
State District Organization Name Discipline / Field City Project Description Fiscal Year Grant Amount

NJ 0 Montclair State University
Presenting & Multidisciplinary 

Works

Upper 

Montclair

To support the creation and presentation of new works at Peak 

Performances. Peak Performances will present works by theater ensemble 

Compagnia de' Colombari, choreographer Camille Brown, and composer Julia 

Wolfe in collaboration with cellist Maya Beiser. Each production will be 

accompanied by engagement activities including discussions, lectures, post-

show conversations, and pre-show previews.

2017 $40,000

NJ 0 DeSilva, Patricia Literature Howell N/A 2017 $25,000

NJ 0 Kurtti, Dionne Literature Montclair N/A 2018 $25,000

NJ 1

Rutgers, The State 

University of New Jersey-

Camden Campus

Literature Camden

To support the Writers at Camden series. The series brings established 

writers to Camden to give readings and lead free public writing workshops 

and literary discussions. One presentation in the series is devoted to 

providing insights into the contemporary publishing landscape, and features 

a publisher, agent, and editor on the topic of creating and promoting books.

2017 $10,000

NJ 2
Wheaton Arts and 

Cultural Center, Inc.
Artist Communities Millville

To support artist residencies for emerging and/or mid-career glass artists at 

the Creative Glass Center of America. Participants will be provided with 

access to studio facilities, materials, and housing, as well as a living stipend. 

Residencies also will be flexible, allowing artists the option of traditional three-

month residencies, intermittent residencies (repeat visits), or short-term, 

project-based support.

2017 $15,000

NJ 2
Wheaton Arts and 

Cultural Center, Inc.
Museums Millville

To support the Emanation Project, an artist residency and exhibition 

program. Artists with limited experience working in glass will be supported by 

a team of staff and glass artists and have access to use the resources of the 

Museum of American Glass at Wheaton to create installations. Each artist's 

work will culminate in an event or exhibition.

2017 $25,000

NJ 2
Wheaton Arts and 

Cultural Center, Inc.
Artist Communities Millville

To support artist residencies at the Creative Glass Center of America and 

related activities. Participants will be provided with access to studio facilities, 

materials, and housing, as well as a living stipend. Residencies also will be 

flexible, allowing artists the option of traditional three-month residencies, 

intermittent residencies (repeat visits), or short-term, project-based support.

2018 $20,000

NJ 3 Ocean County College Toms River

To support a storytelling and performance project for veterans and active 

duty military members. To celebrate the centennial of Joint Base McGuire-Dix-

Lakehurst, Ocean County College Repertory Theatre and The Grunin Center 

for the Arts will work with StoryCorps and The Telling Project to document 

veteran and active military members' stories and produce a play based on 

those narratives. Additional activities include a lecture by sculptor Brian 

Hanlon and a showing of the documentary "Of Men and War," which shares 

the experiences of veterans returning home with post-traumatic stress 

disorder.

2017 $10,000



NJ 4 Count Basie Theatre, Inc. Arts Education Red Bank

To support an emerging collective impact initiative that will increase access to 

the arts for students in central New Jersey. Collaborating partner 

organizations, including arts organizations, local and state agencies, and 

school districts, have developed the initiative's mission and goals and 

produced a strategic plan for the pilot phase, with the goal to create arts-rich 

schools and communities. Selected partner schools will develop arts plans 

which will include a school-wide audit of current programming and arts goals 

for the pilot year. Teaching artists will train classroom teachers in creative 

teaching strategies, and students and teachers will participate in artist 

residencies. Project leaders will work with a consultant to review data 

collected throughout the project, assess the project, and create resource 

materials. The initiative will serve Monmouth and Ocean counties in New 

Jersey.

2018 $100,000

NJ 4 Grounds For Sculpture Inc Museums Hamilton

To support the exhibition, "Joyce J. Scott: Harriet Tubman and Other Truths," 

and related programming. The exhibition features approximately 54 off-loom 

beaded glass and textile sculptures of Joyce J. Scott (b. 1948). The exhibition 

will include the creation of new work in the form of three large glass 

"avatars" of Harriet Tubman along with private possessions of Tubman 

imagined by Scott as well as three quilts by Elizabeth Talford Scott (1916-

2011), the artist's mother. Community engagement and education activities 

are a central component of the project involving Trenton and neighboring 

communities.

2017 $30,000

NJ 4
International Sculpture 

Center, Inc.
Visual Arts Hamilton

To support the publication of print and digital versions of "Sculpture" 

magazine and the "re:sculpt" blog. Articles and interviews will document and 

analyze new work by emerging and established sculptors while online 

features present sound, new media, kinetic, and performance works, 

including video interviews and studio tours. The blog supports high quality 

critical writing that explores methods and materials, exhibitions, the business 

of art, and book reviews.

2017 $20,000

NJ 4
Two River Theater 

Company
Theater Red Bank

To support a production of "Oo Bla Dee" by Regina Taylor. The play tells the 

story of a jazz band of African-American women traveling the country in the 

1940s, and carving out a place for themselves in a culture not yet safe for 

musicians of their race and gender. The production will be directed by Ruben 

Santiago Hudson and will feature actress S. Epatha Merkerson. Artistic 

Director John Dias, who has been actively developing the play with Taylor for 

several years, will serve as dramaturg for the production. The theater will 

feature supporting events in conjunction with the production, including 

talkbacks with the creative team, pre-show lectures, and a lobby installation 

focused on the roles of women during World War II.

2017 $20,000



NJ 4
International Sculpture 

Center, Inc.
Visual Arts Hamilton

To support the Dialogues and Discoveries project to facilitate conversations 

between working artists, writers, and the general public for publication in 

"Sculpture" magazine. Issues affecting the field of contemporary sculpture 

will be explored in articles, images, and videos in print and digital formats. 

Articles will include analysis of new work by emerging and established 

sculptors, while interviews will allow artists to discuss their work in their own 

words. Both print and online content will cover a rapidly evolving landscape 

of new ideas, practices, technologies, and media and include video interviews 

and studio tours. An accompanying blog will support the presentation of 

expert voices exploring methods and materials, exhibitions, national and 

international events, the business of art, and relevant book reviews.

2018 $20,000

NJ 4
New Jersey State Council 

on the Arts
State & Regional Trenton N/A 2017 $865,400

NJ 5
Peters Valley Craft Center, 

Inc.
Visual Arts Layton

To support efforts to recruit a more diverse student body, faculty, and staff at 

craft schools. The project will support research, planning, and development 

of strategies aimed at increasing ethnic, racial, and cultural diversity at 

Arrowmont, Haystack, Penland, Peters Valley, and Pilchuck, an arts and crafts 

consortium known as Craftschools.us. Efforts will include presenting the craft 

program and scholarship opportunities and awarding fellowships to students 

of color. Consortium members will meet regularly along with students of 

color who have attended workshops at the schools.

2017 $15,000

NJ 5
Fairleigh Dickinson 

University
Literature Teaneck

To support the publication of "The Literary Review." One planned issue will 

center on the theme of chemistry; another will center on new technologies, 

languages, communication, and outer space. The magazine's website, which 

will be upgraded as part of the project, will present weekly book reviews and 

highlight work from past and current issues.

2018 $10,000

NJ 6 coLAB Arts, Inc. Challenge America
New 

Brunswick

To support an artist residency project. An artist-in-residence will be selected 

and embedded in the work of the Lower Raritan Watershed, an 

environmental organization dedicated to conservation and restoration of the 

Raritan River. The artist will develop public artwork in the low-income 

community of New Brunswick, New Jersey, reflecting that organization's 

planning efforts.

2017 $10,000

NJ 6
Rutgers, The State 

University of New Jersey
Visual Arts

New 

Brunswick

To support an artist residency program at the Brodsky Center for 

contemporary Mexican and Mexican-American printmakers. Artists will 

create new work, participate in panel discussions, and engage with local 

schools, college students, and community members. Artists under 

consideration include Margarita Cabrera, Mariana Castillo Deball, Abraham 

Cruzvillegas, Minerva Cuevas, and Daniel Guzman. The residency is planned in 

conjunction with the exhibition "Visions of Mexico: Prints from the 1930s-

40s," presented by the Zimmerli Art Museum at Rutgers.

2018 $30,000

NJ 6
Rutgers, The State 

University of New Jersey
Visual Arts

New 

Brunswick

To support an artist residency for photographers to explore printmaking at 

the Brodsky Center for Innovative Editions. Photographers will be invited to 

participate and create new work in collaboration with master printmakers. 

The residency will highlight the continuity between photography and 

printmaking in order to understand how artists employ this multimedia 

approach in contemporary practice. Artist-lectures, programs for K-12 

students as well as the general public, and cross-media seminars will 

complement the residency.

2017 $25,000



NJ 7
National Consortium for 

Creative Placemaking
Design Union

To support a professional development initiative for the creative placemaking 

field, a Knowledge Building project. The National Consortium for Creative 

Placemaking will partner with regional arts organization South Arts and will 

coordinate with state arts agencies to convene regional summits and 

knowledge exchanges for creative placemaking and community development 

practitioners. The project also will include creation of a creative placemaking 

leadership guide and leadership coaching for professionals working on 

statewide and sub-regional efforts. Additional training and resources will be 

disseminated through freely available online webinars.

2017 $50,000

NJ 7
New Jersey Arts 

Education Partnership
Arts Education Warren

To support ArtsEdNow, a collective impact project for arts education in New 

Jersey. ArtsEdNow will expand statewide support for arts education by 

highlighting the benefits of arts education for students and bringing 

information and awareness to the public on the status of arts education in 

individual schools through the Model Schools Recognition Program and the 

NJ Arts Education Census Report. Arts education data will be shared at state, 

county, and regional stakeholder convenings and include professional 

development sessions to deepen understanding of how to use arts education 

data to pursuade teachers, superintendents, principals, parents, school board 

members, and cultural organizations to add or increase arts education to the 

school curriculum.

2017 $100,000

NJ 7
Wharton Institute for the 

Performing Arts
Challenge America

Berkeley 

Heights

To support performances and student workshops by hip-hop violinist Ezinma. 

Ezinma will provide workshops for music students that will connect classical 

music with popular culture. The project will culminate in a free community 

concert.

2018 $10,000

NJ 7
Wharton Institute for the 

Performing Arts
Music

Berkeley 

Heights

To support a community engagement project. The Paterson Music Project's 

Saturday Community Arts Program will enable audiences in Paterson, New 

Jersey, to engage with the performing arts as a community. Paterson Music 

Project, an El Sistema-inspired after-school program that began in 2013 at 

the Wharton Institute, will expand its reach and services to intergenerational 

communities. The Saturday immersive program will be open to students' 

siblings, parents, teachers, and friends. The program will allow participants to 

explore diverse musical genres, including Afro-Caribbean, Brazilian, and 

Cuban music.

2017 $15,000

NJ 7
Matheny School and 

Hospital, Inc.
Challenge America Peapack

To support a multidisciplinary public arts event featuring visual, literary, and 

performance works created by artists with disabilities. The event will consist 

of a gallery exhibition of visual art followed by a multimedia stage show of 

dramatic works, staged readings, and choreographed dance. Professional 

performers, designers, and curators will work alongside artists with 

disabilities to present their works.

2018 $10,000

NJ 7
Matheny School and 

Hospital, Inc.
Challenge America Peapack

To support Full Circle, a multidisciplinary project that will showcase art 

created by individuals with disabilities. The event will consist of a gallery 

exhibition of visual and written works, followed by a live multimedia stage 

show of dramatic, written, filmed, and choreographed pieces. Professional 

actors, dancers, and set designers will stage the original works created by 

program participants; the guest artists will work directly with them, meeting 

regularly before the performance and taking direction as to how their work 

should be presented.

2017 $10,000



NJ 7 Paper Mill Playhouse Theater Millburn

To support theater programs that serve the needs of children with austism 

and other social and cognitive disabilities. Project activities will include autism-

friendly performances; a year-long creative drama class for children with 

disabilities; and the Academy 360 Partnership, in which the theater will assist 

in developing and implementing a sequential, theater-integrated curriculum 

for elementary school students. The playhouse also will present outreach 

performances and will integrate Theater for Everyone into its Adopt-a-School 

project, which is intended to serve underserved New Jersey schools. In 

addition, an Autism Advisory team will provide ongoing expert guidance for 

the theater.

2017 $40,000

NJ 8
Town of Guttenberg, New 

Jersey
Design Guttenberg

To support a town-wide art project that integrates photography and 

storytelling in chronicling the lives of local residents of Guttenberg, New 

Jersey; in partnership with Guttenberg Arts. Work created will be displayed at 

venues throughout Guttenberg and will ultimately be housed in a permanent 

collection at a new community center. Complementary activities include free 

artist talks, exhibits, an arts festival, and free art workshops for residents.

2017 $25,000

NJ 9
ArtWorks The Naomi 

Cohain Foundation Inc.
Visual Arts Englewood

To support an arts workshop for pediatric patients with limited mobility. 

Teaching artist Deborah Dawson will offer resources and guidance in drawing 

and painting through the use of laser technology and vocal cues to actively 

engage youth participants in the creation of new art. Children facing chronic 

and life-limiting illnesses will receive one-on-one weekly instruction with the 

teaching artist to empower the participants to learn and engage in new forms 

of creative expression.

2017 $15,000

NJ 9
Hamilton Partnership for 

Paterson Inc
Design Paterson

To support the planning and design of an exhibition exploring Paterson, New 

Jersey's connection to the Silk Road, the ancient East-West routes of trade 

and cultural exchange. Influenced by Alexander Hamilton, Paterson's 

founder, the city became the world's largest producer of silk goods in the 

19th century, connecting and extending historic and modern trade routes 

into America. People from all over the world came to the Paterson silk mills, 

bringing their cultures, cuisines, religions, and languages. The temporary 

exhibition, designed for visitors to Paterson Great Falls National Park, will use 

clear, innovative design to convey Paterson's role in the material and cultural 

trade network that shaped today's global exchange of products and ideas.

2018 $20,000

NJ 9
Jewish Community Center 

on the Palisades
Arts Education Tenafly

To support salaries for the Music Discovery Partnership. The Thurnauer 

School of Music will provide music instruction to public school students in 

Englewood, New Jersey. Program components will include MDP I, in which 

students participate in year-long, after-school music instruction through 

musicianship classes, small group instrumental music instruction, and a 

Young People's Chorus. MDP II will enable selected MDP I students to 

continue their musical studies at the Thurnauer School of Music, participating 

in a conservatory-style music education through private lessons and 

performance opportunities.

2017 $20,000



NJ 9
Passaic County 

Community College
Local Arts Agencies Paterson

To support a series of visual and performing arts activities at Great Falls 

National Historical Park, with related outreach activities. Events will be 

presented by the Passaic County Cultural and Heritage Council, in partnership 

with the park, Paterson Public Schools, and local nonprofits. Proposed 

programming includes a community mural project, a temporary eco-

sculpture art installation, and a selection of poetry and photography 

workshops for youth.

2018 $20,000

NJ 9
Nai-Ni Chen Dance 

Company, Inc.
Challenge America Fort Lee

To support a series of performances that will celebrate the Chinese Lunar 

New Year through traditional and contemporary visual arts, music, and 

dance. Guest artists will include master paper cut artist Hotien Cheng, Kunqu 

Opera artist Yaozhong Zhang, and KuaiBan (Bamboo Rap) artist Ma Xing Ye. 

Outreach activities will include lectures, pre-and post-performance 

discussions featuring the guest artists, and a bilingual marketing campaign.

2018 $10,000

NJ 10
South Orange Performing 

Arts Center
Challenge America

South 

Orange

To support concerts featuring world music artists. Each performance will be 

followed by a facilitated discussion to give the artists the opportunity to talk 

about their artistic journey and the sources of their musical inspiration.

2017 $10,000

NJ 10 Jazz House Kids, Inc. Music Montclair

To support the Montclair Jazz Festival. Hosted by actor S. Epatha Merkerson 

and led by bassist Christian McBride, the one-day two-stage event will 

feature national and international jazz artists, as well as young, aspiring jazz 

musicians enrolled at the Jazz House Kids Summer Work Shop. Activities 

during the free, family-friendly festival may include a Family Jazz Discovery 

Zone with musical demonstrations, storytelling sessions in English and 

Spanish languages, and visual arts activities. The festival will take place at 

Nishuane Park in Montclair, New Jersey, and be live-streamed.

2017 $45,000

NJ 10 Jazz House Kids, Inc. Music Montclair

To support free musical performances and related family-oriented activities 

at the Montclair Jazz Festival. Co-hosted by actor S. Epatha Merkerson and 

radio personality Gary Walker from jazz station WBGO, and led by bassist 

Christian McBride, the free-of-charge, day-long, multi-stage outdoor event 

will feature national and international jazz artists, as well as performances by 

aspiring jazz musicians enrolled at the Jazz House Kids Summer Work Shop. 

Proposed headliners include pianist Monty Alexander and Harlem-Kingston 

Express, saxophonist Joshua Redman or the Maria Schneider Orchestra. 

Additional project activities in the Family Jazz Discovery Zone may include 

musical demonstrations, storytelling sessions in English and Spanish 

languages, and visual arts activities. The festival will take place at Nishuane 

Park in Montclair, New Jersey, and be livestreamed.

2018 $45,000



NJ 10 Newark Arts Council Arts Education Newark

To support Cultivating a Creative Newark, an arts education collective impact 

project. The Newark Arts in Education Roundtable will build upon the 

ongoing work of stakeholders who have together established a common 

framework for measuring the impact of arts education on students' social-

emotional and academic development. NAER will refine and expand the use 

of the common measurement tool, use data to develop powerful arts 

education impact stories, and coordinate efforts with a new Data Newark 

collaborative which uses data to improve educational outcomes for children. 

Professional development workshops will support more effective 

collaboration among school leaders and arts providers, adminstrators, 

teachers, and teaching artists. Site visits and post discussion visits will help 

arts organizations and partners to better understand quality and effective 

practices for arts education.

2017 $80,000

NJ 10
Newark Museum 

Association
Newark

In recognition of the Newark Museum Explorers Program. The college and 

career readiness program provides high school students, ages 15-18, in 

Newark, New Jersey, with museum-based internships, art history research 

projects, field trips, and life skills workshops.

2017 $10,000

NJ 10 Newark Public Radio, Inc. Media Arts Newark

To support the production of a weekly jazz performance series. Hosted by 

Grammy Award winner Christian McBride on WBJO Jazz 88.3, the series of 

radio broadcasts and webcasts titled "Jazz Night in America" features live 

performances, historic recordings, and interviews with jazz musicians. As 

host, McBride is positioned as both an insider and outsider, helping listeners 

understand the intricacies of jazz while at the same time learning about new 

music along with the audience. The series is available on more than 200 

public radio stations and online.

2017 $50,000

NJ 10 Aljira, Inc. Visual Arts Newark

To support a multimedia exhibition series presenting works by emerging and 

established U.S. artists. The year-long exhibition series exploring themes of 

American liberty and democracy will feature works by an artist from each 

state. Artists will be selected by lead curator Dexter Wimberly in consultation 

with colleagues from different regions of the country. A range of mediums, 

including drawing, performance, photography, sculpture, and video will be 

presented along with artist talks, K-12 educational programming, and an 

exhibition catalogue.

2018 $20,000

NJ 12 Rider University Challenge America
Lawrencevil

le

To support performances of "Anthracite Fields" by the Bang on a Can All-Stars 

with the Westminster Choir at the historic Roebling Wire Works factory in 

Trenton, New Jersey. "Anthracite Fields" by composer Julia Wolfe will be 

performed with the support of the university's Westminster Choir for the 

general public and for students and teachers from the Trenton Public 

Schools. "Anthracite Fields" commemorates Pennsylvania's historic coal 

mining industry and will be presented at the historic Roebling Wire Works 

factory. Pre- and post-performance activities will be tailored to the reach a 

low-income Trenton community that has limited access to the arts.

2017 $10,000



NJ 12
McCarter Theater 

Company
Theater Princeton

To support The McCarter Lab. The Lab provides tailored development 

support to a diverse group of artists annually and makes the new play 

development process accessible to community members each year. New play 

and artistic development activities will include play readings and workshops, 

an annual presentation of new work, an artist retreat, playwright 

commissions, and the production of a new play. The theater anticipates 

awarding new commissions to two playwrights and will continue 

development on in-process commissions to Christopher Durang, Lisa 

Peterson and Denis O'Hare, Rachel Bonds, and Heather Raffo.

2017 $35,000

NJ 12 Music For All Seasons, Inc. Music
Sotch 

Plains

To support music programs for children and families living in shelters. 

Designed primarily for children living in shelters who are victims of domestic 

violence, monthly programs by instrumentalists are planned in various 

venues in California, Connecticut, New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania. 

The interactive programs, reflecting a broad range of musical styles, will be 

presented in relaxed, family friendly gatherings, with each activity using 

music to help the residents continue the healing process.

2017 $15,000

NJ 12
Young Audiences of New 

Jersey Inc.
Arts Education Princeton

To support the Creativity Consultant Project, a professional development 

program for teachers. The program will train and empower classroom 

teachers to integrate dance, media, theater, literary, and visual arts across 

the curriculum. Participating schools will identify classroom teachers to be 

mentored by master teaching artists. Throughout the school year, the team 

will plan lessons, model innovative techniques of arts integration, co-teach 

lessons, and assess their work. By giving educators the tools, knowledge, and 

confidence to regularly embed the arts into their practice, teachers are able 

to develop methods of reaching all learners, enhancing student engagement, 

and promoting creativity in every aspect of student learning.

2017 $20,000

NJ 12
Trustees of Princeton 

University
Museums Princeton

To support Princeton University Art Museum's traveling exhibition on 

Athenian vase painting. "The Berlin Painter and his World: Athenian Vase 

Painting in the Early Fifth Century B.C." will focus on the red-figure artist 

known as the Berlin Painter, whose images provide a window into classical 

Greek culture and its subsequent impact on global civilization. The exhibition 

will examine these works from a variety of archaeological contexts-tombs, 

dwellings, and religious sites, such as the Athenian Acropolis.

2017 $30,000

TOTAL: $2,030,400


