
State District Organization Name Discipline / Field City Project Description Fiscal Year Grant Amount

KY 0
Louisville Visual Art 

Association
Arts Education Louisville

To support studio arts education programs for youth in the 

Louisville area. Under guidance from teaching artists, 

students from underserved communities will receive 

instruction in painting, drawing, art history, art criticism, 

and aesthetic conceptualization. Scholarship assistance is 

provided for students to remove barriers to program 

participation. The program will culminate with the Louisville 

Visual Art Association hosting a gallery exhibit of work from 

each student that is free and open to the public.

2017 $10,000

KY 1
City of Paducah, 

Kentucky
Design Paducah

To support design consultant fees for the expansion of the 

Market House Theater's education campus. The project 

includes design of a multi-tenant education campus for 

theater, music, dance, and the visual arts. Market House 

Theater will partner with Paducah Bank, Paducah School of 

Art  Design, and Harmony Road School of Music on this 

endeavor. An estimated 285,000 rural western Kentucky 

residents, 20 percent of whom are low-income children and 

adults, will have an opportunity to create and explore the 

arts in the heart of historic Paducah's Market House Square.

2017 $75,000

KY 2

Western Kentucky 

University Research 

Foundation, Inc.

Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Bowling Green

To support an exhibition and public programming 

documenting the experiences and traditions of the Bosnian 

community of Bowling Green, Kentucky. The folk art and 

traditions of Bowling Green's Bosnian immigrant 

community will be celebrated with an exhibit and public 

programming at the university's Kentucky Museum. The 

exhibit will feature traditional dress, textile arts, foodways, 

and religious practices. Public programming will include 

traditional music and dance. The project will address the 

ways traditional art may serve as an expression of identity 

and survival for refugees and immigrant populations.

2017 $40,000



KY 2

Pioneer School of 

Drama Pioneer 

Playhouse

Theater Danville

To support the Voices Inside program. The program will 

provide workshops for inmates at Northpoint Training 

Center and will be conducted by theater professionals. The 

sessions will offer opportunities for self-expression and will 

enhance the inmates' communication skills. Activities will 

culminate in a performance of original works by the 

inmates. The program will engage workshop director Curt 

Tofteland, a Fulbright scholar and the founder and artistic 

director of Shakespeare Behind Bars.

2017 $15,000

KY 3
Clifton Cultural Center, 

Inc.

Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Louisville

To support the Clifton Roots, Jazz  Heritage Festival. The 

series of events will celebrate the musical traditions of 

distinct geographical or cultural regions with concerts, 

community dances, workshops, film screenings, school 

outreach activities, and lectures. As many as four, three-day 

festivals are planned and will include Kentucky mountain 

music, the music of Brazil, music of the African diaspora, 

and Acadian music from Nova Scotia and Louisiana.

2017 $30,000

KY 3 Sarabande Books, Inc. Literature Louisville

To support the publication and promotion of books of 

poetry, short fiction, and essays. The press will publish 

poetry collections by David Tomas Martinez and Peter 

Mishler, as well as books by Rachel Arndt and Nona 

Caspers. Books will be made available in both print and 

electronic forms, and the press's website will feature 

readers' guides, writing prompts, interviews, and more. 

Outreach will include author readings and workshops, as 

well as promotional activities specific to each book's 

themes.

2018 $30,000

KY 3 Portland Museum, Inc. Museums Louisville

To support a year-long project to bring book artists, 

printers, binders, and poets to an urban neighborhood to 

promote arts-based revitalization and redevelopment. In 

collaboration with Larkspur Press, Hound Dog Press, the 

University of Louisville Fine Arts Department, a local 

developer, and individual artists, the museum will install an 

exhibition of artists working with new and traditional book 

forms. The artists will hold workshops in letterpress 

printing, decorative papers, book structures and binding; 

conduct poetry club workshops for urban youth; and 

convene a group to explore the potential of creating a 

center for the book arts.

2017 $20,000



KY 3
Kentucky Center for the 

Arts Corporation
Arts Education Louisville

To support a professional development and direct learning 

program in rural eastern Kentucky. In partnership with 

Morehead State University and the Kentucky Department 

of Education, classroom teachers and school administrators 

will receive professional development and create 

curriculum and assessment strategies. As lessons are used 

in the classroom, both teachers and their students will 

make use of a virtual teaching platform that allows video 

recording of lessons, instructional feedback, upload of 

lesson plans, and instructional apps.

2017 $20,000

KY 3
Actors Theatre of 

Louisville, Inc.
Theater Louisville

To support the 42nd Humana Festival of New American 

Plays. The festival is a showcase of new theatrical work by 

American playwrights. The company will produce several 

full-length plays, multiple ten-minute plays, and a 

commissioned work to be performed by its Professional 

Training Company. Outreach activities will include panels 

and community forums.

2018 $50,000

KY 3 Sarabande Books, Inc. Literature Louisville

To support the publication and promotion of books of 

poetry, short fiction, and essays. The press will publish 

poetry collections by authors Jenny Johnson and Karyna 

McGlynn, as well as prose by authors Fenton Johnson, Edie 

Meidav, and Shawn Wen. Books will be promoted through 

author readings and discussions, and through the 

Sarabande Writing Labs program, which brings authors to 

locations such as a shelter for women in recovery and a 

center for immigrants and refugees. The press also will 

offer online readers' guides for each title.

2017 $45,000

KY 3
Louisville Orchestra, 

Inc.
Music Louisville

To support the Festival of American Music. The festival will 

feature new works by Music Director Teddy Abrams 

including "Muhammad Ali Portrait" honoring the Louisville 

native. Also, a concert titled A Celebration of Michael Tilson 

Thomas, who will servce as guest conductor, will feature 

works by John Adams, Leonard Bernstein, Aaron Copland, 

George Gershwin, as well as Tilson Thomas. Educational 

activities will include development of a curriculum on the 

Ali work.

2017 $15,000



KY 3
Actors Theatre of 

Louisville, Inc.
Theater Louisville

To support the 41st Humana Festival of New American 

Plays. The festival is a showcase of new theatrical work by 

American playwrights. The company produces several full-

length plays, multiple ten-minute plays, and a 

commissioned work to be performed by its Acting 

Apprentice Company. Outreach activities include panels 

and community forums. The selection of plays is an ongoing 

and collaborative process to help produce new plays that 

offer fresh insights about and by the diverse communities 

of America. The event is expected to attract national 

theater industry professionals from the United States and 

abroad.

2017 $50,000

KY 3
University of Louisville 

Research Foundation
Theater Louisville

To support playwriting workshops in West Louisville. The 

program will offer a series of playwriting workshops for 

community members of West Louisville taught by Kentucky 

poet and author Frank X Walker. He will guide participants 

through workshop sessions designed to impart playwriting 

skills that can be used as a tool for exploring critical issues. 

Participants will work with student actors and directors 

from the university's African American Theatre Program to 

present staged readings of their scripts, and three plays will 

be selected for full production at the Kentucky Center for 

African American Heritage as part of the 2018 Juneteenth 

Festival.

2017 $10,000

KY 3
Louisville Orchestra, 

Inc.
Music Louisville

To support guest artist fees and travel for the Festival of 

American Music. Curated and conducted by Music Director 

Teddy Abrams, festival programming will include works by 

composers Mason Bates, Aaron Copland, Edgar Meyer, and 

Andrew Norman, and will encompass a wide variety of 

genres including classical, bluegrass, and Americana.

2018 $15,000

KY 4

Center for Great 

Neighborhoods of 

Covington, Inc.

Visual Arts Covington

To support a series of public art installations in downtown 

Covington, Kentucky. The art installations will be located in 

a plaza adjacent to the Hellmann Creative Center, a former 

lumber mill transformed into artist studios, community 

event spaces, and offices. Plans for the plaza include 

portable mural walls designed by a rotating series of 

commissioned local and international artists.

2018 $20,000



KY 4

Center for Great 

Neighborhoods of 

Covington, Inc.

Design Covington

To support art commissions and an artist-in-residence 

program at the Hellmann Creative Center. The Hellmann is 

an historic lumber mill renovated into artist studios and 

community space, with a large entry space that will be 

designed to include permanent art installations reflective of 

the community and workspace for artists-in-residence. The 

entry space is intended to be a showcase for local artists 

and an accessible, engaging, and inspiring place for all 

Covington residents and visitors, breaking down barriers 

between artists and non-artists in the process.

2017 $20,000

KY 5 Appalshop, Inc. Theater Whitesburg

To support the publication of a two-volume anthology of 

plays from Roadside Theater's production history. The 

company will publish the anthology of original play scripts, 

framed by critical essays that will examine the 

dramaturgical, historical, and cultural contexts of the plays. 

The anthology will trace the theater's history from its rural 

coalfield origin through its 43-year development of 

Appalachia's first regionally produced body of original 

drama. The theater has toured nationally and has a 

methodology for building diverse and inclusive audiences. A 

digital component of the publishing project will create 

access to the ensemble's creation and presentation 

process. The electronic-edition will explore a century-plus 

legacy of place-based theater in the United States and 

highlight the populist theater tradition for both theater 

practitioners and students.

2017 $20,000

KY 5 Appalshop, Inc.
Folk & Traditional 

Arts
Whitesburg

To support Passing the Pick and Bow, a music traditions of 

central Appalachia program. Instruction for playing the 

banjo, fiddle, guitar, and mandolin will be offered to 

schoolchildren. Workshops for instructors will complement 

the instruction. Students will have performance 

opportunities at jam sessions, festivals, and story slams. 

The project plans to expand the program of musical 

instruction in schools of Letcher County.

2017 $10,000



KY 5 Appalshop, Inc. Media Arts Whitesburg

To support post-production costs for the documentary 

"Portraits and Dreams: A Revisitation," co-directed and co-

produced by Elizabeth Barret and Wendy Ewald. The project 

chronicles artist Wendy Ewald's work with elementary 

school students in Appalachia in the late 1970s 

photographing their daily lives, and her reengagement with 

those former students today. Incorporating interviews, 

archival footage, animation, and photographs from the 

1970s project, the documentary will be broadcast to a 

national audience.

2017 $25,000

KY 6
Josephine Sculpture 

Park Inc.
Challenge America Frankfort

To support a multidisciplinary arts festival featuring guest 

visual artist Peyton Scott Russell. The festival activities will 

include hands-on art making, music, dance, storytelling, 

theater, and exhibitions. Visitors will participate in the 

creation of art through a series of workshops with guest 

artists. Russell will work with local youth and the 

community to create a sculptural graffiti wall and conduct 

an artist lecture about his artistic process.

2018 $10,000

KY 6
Josephine Sculpture 

Park Inc.
Challenge America Frankfort

To support the Josephine Sculpture Park Fall Arts Festival. 

Festival visitors will create art through activities and 

workshops led by professional artists, musicians, and 

performing artists. Participants will experience a multitude 

of art mediums, from mural painting to wheel-thrown 

pottery, and glass blowing to printmaking. The festival will 

unveil a newly installed sculpture by featured guest artist 

Chakaia Booker, who will engage the public in 

conversations about her work. African-American youth and 

their families will be among the attendees for related 

lectures and workshops.

2017 $10,000

KY 6
Central Music Academy, 

Inc.
Arts Education Lexington

To support free music lessons, steel band classes, and 

bluegrass ensemble classes for youth. Professional teaching 

artists will provide instruction in wind and string 

instruments, percussion, and voice to students in 

underserved communities in Lexington, Kentucky. The 

program includes bluegrass and steel band lessons which 

align with Kentucky state music education standards that 

designate Appalachian music and the music of the West 

African diaspora as world music areas of study. Students 

will have the opportunity to participate in outreach 

performances throughout the community.

2018 $10,000



KY 6
Carnegie Literacy 

Center, Inc.
Literature Lexington

To support literary workshops and seminars, mentorship 

programs, and a conference. Providing a supportive 

environment for writers to develop their craft, the center 

offers weekly writing workshops and one-time seminars in 

genres such as fiction, nonfiction, poetry, memoir, and 

publishing. The Carnegie Center Author Academy pairs 

aspiring writers with dedicated mentors for a goal-driven 

nine-month program, and the Writer Mentoring Program 

offers hour-long sessions to provide writers with feedback 

on their projects. In addition, the Books-in-Progress 

Conference offers sessions with successful authors, editors, 

and literary agents.

2017 $10,000

KY 6 LexArts Local Arts Agencies Lexington

To support the creation and installation of the public 

artwork "Unlearn Fear and Hate" by Kurt Gohde and 

Kremena Todorova intended to promote public dialogue 

and civic engagement, and related outreach activities. The 

new work will be designed and fabricated by the artist team 

of Kurt Gohde and Kremena Todorova. The finished piece 

will be installed in downtown Lexington, Kentucky. The 

work was conceived in response to a call by the mayor of 

Lexington for new public artworks that represent diverse 

perspectivies related to issues of inclusion and community 

solidarity. Additional outreach activities will include a public 

celebration and the opportunity for community members 

to create their own hand-colored illumination artworks.

2017 $10,000

KY 6
Lexington Children's 

Theatre, Inc.
Theater Lexington

To support the development and tour of "The Ugly 

Duckling." The adaptation of Hans Christian Andersen's 

classic tale will be a show for young audiences (ages four to 

eight, pre-kindergarten and up) that will focus on 

celebrating the differences that make everyone unique. 

Following performances for local school and public 

audiences at the theater, the show will tour to schools, 

community centers, libraries, and performing arts centers 

throughout the state of Kentucky and the Southeast, 

including the underserved Appalachian region of the state.

2017 $10,000

KY 6 Kentucky Arts Council State & Regional Frankfort N/A 2017 $731,900



KY 6
Lexington Philharmonic 

Society Inc.
Music Lexington

To support a residency by pianist and composer Conrad 

Tao. Activities will take place in partnership with the 

University of Kentucky HealthCare's Art in HealthCare 

Program. Plans include a free solo concert by Tao in the 

main hospital atrium, a therapist- and faculty-supported 

performance at Eastern State Hospital for mental health 

patients, middle and high school programs, and an open 

rehearsal. The residency will culminate in an orchestral 

concert featuring Tao's original composition, "Pangu," and 

as featured soloist in George Gershwin's Piano Concerto.

2017 $10,000

KY 6 Berea College Arts Education Berea

To support professional development in arts integration for 

early childhood educators within a rural Kentucky Promise 

Zone. Experienced artists and early childhood specialists 

will work with children in pre-school centers, their parents 

in home visits, and provide professional development to 

classroom teachers to improve school readiness.

2017 $30,000

TOTAL: $1,351,900


