
State District Organization Name Discipline / Field City Project Description Fiscal Year Grant Amount

ME 0 Seal Bay Festival Music Vinalhaven

To support the annual summer chamber music festival. Festival 

programming will feature the Cassatt String Quartet and 

American composers Augusta Read Thomas, Daniel Godfrey, 

Victoria Bond, Vineet Shende, Peter McLaughlin, and Delvyn 

Case. Composers will introduce their work to the audience at 

festival performances, which will be augmented with 

workshops, open rehearsals, discussions, and interviews. 

Organizations partnering with the festival will include New Era 

Gallery, Waterfall Arts, SPACE Gallery, Colby College Museum 

of Art, the Children's Museum and Theatre of Maine, Maine 

Medical Center, and the Barbara Bush Children's Hospital. 

Project activities will take place in Maine cities and towns such 

as Belfast, Brunswick, Portland, Vinalhaven, and Waterville.

2017 $10,000

ME 1 Points North Institute Media Arts Camden

To support the 2017 Camden International Film Festival, Points 

North Documentary Forum, and related activities. Feature-

length and short films from around the world will be screened 

at the festival and accompanied by discussions with filmmakers 

and critics. Points North, a conference held concurrently with 

the Camden International Film Festival, will feature workshops, 

panels, and mentorship opportunities for filmmakers and media 

artists. Additional festival activities include a traveling 

showcase, educational programs for high school and college 

students, and programs exploring evolving forms of nonfiction 

storytelling and audience impact.

2017 $25,000

ME 1 Points North Institute Media Arts Camden

To support the 2018 Camden International Film Festival (CIFF), 

Points North Forum, and related public programming. Feature-

length and short films from around the world will be screened 

at the festival and accompanied by discussions with filmmakers 

and critics. Points North, an educational program held 

concurrently with CIFF, will feature master classes, workshops, 

panels, and mentorship opportunities for filmmakers and media 

artists. Additional festival activities include a traveling 

showcase, educational programs for high school and college 

students, and an exhibition of interactive and immersive 

nonfiction media. Previous works screened at the festival 

include "Kate Plays Christine" by Robert Greene, "Life, 

Animated" by Roger Ross Williams, Jenny Gage's "All This 

Panic," and "Newtown" by Kim A. Snyder.

2018 $25,000



ME 1 Telling Room Literature Portland

To support the Young Writers and Leaders Program. The nine-

month writing and literary arts program offers training in 

creative writing, public speaking, and visual art to high school 

students who are English Language Learners. Working with a 

mentor, each student explores a variety of forms of writing, 

crafts a personal narrative, creates rich multimedia projects, 

and participates in public performances. The program also 

offers one-week seasonal intensives.

2017 $15,000

ME 1
Portland Opera 

Repertory Theatre
Opera Portland

To support PORTopera's new production of "Le Nozze di 

Figaro" ("The Marriage of Figaro") by composer Wolfgang 

Amadeus Mozart and librettist Lorenzo Da Ponte, and related 

community events. The creative team may include conductor 

Stephen Lord, director Dona D. Vaughn, educator and 

composer Dan Sonenberg, and dramaturg Calien Lewis. 

Through Figaro For All activities, Lewis will explore the creative 

process of adapting a written story for opera. An all-Mozart 

concert program with narrative at the National Historic 

Landmark Victoria Mansion, and special screenings of 

Mozart/Beaumarchais themed movies and operas for 

PORTopera Teens will also occur. Through An Opera is Born of 

Our Community, The Telling Room (a local nonprofit) will lead a 

30-hour summer camp at which students will write a libretto; 

Sonenberg will compose a one-act chamber opera; and 

University of Southern Maine (USM) opera students will 

perform the resulting opera at USM, in public schools, and at a 

performing arts center. As many as two performances in the 

1,520-seat Merrill Auditorium as well as education and 

community events will occur in summer 2018.

2018 $12,500

ME 1 Portland Ovations

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Portland

To support the presentation of multidisciplinary artists. 

Portland Ovations will present artists including Sandglass 

Theater, Bandaloop, Daniel Bernard Roumain, and Roomful of 

Teeth. In addition to performing, artists will participate in 

engagement activities, such as open rehearsals, discussions, 

workshops, and participatory arts events.

2017 $10,000



ME 1

William A. Farnsworth 

Library & Art Museum, 

Inc.

Challenge America Rockland

To support a community-wide mural arts project in Rockland, 

Maine. Project oversight will be supervised by a community 

artist in collaboration with a professional mural artist. Work will 

be done by the general public, ranging from teenagers to 

adults, artists and art enthusiasts, downtown employees, and 

passersby of all ages. The project will familiarize a rural, low-

income community with public art and transform the wall into 

a vibrant, unique public art piece.

2017 $10,000

ME 1 City of Portland, Maine Visual Arts Portland

To support a public art installation in Congress Square Park by 

the artist Sarah Sze, organized by the Portland Public Art 

Committee. Located within the city's historic art district, the 

installation of a public artwork by artist Sarah Sze has been in 

the planning stages for several years. It is anticipated that the 

public installation will contribute to the park's revitalization. 

Sze's concept includes three sculptures placed throughout 

Congress Square Park. The first sculpture will be sited to signal 

an entry point, an initial visual landmark. The subsequent 

sculptures are discoverable along a trail, and will create visually 

stimulating and contemplative spaces within the landscape. It is 

anticipated that community members, visitors, and local 

organizations will all benefit from the installations, which will 

help foster neighborhood interaction and conversation around 

art.

2018 $30,000

ME 1 Terra Moto Inc. Design South Portland

To support an Art at Work initiative to create performance 

events in partnership with Creative Portland. Maine 

communities will create a unique performance event that 

reflects their particular perspective on a U.S. historical event or 

theme. The events might be theater, concerts, dance, 

reenactments, or other kinds of performances. The project 

includes the planning and concept development for each 

potential participating community event and the creation and 

workshop production of "Maine USA," an original performance 

about the history of Maine from the Ice Age to the present. 

Additional partners include Portland Ovations and the cities of 

Lewiston and Biddleford.

2017 $50,000



ME 1
Watershed Center for 

the Ceramic Arts
Creativity Connects Newcastle

To support a series of public programs examining the 

intersection of art, science, and contemporary environmental 

issues, in collaboration with the University of Maine 

Cooperative Extension. A series of panel discussions, art 

exhibitions, presentations, workshops, and podcasts will be 

presented to engage the regional community in a dialogue 

about land, resources, and climate change. Master ceramicists 

Wayne Higby, Jack Troy, and Paula Winokur, as well as faculty 

from science and humanities disciplines at the University of 

Maine, and local representatives from natural resource-based 

industries such as farms and fisheries, will be invited to 

contribute themes and content for programmatic activities 

reflecting multiple perspectives, the natural resources issues of 

the region, and the potential for global impact.

2017 $35,000

ME 1
Portland Museum of 

Art
Museums Portland

To support the exhibition "A New American Sculpture: Lachaise, 

Laurent, Nadelman, and Zorach." Co-organized with the Amon 

Carter Museum of American Art, the exhibition will explore the 

relationship between early 20th-century modernism, classicism, 

and popular taste in American art. Specifically, the exhibition 

will explore how a circle of European-born artists--Gaston 

Lachaise, Robert Laurent, Elie Nadelman, and William Zorach--

became preeminent figures of modernist sculpture in the 

United States. This exhibition of approximately 60 sculptures 

and a number of preparatory drawings by the artists, from 

public and private collections, will shed light on the affinities 

between the oeuvres of four divergent personalities. Object 

labels, text panels, an audio tour, and gallery guide content will 

encourage visitors to expand their understanding of American 

modernism and sculptural techniques.

2017 $20,000

ME 1 SPACE Gallery Visual Arts Portland

To support an artist residency program for emerging and mid-

career artists. A jury will select artists from outside the state for 

either program-related residencies that intersect with 

exhibitions or independent residencies which will last several 

weeks. The artists will receive housing, a stipend, and work 

space and will be expected to direct at least one public 

engagement program that introduces their work to the 

community. The program will take the form of an artist talk, a 

performance, an open studio event, or an exhibition.

2017 $20,000



ME 1
Portland Stage 

Company, Inc.
Theater Portland

To support the world premiere of "Babette's Feast," conceived 

and developed by Abbie Killeen, written by Rose Courtney, and 

adapted from the short story by Isak Dinesen. "Babette's Feast" 

is the story of a woman who transforms a closed community by 

sacrificing all she has to throw a lavish dinner party, challenging 

her guests' deeply held notions through her radical hospitality. 

Directed by Karin Coonrod, with music composed by Gina 

Leishman, the adaptation will reimagine the classic tale as a 

rich theatrical event.

2018 $15,000

ME 1
Bowdoin International 

Music Festival
Music Brunswick

To support the Bowdoin International Music Festival. 

Repertoire for the resident teaching festival will include works 

from the standard repertoire as well as new music. Within the 

larger music festival, new music will be programmed during the 

Gamper Festival of Contemporary Music, which may include 

works by Anne Akiko Meyers and Ellen Zwilich. Community 

engagement activities include student concerts in public 

libraries, social service agencies, and senior centers.

2017 $12,500

ME 1
Bowdoin International 

Music Festival
Music Brunswick

To support the Bowdoin International Music Festival. Exploring 

the influence of jazz on the classical tradition, repertoire for the 

resident teaching festival will include music from the early 20th-

century to present day. Within the larger music festival, the 

Gamper Festival of Contemporary Music will continue the 

festival theme and may feature jazz composer Billy Childs, 

composer-in-residence Derek Bermel, and the Turtle Island 

String Quartet. Community engagement activities may include 

master classes, lectures, and student concerts in public 

libraries, social service agencies, and senior centers.

2018 $12,500

ME 1
Portland Maine 

Symphony Orchestra
Music Portland

To support a performance project celebrating Music Director 

Robert Moody's decade-long tenure with the orchestra. 

Programming will feature the New England premiere 

performances of new works by American composer Mason 

Bates, including works for chorus and orchestra. An elite choir 

bringing singers together from around the country will perform 

works such as Leonard Bernstein's Symphony No. 1 Jeremiah," 

Karl Jenkins's The Armed Man," and Bates's "The Book of 

Matthew," a shorter work for choir and organ. In addition, the 

composer will present a musical event that will combine live 

classical music with DJ sets at Portland's SPACE Gallery.

2017 $10,000

ME 1 Maine Arts Commission State & Regional Augusta N/A 2017 $741,300



ME 1
Portland Stage 

Company, Inc.
Theater Portland

To support the world premiere production of "String Around 

My Finger," a new play by Brenda Withers. The winner of the 

2016 Clauder Competition for New England writers, the play 

tells the story of an engaged couple whose wedding plans are 

upended by a medical emergency. Withers' play explores how 

average Americans deal with relationships, health care, 

families, and determining what matters most in life.

2017 $10,000

ME 2 Apogee Arts

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Brooksville

To support a multidisciplinary outdoor performance and related 

activities. An evening-length, immersive performance 

experience will be conceived, directed, and performed by 

choreographer Alison Chase and her company. A large tent--

that can be installed on-site in courtyards, parks, and parking 

lots--will provide a venue and a canvas for this multidisciplinary 

collaboration that explores contemporary surrealism through 

dance, projection, light, and sound.

2018 $10,000

ME 2
Haystack Mountain 

School of Crafts
Visual Arts Deer Isle

To support the Haystack Art Schools Collaborative conference 

on contemporary craft and visual culture. Dedicated and 

structured around students and jointly planned with other 

participating schools, the gathering will convene to investigate 

the constantly emerging field of craft. Leading practitioners in 

their respective fields will present lectures and lead studio-

based workshops. Students will help identify topics for 

discussion groups, show images of their work to session 

participants, and work on collaborative and experimental 

projects. Participants will submit written evaluations at the end 

of the conference.

2017 $15,000

ME 2
President and Trustees 

of Bates College
Dance Lewiston

To support the Bates Dance Festival. The festival will include 

dance company residencies, performances, and student dance 

classes. The project will bring together leading dance figures, 

emerging artists and companies, students, dancers, and 

educators. Each company may offer performances, a public 

show-and-tell, work-in-progress showings, workshops, weekly 

Artist Roundtables, an annual improvisation concert, broadcast 

interviews, and blog entries. The artists and other individuals 

will come together for one- to three-week residencies with the 

goals of fostering artistic exchange and encouraging 

appreciation of contemporary dance.

2018 $40,000



ME 2

Skowhegan School of 

Painting and Sculpture, 

Inc.

Artist Communities Madison

To support residencies for emerging artists. Resident artists, 

working beside established faculty artists, will receive a 

dedicated studio, as well as room and board. Participants also 

will have access to a sculpture shop, fresco studio, media lab, 

and art library.

2017 $40,000

ME 2

Skowhegan School of 

Painting and Sculpture, 

Inc.

Artist Communities Madison

To support residencies for emerging artists with an emphasis 

on painting and sculpture. Participants will receive guidance, 

critical feedback, and instruction from resident artists, visiting 

artists, established faculty artists, and a Paul Mellon 

Distinguished Fellow. Selected artists will receive dedicated 

studio space, as well as room and board. Participants also will 

have access to a sculpture shop, fresco studio, media lab, and 

art library.

2018 $30,000

ME 2
Alice James Poetry 

Cooperative, Inc.
Literature Farmington

To support the publication and promotion of new books of 

poetry. The press will publish authors as Andres Cerpa, Nicole 

Cooley, Kevin Goodan, Monica A. Hand, Donald Revell, and 

Anna Rose Welch, collaborating with the authors in the design 

and production of their books. Titles will be made available in 

both print and electronic forms and will be promoted via social 

media, the press's website, and through online and print 

advertising, among other means.

2018 $20,000

ME 2 L. A. Public Theatre, Inc. Theater Lewiston

To support the development and production of "My Mother's 

Clothes Are Not My Mother" by Elizabeth Peavey. Maine writer, 

Peavey experienced a series of epiphanies after her mother's 

death while figuring out what to do with her mother's things. 

This led her to write a novel about her experience and perform 

a one-person show. The Public Theatre recognized the potential 

in Peavey's topical and timely material and will partner with her 

to develop her material into a professional production to be 

produced in the theater's 2017 season. The theater will work 

with a hospice and cancer care facility to co-create study 

material and will host post-show discussions for audience 

members around the themes of loss, grief, hope, and the 

passing of a parent.

2017 $10,000



ME 2
President and Trustees 

of Bates College
Dance Lewiston

To support the Bates Dance Festival. The festival will include 

dance company residencies, performances, and student dance 

classes. The project will bring together leading dance figures, 

emerging artists, and companies including David Dorfman 

Dance, zoe juniper, Stephan Koplowitz Projects, Pearson Widrig 

Dance Theatre, Mark Dendy Projects, Tania Isaac, and Larry 

Keigwin, as well as dance scholar Debra Cash, consultant Kim 

Konikow, students, dancers, and educators. Each company may 

offer performances, a public show-and-tell, work-in-progress 

showings, workshops, weekly Artist Roundtables, an annual 

improvisation concert, broadcast interviews, and blog entries. 

The artists and other individuals will come together for one- to 

three-week residencies with the goals of fostering artistic 

exchange and encouraging appreciation of contemporary 

dance.

2017 $40,000

ME 2
Alice James Poetry 

Cooperative, Inc.
Literature Farmington

To support the publication and promotion of new books of 

poetry. The press will publish books by authors Jennifer Chang, 

Alessandra Lynch, Elizabeth Lyons, Jill McDonough, Kristin 

Robertson, and Ellen Dore Watson, as well as a collection of 

multi-genre work by June Jordan. The press will involve authors 

in the book design and production process, and titles will be 

promoted via social media, the press's website, and through 

online and print advertising, among other means.

2017 $25,000

TOTAL: $1,293,800


