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MT 1 Haven Theater Bozeman

To support "A Community of Stories." The creation of a verbatim theater 

performance will enable survivors of domestic violence to share their stories 

with each other in group story sharing sessions or in one-to-one 

interviews.Participants will be invited to participate in the playwriting 

process. The script will be forged from the transcripts gathered during the 

story gathering phase. A public performance will be followed by a panel 

discussion. The program hopes to raise awareness and stimulate dialogue 

about domestic violence and foster support for victims and survivors.

2017 $10,000

MT 1 Alpine Artisans Inc. Challenge America
Seeley 

Lake

To support the In the Footsteps of Norman Maclean Festival. The event is 

inspired by the local Blackfoot River featured in Maclean's novella, "A River 

Runs Through It." The festival includes author events, a film screening and 

discussion, as well as historical presentations by members of the Blackfeet 

and Salish-Kootenai Tribes, geologists, and conservationists.

2017 $10,000

MT 1
Montana Office of Public 

Instruction
Arts Education Helena

To support Montana Teacher Leaders in the Arts. In partnership with the 

Montana Arts Council, the project will provide professional development to a 

cohort of teachers in how to integrate arts into the curriculum for a positive 

impact on student cognition. Participants will attend a summer institute, 

form professional learning communities, and join web-based meetings to 

share curriculum and lesson plans. Together they will develop knowledge 

and skills in arts integration and become leaders and champions for arts 

education in their schools, districts, and communities. Candidates for the 

program are selected through an open application process, and outreach will 

encourage participation from teachers in schools that are small, 

geographically isolated, or that serve a majority American Indian population 

on the Flathead Reservation.

2017 $30,000

MT 1
Red Lodge Area Community 

Foundation
Challenge America Red Lodge

To support the design and creation of a multi-functional outdoor space for 

the community, displaying sculptures, a mural, and artistic bear-resistant 

receptacles. Janice Polzin, a renowned landscape designer and muralist, will 

work with volunteers, the local government, other visual artists, and the 

community during planning sessions, to collaborate on the design of the 

public space. Local sculptors, craftspeople, musicians, performers, and artists 

will be selected to participate based on their use of unique natural and 

repurposed materials, appreciation of the rural landscape, accessible work, 

knowledge of the culture and history of the region, and inclusiveness of the 

underserved population.

2018 $10,000

MT 1 Big Sky Film Institute Media Arts Missoula

To support the Big Sky DocShop conference. Presented during the Big Sky 

Film Festival, the conference includes hands-on workshops and panel 

discussions, as well as the opportunity for emerging artists to pitch works-in-

progress to funders and investors. Programming will focus on new 

technologies in filmmaking such as virtual reality, online distribution 

platforms, and 3D cameras. In addition, the conference will include a three-

day filmmaking workshop for teenagers.

2017 $20,000



MT 1
Mainstreet Uptown Butte, 

Inc.
Folk & Traditional Arts Butte

To support the 2017 Montana Folk Festival. The Montana Folk Festival will 

feature artists from across the nation presenting traditional music, including 

the genres of Cajun, Irish, blues, gospel, and bluegrass. In addition to dance 

performances and craft demonstrations, the festival will include a special 

area dedicated to Montana's traditional material culture and its influence on 

the state's history and heritage.

2017 $30,000

MT 1
Irwin and Florence Rosten 

Foundation Inc.
Hamilton

In recognition of the MAPS Media Institute. The after-school arts academy in 

western Montana helps rural youth achieve tangible academic success and 

personal growth through rigorous, hands-on media arts learning.

2017 $10,000

MT 1
Missoula Writing 

Collaborative
Design Missoula

To support the creation of an audio and visual map of children's poetry 

about Missoula, Montana. The Missoula Writing Collaborative, in partnership 

with the Missoula County Public Library and Missoula County Public Schools, 

will facilitate the creation of a work of public art based on poetry by local 

youth. The artwork will incorporate students' poems and illustrations into a 

digital interactive map, and will be showcased at the library. The goals for 

this project are to strengthen connections to Missoula history, geography, 

and culture through creative writing. The project will engage fourth graders 

at area schools.

2017 $25,000

MT 1 Billings Cultural Partners, Inc. Challenge America Billings

To support the High Plains BookFest, a literary festival. Contemporary writers 

from the United States and Canada will be featured in a series of author 

readings and discussions. The festival is presented as a partnership among 

The Writer's Voice, Billings Cultural Partners, and Billings Public Library.

2018 $10,000

MT 1 Art Mobile of Montana Visual Arts Dillon

To support a traveling exhibition and visual arts education program. A 

specially equipped van will travel throughout the state, providing access to 

original artworks by Montana artists. Art-making activities will be offered in a 

range of media and will be accompanied by presentations from the artists. 

The program will provide resources for teachers in schools throughout the 

state, including those on the reservations of federal and state-recognized 

Native American tribes.

2017 $20,000

MT 1 Whitefish Theatre Co. Challenge America Whitefish

To support performances by Niyaz, a contemporary Middle Eastern music 

ensemble. Niyaz will perform adapted Middle Eastern folk songs and the 

poetry of Sufi mystic Rumi with Western electronic instrumentation and 

programming, as well as a multimedia show including advanced 

projection/body-mapping techniques that respond to sound and movement 

in real time. A free afternoon concert, including free transportation, will 

serve teens in at-risk youth programs. There will also be an evening public 

concert for the community.

2017 $10,000

MT 1
Alberta Bair Theater 

Corporation
Challenge America Billings

To support performances and outreach activities by Black Violin and Dance 

Theatre of Harlem. Performances of music and dance will be paired with 

associated activities such as public discussions, a school matinee, and a 

master class. The theater's programming serves an audience from small rural 

communities throughout south central Montana and northern Wyoming.

2017 $10,000



MT 1 Helena Presents
Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Helena

To support a series of guest artist residencies at the Myrna Loy Center. The 

center will present hip-hop theater artist Dahlak Brathwaite, and NEA Jazz 

Master Dr. Lonnie Smith and his trio. Artists will perform and engage with 

community members through educational and outreach components, 

including workshops and discussions. The Myrna Loy Center will work with a 

variety of community partners to tailor residency activities for each artist.

2018 $25,000

MT 1 Yellowstone Art Museum Museums Billings

To support an exhibition of work by Jaune Quick-to-See Smith and 

accompanying catalogue. The exhibition will feature paintings and prints 

spanning five decades of Quick-to-See Smith's (b. 1940) career, exploring 

how she navigated Native and non-Native painterly expression as well as 

concerns related to coming of age as a female during the height of the male-

dominated era of Abstract Expressionism. Quick-to-See Smith created her 

own visual language, one that is vivid, layered, symbolic, and unique in the 

canon of American art history. The exhibition, the first in her home state in 

more than 20 years, will include extensive public programming.

2017 $25,000

MT 1
Missoula Writing 

Collaborative
Arts Education Missoula

To support creative writing residencies for students. Led by professional 

writers, regional poets, and classroom teachers, students will study American 

Indian poets' work and learn to write various forms of poetry, such as odes, 

letter poems, and free verse about memory and place. The collaborative will 

disseminate the students' work through published anthologies and school 

readings. A digital anthology of select student poems will be translated into 

Salish and performed and recorded at a reading at Salish-Kootenai College. 

The year-long project is expected to serve elementary and middle school 

students on the Flathead Reservation of the Confederated Salish and 

Kootenai Tribes.

2018 $20,000

MT 1 Billings Symphony Society Challenge America Billings

To support performances and educational outreach by trumpeter Rex 

Richardson. Richardson will perform a selection of classic and contemporary 

works with the Billings Symphony Orchestra and Chorale. He will also visit 

local schools serving rural, low-income, and Native American students to 

provide outreach such as performances and workshops.

2017 $10,000

MT 1 MCT, Inc. Theater Missoula

To support Missoula Children's Theatre's national performing arts residency 

tour to underserved communities. Touring actors and directors will cast local 

youth in original musicals based on a classic fairy tale. The children will 

rehearse and perform at the culmination of one-week residencies. The 

residencies will include three age-specific workshops. Participants will gain 

theater knowledge, self-confidence, and life skills from the experience.

2017 $30,000

MT 1 Montana State University Theater Bozeman

To support the Montana Shakespeare in the Parks summer tour. The project 

will include a production of Shakespeare's "Macbeth" directed by Executive 

Artistic Director Kevin Asselin and "You Never Can Tell" directed by guest 

director Bill Brown. Professional theater productions will be performed in 

communities throughout Montana, northern Wyoming, eastern Idaho, and 

western North Dakota, with a special focus on rural, underserved areas. All 

performances will be offered at no cost to the audience in local parks and 

public spaces.

2017 $25,000



MT 1
Alberta Bair Theater 

Corporation
Challenge America Billings

To support a series of concert performances and related educational 

activities. As many as two guest artist groups will be featured, including 

Grammy Award-winning banjoist Bela Fleck with the string quartet Brooklyn 

Rider. Educational outreach will include activities such as master classes, 

workshops, and lectures.

2018 $10,000

MT 1 Archie Bray Foundation Visual Arts Helena

To support the Visiting Artist residency program. During the residencies, 

ceramic artists will receive studio space, artist fees, and full access to the 

Bray's extensive firing facilities and its clay manufacturing and distribution 

business. In addition to these visiting artists, ceramists from the artist 

collective Objective Clay will spend a month working in the Summer Studio 

facility and will lead a workshop and panel discussion. Visiting artists include 

Michael Connelly, Alleghany Meadows, Arthur Gonzalez, Molly Hatch, Kathy 

King, and Kristen Morgin. These artists will participate in public lectures and 

workshops culminating in an exhibition of representative work.

2017 $20,000

MT 1 Montana Arts Council State & Regional Helena N/A 2017 $779,700

MT 1 Archie Bray Foundation Visual Arts Helena

To support a visiting artist program in ceramics. As many as seven ceramic 

artists will be invited for month-long residencies that include studio space, 

artist fees, and full access to the Bray's extensive firing facilities and its clay 

manufacturing and distribution business. Visiting artists will conduct public 

workshops, display their work in a free exhibition, and present artist lectures.

2018 $23,000

MT 1 Helena Presents
Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Helena

To support a series of performances and accompanying engagement 

activities. The Myrna Loy Center will present work from artists in disciplines 

including dance, world music,and folk and traditional arts. Educational and 

outreach components will include in-school programs, workshops, and 

community dialogues. The Myrna Loy Center will work with a variety of 

community partners to tailor residency activities for each artist.

2017 $20,000

TOTAL: $1,182,700


