
State District Organization Name Discipline / Field City Project Description Fiscal Year Grant Amount

OH 0 Washuta, Elissa Literature Columbus N/A 2018 $25,000

OH 0 Mad River Theater Works Theater Zanesfield

To support touring of original plays to underserved and primarily rural 

audiences. Children, youth, and seniors will experience theater residencies 

and workshops in a rural setting. Touring will occur throughout the 

Midwest and the Eastern seaboard. Productions include ensemble created 

works "Wings of Courage" and "John Henry." The project also includes the 

final development and touring of a new work focused on the historic civil 

rights actions of The Freedom Riders. The theater will partner with other 

theater companies and performing arts centers to offer programming to 

underserved youth and to communities at-large with evening 

presentations and weekend matinees.

2017 $10,000

OH 1
Mam-Luft and Company 

Dance, Inc.
Dance Cincinnati

To support the commissioning and presentation of new works by Ohio 

choreographers. The company will further its focus on cultivating local 

modern dance by commissioning company members Susan Honer and 

Elena Rodriguez Moore to create new works. Each choreographer will 

receive several weeks with company dancers and rehearsal space, in 

addition to production and documentation support. One of the works will 

be presented in a non-traditional venue and the other on Cincinnati's main 

stage for contemporary dance. Talk-backs, open rehearsals, meet-the-

artists opportunities, and free or discounted admission to underserved 

populations will be offered.

2017 $10,000

OH 1
Educational Theatre 

Association
Arts Education Cincinnati

To support a standards-based professional development program for 

teaching artists and theater educators. Pairs of secondary school theater 

educators and teaching artists will learn to explore the artistic processes of 

creating, performing, responding, and connecting from their 

complementary perspectives, allowing the artists to strengthen their 

teaching skills and challenging the teachers to stretch their artistry. As 

many as 15 teams will partner to build sequential standards-based theater 

lessons and applicable learning measurements for high school students 

during the 2018-19 school year. Based on a needs assessment of teachers 

and students done through an analysis of the National Core Theater 

Standards and the EdTA Opportunity-to-Learn Standards, collaborating 

teachers and teaching artists will work in a balanced selection of rural, 

urban, and suburban public high schools throughout the country.

2018 $36,000

OH 1
Cincinnati Shakespeare 

Company
Theater Cincinnati

To support PROJECT38. Through this arts education and community 

initiative, students will explore Shakespeare's text. During the year, 

students from local schools will work with the Cincinnati Shakespeare 

Company Resident Ensemble of teaching artists to co-create 

interpretations (dramatic, musical, visual, and dance) of all of 

Shakespeare's 38 plays. The project will culminate in a weekend festival in 

which all of the students will come together to share what they have 

created with their families, friends, and the community at large.

2017 $10,000



OH 1
Cincinnati Shakespeare 

Company
Theater Cincinnati

To support PROJECT38. Through this arts education and community 

initiative, students will directly engage with Shakespeare's text. Students 

from 38 schools will work with the Cincinnati Shakespeare Company 

Resident Ensemble of teaching artists to co-create 38 interpretations 

(dramatic, musical, visual, and dance) of all of Shakespeare's 38 plays. The 

project will culminate in a weekend festival in which all of the students will 

come together to share what they have created with their families, 

friends, and the community at-large.

2018 $15,000

OH 1 Mayerson Foundation Arts Education Cincinnati

To support visual arts, music, and dance artists residencies for students at 

the School for Creative  Performing Arts in Cincinnati. Students will attend 

master classes as well as receive coaching, private lessons, and mentorship 

from professional artists. The School for Creative and Performing Arts 

(SCPA) is a Cincinnati public school offering pre-professional arts training. 

Members of local organizations such as the Cincinnati Shakespeare 

Company, the Art Academy of Cincinnati, and the Cincinnati Opera, as well 

as visiting artists on tour to those local institutions will present the master 

classes at SCPA.

2017 $25,000

OH 1 Cincinnati Opera Association Opera Cincinnati

To support performances of "The Magic Flute" by Wolfgang Amadeus 

Mozart. The production was created by London-based theater company 

1927 and the Komische Oper Berlin (Germany), with the latter providing 

video projections. The composer's music will come to life through larger-

than-life animation and visual storytelling, and the resulting performances 

will combine film, performance, and music to give this traditional work a 

fresh and unique look. As many as three performances will take place at 

the Aronoff Center for the Arts in the summer of 2017.

2017 $30,000

OH 1
Cincinnati Ballet Company, 

Inc.
Dance Cincinnati

To support the dance productions of Nicolo Fonte's "Carmina Burana" and 

George Balanchine's "Serenade." Community engagement activities may 

include meet-the-artist events, open rehearsals, and reduced ticket price 

matinees for students and community groups. Performances will take 

place at the Music Hall.

2018 $15,000

OH 1
Cincinnati Ballet Company, 

Inc.
Dance Cincinnati

To support the creation of a new work by hip-hop choreographer Jennifer 

Archibald. As part of the ballet's Kaplan New Works Series, Archibald will 

collaborate with street artist Caledonia Dance Curry (aka Swoon). The 

collaboration will explore themes of poverty, hope, finding beauty in 

surprising places, and shared connections between choreographer and 

artist. The New Works Series is committed to celebrating innovation in 

dance.

2017 $20,000

OH 1
Cincinnati Symphony 

Orchestra
Music Cincinnati

To support Classical Roots, a series of concerts and recitals in celebration 

of African-American musical heritage. The multi-day event includes choral 

concerts, a young people's concert, and a community sing for amateur 

singers. The culminating concert, led by conductor John Morris Russell, will 

feature the orchestra along with guest artists and the Classical Roots 

Community Mass Choir, which comprises singers from local churches.

2018 $40,000



OH 1 Contemporary Arts Center Museums Cincinnati

To support an exhibition by Ugo Rondinone and accompanying catalogue. 

Swiss-born artist, Rondinone (b. 1964) will re-work a series he has done in 

other venues around the world, creating an immersive experience that 

combines a variety of materials and objects, the gallery architecture, and 

visitors as collaborators. The installation will include a neon rainbow, 

colored gels on the windows, floating mandalas, paintings, painted 

windows, and life-size, garishly-clad clown sculptures. Public programming 

will be developed in partnership with a variety of community 

organizations.

2017 $25,000

OH 1 Cincinnati Opera Association Opera Cincinnati

To support the U.S. premiere of "Another Brick in the Wall" with lyrics by 

Roger Waters and an operatic score by composer Julian Bilodeau. Based 

on the Pink Floyd album "The Wall" (1979) and the live-action/animated 

musical drama feature film "Pink Floyd - The Wall" (1982), the new opera 

uses the original lyrics and music with an entirely new score that includes 

musical elements from the album. The opera's themes of abandonment 

and personal isolation center on the character Pink, a rock star who is 

unable to cope with what his life has become. Each trauma in his life 

represents a brick in the metaphorical wall that Pink builds around himself 

to insulate him from society. Written for 8 soloists, a chorus of 48, and a 

70-piece orchestra, the creative team may include conductor Alain Trudel, 

stage director Dominic Champagne, set designer Stephane Roy, video 

designer Jean Ranger, costumer designer Marie-Chantale Vaillancourt, and 

lighting designer Etienne Boucher. As many as seven performances will 

take place at Music Hall in summer 2019.

2018 $30,000

OH 1
Contemporary Dance Theater, 

Inc.
Dance Cincinnati

To support the presentation of contemporary dance companies as part of 

the Guest Artist Series. In addition to performances, the companies will 

share a variety of activities with the community such as classes, lectures, 

and workshops. Activities for the traveling companies will be tailored to 

the contextual nature of the performances.

2017 $10,000

OH 1
Cincinnati Symphony 

Orchestra
Music Cincinnati

To support the Classical Roots concert. Under the direction of Cincinnati 

Pops conductor John Morris Russell, the concert will feature the orchestra 

along with guest artists and the Classical Roots Community Mass Choir, 

which comprises singers from local churches. The concert will take place in 

the Crossroads Church and will be a communitywide celebration of African-

American musical heritage.

2017 $40,000

OH 2
Cincinnati Museum 

Association
Museums Cincinnati

To support the exhibition, "Terracotta Army: Legacy of the First Emperor 

of China," and accompanying catalogue. The exhibition will explore the 

following themes: The Birth of the Qin Empire and Cultural Diversity in 

ancient China; the First Emperor and the Unified China; and the Quest for 

Immortality. Approximately 136 individual objects will be on display, 

including terracotta figures of warriors, arms and armor, ritual bronze 

vessels, works in gold and silver, jade, jewelry, and ceramics drawn from 

the collections of art museums and archaeological institutes in Shaanxi 

Province, China. Public programs will include lectures, art-making 

workshops, and development of a special tour for individuals with memory 

loss.

2018 $35,000



OH 2
Cincinnati Playhouse in the 

Park
Theater Cincinnati

To support the premiere of "All The Roads Home" by Jen Silverman. Three 

generations of women and the legacies they inherit are portrayed in this 

coming-of-age story. Each woman, and subsequently her daughter, rebel 

against a small town to chase a fantasy that may or may not be her own. 

This piece aligns with the theater's mission to produce new work to 

support the evolution of the American theater canon and continued 

commitment to celebrating women's stories and the issues they 

encompass.

2017 $10,000

OH 2
Cincinnati Playhouse in the 

Park
Theater Cincinnati

To support the premiere of "Be Here Now" by Deborah Zoe Laufer. 

Themes of depression and isolation in contemporary society are addressed 

in the story about a deeply cynical and woefully underemployed woman 

who is surrounded by painfully cheerful coworkers at a small-town 

fulfillment center. Based on a medical condition (Geschwind Syndrome) 

and the stories of people who have had it, the play asks what we are 

willing to do for love and happiness and to create meaning in our lives.

2018 $15,000

OH 3 OhioDance Dance Columbus

To support the virtual archiving and accessibility of Ohio's dance history. 

The project will include the creation of a documentary film based on the 

OhioDance Virtual Dance Collection, the expansion of the collection with 

additional interviews, and the development of workshops and materials to 

build dance literacy that will be shared with schools throughout Ohio. The 

project will honor historic contributions to dance in Ohio and create 

visibility for Ohio artists, while engaging the general public and current and 

future dance audiences with an understanding of the importance of dance 

literacy.

2018 $10,000

OH 3 Ohio Arts Council State & Regional Columbus N/A 2017 $965,500

OH 3 Wexner Center Foundation Media Arts Columbus

To support artist residencies and facilities access for the Film/Video Studio 

program. Filmmakers will receive support through access to production 

facilities, technical equipment, and curatorial consultation while 

developing new projects. Artists Penny Lane, Jennifer Reeder, and Kevin 

Jerome Everson will participate in year-long residencies to create new 

works with a focus on Ohio, and will present their projects in master 

classes for area students, public screenings, and filmmaker discussions.

2017 $25,000

OH 3 Wexner Center Foundation
Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Columbus

To support a series of residencies and commissions. Choreographer Bebe 

Miller will participate in a creative residency to develop new work. 

Additionally, the Wexner will present a multimedia collaboration between 

the Kronos Quartet and filmmaker Sam Green, as well as present British 

theater company Improbable. Artists also will participate in engagement 

activities including student discussions, master classes, and post-show 

question-and-answer sessions.

2017 $35,000

OH 3 Ballet Metropolitan, Inc. Dance Columbus

To support the presentation of "Romeo and Juliet," by Edwaard Liang. 

BalletMet will stage this three-act performance for its Ohio premiere 

which will include elaborate sets and costumes, swordfights, and dramatic 

choreography. Students in BalletMet's Dance Academy will be cast in a 

variety of character roles. Educational components will include a 

performance for school children and study materials for teachers to 

integrate in their classrooms. The ballet will be performed at the Ohio 

Theatre in Columbus.

2017 $20,000



OH 3
Opera Association of Central 

Ohio
Opera Columbus

To support a professional development training collaboration between 

Opera Columbus and The Juilliard School. In its inaugural year, the 

collaboration will provide Juilliard's Artist Diploma in Opera Studies 

participants with employment, a support system, and an environment to 

try new repertoire, take artistic risks, and work on their craft. Participants 

will receive professional experience in a regional opera company as they 

will be engaged to make their professional debut in principal roles in 

Opera Columbus' mainstage productions. Artistic Director Peggy Kriha Dye 

will work with Juilliard Director of Opera Studies Stephen Wadsworth to 

determine principal roles suited for each student, who will be featured in 

new productions during the year.

2017 $12,000

OH 4 Heidelberg University Music Tiffin

To support the New Music Artist-in-Residence Program including the 

commissioning of a new choral work. The residency, an exploration of the 

human voice, will feature composer Tom Cipullo, Michael John Trotta and 

vocal ensemble Ekmeles. The composer and vocal ensemble will present 

clinics and coaching sessions for music majors, workshops for the 

community, public school programs, pre-concert community discussions, 

free evening concerts, and the premiere of the new work performed by 

the Heidelberg Concert Choir, faculty, and guest artists.

2017 $15,000

OH 5
Bowling Green State 

University Main Campus
Bowling Green

To support marketing and administrative costs for "Living American 

Composers: New Music from Bowling Green." Produced by Bowling Green 

State University and WGTE Public Media, the series will feature live 

concert recordings from the New Music Festival and Music at the 

Forefront contemporary music concert series, as well as commercial 

discography of related composers. The program is currently carried by 175 

radio stations across the country, largely in rural areas, and in several 

international markets.

2017 $10,000

OH 6
Hippodrome Colony Historical 

Theatre Association, Inc.
Marietta

To support public theatrical performances. The Hipp-Stage Production 

Company's productions of "Cabaret" and Shakespeare's "Merchant of 

Venice" will be a collaboration with Marietta College. "Cabaret" will be 

staged at the historic Peoples Bank Theatre. The free performances of 

"Merchant of Venice" will be presented in Muskingum Park on the banks 

of the Muskingum River.

2017 $10,000

OH 7 Kenyon Review Literature Gambier

To support the publication and promotion of the print journal and "KR 

Online." Released bimonthly, the print magazine features contemporary 

poetry, fiction, creative nonfiction, literary criticism, translations, and 

playwriting. The online magazine features original creative work in 

addition to author conversations and other content. A new section of the 

site, "KR Reviews," will consolidate book reviews from both the print and 

online magazines into a web portfolio, dedicating space to the continued 

publication of reviews and making these reviews easier to find.

2017 $20,000

OH 7 Kenyon Review Literature Gambier

To support the publication and promotion of the print journal and "KR 

Online." Released bimonthly, the print journal features contemporary 

poetry, fiction, creative nonfiction, literary criticism, translations, and 

playwriting. The biweekly, online journal publishes original creative work 

in addition to author interviews, book reviews, and a podcast. The journal 

will expand its podcast offerings, as well as initiate a new YouTube channel 

through which it will offer a video series.

2018 $20,000



OH 8 Westcott House Foundation Design Springfield

To support pilot programming for Immerse in Design, a design education 

program for K-12 students and adult audiences. Covering a wide range of 

design topics, including architecture, graphic design, typography, and 3D 

model and craft making, courses will be offered as a blend of after school, 

in-school, weekend and summer programming. Immerse in Design will be 

hosted in schools and at Westcott House, which was designed by Frank 

Lloyd Wright and is open to the public as a house museum and design 

center. The program is a pilot to plan, test, implement, and evaluate 

curriculum that will be offered at the Center for Architecture + Design, 

Westcott's new initiative formed through local partnerships to establish a 

more prominent presence for architecture and design education in the 

region.

2018 $20,000

OH 8
Shakespeare Theatre 

Association
Theater Oxford

To support an annual conference for producers of Shakespeare. Member 

theater companies will convene at the Cincinnati Shakespeare Company in 

January 2018. Conference programming will focus on expanding the 

relevancy of Shakespeare, while exploring and creating new ways to 

extend the work of member companies deeper into communities. The 

conference will provide support and mentorship to member companies 

through discussions, presentations, workshops, performances, and 

training opportunities.

2017 $15,000

OH 9 Toledo Opera Association Opera Toledo

To support the Opera on Wheels touring production. A condensed 45-

minute, age-appropriate adaptation of "Who's Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf?" 

created by Joshua Borths, designed by James Norman, and based Mozart's 

"Don Giovanni" will be the 2017-18 touring production. An online teacher 

guide comprising music excerpts, background information on the opera, as 

well as comprehension and application activities will be made available to 

teachers. Students will receive a follow-up piece to take home that 

includes activities encouraging them to reflect with family members on the 

performance and on what an opera is. Four resident artists and a pianist 

will perform on the school tour to reach elementary and middle school 

students in Ohio and southern Michigan.

2017 $10,000

OH 9
Toledo Orchestra Association, 

Inc.
Music Toledo

To support the orchestra's music festival celebrating the contributions of 

African-American musicians. Programming for the North Star Festival will 

explore the musical journey of African Americans from the pre-Civil War 

era of the 1850s to the 1960s. Repertoire will include works by American 

composers Alice Gomez and Duke Ellington, as well as spirituals and 

freedom songs. Guest artist soprano Kathleen Battle will be featured in a 

concert program titled Underground Railroad: A Spiritual Journey. The 

orchestra will present the North Star Festival in collaboration with local 

organizations, such as Toledo Opera, Toledo Lucas County Public Library, 

and Lathrop House, a stop along the Underground Railroad in Ohio.

2018 $10,000

OH 9 Toledo Opera Association Opera Toledo

To support the premiere of "I Dream" a rhythm-and-blues opera by 

composer and librettist Douglas Tappin. The opera takes place during the 

last 36 hours of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s life, with flashbacks to the 

beginnings of the Civil Rights movement and his relationship with his wife 

Coretta. The opera will be presented in collaboration with Opera Carolina.

2018 $10,000



OH 10
Dayton Contemporary Dance 

Guild, Incorporated
Dance Dayton

To support the creation of a dance work inspired by painter James Pate. 

The dance will interpret the content of a series of Pate's paintings 

depicting violence among African-American youth. The work will be 

created by multiple choreographers to include Jennifer Archibald. 

Outreach activities may take place at the National Underground Railroad 

Freedom Center in a town hall format where people who live in 

neighborhoods affected by violence may speak of their experiences.

2018 $10,000

OH 10
Community Media 

Productions Group Inc.
Media Arts Yellow Springs

To support the completion of a documentary directed by Julia Reichert and 

Steven Bognar on the 9 to 5 movement of women office workers in the 

1970s. The film will feature stories of women who gathered in cities such 

as Boston, Cleveland, Seattle, and New York City to protest gender 

discrimination in the workplace and played a formative role in the 1970s 

women's movement. Incorporating interviews with the movement's 

participants, archival footage, and cultural touchstones such as the 1980 

film "9 To 5," the documentary will focus on the movement's history and 

its enduring legacy.

2017 $30,000

OH 10
Dayton Performing Arts 

Alliance
Music Dayton

To support the Stained Glass Series of community concerts in churches 

performed by the Dayton Philharmonic. The Sunday afternoon free 

concerts will feature the orchestra in performance with the host church's 

choir and, where appropriate, local soloists and guest artists. Programming 

may include a work from the standard orchestral repertoire including 

works by composers of African and African-American origin interspersed 

with choral and gospel pieces.

2017 $10,000

OH 11 City of Shaker Heights, Ohio Design Shaker Heights

To support art events and cultural planning for public places for the 

Moreland district of Shaker Heights. The project includes a series of 

community conversations around re-imagining the neighborhood, a call 

for artists for the design of neighborhood gateways and historical markers 

to help distinguish the area, and a series of summer arts-related events 

celebrating the community's assets. The City of Shaker Heights is 

partnering with the Cleveland Festival of Art and Technology on this 

initiative to rebuild the infrastructure and improve housing for the 

estimated 1,760 residents of a low-income neighborhood in Shaker 

Heights.

2017 $50,000

OH 11 ChamberFest Cleveland Music University Heights

To support ChamberFest Cleveland. The theme of the festival, Cycles: 

Phases, will be presented in venues throughout Cleveland. Works will be 

selected that reflect the complexity and depth of the human experience 

such as Tchaikovsky's Piano Trio (in memory of a pianist Nikolai 

Rubinstein), Brahms's Clarinet Trio (written late in his life), and Ligeti's 

Horn Trio (written in homage to Brahms). Educational activities may 

include a family concert and master classes.

2017 $10,000



OH 11
Northeast Ohio Center for 

Choreography
Dance Akron

To support a series of research and development residencies for 

choreographers. Each residency will offer choreographers and visiting 

dancers two or more weeks of unrestricted access to studio space to 

explore new concepts and develop new works. In addition, the program 

will provide production support, housing/per diems, transportation, and 

financial support to the artists. There will be multiple opportunities for the 

public to interact with the visiting artists, such as through work-in-progress 

showings, meet-the-artist events, and opportunities for students, pre-

professional, and professional dancers to attend creative work sessions, 

company rehearsals and/or master classes. Featured artists will include 

Tere O'Connor and BODYTRAFFIC.

2017 $10,000

OH 11 L.A.N.D. studio, Inc. Creativity Connects Cleveland

To support arts outreach activities for community revitalization in 

partnership with the Northeast Ohio Faith-Based Collaborative (NEO FBC). 

In response to the Opportunity Corridor, a major community development 

plan underway in Cleveland, LAND studio (Landscape Art Neighborhoods 

Development) will work with NEO FBC to develop a comprehensive public 

art and programming plan that engages community groups, residents, 

cultural institutions, artists, and the local faith community. NEO FBC, a 

nonprofit dedicated to improving the impact of religious institutions in 

their communities, will select several churches in neighborhoods affected 

by the Corridor project to deliver arts activities that empower and 

celebrate parishioners and area residents. Churches in these 

neighborhoods are already overworked addressing issues of hunger and 

poverty and do not have the means to invest in cultural capital. The 

collaboration will provide them with resources to build capacity to use the 

arts for community revitalization.

2017 $60,000

OH 11 Rainey Institute Music Cleveland

To support El Sistema@Rainey Orchestral Music Program. Students in 

grades two through eight will take musicianship classes and rehearse in 

instrumental ensembles after each school day. The program will present 

frequent public performances in the surrounding vicinity to help build a 

sense of community. Instruments will be provided free-of-charge in 

partnership with the Cleveland Orchestra.

2017 $10,000

OH 11 Rainey Institute Music Cleveland

To support El Sistema@Rainey Orchestral Music Program. Students in 

grades two through eight will take musicianship classes and rehearse in 

instrumental ensembles after each school day. The program will present 

frequent public performances in the surrounding vicinity to help build a 

sense of community. Instruments will be provided free-of-charge in 

partnership with the Cleveland Orchestra.

2018 $10,000

OH 11 Sculpture Center Visual Arts Cleveland

To support commissioning, exhibition opportunities, and a catalogue for 

the Window to Sculpture emerging artists series. Sculpture Center will 

invite emerging artists in the region to create new work. The work will be 

exhibited and accompanied by educational programs and interpretive 

brochures for each artist. A catalogue with scholarly essays will be 

produced to document the series.

2017 $15,000



OH 11 L.A.N.D. studio, Inc. Design Cleveland

To support a design and planning process for the Doan Brook corridor. 

LAND studio will create connections between Doan Brook and nearby 

neighborhoods, particularly Buckeye, a community challenged with issues 

of poverty and abandonment. The plan will focus on developing better 

access to public green space and improved pedestrian access along this 

urban waterway. The neighborhoods connected by the brook vary greatly 

in economic health, ranging from some of Cleveland's most disadvantaged 

sections to University Circle, the region's center of arts and culture, higher 

learning, and health care. The project will engage communities and 

professionals through a variety of outreach strategies.

2017 $30,000

OH 11 CityMusic Cleveland Challenge America Cleveland

To support a multimedia chamber music performance, including 

accordion, piano, and video. Guest artist Merima Kljuco will orchestrate 

and perform her work, "The Sarajevo Haggadah: Music of the Book," 

inspired by writer Geraldine Brooks' novel, "People of the Book." The story 

of the Haggadah will be accompanied by a second parallel tale set in 

contemporary Mali and related to the preservation of 14th-16th century 

illuminated Islamic texts, inspired by writer Joshua Hammer's best-selling 

novel, "The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu." This project is a partnership 

between CityMusic Cleveland and community groups such as the Maltz 

Museum of Jewish Heritage, Cleveland Public Library, the Islamic Center of 

Cleveland, and Anshe Cheses Fairmount Temple.

2018 $10,000

OH 11 Professional Flair, Inc. Dance Cleveland

To support the restaging and presentation of the ballet "Rodeo." The 

Dancing Wheels Company and School will restage Agnes de Mille's master 

work, "Rodeo." Raymond Rodriguez, who studied under de Mille, will set 

the work on the company. The work will premiere at Cleveland's 

Playhouse Square.

2017 $10,000

OH 11 Verb Ballets Challenge America Shaker Heights

To a residency with choreographer Tommie-Waheed Evans during Black 

History Month in Lorain County, Ohio. Evans will create a piece for Verb 

Ballets to perform at local schools, nursing homes, and community 

centers. Evans will lead a discussion to address some of the topics found in 

the work, prior to a culminating performance.

2018 $10,000

OH 11
Cleveland International Film 

Festival, Inc.
Media Arts Cleveland

To support the 41st Cleveland International Film Festival. The festival will 

present contemporary feature-length and short films from around the 

world, complemented by interactive panel discussions and educational 

programs for junior high and high school students. Festival programs also 

will include cinema from the African Diaspora, the work of Asian and 

Pacific Islander filmmakers, and a series of films devoted to dance, 

photography, drama, and other art forms.

2017 $10,000

OH 11
Apollo's Fire, The Cleveland 

Baroque Orchestra
Music Cleveland Heights

To support a semi-staged production and tour of Monteverdi's opera, 

"L'Orfeo." Performances are scheduled to take place in Cleveland, Ohio; 

Ann Arbor, Michigan; and in Berkeley and Sonoma, California. The 

landmark opera of 1607, based on the Greek legend of Orpheus and 

Eurydice, is considered the earliest work in operatic history that is 

regularly performed today. The new production will feature as many as 44 

performers including soloists, strings, sackbuts, lutes, recorders, 

renaissance harp, chorus, and period dancers. Artistic Director Jeannette 

Sorrell will conduct from the harpsichord. Educational activities may 

include pre- and post-concert discussions, workshops, and master classes.

2018 $35,000



OH 11
Cleveland International Film 

Festival, Inc.
Media Arts Cleveland

To support the 42nd Cleveland International Film Festival and related 

public programming. The festival will present contemporary feature-length 

and short films from around the world, complemented by interactive 

panel discussions as well as educational programs for junior high and high 

school students. This year's festival program will include a special focus on 

female filmmakers.

2018 $20,000

OH 11
Cuyahoga Community College 

Foundation
Music Cleveland

To support musical performances and educational activities at the Tri-C 

JazzFest jazz festival. The educational jazz festival will offer as many as 

nine ticketed performances in three Playhouse Square theaters. As many 

as 18 free outdoor concerts will feature Cleveland area artists. Proposed 

headliners for up to nine ticketed indoor concerts include NEA Jazz Master 

Dee Dee Bridgewater as well as Common, Grace Kelley, Joshua Redman 

and Snarky Puppy. Educational activities for jazz students may include 

clinics, master classes, and workshops taught by selected guest artists. 

Exemplary student ensembles may be invited to perform at the festival.

2018 $20,000

OH 11 Zygote Press, Inc. Visual Arts Cleveland

To support "The Expanded Broadside" project. The project will focus on 

the idea of print as a vital community communication tool. Activities will 

coincide with FRONT International, a new triennial event that will bring 

regional and international artists to Cleveland. The project has four major 

components: an exhibition titled "The Expanded Broadside," public 

programming related to the exhibition, residencies for local and national 

artists, and development of print editions that will further expose the 

Cleveland community to the national and international artists participating 

in the triennial event.

2018 $20,000

OH 11 Cleveland Museum of Art Museums Cleveland

To support a research project to assess the sustained engagement value of 

technology on art museum visitors. Partnering with a prominent research 

firm, the museum will focus on assessing the impact of Gallery One, a 

digital wall that is highly interactive and features the largest multi-touch 

MicroTile screen in the United States, capable of displaying more than 

4,000 objects from its collection. Gallery One enables visitors to customize 

their experience, create their own tours, and put together personal and 

priceless collections, enhancing their visit using their own mobile devices. 

The research is designed to answer questions and assess assumptions 

related to how the new technology expands the relationship visitors have 

with the collection, what metrics best measure this value, and its effect on 

the attendance figures of new visitors and millennials.

2017 $40,000

OH 11 Cleveland Public Theatre, Inc. Theater Cleveland

To support the premiere of "The Mask of Flight." The play is inspired by 

the ways we cover and uncover ourselves. The ensemble will investigate 

the theme of masking through various examples of veiling. The theater will 

make a special effort to engage artists and audiences from communities of 

color and other underserved groups. All performances will take place at 

the Cleveland Public Theatre.

2018 $10,000



OH 11 Cleveland Play House Arts Education Cleveland

To support the development of school-based theater programs. Students 

and teachers will benefit from a specialized curriculum and training 

materials that will help them create their own drama programs. Teaching 

artists will provide monthly, skill-building workshops and master classes 

for students. Teachers will attend monthly professional development 

meetings to learn to use the curriculum and digital teacher's manual.

2017 $20,000

OH 11 SPACES Visual Arts Cleveland

To support the SPACES World Artists Program. Artists will participate in 

four- to eight-week residencies that will include studio space, housing, a 

stipend, a materials budget, and exhibition opportunities. Program 

documentation will include a brochure with critical essays and video for 

presentation in the gallery, on YouTube, and on the organization's website. 

Artists will work closely with local communities during the production 

process, and interact with audiences throughout their residency. Artists 

invited to participate include Michael Rakowitz (Chicago), Ward Shelley 

(Brooklyn), Mahwish Chishty (Ohio), James Webb (South Africa), Hong-An 

Truong (North Carolina/New York), and Huong Ngo (Chicago).

2018 $30,000

OH 11
Cleveland Modern Dance 

Association
Dance Cleveland

To support DANCECleveland's performances, residency, and educational 

activities. Companies to be presented will include Grupo Corpo, Che 

Malambo, and Hubbard Street Dance Chicago. DANCECleveland will co-

present dance companies in partnership with American Dance Festival in a 

program called ADF in CLE. Performances will be accompanied by free 

master classes for local dancers and dance students. DANCECleveland also 

will continue its early childhood literacy and movement program, Read to 

Learn...Dance to Move, that helps pre-school and Kindergarten children 

improve their reading readiness and embrace creative movement.

2018 $25,000

OH 11
Cuyahoga Community College 

Foundation
Dance Cleveland

To support artists fees for performances and residency activities of Dance 

Theatre of Harlem. Tri-C Presents and DANCECleveland will co-present the 

company. Performances will include works by choreographers Dianne 

McIntyre and Francesca Harper. Residency activities include an open 

rehearsal for area students, a workout training session for high school 

athletes, a virtual conversation on writing about dance with DTH Artistic 

Director Virginia Johnson and journalism students, and additional outreach 

activities. Events will take place in and around downtown Cleveland.

2017 $20,000

OH 11 GroundWorks Dancetheater Dance Cleveland

To support guest artist residencies and associated programming. As many 

as three artists will be invited to spend a creative residency period of 

several weeks in Cleveland for the purpose of creating new work with 

GroundWorks Dancetheater. Through these residencies the company will 

expand its repertory. In addition to creating new works, guest artists may 

lead master classes, workshops, and other community outreach activities 

to coincide with the performance series.

2017 $10,000



OH 11
Cuyahoga Community College 

Foundation
Music Cleveland

To support artist fees for the Tri-C JazzFest. The educational jazz festival 

will offer ticketed performances in three Playhouse Square theaters, 

curated to acknowledge the 2017 centennials of NEA Jazz Masters Ella 

Fitzgerald and Dizzy Gillespie as well as of Tadd Dameron and Thelonious 

Monk. Free outdoor concerts will feature Cleveland area artists. The artist-

in-residence will be trumpeter and composer Terence Blanchard. Ancillary 

educational activities for local jazz students will include clinics, master 

classes, and workshops taught by featured visiting artists. Exemplary 

student ensembles may be invited to perform at the festival.

2017 $20,000

OH 11
Apollo's Fire, The Cleveland 

Baroque Orchestra
Music Cleveland Heights

To support a 25th anniversary festival of concerts featuring symphonic 

music of Beethoven on period instruments. Programming will include 

performances of Symphony No. 5 and the Violin Concerto with American 

soloist Noah Bendix-Balgley, concertmaster at the Berlin Philharmonic. Pre-

concert talks on Beethoven's life will be presented by visiting scholar 

Thomas Forrest Kelly of Harvard University. Other educational events will 

include post-concert discussions and family concerts.

2017 $35,000

OH 11 Verb Ballets Challenge America Shaker Heights

To support a memory and dance project at assisted living facilities in 

Cleveland, Ohio. Guest artists, dancer and choreographer Diane McIntyre 

and African drummer Linda Thomas Jones, will collaborate with Verb 

Ballets dancers to conduct movement workshops, gathering the personal 

life stories of older adults as material to develop original dances. The 

dances will then be performed by Verb Ballets dancers and residents at 

each facility, as well as in public performance at the Verb Ballet studio.

2017 $10,000

OH 11 Cleveland Public Theatre, Inc. Theater Cleveland

To support the premiere of "I Call My Brothers" by Jonas Hassen Khemiri. 

Translated by Rachel Willson-Broyles, the show portrays a man who walks 

the city with his backback and cell phone, confronting fear and paranoia, 

as he tries to blend in after the city has experienced an explosion.

2017 $20,000

OH 11 SPACES Visual Arts Cleveland

To support the SPACES World Artists Program. Artists will participate in for 

four- to eight-week residencies that will include studio space, housing, a 

stipend, a materials budget, and exhibition opportunities. Program 

documentation will include a brochure with critical essays and video for 

presentation in the gallery, on YouTube, and on the organization's website.

2017 $30,000

OH 11 Akron Art Museum Museums Akron

To support the exhibition "Open World: Video Games  Contemporary Art," 

exploring the influence of video games on contemporary art and artists 

and accompanying catalogue. Approximately 15 artists will be featured, 

focusing on the ways video games have affected their practices. The 

exhibition will feature many mediums including video, sculpture, painting, 

and virtual reality. Accompanying programming will include artist 

presentations, video game workshops, and hands-on activities for youth 

and adults. Production of a catalogue will offer new scholarship on the 

exhibition thesis and the work of participating artists. It is anticipated that 

the exhibition will travel to three additional venues.

2018 $30,000



OH 11
Cleveland Modern Dance 

Association
Dance Cleveland

To support DANCECleveland's performances, residency, and educational 

activities. Companies to be presented will include Jessica Lang Dance, 

Ballet Biaritz, and Dance Theater of Harlem. Performances will be 

accompanied by master classes for high school, pre-professional, and 

professional dancers. In addition, artists will participate in community 

appearances, pre-performance chats, and post-performance question-and-

answer sessions. DANCECleveland also will continue its early childhood 

literacy and movement program, Read to Learn...Dance to Move, that 

helps pre-school and kindergarten children improve their reading 

readiness and embrace creative movement.

2017 $30,000

OH 11 Musical Arts Association Opera Cleveland

To support a new production of "Pelleas et Melisande" by composer 

Claude Debussy at the Cleveland Orchestra. The production will weave 

technology and theater into the music. The creative team will include 

director Yuval Sharon and conductor Franz Welser-Most. The cast includes 

baritone Elliot Madore, soprano Martina Jankova, bass-baritone Hanno 

Muller-Brachmann, and mezzo-soprano Nancy Maultsby. Audiences will be 

reached through performances at Severance Hall, a radio broadcast, a 

lecture series, and through related education workshops to engage college 

students in the creation, staging, and production of the opera.

2017 $35,000

OH 12 Gotham Dance, Inc. Dance Columbus

To support the presentation of new works by choreographer Bebe Miller, 

creative residencies, and a convening. The project will include 

performances of Bebe Miller Company's (BMC) newest dance works in 

venues in New York, Ohio, and Washington State, complemented by 

salons, open rehearsals, talks, and workshops that reveal artists' research 

to the public, as well as media installations of related materials. There will 

be a national distribution of an e-book and archival website, serving as a 

resource and template for creative process documentation geared for 

academic and artist audiences. Lastly, BMC will hold a national convening 

of artists, administrators, presenters, curators, archivists, scholars and 

technologists to share innovative, artist-driven methodologies for tracking 

and archiving the creative process.

2017 $30,000

OH 12 Otterbein University Visual Arts Westerville

To support the exhibition and artists residency, "Between Us: Identity and 

Relationship in Tibetan Contemporary Art." The series will explore 

contemporary Tibetan art featuring the work of brothers Tsherin Sherpa 

and Tulku Jamyang. Although their work is rooted in the traditional 

thangka painting style that features meditational figures or Buddhist 

teachings, the artists' current work explores issues related to identity, 

cultural shifts, and modernity. A panel discussion and exhibition catalogue 

will cover Tibetan contemporary art, its relationship to traditional Tibetan 

art, and its role in defining an emerging Tibetan culture in the diaspora.

2017 $20,000



OH 12 Otterbein University Visual Arts Westerville

To support a multimedia exhibition and related programming exploring 

issues related to resettlement and immigration by Somali artists in central 

Ohio. Through the presentation of photographs, videos and words of 

Somali refugees, the exhibition and related programming will explore the 

notion of place in refugee communities, with emphasis on how the 

physical experience of place and displacement affects identity. The 

exhibition will feature the work of photographer and documentary 

filmmaker Tariq Tarey and the poetry of Ladan Osman, both Somali 

refugees. An exhibition catalogue and panel discussion will accompany the 

exhibition.

2018 $15,000

OH 13
Butler Institute of American 

Art
Youngstown

To support the exhibition "Alice Aycock: Drawings and Other Works" and 

related outreach activities. Drawings and small-scale sculptures by sculptor 

and installation artist Alice Aycock will be exhibited at the Butler Institute 

of American Art in Youngstown, Ohio. The exhibition will be 

complemented by gallery lectures, workshops, family programming, and 

docent-led tours.

2017 $10,000

OH 14
Fine Arts Association 

Willoughby
Arts Education Willoughby

To support the ArtsCarts program. Students at a Title I elementary school 

will participate in an immersive program that integrates language arts with 

theater and visual arts. Students will explore literature through reading 

and storytelling sessions. The books will serve as a foundation for drama 

and visual arts workshops led by trained instructors. Basic props and 

scenery will be created for use at a Family Literacy Night to showcase 

student performances and an exhibition of visual arts.

2017 $10,000

OH 15 ShadoArt Productions, Inc. Theater Columbus

To support the creation and production of "Circle of Blood," a new 

multimedia theatrical work by Shadowbox Live. Created in collaboration 

with David Mack, author and illustrator of the "Kabuki" graphic novels, the 

production will combine kabuki makeup and masks, live action fight 

choreography, and original rock music to tell the story of a futuristic 

Japanese government operative known as Kabuki. The production will 

incorporate illustrations and images from the novels as scenic elements for 

the performance.

2017 $10,000

OH 16 Aradhana Committee Folk & Traditional Arts Rocky River

To support the Cleveland Thyagaraja Festival, a celebration of classical 

music and dance of South India. The festival will feature as many as 100 

master artists from India and the United States presenting concerts and 

workshops of South Indian classical music and dance. Proposed artists 

include composer Neyveli Santhanagopalan, percussionist Vikku 

Vinayakaram, and vocalist Aruna Sairam. As many as 8,000 people are 

expected to attend the 12-day festival.

2018 $20,000

OH 16 North Canton Playhouse Inc North Canton

To support a youth theatrical production at the North Canton Playhouse, 

and associated activities. The production will provide the opportunity for 

students to work with a director, musical director, and choreographer on 

acting techniques, singing, and dancing. Students also will learn about the 

technical aspects of theater as backstage crew.

2017 $10,000

TOTAL: $2,478,500


