
State District Organization Name Discipline / Field City Project Description Fiscal Year Grant Amount

MD 0 Balbo, Ned Literature Baltimore

To support the re-translation from the French of the 512-line poem "The 

Young Fate" by French poet Paul Valery. T.S. Eliot was convinced that, more 

than Rilke or Yeats, Valery (1871-1945) would remain "for posterity the 

representative poet of the first half of the 20th century." His influence on 

other poets is well-documented, among them John Ashbery, Wallace 

Stevens, and J.D. McClatchy. Yet, "The Young Fate," widely considered one 

of the more important poems in the last 100 years, is little known in the 

U.S., in part because the best existing English translation is difficult to 

obtain, and the best American versions are outdated. Originally published 

in 1917, it presents a young woman standing outside on a starry night, 

overlooking the ocean, contemplating her connection to time, death, and 

the natural world. This retranslation will come in time to celebrate the 

poem's centennial, and will include an introduction, notes, and a brief 

biography of Valery.

2017 $12,500

MD 0 Dickinson, Elizabeth Literature Baltimore N/A 2018 $25,000

MD 0 Childers, Christopher Literature Baltimore

To support the retranslation of Latin and Greek lyric poetry from the 7th 

century B.C.E. to the 1st century C.E. in one comprehensive anthology. 

Featuring between 25 and 50 master poets from Archilochus to 

Martial—including well-known classical poets such as Sappho, Ovid, and 

Horace—this 448-page anthology of lyric poetry will offer a multiplicity of 

voices and personalities from different times and places (epic poetry, by 

contrast, is more objective, panoramic, and mythical). While there are 

many other English versions of classic Latin and Greek lyric poetry, this 

project aims to add significant historical, cultural, and literary context to, in 

part, provide a fuller picture of the art and people who wrote them. The 

book will be separated into three parts: Archaic, Classical and Hellenistic, 

and Roman Lyric.

2018 $12,500

MD 0 Figg, Melanie Literature Silver Spring N/A 2017 $25,000

MD 0 Relano, Maruxa Literature Rockville

To support the translation from the Spanish of the novel "98 Seconds 

Without Shade" by Bolivian author Giovanna Rivero. Known as the cult 

author of Bolivian supernatural gothic literature, Rivero (b. 1972) is the 

author of eight collections of short stories and four novels that explore the 

dark side of humanity and the limits of the imagination in a world in flux. 

Her characters include zombies and vampires, mad scientists and deranged 

psychiatrists, frontier detectives and serial killers. Published in 2014, this 

novel is an existential bildungsroman seen through the eyes of a teenage 

girl from a dysfunctional family who longs for escape. The novel is infused 

with humor and flair and is written in a deceptively simple style: what at 

first looks like minimalism builds over time into a full-fledged and 

emotionally charged personal epic.

2018 $12,500

MD 0 Wiggins, Phillip Folk & Traditional Arts Takoma Park N/A 2017 $25,000



MD 1 Ward Foundation, Inc. Folk & Traditional Arts Salisbury

To support Lower Shore Traditions. Folklorists from the museum will 

conduct fieldwork research to identify and document traditions and 

tradition bearers of Maryland's Lower Eastern Shore. The research will 

focus on the traditions of the maritime, agricultural, and marsh 

communities with special emphasis given to hunting traditions and the 

region's Native American communities. This collected information will 

archived and used for museum exhibits and public programs.

2017 $10,000

MD 2
Community College of 

Baltimore County

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Baltimore

To support a performing arts series. Works of art will address Baltimore's 

history and its current problems and assets. The project will entail creation 

and production of works in dance and music, as well as acting workshops 

and storytelling by an artist-in-residence. The presentations will take place 

both on the college's campuses and at venues in the greater Baltimore 

area, and will be created and performed with Baltimore's diverse 

communities in mind. Participating artists will include choreographer Peter 

Pucci, storyteller/actress Maria Broom, and composer/librettist Derrick 

Wang.

2017 $15,000

MD 3
International Association of 

Blacks in Dance, Inc.
Dance Silver Spring

To support the 29th annual International Conference and Festival of Blacks 

in Dance. This is the only national gathering of black dance professionals in 

the United States and will take place in Dallas, Texas, with host 

organization Dallas Black Dance Theatre. For several days, executive and 

artistic directors, artists, company managers, choreographers, presenters, 

teachers, historians, agents, and service providers will engage in 

networking, information sharing, professional development, panels, 

workshops, discussions, as well as performances. The 2017 IABD 

Conference provides experiential hands-on learning, explores and 

embraces the diversity, partnerships, and technology of the dance field, 

while inspiring new thinking and ideas.

2017 $15,000

MD 3
Fell's Point Creative Alliance, 

Inc.
Folk & Traditional Arts Baltimore

To support the Artesanas Mexicanas Apprenticeship program at the 

Creative Alliance. Master Latina artists will instruct apprentices in 

traditional methods of pinata-making, paper cutting, corn husk flower-

making, altar-making, embroidery, and other Mexican-rooted art forms. In 

addition to learning these traditional skills, the apprentices will receive 

training in marketing, strengthening the sustainability of this tradition. A 

short, bilingual video documentary explaining the historical and cultural 

context of Mexican traditional art also is planned.

2018 $25,000

MD 3
Fell's Point Creative Alliance, 

Inc.
Artist Communities Baltimore

To support artists residencies and related activities. Resident artists will 

receive feedback about their work from visiting critics and will have 

opportunities to show their work in open houses and other studio events. 

Resident artists will provide at least one free arts workshop for the public. 

Professional development training such as classes about grant writing, 

pricing art, and navigating the tax system will also be offered.

2017 $15,000

MD 3 Maryland State Arts Council State & Regional Baltimore N/A 2017 $737,400



MD 3
Magical Experiences Arts 

Company, Ltd.
Theater Baltimore

To support interactive performances for individuals with disabilities and 

Alzheimer's disease. A special emphasis will be to engage youth with 

autism and people with memory impairment/dementia. Participants will be 

able to access and experience the theatrical exercises that are offered, and 

ongoing evaluation methods will follow their progress. Participation in 

performances may increase their communication and self-expression skills, 

decrease self-injury and aggressive behavior problems, and improve both 

fine and gross motor skills. Locations will include the Delrey School, 

Broadmead retirement community, the Chimes School, and the Texas 

School for the Blind and Visually Impaired.

2017 $10,000

MD 4 World Arts Focus Challenge America Mount Rainier

To support The Ability Project, a set of creative residencies serving 

individuals with disabilities. A staff of experienced instructors will work 

with guest artists to use dance to improve the health, identity, and 

independence of teenagers and adults with autism, Down syndrome, 

cerebral palsy, or other disabilities. Participants will create and contribute 

to dance and spoken works that will be performed on stage at the 

culmination of each residency, as well as presented in a combined 

showcase of all participating groups at a local high school. Transportation 

for participants to all residency and performance activities will be provided.

2017 $10,000

MD 5

Coalition for African 

Americans in the Performing 

Arts

Music Fort Washington

To support a master class series for classical music singers at the beginning 

of their careers. The series will help aspiring students hone their musical 

craft through expert advice from professional musicians, one-on-one 

critiques, coaching, vocal lessons, and learning tools and techniques. The 

project will take place at several historically black colleges and universities.

2018 $10,000

MD 5
Association of Writers & 

Writing Programs
Literature College Park

To support an annual conference, online resources for the literature field, 

and the publication and promotion of "The Writer's Chronicle." The 

conference, the largest of its kind in North America, features readings and 

panel discussions about literature, writing, editing, publishing, program 

administration, and teaching. The conference also includes a book fair 

showcasing small presses and literary organizations. Online resources 

include news and job listings; grant, award, and publishing opportunities; a 

directory of writing programs; and content related to literary craft and 

instruction. "The Writer's Chronicle," AWP's magazine, publishes articles, 

news, and information for writers, editors, students, and teachers of 

writing.

2017 $75,000

MD 5
University of Maryland at 

College Park

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
College Park

To support artist residencies at The Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center. 

During multi-day residences, artists will perform and participate in 

engagement activities with university students and community members 

including workshops, readings, and master classes. Artists will include 

choreographer Wendy Whelan in collaboration with choreographer Brian 

Brooks and string quartet Brooklyn Rider, and the Belarus Free Theatre.

2017 $20,000



MD 6 Frederick Arts Council Inc Design Frederick

To support public programming at Sky Stage. The Frederick Arts Council will 

manage public programming at this outdoor amphitheater space, located 

in a formerly unused pre-Revolutionary War stone structure in downtown 

Frederick. Through rich and vibrant programming at Sky Stage, the 

Frederick Arts Council, in partnership with the City of Frederick, will 

strengthen Frederick as a community by addressing issues of public safety, 

civic participation, and community cohesion. Additional project partners 

include the Office of the Mayor, the Department of Economic 

Development, Community Action Agency, and several local arts and 

cultural nonprofit organizations.

2017 $50,000

MD 6
Germantown Cultural Arts 

Center, Inc.

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Germantown

To support Global Routes, a multidisciplinary presenting series at the 

BlackRock Center for the Arts. The BlackRock will present artists in genres 

including world music, and dance. Performances will be accompanied by 

workshops, residencies, and artist discussions. Featured artists will include 

hip-hop group Companhia Urbano de Danza (Brazil), and world music 

artists Raghu Dixit (India).

2017 $15,000

MD 6 Frostburg State University Challenge America Frostburg

To support a residency by the Tibetan Monks of Drepung Loseling 

Mosastery. A public performance of "Sacred Music Sacred Dance" will 

combine chanting, music, and dance aiming to promote world healing. The 

residency will include the public creation of a traditional Mondala Sand 

Painting. Live footage of the process will be available online and then 

transformed into a time-lapse video. The theme of the mandala will be 

selected by community members through a public survey. Additional 

residency activities will include supporting lectures and workshops about 

Tibetan meditative practices, music, dance, and art forms. The targeted 

population consists of rural, low-income residents.

2017 $10,000

MD 7 Arts Every Day, Inc Challenge America Baltimore

To support a series of music workshops in Baltimore City schools. Guest 

artist Baltimore Boom Bap Society, led by DJ/Hip-Hop producers Wendel 

Patrick and Erik Spangler (DJ Dubble8), will engage student musicians in 

school-based activites that will culminate in public performances. The 

artists will work with students at Title 1 schools within the Baltimore City 

School District.

2018 $10,000



MD 7 Arts Every Day, Inc Arts Education Baltimore

To support a collective impact project to develop infrastructure and an 

implementation approach for arts education in Baltimore City Public 

Schools. Arts Every Day will engage key stakeholders, including Baltimore 

Arts Education Coalition, Arts Education in Maryland Schools, Maryland 

State Department of Education, Maryland Out of School Time, Family 

League of Baltimore, Baltimore Neighborhood Indicators Alliance, and T. 

Rowe Price Foundation to support and expand upon Baltimore City Public 

Schools' Fine Arts Plan. In the first year, the project's leadership team and 

committees will research local and national collective impact arts 

education models, assess needs, define shared goals and indicators, and 

connect the BAEI plan to citywide cultural planning processes. In the 

second year of the project, BAEI will pilot an arts-rich program in several 

schools, collect data, leverage new and existing resources, adopt and 

implement district policies that meet state arts education standards, and 

produce and present a State of the Arts progress report. The majority of 

students in Baltimore City Schools are eligible for free or reduced lunch, an 

indicator of poverty.

2017 $50,000

MD 7
National Association of Black 

Storytellers, Inc.
Challenge America Baltimore

To support a storytelling festival, including workshops and musical 

performances in Wichita, Kansas. Intended to serve primarily African-

American, low-income audiences, the Adopt-A-Teller workshop program 

will place professional storytellers in public schools, libraries, museums, 

and other public venues throughout Wichita. Storytellers will perform and 

engage in outreach activities for the community.

2017 $10,000

MD 7
National Association of Black 

Storytellers, Inc.
Folk & Traditional Arts Baltimore

To support the National Black Storytelling Festival and Conference. 

Storytellers, educators, scholars, and presenters will convene in Raleigh, 

North Carolina, for professional development workshops, lectures, and 

performance opportunities focused on African-American storytelling. 

During the conference, the Adopt-A-Teller outreach initiative will offer free 

performances by nationally recognized storytellers in schools, churches, 

libraries, museums, correctional facilities, and community centers. These 

events will promote listening skills, critical thinking, public speaking, and 

the desire to learn.

2018 $15,000

MD 7
Enterprise Community 

Partners, Inc.
Design Columbia

To support the National Affordable Housing Design Leadership Institute 

(AHDLI). The program brings together developers, design professionals, 

community members, and city agencies to address urgent community 

development needs in low- and moderate-income neighborhoods. AHDLI 

will include a national event and the creation of a standardized curriculum 

to broaden the number of participating communities into a regional model. 

AHDLI is modeled after the NEA's program, the Mayors' Institute on City 

Design.

2017 $50,000

MD 7
Baltimore Festival of the 

Arts, Inc.

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Baltimore

To support Artscape and related activities. The free, three-day outdoor 

multidisciplinary arts festival will feature interactive sculpture, art 

installations, and performance art in the half-mile Charles Street corridor. 

Artscape will span the spectrum of artistic programming with hundreds of 

visual and performing artists displaying and presenting their work.

2017 $25,000



MD 7
Wide Angle Youth Media, 

Inc.
Arts Education Baltimore

To support Baltimore Speaks Out, a media arts training program for youth 

in underserved communities in Baltimore. Under the guidance of teaching 

artists, students will receive training to develop media production skills as 

well as public speaking and team building skills. Students will participate in 

field trips to local professional media studios and radio stations. Project 

partners will include the Enoch Pratt Free Library, Maryland Public 

Television, and Baltimore City Public Schools.

2018 $10,000

MD 7
Your Public Radio 

Corporation
Media Arts Baltimore

To support the WYPR Radio program "Out of the Blocks." Dedicated to 

documenting the stories of Baltimore residents through audio interviews 

and photography of one neighborhood block at a time, the project will 

expand this documentary model to as many as four cities across the United 

States. In partnership with local radio stations in each location, as many as 

four episodes will be produced and distributed to public radio stations 

nationwide through the Public Radio Exchange. The program also will be 

accessible for free via podcast and through an online platform, 

accompanied by video footage and photographs of the program's 

participants.

2017 $25,000

MD 7 Maryland Institute Visual Arts Baltimore

To support a residency program for artists, designers, and makers. 

Baltimore-based artist Stephen Hendee will serve as the resident artist for 

the creation of new art in Open Works, a 34,000-square-foot maker space 

in Baltimore offering access to state-of-the-art production facilities for 

visual artists, photographers, graphic designers, sculptors, weavers, fiber 

artists, fashion designers, fine furniture makers, and small manufacturing 

companies. Hendee will lead a free digital fabrication course for local high 

school students, who will develop their own portfolios and websites to 

document their work. The course will culminate in an exhibition and public 

symposium to engage youth from underserved communities in maker 

spaces.

2018 $23,000

MD 7 Center Stage Associates, Inc. Theater Baltimore

To support the premiere of "Jazz." Adapted by Nambi E. Kelley from Toni 

Morrison's novel, the play will fuse elements of African-American music, 

history, and culture to explore the historical jazz idiom. Poetry, storytelling, 

music, movement, and spoken word will be incorporated to convey the 

complex narrative. The project will include audience outreach and 

enhancement activities, community engagement, and dramaturgical 

enrichment of the work. Center Stage's Artistic Director Kwame Kwei-

Armah will direct the production, which aligns with the organization's 

commitment to producing theater that explores stories of the African 

diaspora.

2017 $50,000



MD 7 Center Stage Associates, Inc. Creativity Connects Baltimore

To support the launch of the CS Mobile Unit, in partnership with the Johns 

Hopkins University (JHU) Bloomberg School of Public Health. The CS Mobile 

Unit will feature professional, high-quality, touring theater productions 

that will travel to Baltimore-area prisons, juvenile detention facilities, 

homeless shelters, and assisted living facilities free-of-charge for these 

partner organizations and their populations. The CS Mobile Unit will hire 

professional actors, directors, and designers for each production tour. Each 

tour will include the performance of a play. After the show, audiences will 

have dialogue with the artists and each other about the play's themes and 

issues that are relevant to their lives. The JHU Bloomberg School of Public 

Health will provide measurement and assessment tools to gauge the 

program's success and offer options for improvement.

2017 $40,000

MD 7
Baltimore Symphony 

Orchestra Inc.
Arts Education Baltimore

To support the OrchKids program, a music and mentorship program for 

students in Baltimore City public schools. Serving as a national model for 

the U.S. El Sistema movement that emphasizes social change through the 

arts, professional musicians will provide in-school and after-school music 

training to students attending Title I schools in Baltimore. OrchKids 

combines music instruction and social services to help students acquire 

positive behaviors such as perseverance, cooperation, and personal 

responsibility. The program is delivered at no cost to participants, and 

includes musicianship classes, after-school choir and instrumental music 

instruction, summer programming, and opportunities for the students to 

perform for audiences around the city.

2017 $40,000

MD 7
Young Audiences of 

Maryland, Inc.
Arts Education Baltimore

To support the Arts Empowered Minds Initiative (AEMI), a collective impact 

project. The project will support sustainable partnerships of teaching artists 

and arts organizations for school-based arts education, increase access to 

out-of-school time arts programs, and provide professional development 

for teachers in arts integration. Partners include Young Audiences of 

Maryland, Anne Arundel County Public Schools, Chesapeake Arts Center, 

Arts Education in Maryland Schools Alliance, and University of Maryland 

Baltimore County. Together they will convene advisory committees with 

representatives from local cross-sector organizations; align AEMI with 

North County Business Advisory and Community of Hope community 

development initiatives; design and implement a logic model that clarifies 

inputs, outputs, and expected outcomes; and utilize an evaluation plan and 

data collection process in collaboration with the school district.

2017 $90,000

MD 7
Enterprise Community 

Partners, Inc.
Design Columbia

To support an online learning platform for the Affordable Housing Design 

Leadership program. This design resource will build on Enterprise 

Community Partners' well established technical assistance program, 

digitizing and translating the building design process into terms, 

timetables, and precedents relevant to community developers and 

architects. This new content delivery model will help Enterprise come 

closer to their goal of making well-designed affordable housing an industry 

standard.

2018 $30,000



MD 7 Maryland Institute Research Baltimore

To support a study examining whether animation and astronomy, when 

taught together in college classrooms, can inspire new art forms, enhance 

scientific public outreach, and promote both arts and science education. 

Researchers will conduct a case study of a Maryland Institute College of Art 

course taught in partnership with NASA scientists and the Maryland 

Science Center. Researchers also will interview astrophysicists, museum 

educators, and animation students to document the expectations, 

experiences, and benefits resulting from arts-science collaborations. 

Furthermore, researchers will study the outcomes of the work produced 

through such collaborations, as well as delivery systems for similar 

programs merging arts and science education.

2017 $10,000

MD 7 Maryland Institute Creativity Connects Baltimore

To support the Baltimore Creatives Acceleration Network, a series of 

creative entrepreneurship programs, in partnership with the Emerging 

Technology Centers. The project will include professional development 

programs, entrepreneurial training, and startup resources to support 

creative industries in Baltimore. Programs include: matching and placing 

select creatives in partner incubators for intensive entrepreneurship 

support to help them build successful creative businesses; training that will 

focus on business, financial, and legal planning; building marketing skills; 

and peer mentoring, both online and in-person. A "B/CAN MOBILE" 

program will provide pop-up access to services and mentors for a broad 

base of residents in neighborhoods across Baltimore. ETC will provide 

B/CAN participants with collaborative working space with others such as 

tech business startups and business development entrepreneurs, as well as 

provide opportunities to engage with mentors and potential investors.

2017 $100,000

MD 7
Trustees of the Walters Art 

Gallery
Museums Baltimore

To support a project featuring contemporary artist Roberto Lugo, invited to 

make new work and create an installation using the museum's ceramics 

collection. The new reinstallation will tell the intersecting stories of the 

people who designed, built, occupied, and worked in the mid-19th-century 

Greek Revival mansion, which the museum is restoring, to be opened in 

early 2018. The artist will explore themes related to class, labor, and race 

through these representations. Lugo aims to make the environment of the 

art museum accessible by permitting individuals, physically and 

symbolically, to occupy spaces that were previously denied to them. Public 

programming will include a community conversation, clay workshops, 

gallery talks, and after-school programs.

2018 $25,000

MD 7
Wide Angle Youth Media, 

Inc.
Arts Education Baltimore

To support the Baltimore Speaks Out Program, a media arts education 

program. Students will learn how to create videos about issues facing 

youth in their community. Videos created by students will be screened for 

family members, educators, and the public in community settings. Project 

partners include the Enoch Pratt Free Library, Maryland Public Television, 

and Baltimore City Public Schools.

2017 $15,000



MD 7
Baltimore School for the Arts 

Foundation, Inc.
Arts Education Baltimore

To support TWIGS (To Work In Gaining Skills), a free multidisciplinary arts 

education program. Students from underserved communities will take 

classes in dance, music, visual arts, theater, media arts, and stage 

production during after-school hours and on Saturdays. The project 

curriculum will build upon the natural talents and interests students have 

in the arts while developing beneficial life skills and expanding their arts 

literacy. In addition, students will receive additional hours of audition 

preparation with teaching artists. Project partners will include the Boys and 

Girls Club of Metropolitan Baltimore, the Family League of Baltimore, and 

the Baltimore City Council.

2017 $20,000

MD 7
Mid Atlantic Arts 

Foundation, Inc.
State & Regional Baltimore N/A 2017 $6,856

MD 7
Mid Atlantic Arts 

Foundation, Inc.
State & Regional Baltimore N/A 2017 $1,682,775

MD 7
University of Maryland 

Baltimore County Campus
Design Baltimore

To support the exhibition "A Designed Life: American Textiles, Wallpapers, 

Containers and Packaging (1951-52)." The exhibition designers will re-

create one historically significant traveling exhibition from the early Cold 

War period. The original exhibition, created in 1951-52 by the Smithsonian 

Traveling Exhibition Service in collaboration with the U .S. Department of 

State, was displayed throughout West Germany. The project will explore 

the concepts of mid-century American design and modernity through a 

display of textiles by product designers, many of whom are associated with 

American modernism.

2017 $30,000

MD 7 Center Stage Associates, Inc. Design Baltimore

To support Center Stage in the Park. The project will produce a free, 

professionally staged theatrical production of a classic play, featuring 

trained actors and designers along with community members from across 

the city of Baltimore. Individuals from low-income communities will be 

trained in the performing arts and perform in the play, gaining new skill 

sets in the process. Center Stage will partner with Baltimore Office of 

Promotion and the Arts on this production. This project will increase access 

to professional arts experiences for approximately 4,000 Baltimore 

community members.

2017 $100,000

MD 7 Center Stage Associates, Inc. Theater Baltimore

To support the development and production of a new musical by Artistic 

Director Kwame Kwei-Armah that explores the story of the founding, 

flourishing, floundering, and rebirth of Memphis' iconic Stax Records and 

its legendary company of artists. The musical is intended to shine a light on 

the musical culture of the nation, and to engage audiences with a piece of 

music history that has not been explored on the American stage, using the 

catalogue of hits Stax Records contributed to the American musical canon. 

The musical will offer a survey of beloved tunes and cherished icons, while 

powerfully tracing the voice that an entire community found in this 

celebrated music.

2018 $50,000



MD 8
Arts for the Aging-Maryland, 

Inc.

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Rockville

To support multidisciplinary arts engagement workshops focused on older 

adults. Joy in Generation will provide free arts activities to groups of older 

adults in as many as 26 residential and community care settings in the 

Washington, D.C., region. Partner organizations will include adult day care 

centers, nursing homes, assisted living facilities, community centers, and 

low-income housing centers serving individuals with limited access to arts 

engagements due to financial, geographic, and health constraints. Arts for 

the Aging-Maryland provides three seasons of curricula per year at each 

center.

2017 $20,000

MD 8 Docs In Progress, Inc. Media Arts Silver Spring

To support "Docs in the City," a curated film series. This series will feature 

presentations of new work and works-in-progress produced by emerging 

and established filmmakers centered on a specific topic or theme, followed 

by discussions with the presenting artist and a guest expert.

2017 $15,000

MD 8 Docs In Progress, Inc. Media Arts Silver Spring

To support artist development programs for documentary filmmakers. The 

programs include peer-pitch sessions, fellowships, and an artist residency 

in Washington, D.C. Through these programs, filmmakers will be offered 

access to master classes, work-in-progress discussions, and the opportunity 

to pitch projects to funders, distributors, and industry leaders.

2017 $25,000

MD 8 Docs In Progress, Inc. Media Arts Silver Spring

To support "Docs in the City," a curated film series. This series will feature 

presentations of new work and works-in-progress by emerging and 

established filmmakers. Centered on a specific topic or theme, each 

screening will be followed by discussions with the presenting artist and a 

guest expert, offering the opportunity for emerging filmmakers to receive 

feedback on their projects. Open to the public, as many as two programs 

will take place. Proposed topics for this year's program include identity, 

coming of age, and personal documentaries. Featured filmmakers may 

include Marshall Curry, Michele Stephenson, and Grace Lee.

2018 $15,000

MD 8 Artpreneurs, Inc. Challenge America Kensington

To support the design and creation of public art for installation a 

Montgomery County Public School. Professional artists will work with 

students at Wheaton High School, an economically disadvantaged school, 

to design and fabricate mosaic tile benches to be installed in the courtyard 

of the high school. Students will practice the principles and elements of 

design, study mosaic techniques and the history of mosaic art, learn about 

public art and artists, and receive training on topics such as client meetings 

and presentations.

2017 $10,000

MD 8 Artpreneurs, Inc. Challenge America Kensington

To support the restoration of a community mural. Teaching artist Carien 

Quiroga will work with youth at high risk of or with previous gang 

involvement on the restoration and revitalization of a community mural 

that was originally completed in 2008. Neighborhood meetings will invite 

input from local community groups such as residents, law enforcement, 

businesses, schools, faith communities, and service organizations. The 

mural will be re-installed at a its current site on the border of Montgomery 

and Prince George's Counties in Maryland.

2018 $10,000



MD 8 ArtStream, Inc. Challenge America Chevy Chase

To support Inclusive Theatre Companies. As many as six Inclusive Theatre 

Companies, located in both Virginia and Maryland, will create and produce 

original musical theater performances. Professional actors will work with 

amateur actors with disabilities to develop a script and characters, practice 

improvisation, rehearse, and produce a public performance.

2017 $10,000

MD 8 ArtStream, Inc. Challenge America Chevy Chase

To support the development and performance of original musical theater 

by inclusive theater companies featuring actors with and without 

disabilities. The inclusive theater programs, located in both Virginia and 

Maryland, will offer opportunities for adults with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities. Professional actors will work with amateur 

actors with disabilities to develop a script and characters, practice 

improvisation, rehearse, and produce a public performance.

2018 $10,000

MD 8 Adventure Theatre Theater Glen Echo

To support the commission and premiere of the musical "Judy Moody." The 

children's theater will create an original adaptation of Megan McDonald's 

award-winning book series about a girl detective. Her works have received 

awards including the American Library Association Notable Children's Book 

and the Publishers Weekly Best Children's Book of the Year. "Judy Moody" 

will add to Adventure Theatre's tradition of bringing compelling female 

protagonists to the stage. The development process will feature roundtable 

readings, workshops, and post-show discussions with feedback from 

organizations serving young girls.

2017 $15,000

MD 8
Arts and Humanities Council 

of Montgomery County
Local Arts Agencies Silver Spring

To support CultureSpotMC.com. Original editorial content related to 

Montgomery County artists, arts and cultural organizations, and arts 

programming will be written by local freelance arts journalists and 

published online as a new platform for arts criticism and arts journalism. 

The online publication will also be expanded to include video and other 

multimedia content. A digital advertising strategy will be developed and 

implemented to promote the publication.

2017 $25,000

MD 8 Artivate Inc.
Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Silver Spring

To support Project Youth ArtReach (PYA). Multidisciplinary arts 

programming will be offered to youth and adult offenders in correctional 

facilities operated by the Maryland Department of Juvenile Services and 

the Montgomery County Department of Correction and Rehabilitation. 

Master artists-in-residence will lead workshops in ceramics, drawing, 

painting, mixed media, mosaic arts, mural arts, poetry, step-dancing, 

storytelling, and West African drumming. Several of the workshops will 

culminate in performances at the correctional facilities. PYA also will reach 

other high-risk populations such as young people on probation, in foster 

care, and participating in alcohol/drug rehabilitative programs.

2017 $20,000



MD 8 Maryland Youth Ballet Dance Silver Spring

To support the expansion of the JumpStart outreach initiative, a dance 

education program for youth. The project's goals are to help increase the 

racial and ethnic representation in ballet, as well as to give children in 

underserved communities access to formal ballet training. MYB provides 

free after-school introductory ballet classes to girls and boys in grades one 

through two. MYB plans to expand the existing program and offer 

JumpStart classes in schools in Montgomery County and in Prince Georges 

County, Maryland. Several students will be selected, based on talent, to 

participate in a summer dance intensive and some may be offered full 

training scholarships to attend MYB's academy during the year.

2017 $10,000

MD 8 Dance Exchange, Inc. Dance Takoma Park

To support the creation and presentation of "Growing Our Own Gardens" 

by Matthew Cumbie. The work is a multidisciplinary, intergenerational 

project that draws upon dance and spoken word. Through the creative 

process, Cumbie will surface histories and personal stories through a range 

of activities that may include rehearsals, residencies, research, inquiry, and 

community dialogues.

2017 $10,000

MD 8
National Council for the 

Traditional Arts
Folk & Traditional Arts Silver Spring

To support the National Folk Festival in Salisbury, Maryland. The free public 

festival will offer performances of a wide array of traditional music, such as 

blues, gospel, jazz, polka, cowboy, bluegrass, klezmer, Cajun, mariachi, and 

western swing, as well as dance performances by artists from Native 

American and Sri Lankan communities. Additionally, the festival will 

present traditional artists from the region surrounding the host city.

2018 $50,000

MD 8 Imagination Stage, Inc. Theater Bethesda

To support the premiere of "The Freshest Snow Whyte" by theater artist 

and playwright Psalmayene 24. This hip-hop musical theater work for 

young audiences reimagines the classic 19th-century children's fairy tale 

"Snow White" by the Brothers Grimm. Adapted for the contemporary 

world, the story is infused with hip-hop movement, graffiti, rapping, and 

modernized relationships among characters. Core values apparent in this 

retelling will include hard work, humility, and respect for all talent.

2017 $10,000

MD 8 Imagination Stage, Inc. Musical Theater Bethesda

To support the production of "The Princess and the Pauper - A Bollywood 

Tale" with book and lyrics by Anu Yadav and music by Ashwin Subramarian. 

The commissioned musical for young audiences is set in ancient India and 

is inspired by Mark Twain's classic tale about exchanged identities and new 

perspectives. The piece will debut as part of the second Women's Voices 

Theater Festival and more than 50 Washington-area professional theaters 

will participate in the regional event to celebrate new plays created by 

women writers.

2018 $10,000

MD 8
National Council for the 

Traditional Arts
Folk & Traditional Arts Silver Spring

To support the National Folk Festival in Greensboro, North Carolina. The 

free public festival will offer performances of a wide array of traditional 

music such as blues, gospel, jazz, polka, cowboy, bluegrass, klezmer, old-

time, Cajun, rhythm-and-blues, mariachi, western swing, and zydeco. 

Additionally, the festival's folklife area will be devoted exclusively to the 

traditions of the host city's Piedmont region and will offer music, 

storytelling, and craft demonstrations.

2017 $50,000

TOTAL: $3,952,531


