop with a guest artist of the playwright's 

choosing. Play development workshops will conclude with public 

presentations of the scripts-in-progress. Residencies will take place 

in Independence, Kansas, where the playwrights will live at the 

boyhood home of Pulitzer Prize-winning writer William Inge. The 

project will include an educational component designed to give 

area high school and college students access to professionally 

trained artists.

2017 $10,000



KS 2
William Inge Festival 

Foundation
Theater Independence

To support residencies for playwrights in Independence, Kansas, to 

focus on the development of original scripts. Residencies will 

culminate in week-long play development workshops for which 

each playwright will recommend professional guest artist 

collaborators. Guest artists will contribute to the rehearsal process 

and a public presentation of the works-in-progress. While in 

residence, playwrights will share their expertise with the 

playwriting program students at Independence Community College, 

and a playwriting class at a local high school through the Writers 

Right Here program. In addition, guest artists will lead workshops 

on an aspect of their creative work for students and the general 

public.

2018 $15,000

KS 2
University of Kansas 

Center for Research, Inc.
Museums Lawrence

To support the Spencer Museum of Art's exhibition, "Big Botany: 

Conversations with the Plant World" and accompanying catalogue. 

This exhibition will explore humankind's fascination with the plant 

kingdom through works from the museum's collection, loans, and 

artist commissions. University students, scholars, artists, scientists, 

and the general public will engage with the exhibition's central 

themes through a range of educational programs, including artist-

led talks. The catalogue will document the project and include brief 

texts by artists and curators as well as biologists, ecologists, and 

philosophers.

2017 $25,000

KS 2
University of Kansas 

Center for Research, Inc.

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Lawrence

To support a series of multidisciplinary activities utilizing the 

Adaptive Use Musical Instrument. The AUMI is a software interface 

that transforms any electronic device with a camera into a flexible 

musical instrument that can be played by people with limited 

mobility. Participants may autonomously produce their preferred 

sound through movement with the AUMI. The range of the motion 

required to access the full range of the instrument is adaptable. 

Activities will include a week-long workshop for people with limited 

mobility, a community performance with guest multidisciplinary 

artist Jesse Stewart, and a meeting of an international research 

consortium dedicated to further development of the AUMI.

2017 $35,000

KS 3 InterUrban ArtHouse, Inc. Design Overland Park

To support a planning and community engagement process to 

develop affordable live-work housing for artists. InterUrban 

ArtHouse and the Arts Council of Johnson County are forging a 

partnership on this project. The goals are to engage the arts with 

other sectors in developing revitalization plans, connecting county 

cultural assets, and forming cultural destinations to sustain the 

creative ecology in this northeast Kansas community of 

approximately 570,000 people.

2017 $100,000



KS 4
Chamber Music At The 

Barn, Inc.
Challenge America Maize

To support a chamber music performance and related education 

and outreach activities. String quartet Pro Arte will provide as many 

as two public performances, as well as educational opportunties. 

Outreach activities such as master classes and a community 

performance are intended to serve a rural audience, as well as low-

income, inner-city youth.

2018 $10,000

KS 4 Music Theatre Wichita Theater Wichita

To support a production of the musical "The Hunchback of Notre 

Dame." The Midwestern premiere of the work by Stephen Schwartz 

and Alan Menken will feature a diverse cast to portray Victor Hugo's 

classic story. The theater will explore how race, disability, religion, 

and class distinctions affect the treatment of outsiders. Related 

activities will include opportunities for young performers to study 

and perform the music of Schwartz and Menken, a visit from the 

creators, and backstage tours and discussions for audience 

members. Training programs for young performers and technicians 

will immerse participants in the creation of multimedia sets, props, 

and costumes. Educational activities will include professional 

development and learning opportunities for the resident company 

who will work alongside Broadway professionals.

2017 $10,000

KS 4
Chamber Music At The 

Barn, Inc.
Challenge America Maize

To support performances and educational outreach by Quartet San 

Francisco. The project includes public performances, educational 

performances for students, and master classes that are intended to 

serve a rural audience, and low-income, inner-city African-American 

youth. Guest artist Quartet San Francisco specializes in a non-

traditional style that is crossover chamber music.

2017 $10,000

KS 4 Hesston College Music Hesston

To support concert and residency activities by the string quintet 

Sybarite 5 presented by the Hesston-Bethel Performing Arts Series. 

Sybarite 5, noted for their wide-ranging repertoire from Mozart to 

Radiohead, was the first string quintet to win the Concert Artists 

Guild International Competition. Plans for the multi-day residency 

may include educational performances for public school students, 

pop-up concerts on the campuses of Hesston College and Bethel 

College, a program for older adults, and a master class for strings 

students. A concert on the campus of Hesston College will 

culminate the residency.

2017 $10,000

KS 4 Hesston College Challenge America Hesston

To support a concert and residency featuring a cappella vocal 

ensemble VOCES8. VOCES8 will provide choral workshops with local 

underserved high schools that are free and open to the public. The 

public concert will be held at the Hesston Mennonite Church on the 

campus of Hesston College. Discounted tickets and transportation 

will be provided for low-income residents of local retirement 

communities.

2018 $10,000

TOTAL: $1,144,800


