
State District Organization Name Discipline / Field City Project Description Fiscal Year Grant Amount

PA 0 González, Kevin Literature Pittsburgh N/A 2018 $25,000

PA 0 Russell, Lauren Literature Pittsburgh N/A 2017 $25,000

PA 0 Rosal, Patrick Literature Philadelphia N/A 2018 $25,000

PA 0 Lehigh University
Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Bethlehem

To support the Cirque It! circus arts festival. Lehigh University's Zoellner Arts Center will 

partner with ArtsQuest and Touchstone Theatre to present national circus artists. 

Featured artists may include Atlas Circus Company, AcroBuffos, and Jakopa's Punch. 

Engagement activities will include free workshops, and performances by local circus and 

street performers will be offered throughout the festival.

2017 $10,000

PA 0 Sok, Monica Literature Leola N/A 2017 $25,000

PA 0 Sachs, Adam Literature Pittsburgh N/A 2018 $25,000

PA 0 Martin, Dawn Literature Pittsburgh N/A 2018 $25,000

PA 0 Bucknell University Challenge America Lewisburg

To support a performance of Julia Wolfe's "Anthracite Fields" and related activities. The 

piece is a Pulitzer Prize-winning, five-movement oratorio about Pennsylvania coal miners 

in the early 20th century. Preceding the performance, a series of thematic events will be 

held, such as a monthly lecture series about topics related to coal, free performances, 

artist talks, and oral history recordings. Guest artists Bang on a Can All-Stars will perform 

Wolfe's work with Bucknell University's student choir.

2017 $10,000

PA 0 WHYY, Inc. Arts Education Philadelphia

To support a media arts education partnership with the School District of Philadelphia. 

WHYY staff will train teachers to integrate digital media into existing curricula. Media arts 

instructors will also provide on-site weekly instruction at WHYY media labs located in 

participating schools during the school day and afterschool to ensure program 

sustainability. A team of student reporters, producers, and editors will create a regular 

news magazine.

2017 $20,000

PA 1
Interfaith Center of Greater 

Philadelphia
Visual Arts Philadelphia

To support a public art initiative in the Old City district of Philadelphia. Artists will be 

commissioned by the Interfaith Center to create work that responds to its mission 

regarding reflection, tolerance, and fellowship. Artists will be asked to create public works 

of art reflective of the center's goals to build trust, understanding and cooperation about 

and among faith communities, in order to advance the common good. It is anticipated 

that the works will include a variety of mediums including installations, sound art, murals, 

and sculpture.

2018 $20,000

PA 1
Center City District 

Foundation
Visual Arts Philadelphia

To support artist fees for "Pulse," a kinetic work of public art in Dilworth Park in 

Philadelphia. Designed by Boston-based artist Janet Echelman (b. 1966), the large-scale 

public art installation will use technology, light, and water to transform the park's 11,600-

square-foot fountain into a multi-sensory interactive experience that mimics the public 

transit system underneath the plaza. The work uses four-foot tall curtains of mist, which 

glow at night when illuminated by multiple layers of colored light to physically and 

psychologically transform the way people view the city's central square. "Pulse" will be 

integrated within the landscape, lighting and fountain systems, and interpretive signage 

and imagery will be installed to educate visitors about the site's history.

2017 $20,000

PA 1 KYL Dancers Inc. Dance Philadelphia

To support the creation and performance of a new dance work by Artistic Director Kun-

Yang Lin. The work will be informed by conversations with leaders and practitioners of 

different religions and belief systems. During its development, public movement 

workshops and works-in-process showings may complement and facilitate interfaith 

community dialogue. Scholars of cross-cultural, interfaith education will prepare 

participant surveys and engagement guides to support discussion on the topics of 

religious and cultural conflict resolution, tolerance, and respect.

2017 $10,000



PA 1
Philadelphia Photo Arts 

Center
Visual Arts Philadelphia

To support a photography residency program and related public events. Artists selected 

from an open call will receive a fee, housing stipend, materials budget, professional staff 

support and access to specialized equipment to develop a new body of work. Each 

resident photographer will engage the public by designing programming consistent with 

their artistic practice, which may include activities such as free lectures, performances, or 

participatory workshops.

2017 $20,000

PA 1
Folk Arts-Cultural Treasures 

Charter School
Arts Education Philadelphia

To support professional development workshops and mentoring for classroom teachers, 

residencies by folk artists, and student folk art ensembles. During monthly meetings by 

the Folk Arts Committee, partners identify art forms connected to the heritage of the 

students and select artists who have experience teaching in school settings to participate. 

Students learn how aesthetics and systems of shared values inform creation, 

performance, and assessment within particular art forms. Students also practice in 

ensembles, including West African dance and drumming, Chinese opera, and Indonesian 

dance.

2017 $20,000

PA 1
Mendelssohn Club Of 

Philadelphia
Music Philadelphia

To support a co-commissioning and performance project in partnership with Back Bay 

Chorale of Boston. Titled Music in Space: A Caroline Shaw Commission, the project will 

feature a new work by Pulitzer Prize-winning composer, violinist, and vocalist Shaw for 

large chorus and string quartet. It will be juxtaposed by Ludwig van Beethoven's 

Symphony No. 9. With the participation of Symphony in C, a professional training 

orchestra in Collingswood, New Jersey, performances will be held at Cathedral Basilica of 

Saints Peter and Paul in Philadelphia and the Walter K. Gordon Theater at Rutgers 

University in New Brunswick, New Jersey. A Boston premiere and a recording will follow. 

In addition, Mendelssohn Club singers will participate in the "Classroom Symphony" 

music education project in Camden, New Jersey schools for grades K-3, which will expand 

the current orchestral instrument families to include the four voice parts (soprano, alto, 

tenor, and bass).

2018 $10,000

PA 1
Philadelphia Chinatown 

Development Corporation
Challenge America Philadelphia

To support community art workshops and a culminating pop-up art installation in 

Philadelphia's Chinatown. A professional artist who is familiar with the linguistic and 

cultural needs of the community will lead the multi-lingual, intergenerational workshops, 

teaching traditional Chinese art forms such as ink brush painting. The final product will be 

pop-up art displays in places such as storefront windows and walls around the 

neighborhood.

2018 $10,000

PA 1 Cultural Data Project Media Arts Philadelphia

To support a research project focused on the role and contributions of art house cinemas 

within local communities. DataArts will partner with organizations such as Art House 

Convergence to collect and analyze financial, programmatic, and geographic data about 

non-profit art house cinemas across the country and their role within the greater arts and 

cultural field. Research findings will be made available in a web-based format for use by 

art house cinemas, media arts organizations, researchers, and the greater cultural 

community.

2017 $20,000

PA 1

International Assn. of 

Performing Arts for Young 

People, Inc.

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Philadelphia

To support the Kindling professional development program. During the annual Showcase 

convening for professionals in the performing arts for young audiences' field, IPAY will 

offer professional development activities as part of its Kindling initiative. Participants will 

have the opportunity to take part in community round tables, facilitated presentations 

and workshops, and artist discussions.

2017 $10,000

PA 1 Asian Americans United, Inc. Folk & Traditional Arts Philadelphia

To support the Chinatown Mid-Autumn Festival. The event will offer a variety of 

traditional Chinese performing arts including opera, traditional instrumental music, 

acrobatics, and martial arts. Additionally, traditional crafts such as lantern making, kite 

construction and calligraphy will be demonstrated. Other Asian-American communities 

also will demonstrate their arts. The festival will conclude with a Lion Dance and lantern 

parade through Philadelphia's Chinatown.

2017 $10,000



PA 1 Center for Art in Wood Inc. Artist Communities Philadelphia

To support the Windgate ITE International Residency Program and related activities. From 

an international pool of applicants, Windgate ITE (International Turning Exchange) will 

select one photojournalist, one scholar/educator, and as many as five artists who work 

primarily with wood. An eighth residency fellowship will be awarded to a student artist 

who is at the beginning of his or her career. Residencies will be held at the University of 

the Arts, a partnering organization also in Philadelphia.

2018 $10,000

PA 1 Painted Bride Art Center Creativity Connects Philadelphia

To support HARP: Healing Arts through Replicable Practice, in partnership with Youth 

Service Inc.'s Youth Emergency Service. Per 9/8/17 scope chg, partner changing from 

Healing Hurt People to Youth Emergency Service - SG.

2017 $45,000

PA 1 Asian Americans United, Inc. Folk & Traditional Arts Philadelphia

To support the Chinatown Mid-Autumn Festival. The festival will offer a variety of 

traditional Chinese performing arts including Chinese opera, instrumental music, 

acrobatics, and martial arts. Additionally, traditional crafts such as lantern making, kite 

construction, and calligraphy will be demonstrated. Asian-American artists will also 

demonstrate their arts, including traditional dances from Indonesia and Cambodia, as well 

as performances from the Philippine Folk Arts Society. The festival will conclude with a 

lion dance and lantern parade through Philadelphia's Chinatown.

2018 $10,000

PA 1
Greater Philadelphia Cultural 

Alliance
Local Arts Agencies Philadelphia

To support the expansion of a database to advance audience engagement. The database 

will provide comprehensive, real-time audience analysis designed to inform both short- 

and long-term audience engagement efforts. It will connect with commonly used ticketing 

platforms. The system's data collection capacity will help track and provide dashboards 

and reports related to attendance, membership, and admission pricing trends. A beta 

testing group of arts organizations will have access to professional development 

resources while exploring the database's potential, developing best practices, and 

ensuring the tool's relevance and effective user experience.

2017 $35,000

PA 1
Philadelphia Mural Arts 

Advocates
Visual Arts Philadelphia

To support the Mural Arts Program's "Monument Lab," a citywide public art and history 

exhibition. A series of temporary and ephemeral public artworks will be developed by 

teams of researchers, artists, and citizens examining the core values of Philadelphia's 

founding principles of freedom, justice, and tolerance. Led by curators Paul Farber, Ken 

Lum, and A. Will Brown, the exhibition and public art interventions will be organized 

around a central guiding question: "What is an appropriate monument for the current city 

of Philadelphia?" Guided by the curators, each team will structure projects around the 

equitable representation of the city's multiple histories.

2017 $60,000

PA 1
Philadelphia Mural Arts 

Advocates
Design Philadelphia

To support a project that will convert vacant storefronts in four Philadelphia 

neighborhoods into hubs for artistic activity, community meetings, and creative 

enterprise. Outfitted as creative workspaces, and offering a range of services, cultural 

events, workshops, and art-making, these hubs will embed artists within communities and 

link their efforts to broader community development strategies. Philadelphia Mural Arts 

will partner with the City of Philadelphia Office of Arts, Culture, and Creative Economy, to 

identify artists and facilitate collaboration with community organizations and social 

service providers. The program will increase utilization of social and civic services, 

support microenterprise, generate social capital, and beautify and animate the 

communities where the programs take place. All four storefronts will engage underserved 

communities.

2017 $150,000



PA 1
Philadelphia Mural Arts 

Advocates
Visual Arts Philadelphia

To support a public art installation organized by Mural Arts Philadelphia using sound and 

light to interpret the ecological health of the Schuylkill River. The work will be installed 

aboard "FloatLab" on the west bank of the river near the tidal wetland managed by 

Bartram's Garden-a 46-acre historic park, botanical garden, and arboretum. The floating 

platform designed by architect Meejin Yoon will act as a temporary laboratory hosting 

activities centered on environmental stewardship. The installation integrated into the 

structure will measure, interpret, and broadcast the ongoing remediation efforts taking 

place in the river. Mural Arts Philadelphia will work with Howeler + Yoon Architecture; the 

MIT Media Lab; MIT's Department of Earth, Atmospheric, and Planetary Sciences; and 

Bartram's Garden to develop educational programming integrating art, science, and 

technology for intergenerational audiences.

2018 $25,000

PA 1
Rock School for Dance 

Education
Arts Education Philadelphia

To support RockReach, an in-school and after-school dance residency program. 

Professional Rock School faculty will provide twice-weekly dance instruction throughout 

the year to students in elementary school through high school at partner schools. The 

program will include schoolwide interactive assemblies, long-term scholarship programs 

for students from low-income families, and free tickets and transportation to The Rock 

School's performance "Nutcracker 1776." Culminating in a student performance open to 

the entire school, RockReach is designed to provide healthy physical and emotional 

activity, strengthen academic skills, develop social skills, and keep students constructively 

and actively engaged in the arts.

2017 $15,000

PA 1
Fabric Workshop and 

Museum, Inc.
Museums Philadelphia

To support the museum's artist-in-residence program. Artists will be selected for a year-

long residency, and will receive creative, technical, and financial support for their 

projects, working in collaboration with the museum's studio staff. The works created, 

along with items used in the process of their creation, will become part of FWM's ever-

growing permanent collection of more than 6,000 objects and archival documents. 

Participating artists are selected from a diverse group nominated by an artist advisory 

committee. Programming initiatives, such as artist lectures, family workshops, 

educational programs, and other events, will engage a large cross-section of the Greater 

Philadelphia area.

2018 $40,000

PA 1 Arden Theatre Company Theater Philadelphia

To support the premiere of the musical "TouchTones" by Michael Hollinger and Robert 

Maggio. The musical tells the story of two young adults who have vowed to remain 

celibate until they are married. With their wedding soon approaching, the young woman 

stumbles onto an unfamiliar number frequently called by her fiancee. She discovers that 

it is an adult conversation line for a company called TouchTones and is challenged in her 

assumptions about the world and herself. Set in 1999-on the cusp of a new millennium 

and just before the Internet explosion to come-the musical explores the way we use 

technology in the quest for, and escape from, intimacy. The production will be directed by 

Producing Artistic Director Terrence Nolen.

2017 $10,000

PA 1 Arden Theatre Company Musical Theater Philadelphia

To support a production of the musical "Fun Home." Producing Artistic Director Terrence 

J. Nolen will direct Lisa Kron and Jeanine Tesori's musical that is based on the 2006 

memoir by Alison Bechdel. The protagonist Alison, who grew up in the small town of 

Beech Creek, Pennsylvania, is played by three actresses at three different stages in her 

life. Kron and Tesori's adaptation captures the humanity and humor that suffuses 

Bechdel's work and is about reconciling with the past and seeing your parents through 

grown-up eyes.

2018 $10,000



PA 1
Philadelphia Orchestra 

Association
Music Philadelphia

To support the Philadelphia Orchestra's Free Neighborhood Concerts and a community 

composer residency program. Through its Engaging Diverse Communities and Musicians 

project, the orchestra will perform free neighborhood concerts including the orchestra's 

annual Martin Luther King, Jr., Tribute Concert and a surprise "Pop-up" concert. In 

addition, community choral groups will join the orchestra in performing "Voice of 

Philadelphia," a new work by American composer Tod Machover with contributions from 

singers of all ages and skill levels. Commissioned in partnership with the Knight 

Foundation, the work will be conducted by Music Director Yannick Nezet-Seguin at the 

Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts. Also planned is a composer residency by Hannibal 

Lokumbe and the Philadelphia Orchestra String Quartet titled "Healing Tones" in sites 

throughout the city.

2017 $75,000

PA 1
Philadelphia Young 

Playwrights
Arts Education Philadelphia

To support the Core Playwriting Program, a classroom-based literacy and playwriting 

program. Under the guidance of professional teaching artists and classroom teachers, 

students enhance their playwriting skills and deepen their understanding of theater 

through intensive writing workshops, trips to see professional theater productions, and 

public presentation of their own work. All students create an original scene or one-act 

play to be showcased at culminating in-school festivals. Students have the option to 

submit their works to be considered for further development and production as part of 

the Play Development Series. The project integrates playwrighting into the school culture 

and will benefit elementary to high school students from underserved neighborhoods in 

the Greater Philadelphia area.

2017 $40,000

PA 1
Mann Center for the 

Performing Arts
Music Philadelphia

To support a performance and community engagement project. The themed community 

festival will include a premiere of a new work by American composer Nolan Williams, Jr., 

featuring the Philadelphia Orchestra with community choirs. The inspiration for the 

composition is the legacy and 75th birthday celebration of former NASA astronaut and 

Philadelphia native Guion S. Bluford, Jr., who became the first African American to travel 

into space in the 1983 Space Shuttle Challenger mission. The concert will be augmented 

by thematically related programming presented in partnership with local schools, 

museums, libraries, churches, and other community organizations in the greater 

Philadelphia metropolitan area.

2017 $20,000

PA 1 Clay Studio Artist Communities Philadelphia

To support the Resident Artist Program and related activities. As many as 12 emerging 

ceramic artists will have the space, time, and resources to create new work-residencies 

may last for up to five years. Clay Studio will provide residents with below-market studio 

space, teaching experience, and professional networks within the Philadelphia area. 

Resident artists will participate in several group exhibitions throughout the year, as well 

as one solo show, during their residency.

2018 $10,000

PA 1 Wilma Theater, Inc. Theater Philadelphia

To support the final development and world premiere production of "ADAPT!," a new 

play written and directed by Artistic Director Blanka Zizka. Based on Zizka's own 

experiences as an immigrant, the play tells the story of a young woman who spends a 

year in a refugee camp in Germany after escaping from Communist Czechoslovakia, and 

finds herself at a crossroads at which her past and future collide. The play will encourage 

audiences to question their understanding of displacement and what it means to be 

caught between two worlds.

2017 $10,000

PA 1
African American Museum in 

Philadelphia
Museums Philadelphia

To support an art exhibition. The exhibition will present the work of African-American 

artists Martha Jackson Jarvis (b.1952), E. J. Montgomery (b. 1933), and Barbara Bullock 

(b. 1938) in an exploration of their symbolic use and references to the land and earth. 

Inherent in the work of these artists is the role of place and memory and how it can 

influence and loom large in the mind itself. The exhibition will be complemented by 

lectures and artist workshops presented in collaboration with Philadelphia institutions the 

Colored Girls Museum, Moore College of Art, and the American Women's Heritage 

Society.

2017 $20,000



PA 1 Tempesta di Mare, Inc. Music Philadelphia

To support a performance project, Telemann 360. To support concerts and a public talk 

show that "reclaims" composer Georg Philipp Telemann's fame for today's US audiences 

on the occasion of the 250th anniversary of his death. Major project components are two 

all-Telemann concert programs that include modern-premiere performances of 

rediscoveries and a live, public talkshow with Telemann's music performanced by 

Philadelphia Baroque Orchestra Tempesta di Mare, and hosted by Live from Lincoln 

Center's Fred Child. An interacted, web-based discovery tool centered on Telemann, 

embedded in a search-engine-optimized and mobile responsive new website design, 

augments the project and its audience reach.

2017 $15,000

PA 1
Philadelphia Orchestra 

Association
Creativity Connects Philadelphia

To support a music therapy program for Philadelphia's homeless population in 

partnership with Broad Street Ministry. Broad Street Ministry provides a wide array of 

services for Philadelphia's chronically homeless, many of whom suffer from mental 

illnesses. Orchestra musicians and music therapists collaboratively will provide weekly 

music therapy for the ministry's guests, to increase hope, self-expression, and coping 

skills. Temple University's Arts and Quality of Life Research Center will provide the music 

therapists, training for the musicians, and project evaluation.

2017 $75,000

PA 1 Pig Iron Theatre Company Theater Philadelphia

To support the final development and world premiere production of "A Period of Animate 

Existence," a new work developed by Artistic Director Dan Rothenberg, composer Troy 

Herion, and designer Mimi Lien. The work will examine responses to ecological 

uncertainty and rapid technological change. The piece will use classical symphonic music 

as a guide for the structure of the narrative, with each of five movements of the 

performance complementing the others to produce a cumulative effect. The production 

will feature original music, a small chamber orchestra, and choristers from The Crossing, a 

professional chamber choir dedicated to new music, as well as Pig Iron's ensemble of 

performers.

2017 $10,000

PA 1
Piffaro the Renaissance 

Band
Music Philadelphia

To support an early music performance project featuring music of the Reformation. 

Instrumental ensemble Piffaro will be joined by the St. Paul-based chamber choir Rose 

Ensemble in programming that will include the hymns of Martin Luther and works by 

Michael Praetorious. Concerts will be held in Philadelphia and Chestnut Hill, Pennsylvania; 

Wilmington, Delaware; and in Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota.

2017 $10,000

PA 1
Mann Center for the 

Performing Arts
Music Philadelphia

To support a commissioning and performance project celebrating the centennial of 

American composer Leonard Bernstein. As part of the summer festival's programming, 

The Mann will commission and present the premiere of a new orchestral work by 

American composer Darin Atwater inspired by Bernstein's "West Side Story." The work, 

titled "South Side," will be performed by the Mann's resident ensemble, The Philadelphia 

Orchestra. The concert program will include works by Bernstein and will be supplemented 

by educational and community engagement events, such as workshops, events featuring 

composer Atwater, a "Young People's" performance of "West Side Story" with a 

discussion, a community performance exploring jazz and Jewish Klezmer music, and a 

photo exhibition showcasing community submissions.

2018 $20,000

PA 1 Wilma Theater, Inc. Theater Philadelphia

To support the world premiere production of "Passage," a new play by Christopher Chen. 

Inspired by E.M. Forster's 1924 novel "A Passage to India," the play is a contemporary 

fable about culture, perception and power, and the inherent inequality between 

colonizers and colonized. Set in an imaginary and nonspecific Country X, which is ruled by 

Country Y, in which all the characters are named for letters of the alphabet, the play 

explores the power dynamics of colonization in an environment devoid of all labels. The 

production will feature a diverse cast of as many as 12 actors who will choose a different 

role each night of the production run. The flexible casting is designed to underscore the 

play's central conceit, eschewing specific power structures in order to examine those 

structures more broadly.

2018 $15,000



PA 1
Settlement Music School of 

Philadelphia
Arts Education Philadelphia

To support Kaleidoscope, a pre-kindergarten arts enrichment program. Teachers and 

childcare professionals will receive professional development classes in implementing an 

arts-integrated curriculum. Teaching artists will prepare detailed weekly plans identifying 

objectives and organizing concepts, challenges, and projects related to the weekly 

activities. Students are grouped in classrooms by age and spend half the instructional day 

in a traditional early learning classroom, and the other half in visual arts, dance/creative 

movement, and music classes. The program is offered tuition-free to pre-schoolers and 

kindergarteners from low-income families. Kaleidoscope takes place during the school 

year at two Settlement branches in Philadelphia.

2017 $30,000

PA 1
Fabric Workshop and 

Museum, Inc.
Museums Philadelphia

To support an artist residency program. The residency project will be a highlight of the 

museum's 40th anniversary celebration, inviting artists to collaborate with the museum's 

studio staff to create new work. These works, along with items used in the process of 

their creation, will become part of FWM's ever-growing permanent collection of more 

than 6,000 objects and archival documents. Participating artists are selected from a 

diverse group nominated by an artist advisory committee. Programming initiatives, such 

as artist lectures, family workshops, educational programs, and other events, will engage 

a large cross-section of the Greater Philadelphia area.

2017 $50,000

PA 2 Tiny WPA Design Philadelphia

To support The Building Hero Project, a community design training program. Project staff 

provide youth and adults from diverse social and economic backgrounds with innovative 

training in design, collaboration, leadership, fabrication, and entrepreneurship. The 

training is action-oriented and product-driven, addressing a particular need or problem 

with a specific designed solution (i.e., the need for a place to sit down results in a bench). 

The project connects and empowers its multigenerational participants to be catalysts, 

builders, and change agents in their communities throughout Philadelphia. The project 

also includes an eight-week certification program.

2017 $20,000

PA 2 People's Emergency Center Challenge America Philadelphia

To support the Lancaster Avenue Jazz  Arts Community Festival. Intended to serve 

economically disadvantaged African-American residents, the event will bring together 

emerging jazz vocalists and musicians from the region. The outdoor music festival will 

take place in Saunders Park, located in west Philadelphia.

2018 $10,000

PA 2 PRISM Quartet Incorporated Music Philadelphia

To support a commissioning and performance project. Programming will feature new 

chamber works for saxophone quartet as part of the Heritage/Evolution II initiative with 

jazz saxophonist Joe Lovano and the Breath Beneath concert program with composer, 

fiddler, and electronic musician Dan Trueman. Performances will be presented in 

Philadelphia and New York City.

2017 $15,000

PA 2
Nichole Canuso Dance 

Company
Dance Philadelphia

To support the research and development of "CoPresence: Enter." The work is a 

multidisciplinary event comprising two solo bodies separated across geography, but 

joined in a single projected cinematic space. One duet at time, visitors in two different 

locations will come together in a virtual screen space to co-create a unique artistic 

experience. One audience member at a time will be invited to enter the space, and 

through a set of instructions will engage in an interactive experience with another 

audience member from another city. The solo experiences/virtual duets will culminate in 

a final image designed by the two participants. The images will be documented and 

cataloged as an ongoing slideshow.

2017 $15,000

PA 2
Schuylkill Center for 

Environmental Education
Visual Arts Philadelphia

To support The LandLab Series, an artist residency project that will explore connections 

between art and environmental science. Organized in partnership with the Center for 

Emerging Visual Artists, LandLab will invite artists and ecologists to develop site-specific, 

outdoor works that explore issues related to environmental remediation and land use. 

Each project will result in an outdoor installation at the Schuylkill Center and an exhibition 

at a Center City gallery. Related educational programming will be planned, including panel 

discussions, exhibition talks, and presentations at local schools.

2017 $20,000



PA 2 Barnes Foundation Museums Philadelphia

To support the exhibition "Person of the Crowd: The Contemporary Art of Flanerie." 

Inspired by the flaneur (a 19th-century literary character-type) who takes to the streets 

with no fixed itinerary as an urban observer, the exhibition will feature works by 40 

international artists, including off-site installations on billboards. Photographs and video 

submitted by the public will be curated to create a digital work of art and projected in the 

Annenberg Court and on the website created for the exhibition, infusing the exhibition 

experience with present day flaneurs and their representations of city life. The exhibition 

will feature work by contemporary artists who have taken to the street to play detective, 

make fantastic maps, scavenge and shop for new materials, launch guerilla campaigns, 

and make provocative public spectacles of themselves to speak to a diversity of issues. 

Extensive public programming will complement the exhibition.

2017 $40,000

PA 2 Artreach, Inc. Museums Philadelphia

To support the ACCESS Admission program and related outreach costs. The program is 

designed to increase cultural accessibility for individuals with low-income and/or living 

with disabilities. ACCESS Admission will provide affordable access for low-income 

communities to engage in the arts on a regular basis in the Greater Philadelphia area. The 

project will include a comprehensive outreach plan with the goal of doubling the 

participation rate.

2017 $25,000

PA 2 Koresh Dance Company Dance Philadelphia

To support the creation and presentation of "The Heart" by Artistic Director Ronen 

Koresh and related outreach activities. The work will be created by Koresh in 

collaboration with multidisciplinary artist Karl Mullen. The work draws inspiration from 

Mullen's poetry and focuses on the marriage between spoken word and movement. The 

project may involve students participating in the Koresh Kids Dance outreach program as 

they are guided through the process of choreographing works using the same source 

material as "The Heart," and will culminate in a performance where students will present 

their own pieces, watch a company performance, and engage in a discussion with 

company dancers.

2017 $10,000

PA 2
Enchantment Theatre 

Company
Theater Philadelphia

To support the creation and national tour of "My Father's Dragon." Based on the book 

series by Ruth Stiles Gannett, the production will blend puppetry, masked actors, dance, 

and pantomime. The new work will be created in co-operation with Gannett who has 

granted exclusive North America live stage performance rights for the production and 

access to archival materials. The U.S. tour of the play and accompanying educational 

materials will reach school and family audiences.

2017 $10,000

PA 2
City of Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania
Local Arts Agencies Philadelphia

To support programming to advance the development of facilities owned and managed 

by the city as centers for high-quality arts experiences. Local teaching artists and cultural 

organizations will be matched with city staff that coordinate activities in municipal 

facilities, to provide arts programming throughout a variety of public venues. The 

initiative will leverage recent investments by the city-the transformation of neighborhood 

amenities such as parks, recreation facilities, and libraries into vibrant community 

anchors-to provide equitably distributed arts education and instruction opportunities 

throughout Philadelphia neighborhoods.

2018 $10,000

PA 2 Network for New Music, Inc. Music Philadelphia

To support a commissioning and performance project of new chamber works in 

collaboration with the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts (PAFA). As part of an 

exploration of the connection between new music and the visual arts titled ArtMusic II, 

the ensemble will perform new chamber works written in response to art and 

architecture by composers Paul Lansky, Oliver Schneller, and Luke Carlson. Project 

activities will highlight the visual art in the permanent collection of the PAFA, with a 

performance in PAFA's Historic Landmark Building, preceded by a curated tour of the 

galleries with an emphasis on the works selected by each composer for their inspiration. 

Another performance will be held at Haverford College. In addition, the ensemble will 

facilitate educational projects for music students in Philadelphia's Julia R. Masterman 

High School and Friends Select Middle School.

2018 $10,000



PA 2
Pennsylvania Academy of 

the Fine Arts
Museums Philadelphia

To support the exhibition, "Rina Banerjee: Make Me a Summary of the World," and 

accompanying catalogue and related programming. The exhibition will consider Rina 

Banerjee (b. 1963) in both American and global frameworks, specifically in relation to her 

approach to feminism. The exhibition will examine Banerjee's fanciful sculptures and 

installations made from materials sourced throughout the world, as she is a voracious 

gatherer of objects. Her works have a special energy, for instance in a single sculpture 

one can find African tribal jewelry, colorful feathers, light bulbs, Murano glass, and South 

Asian antiques. While the visuals of Banerjee's childhood in India greatly influence her 

aesthetic, her immigration to the United States as a young child and her love of the 

diverse culture of her current home, New York City, form the core of her practice. She 

relentlessly creates work that reflects the splintered experience of identity, tradition, and 

culture often prevalent in diasporic communities.

2018 $50,000

PA 2 InterAct, Inc. Theater Philadelphia

To support the development and premiere of Fin Kennedy's "Broken Stones." An 

American Army Reservist meets with a Hollywood ghost writer following the war in Iraq 

to recount his break of military protocol in an attempt to safeguard Iraq's Museum of 

Antiquities from being looted. The writer subsequently changes the story to craft a more 

marketable narrative. Inspired by true events, the play raises questions about 

responsibility-as individuals and nations-to protect each other's historical relics and 

antiquities. The theater will connect with area college and university students in theater, 

archaeology, classical studies, Near Eastern civilizations, and media studies.

2017 $20,000

PA 2
Philadelphia Clef Club of the 

Performing Arts
Music Philadelphia

To support the Preservation Jazz Series. Plans include artist residencies with 

performances, master classes, workshops, and mentoring sessions for students from 

district and charter schools. Artists will include Geri Allen (piano); Christian McBride 

(bass); Tia Fuller, Kenny Garrett, and Miguel Zenon (saxophones); as well as pianist, 

composer, and bandleader Arturo O'Farrill. Reduced-price and complimentary tickets will 

be offered to underserved audiences and students.

2017 $25,000

PA 2 Crossing, Inc. Music Philadelphia

To support the Month of Moderns, a choral festival. Plans include the premieres of new 

works by composers Gregory W. Brown (an exploration of displaced communities in a 

collaboration with poet Todd Hearon); Michael Gordon (a work based on conversations 

with homeless men); and Joshua Stamper (part of a larger trilogy on environmental 

concerns). Performances will take place at a church and an art gallery in Philadelphia.

2017 $30,000

PA 2 Philadelphia Folklore Project Folk & Traditional Arts Philadelphia

To support a series of performances, artist residencies, and field work projects. Artist 

residencies will present demonstrations of Tibetan sand painting by NEA National 

Heritage Fellow Losang Samten Field work will identify and document folk artists working 

in Philadelphia's Mexican community, concentrating on the traditions of home altars. 

Public programming will feature these vernacular expressions of faith.

2018 $30,000

PA 2
Center for Emerging Visual 

Artists
Visual Arts Philadelphia

To support the Visual Artist Fellowship program. Each two-year fellowship cycle will 

provide selected artists from the Philadelphia region with a stipend and career 

enhancement services, including operational assistance, mentorship, and networking with 

curators and collectors. Additionally, artists will receive guidance about fundraising, 

marketing, and how best to use new technology for both promoting and making their 

work. A retreat bringing past fellows together with current artists is also planned.

2017 $20,000

PA 2
Marlboro School of Music, 

Inc.
Music Philadelphia

To support the Invited Master Artist Initiative, a professional development project. 

Student musicians will participate in a series of workshops, open rehearsals, concerts, 

master classes, and lecture-demonstrations led by a group of concert artists, composers, 

and scholars during the Marlboro Music Festival in Marlboro, Vermont.

2017 $35,000



PA 2 PlayPenn, Inc. Theater Philadelphia

To support the New Play Development Conference. The focus of the conference will be 

development workshops in which competitively selected playwrights will be invited to 

work with a director, dramaturg, designers, and actors to develop new works. Each 

workshop will culminate in a public reading before a general audience. Conference 

playwrights will represent a broad spectrum of cultural, economic, ethnic, and artistic 

experience, and will be selected through a fully blind, year-long application review 

process.

2017 $20,000

PA 2 PlayPenn, Inc. Theater Philadelphia

To support a new play development conference. The focus of the conference will be 

development workshops in which competitively selected playwrights will be invited to 

work with a director, dramaturg, designers, and actors to develop new works. Each 

workshop will culminate in a public reading before a general audience. Conference 

playwrights will represent a broad spectrum of cultural, economic, ethnic, and artistic 

experience, and will be selected through a blind application review process.

2018 $10,000

PA 2 Opera Philadelphia Opera Philadelphia

To support performances of "Written on Skin" by composer George Benjamin and 

librettist Martin Crimp. A reimagining of the 800-year-old legend of Catalan troubadour 

Guillem de Cabestanh, the work transforms a 12th-century tale into a modern context. A 

powerful landowner commissions a young artist to create an illuminated manuscript 

celebrating his life and family, but passion and violence erupt when a relationship 

between the artist and the landowner's wife is revealed. The creative team will include 

director Will Kerley, set and costume designer Tom Rogers, and conductor Corrado 

Rovaris, with a cast to include soprano Lauren Snouffer, baritone Mark Stone, and 

countertenor Anthony Roth Costanza. Education and outreach activities include the 

Sounds of Learning program, through which students and chaperones complete several 

weeks of in-class activities that integrate the study of the opera with core school 

curriculum, and then attend the final dress rehearsal.

2018 $40,000

PA 2
Marlboro School of Music, 

Inc.
Music Philadelphia

To support the Invited Master Artist Initiative, a professional artistic development 

project. Student musicians will participate in a series of workshops, open rehearsals, 

concerts, master classes, and lecture-demonstrations led by a group of concert artists, 

composers, and scholars during the Marlboro Music Festival in Marlboro, Vermont.

2018 $35,000

PA 2
Conservation Center for Art 

and Historic Artifacts
Museums Philadelphia

To support a one-year postgraduate fellowship in paper conservation. Supervised by the 

Director of Conservation and trained by senior conservators, the fellow will treat works of 

art on paper, such as drawings, prints, photographs, and watercolors, and manuscripts, 

documents, maps, and parchment. The fellow also will participate in collection surveys 

and on-site treatment projects, and conduct a research project and prepare a written 

report for publication.

2017 $15,000

PA 2
Pennsylvania Ballet 

Association
Dance Philadelphia

To support the commission, production, and performance of a new ballet by 

choreographer Helen Pickett. Working with Pickett will further expand the company's 

technical and stylistic expertise. Performances of the new work will take place at the 

Merriam Theater in Philadelphia, accompanied by pre-concert talks that will offer insight 

into the creation of the ballet and give audiences an opportunity to ask questions. The 

company will also host a symposium that will be open to the public on Pickett's work and 

her experience as a female choreographer.

2017 $30,000

PA 2
Pennsylvania Academy of 

the Fine Arts
Museums Philadelphia

To support the School and Teacher Programs and the Family Arts Academy. Intended to 

serve Philadelphia School District students and their families, the programs offer a variety 

of activity-based gallery tours and art-making opportunities related to current exhibitions 

or the academy's collection. In addition, educational programs for K-12 students will offer 

interactive gallery tours and other events.

2017 $30,000



PA 2 Philadelphia Dance Company Dance Philadelphia

To support the development and restaging of significant works by African-American 

artists for PHILADANCO! program, "H-I-S-T-O-R-Y/African American Style." Sonia Dawkins, 

founder and artistic director of Sonia Dawkins/Prism Dance Theater, will create and 

choreograph a new ballet honoring August Wilson's play, "The Piano Lesson." The work 

will premiere at the Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts in Philadelphia. Dawkins will 

also lead choreographic workshops for company members. In addition, the company will 

re-stage and re-mount the works of African-American artists such as Pearl Primus, Talley 

Beatty, and Geoffrey Holder.

2017 $30,000

PA 2 Philadelphia Dance Company Dance Philadelphia

To support the development and creation of new works by PHILADANCO! alumni. Success 

Stories will celebrate the innovation and creativity of the artists. The project will allow 

them to continue to develop as choreographers and provide opportunities for artistic 

growth and exposure.

2018 $30,000

PA 2 COSACOSA art at large, Inc.
Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Philadelphia

To support a series of community-building art projects for local neighborhoods. Through 

direct, extended collaborations with professional artists, Philadelphia residents will 

experience new artistic techniques, resulting in the creation of permanent public 

artworks site-specific to their neighborhoods. The project will provide community 

members with more than 450 hours of hands-on art making experience. At least 250 

group workshops of 20-30 participants each will be held in community centers, libraries, 

and health and social service agency locations.

2018 $40,000

PA 2 Barnes Foundation Museums Philadelphia

To support the exhibition, "Renoir: Father and Son/Painting and Cinema." The exhibition 

will examine the works of 20th-century filmmaker, Jean Renoir (1894-1975), through the 

lens of his relationship with his accomplished and famous father, the painter Pierre-

Auguste Renoir (1841-1919). The Barnes Foundation will present an estimated 180 

paintings by Pierre-Auguste Renoir alongside its unique collection of Jean Renoir's 

pottery. The exhibition will attempt to demonstrate how painting and cinema illuminate 

each other in a variety of ways, exploring how Pierre-Auguste's pictures and practice 

influenced Jean's art. The exhibition will bring together paintings, ceramics, drawings, 

films, costumes, photographs, posters, and manuscripts, many of which have never 

before been seen in the United States.

2018 $40,000

PA 2 InterAct, Inc. Theater Philadelphia

To support the premiere of "Sensitive Guys" by MJ Kauffman. A group of students in a 

small liberal arts college work to eradicate sexual violence on campus. At a time of 

horrific stories and statistics about the prevalence of sexual assault on college campuses, 

Kauffmann attempts to unravel larger questions about the infrastructures in which the 

students try to enact change and how the systems that are set in place to protect people 

can fail them instead. The play's comedy and tragedy lie in the earnest desire of each 

character to make themselves and the world better. Issues that are personal, political, 

and global are explored while pushing the audience's expectations about gender and 

responsibility.

2018 $10,000

PA 2 Philadelphia Folklore Project Folk & Traditional Arts Philadelphia

To support artist residencies. A series of residencies will explore the transformative role 

of folk arts in society. The artist residencies will include demonstrations of Tibetan sand 

painting by NEA National Heritage Fellow Losang Samten and performances of klezmer 

music by NEA National Heritage Fellow Elaine Hoffman Watts. A short documentary film 

about Liberian traditional singers will be produced and screened.

2017 $70,000

PA 2
Philadelphia Chamber Music 

Society
Music Philadelphia

To support a vocal music project. Under the direction of Artistic Director Anthony 

Checchia, the art song recitals will feature singers soprano Sandrine Piau, mezzo-soprano 

Jennifer Johnson Cano, tenor Paul Appleby, bass-baritone Ben Wager, and Gamut Bach 

Ensemble, performing a wide range of vocal repertoire. The recitals, pre-concert lectures, 

and master classes will be presented in various Philadelphia venues.

2017 $15,000



PA 2
Philadelphia Chamber Music 

Society
Music Philadelphia

To support a vocal music project of art songs. Under the direction of Artistic Director 

Anthony Checchia, the art song recitals will feature sopranos Julia Bullock and Angela 

Meade, mezzo-soprano Jennifer Johnson Cano, baritone Thomas Meglioranza, and bass-

baritones Gerald Finley and Luca Pisaroni, performing a wide range of vocal repertoire. 

Programming will include works by composers such as George Frideric Handel, Giuseppe 

Verdi, George Gershwin, Cole Porter, composer Richard Rodgers and lyricist/librettist 

Oscar Hammerstein II, as well as Dominick Argento and Jonathan Dove. The recitals, pre-

concert lectures, and master classes will be presented in various Philadelphia venues.

2018 $15,000

PA 2 Scribe Video Center, Inc. Media Arts Philadelphia

To support an exhibition and touring program on the history of participatory community 

media arts and related activities. The exhibition will present works from the last 40 years 

created through community-based practices at media art centers and video collectives 

across the country. Accompanied by a catalogue and web-based materials, the exhibition 

will tour to venues across the country.

2017 $25,000

PA 2 Scribe Video Center, Inc. Media Arts Philadelphia

To support workshops, master classes, youth documentary programs, and film and video 

screenings. Devoted to advancing media arts as a means of artistic expression and a 

vehicle for social change, Scribe Video Center provides its local community with 

educational tools and resources to create audio and video works through programs such 

as a series of hands-on, documentary filmmaking workshops for youth.

2017 $30,000

PA 2
Center for Emerging Visual 

Artists
Visual Arts Philadelphia

To support The Visual Artist Fellowship program. Each two-year fellowship cycle will 

provide selected artists from the Philadelphia region with a stipend and career 

enhancement services, including mentorship, and networking with curators and 

collectors. Additionally, artists will receive guidance about fundraising, marketing, grant 

writing, and how best to use new technology for both promoting and making their work. 

A retreat bringing past fellows together with current artists is also planned. Fellows are 

selected by an independent artistic advisory board comprising renowned artists and 

leaders in the regional creative industry.

2018 $20,000

PA 2
Trustees of the University of 

Pennsylvania
Museums Philadelphia

To support educational programming to complement the Penn Museum's reinstalled 

galleries of the Middle East. Opening in spring 2018, the galleries will showcase one of the 

great collections of ancient Near Eastern art and archaeological objects in the world and 

will tell the story of how our modern urbanized world developed from ancient 

Mesopotamian societies. The presentation and interpretation of the new galleries are 

being crafted with accessibility for a wide range of audiences in mind and will be a major 

new teaching resource for K-12 groups in particular, especially seventh grade classes 

when ancient cultures-Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece and Rome-are an important part of 

the curriculum. Museum educators will conduct guided tours of ceramics, textiles, and 

religious art in order to introduce key concepts such as the changes in technologies and 

related art forms and the beginnings of a written language. Workshops will feature hands-

on activities with replica artifacts intended to teach students how to situate these objects 

within the ancient world.

2017 $20,000

PA 2 Opera Philadelphia Opera Philadelphia

To support the inaugural "Festival O." The 2017 "Festival O," titled "O17," will include the 

premieres of "Elizabeth Cree" by composer Kevin Puts and librettist Mark Campbell and 

"We Shall Not Be Moved" by composer Daniel Bernard Roumain and Marc Bamuthi 

Joseph. The festival will feature as many as 7 experiences across 6 venues spanning 12 

days in fall 2017.

2017 $40,000

PA 2
Brandywine Workshop and 

Archives
Visual Arts Philadelphia

To support an artist residency project. During the residency, visiting artist Jack Malotte 

will work with high school student interns in monoprinting using etching and 

screenprinting. The residency also includes an artist-student exhibit and tours of local 

museums and monuments. The project will advance the understanding of traditional and 

contemporary Native American art and culture.

2017 $20,000



PA 2
Brandywine Workshop and 

Archives
Visual Arts Philadelphia

To support a residency program in print media. Artists will create with both traditional 

printmaking processes and new methods and mediums of print media, such as offset 

lithography, relief, screen printing, light impressions and stenciling, laser cutting, and 3D 

printing. Participating artists will engage with the public through free public lectures, 

video interviews, and presentations to local high school students.

2018 $25,000

PA 2 Network for New Music, Inc. Music Philadelphia

To support a commissioning and performance project. The ensemble will commission 

new works from composers Eric Moe and Jay Fluellen. The chamber works will be based 

on poetry by Pew Fellow Trapeta Mayson and the 2015 Philadelphia Poet Laureate Frank 

Sherlock and will be performed by the ensemble with guest artists mezzo-soprano Maren 

Montelbano and baritone Randall Scarlata. The free concerts will be presented at the 

Free Library of Philadelphia Parkway Central and the Coleman NW Regional Library of 

Philadelphia.

2017 $10,000

PA 3 Erie Philharmonic Challenge America Erie

To support the presentation of a new work created by composer Philip Glass for 

performance by pianist Simone Dinnerstein, and associated activities. Guest artists will 

include Glass and Dinnerstein, with outreach activities such as lectures and school 

presentations, master classes, and recitals serving students in economically 

disadvantaged Erie public schools.

2017 $10,000

PA 3 Erie Philharmonic Challenge America Erie

To support concert and outreach activities marking the orchestra's return to the newly 

renovated Warner Theatre. A guest artist will perform with the Erie Philharmonic. 

Additional outreach activities will include opportunities such as a live radio broadcast, 

master classes, an open rehearsal, and school performances and workshops.

2018 $10,000

PA 4 Jump Street Harrisburg

To support arts outreach programming, including exhibitions and workshops. Jump Street 

will launch programming at its new gallery in the SoMa district of Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania. The gallery activities will build on Jump Street's existing intergenerational 

arts initiatives. Jump Street will also provide learning and arts engagement opportunities 

through other multidisciplinary programs, as well as artist-focused workshops.

2017 $10,000

PA 4

Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania Council on the 

Arts

State & Regional Harrisburg N/A 2017 $933,400

PA 4
Strand Capitol Performing 

Arts Center
Challenge America York

To support a series of multidisciplinary arts activities intended to engage deaf audiences 

in York, Pennsylvania. Dance group Momix will create a dance residency allowing 

participants to learn about the group's creative process. Dance performances will include 

an ASL-interpreted pre-show talk. Silent films will be presented with an accompanying 

ASL introduction about the films by a local historian. In addition, ASL interpreted 

mainstage performances will be offered. Discounts for tickets will be provided to 

encourage members of the deaf community to participate in the activities.

2018 $10,000

PA 5
Pennsylvania State 

University Main Campus
Museums University Park

To support an outdoor installation of sculptures at the Penn State Arboretum organized 

by the Palmer Museum of Art. Artist Aurora Robson (b. 1972) will create site-specific 

works for the Penn State Arboretum using industrial plastic waste collected from the 

university. The outdoor installation will coincide with the Palmer Museum's exhibition, 

"Plastic Entanglements: Ecology, Aesthetics, Materials," featuring contemporary artwork 

investigating the complex cultural and material nexus that is plastic.

2017 $30,000

PA 5
Pennsylvania State 

University Main Campus
Folk & Traditional Arts University Park

To support Pennsylvania Legends and Lore, a WPSU broadcast and multimedia project 

celebrating textile folk art and artists. This broadcast program, with accompanying online 

educational material, will introduce new audiences to the diversity of the state's 

traditional textile arts. Artists featured in the broadcast may include Tina Williams 

Brewer, an African-American quilter; Antonella DiIanni, an artist specializing in Italian 

bobbin-lace; and Ukrainian weaver and NEA National Heritage Fellow Vera Nakonechny.

2017 $10,000



PA 6 National Audubon Society Museums Audubon

To support the exhibition, "John James Audubon: The Man and His Work" at the John 

James Audubon Center at Mill Grove. The exhibition will be located in the Society's new 

museum and visitor center, located on the grounds of Audubon's first American home. 

The project will focus on the interpretation of the man and his monumental achievement. 

Additional components of the exhibition include "The Birds of America" containing 435 

life-size watercolors, a video of Audubon's life, and a 3-D touchable replica of an 

Audubon print.

2017 $30,000

PA 6
Pennsylvania Public Radio 

Associates, Inc.
Media Arts Chester Springs

To support "Echoes." The program is a daily, two-hour radio series featuring interviews, 

live performances, and specials exploring electronic, ambient, new classical, acoustic, and 

world fusion music. In the upcoming season, research will also be conducted for the 

initiative "Signal Path," which explores the history of electronic sound by combining 

archived interviews from early pioneers with contemporary artists to create a virtual 

dialogue. "Echoes" is distributed by Public Radio International to stations across the 

country, and is available for free online through streaming programs and podcast on 

iTunes.

2017 $20,000

PA 6
People's Light & Theatre 

Company
Theater Malvern

To support the world premiere of "Project Dawn," a new play by Karen Hartman. The play 

was inspired by the work of Philadelphia organizations working to improve the lives of 

women involved in human trafficking and prostitution. Hartman created a fictional story 

based on the work of Project Dawn Court, a problem-solving court that functions with the 

assistance of attorneys, safe houses, and social workers to improve the lives of these 

women. The play is the first production to emerge from the theater's New Play Frontiers 

program, a long-term initiative designed to develop and produce new plays exploring 

American identity through stories of deep meaning to specific local populations.

2017 $40,000

PA 6
People's Light & Theatre 

Company
Theater Malvern

To support the New Play Frontiers commissions and development program. The program 

is an initiative to develop and produce new plays that explore American identity through 

stories of deep meaning to specific populations in Southeastern Pennsylvania. New Play 

Frontiers matches community partners with noted playwrights from across the country 

who immerse themselves in communities and create a new play inspired by their 

discoveries. During the project's second phase, the theater will continue to develop the 

work of writers Dominique Morisseau and Eisa Davis, and begin work with writers James 

Ijames, Sanjit De Silva, and Deepa Purohit.

2018 $40,000

PA 6 Ursinus College Museums Collegeville

To support the exhibition "The Blob" at the Philip and Muriel Berman Museum of Art, 

including a "pop-up" installation and other public programming. The exhibition takes its 

name and inspiration from the 1958 sci-fi movie, filmed in nearby Phoenixville, 

Pennsylvania, and will feature work by more than a dozen emerging and established 

contemporary artists. Organized by the Berman Museum of Art, the exhibition will 

examine some of today's most nebulous and "blob-like" elements such as "big data," "the 

cloud," and surveillance. Programming will include guest speakers and special tours 

geared toward college, high school, and middle school students.

2017 $20,000

PA 7
Montgomery County 

Community College
Challenge America Blue Bell

To support a school presentation of "Finding North," a full-length theater and music work 

from writer and performer David Gonzalez, accompanied by an artist residency for middle 

school students and the public performance of a culminating student work. The students 

will conduct interviews with community members and use those stories and other 

material to compose a suite of poems and monologues that will be accompanied by their 

original music and video design. Gonzalez will conduct workshops and conversations, and 

perform the final work with the students.

2018 $10,000



PA 7
Brandywine Conservancy & 

Museum of Art
Museums Chadds Ford

To support the exhibition, "Andrew Wyeth: In Retrospect," and accompanying catalogue 

at the Brandywine River Museum of Art. Co-organized with the Seattle Art Museum, the 

exhibition will be the first in-depth chronological examination of Andrew Wyeth (1917-

2009) in more than 40 years. Selected works will illustrate the common threads and 

deviations in approach during Wyeth's long career, while also connecting him more fully 

to traditions and developments in American and European art. Aligned with the 

centennial of the artist's birth, this project will introduce Wyeth to new audiences as well 

as allow those familiar with his work to revisit his contributions to 20th-century American 

art. Professional development, public lectures, and collaboration with West Chester 

University and the Pennsylvania Writing and Literature Project will bring K-12 teachers to 

the museum for a week of interdisciplinary projects, using the Wyeth exhibition as source 

material. The exhibition will travel to the Seattle Art Museum.

2017 $40,000

PA 8
Bucks County Community 

College
Visual Arts Newtown

To support the mobile arts exhibition "Planting Seeds: The Art  Science of Pollination," 

with accompanying educational programming. Featuring work by regional artists, the 

exhibition will be presented in a 48-foot semi-tractor trailer that will travel to schools and 

public sites, serving both rural and suburban communities of Bucks County. The exhibition 

will integrate art and environmental science into an interactive experience through the 

presentation of artists whose work addresses the natural environment. A professional 

development opportunity for teachers will enhance the project's impact and assist 

teachers in integrating the exhibition into their science and math curricula. Exhibiting 

artists will offer a demonstration workshop as part of the project.

2017 $15,000

PA 8
James A. Michener Art 

Museum
Challenge America Doylestown

To support the Art for All program. The project will engage adults with dementia and their 

partners with arts experiences outside senior residential facilities, through interactive 

museum visits. The museum will expand its existing program to include artmaking 

directed by a guest artist, printmaker and painter Jean Burdick, who will work directly 

with the participants. Works created by the participants will be shown alongside that of 

the guest artist in a public museum exhibition.

2017 $10,000

PA 8 DanceNOW NYC Dance Springtown

To support the commissioning and presentation of dance works during DANCENOW's 

Dancemopolitan series. The commissioned artist series will include the presentation of 

both veteran and emerging choreographers at Joe's Pub at The Public Theater. Each 

participating artist also will be offered a residency and paid teaching opportunities 

through the DanceNow Silo program, as well as the opportunity to present their work 

through the DanceNOW SteelStacks program in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.

2017 $10,000

PA 9 Blair County Arts Foundation Altoona

To support the Family Theatre at the Mishler production series, and related outreach 

activities. The series will present family-friendly public performances by professional 

touring companies. The series also includes a Missoula Children's Theatre residency 

program. In-school workshops will be offered with some productions.

2017 $10,000

PA 10
Pennsylvania College of 

Technology
Challenge America Williamsport

To support public programming to accompany the exhibition "Mindful: Exploring Mental 

Health through Art." A series of guest artists will offer public workshops and lectures that 

will help demonstrate how the arts can support positive mental health by reducing stress, 

giving voice to a difficult subject matter and emotions, raising awareness and 

understanding about mental illness, and building community. Workshops will incorporate 

mindfulness techniques while focusing on creative art-making and writing.

2018 $10,000



PA 10
Paragon Ragtime Orchestra, 

Inc.
Music Lewisburg

To support the Paragon Live performance and outreach project. The Paragon Ragtime 

Orchestra will conduct performances showcasing works by American composers from the 

late 19th and early 20th centuries, presented in a show-style manner with narration, use 

of rare original orchestrations, and authentic instrumentation, in pre-1930s historic 

American theaters. Ancillary activities may include master classes and coaching of 

student ensembles by orchestra musicians, lectures, silent film viewings with live 

orchestral accompaniment, and performance programs adapted for school audiences.

2017 $10,000

PA 10
Endless Mountain Music 

Festival
Challenge America Wellsboro

To support a series of music performances and outreach activities serving rural and 

economically disadvantaged communities in New York and Pennsylvania. Guest artists 

include Bram Wijnands, jazz pianist and Xi Xi Zhou, classical pianist. Events will include 

public performances, school concerts, open rehearsals, and pre-concert talks.

2017 $10,000

PA 10
Endless Mountain Music 

Festival
Challenge America Wellsboro

To support a series of music performances and outreach activities intended to serve rural 

and economically disadvantaged communities in New York and Pennsylvania. Proposed 

guest artists include violinist Asi Matathias and jazz pianist Bram Wijnands. Events will 

include public performances as well outreach activities such as school concerts, artist 

talks, open rehearsals, and lecture-demonstrations.

2018 $10,000

PA 11
Ned Smith Center for Nature 

and Art
Challenge America Millersburg

To support Shakespeare in the Woods, featuring a residency by the Gamut Theatre 

Group. The professional theater group will perform "Romeo and Juliet" as part of the Ned 

Smith Center for Nature and Art's Shakespeare in the Woods program. Prior to the 

performance, the Gamut Theatre Group will engage youth residing in rural Upper 

Dauphin, Pennsylvania, in theater education activities including workshops on acting, 

voice, improvisation, and writing. Youth participants will perform an original play prior to 

each performance of "Romeo and Juliet." Partial and full scholarships will be available for 

low-income youth to participate in the program.

2017 $9,324

PA 12 Learning Lamp, Inc. Challenge America Johnstown

To support the Annual Children's Book Festival of Johnstown. The festival will connect 

families of all incomes with award-winning authors and illustrators of children's literature 

through interactive presentations. Free to families, the festival will feature storytellers, 

live music and theater performances, themed crafts, and writing and illustration 

workshops. The Saturday Night Author Talk event will also allow aspiring writers to speak 

with the festival's headlining authors and an editor from the publishing industry in a 

question-and-answer session about children's publishing.

2017 $10,000

PA 12 Learning Lamp, Inc. Challenge America Johnstown

To support the Children's Book Festival of Johnstown. The festival will include activities 

such as school visits by guest artists, storytellers, live music performances, crafts, and a 

QA for aspiring children's authors. The festival is intended to serve families of children in 

preschool through grade 6, particularly those with economic and geographic barriers that 

prevent them from experiencing arts enrichment opportunities.

2018 $10,000

PA 13 Theatre Horizon, Inc. Theater Norristown

To support a production of "Hero School," co-conceived and directed by Matthew Decker 

and Emmanuelle Delpech, and written by Jeremy Gable. The play is a new, immersive 

theater work for very young and family audiences that tells the story of a young Latina girl 

who is trying to earn her diploma from a school for superheroes. When the school's 

principal is captured by a villain, she enlists the help of the audience to rescue him. The 

production will emphasize sensory experience, bold visual design, and a participatory 

narrative. The theater will partner with the Willow School and the Latin American Action 

Committee of Montgomery County on outreach for the production.

2017 $10,000



PA 14 Bricolage Theater Pittsburgh

To support the development and premiere of an immersive theatrical experience. 

Prompted by the theater's history of immersive theater work and Carnegie Museum of 

Art and Carnegie Museum of Natural History's desire to explore new models for audience 

engagement and cross-disciplinary collaboration, the organizations are joining forces to 

create a theater work that breaks free from institutional traditions. By taking into account 

the vast inventory of museum collections, confronting core questions, and transgressing 

front-of-house/back-of-house boundaries, the work is intended to set new standards for 

excellence and engagement in the theater and museum fields.

2017 $10,000

PA 14
New Hazlett Center for the 

Performing Arts

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Pittsburgh

To support the Community Supported Art (CSA) performance series and educational 

matinee program. Emerging artists in the performing arts will be provided with a stipend, 

rehearsal and performance space, technical support, marketing services, and mentoring 

to create and present new work. Artists also will be provided with extensive 

documentation of their creation process, including audio-visual recordings of rehearsals, 

pre-show interviews, post-show audience feedback, and critiques written by artists, 

journalists, and others.

2017 $10,000

PA 14
County of Allegheny, 

Pennsylvania
Visual Arts Pittsburgh

To support Pittsburgh International Airport's artist residency program. Art in the Airport 

will provide the selected artist with workspace and materials to create an installation in 

the medium of his or her choice. As part of the conceptualization process, the artist will 

engage various communities and audiences at the airport through self-directed creative 

exercises and events. Airport staff will serve as docents for the events. Public 

engagement will include an artist talk and a press event.

2017 $20,000

PA 14 Alia Musica Pittsburgh Music Pittsburgh

To support a residency with vocal quartet Quince. Plans include performances by the 

quartet, master classes, and workshops with local composers and vocalists. The residency 

will culminate in a joint performance of Luciano Berio's 1965 work, "Laborintus II," 

featuring Quince and the Alia Musica ensemble.

2017 $10,000

PA 14
Pittsburgh Downtown 

Partnership
Visual Arts Pittsburgh

To support the commissioning of a temporary public art installation for the Market 

Square Public Art Program. The program, developed in partnership with the City of 

Pittsburgh and the Office of Public Art, will commission new work by artist Pablo 

Valbuena for installation in downtown Pittsburgh. It is anticipated that the artist's work 

will include some interactive elements to invigorate the square. Outreach will include 

educational talks, events, and tours.

2017 $25,000

PA 14 Society for Arts in Crafts Visual Arts Pittsburgh

To support an exhibition that will explore artists' responses to issues of shelter. Artists 

will address the following: "Asylum" will focus on the plight of refugees and immigrants, 

as well as disaster relief; "Home" will examine notions of home, homelessness, 

ownership, and personal agency; "Place" will consider ideas of gentrification, 

neighborhood identity, development, population growth and decline, and opportunities 

for creative placemaking; and "Sanctuary" will explore ideas of personal space and the 

body as refuge. Partnerships with community housing and advocacy organizations will 

assist with outreach and a curriculum guide and an exhibition catalogue will accompany 

the exhibition, as well as lectures, artist demonstrations, teacher training workshops, and 

hands-on art making.

2017 $20,000



PA 14
Greater Pittsburgh Arts 

Council
Local Arts Agencies Pittsburgh

To support the Increasing Accessibility in Pittsburgh's Arts and Culture initiative. The 

multifaceted initiative is designed to help arts and culture organizations welcome people 

with disabilities to their facilities, programs, and events. Core components of the initiative 

will include workshops led by local and national presenters on a variety of accessibility 

topics, an accessibility peer network, special training opportunities, and technical support 

and advisement from GPAC staff. A new inventory of audio equipment is available for 

free, shared use by participating organizations, allowing them to provide assistive 

listening, audio description, and language translation for their audiences. Past GPAC 

accessibility workshops have included topics such as Inclusive Emergency Planning, 

Accessible Festivals, Best Practices for ADA Coordinators, Website Accessibility, and 

Audio Description for Theater.

2018 $35,000

PA 14 City of Asylum Pittsburgh
Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Pittsburgh

To support Jazz Poetry Month and related activities. Each week of the month of 

September, a different group of poets and musicians will perform for free in various 

configurations, as soloists and in ensembles. Previous poets that have been featured have 

included Sherman Alexie, Maurice Blanchot (France), Ariel Dorfman, and Laszlo 

Krasznahorkai (Hungary).

2018 $30,000

PA 14 Pittsburgh Glass Center, Inc. Visual Arts Pittsburgh

To support an artists-in-residence program. Created to bridge the gap between glass and 

other media, the program will invite artists who work outside the medium of glass to 

develop new work with assistance from a master glass artist. Resident artists selected by 

a committee of curators and artists will present lectures, workshops, and demonstrations 

as part of an educational outreach effort. The residencies will culminate in an exhibition.

2017 $20,000

PA 14
Greater Pittsburgh Arts 

Council
Local Arts Agencies Pittsburgh

To support the Increasing Accessibility in Pittsburgh's Arts and Culture initiative. The 

project is designed to help arts and culture organizations welcome people with disabilities 

to their facilities, programs, and events. Core components of the initiative will include 

workshops on a variety of accessibility topics, an accessibility peer network, special 

training opportunities, and technical support and advisement from GPAC staff.

2017 $30,000

PA 14 Pittsburgh Opera, Inc. Opera Pittsburgh

To support a new production of "Moby Dick" by composer Jake Heggie and librettist Gene 

Scheer. Based on the novel by Herman Melville, the opera explores questions about fate, 

human nature, free will, brotherhood, and loss. The creative team will include director 

Kristine McIntyre, set designer Erhard Rom, costume designer Jessica Jahn, and tenor 

Roger Honeywell. Community engagement activities for a diverse audience of all ages and 

socioeconomic backgrounds will include workshops for educators, opportunities for 

students to attend performances, and various introductory and in-depth exploration 

programs for adult life-long learners.

2018 $25,000

PA 14 Pittsburgh Symphony, Inc. Music Pittsburgh

To support a commissioning and performance project celebrating Music Director 

Manfred Honeck's tenth anniversary season. The project will feature works by the 

orchestra's former Composers of the Year, such as John Adams, Jennifer Higdon, James 

MacMillan, Steven Stucky, and Reza Vali. To celebrate Honeck's Music for the Spirit 

initiative, a partnership with local communities, and his commitment to new music, the 

orchestra will perform newly-commissioned works by composers James MacMillan, Boris 

Pigovat, and Reza Vali (who represent three Abrahamic faiths-Christian, Islamic, and 

Jewish, respectively) based on the same spiritual content, such as a psalm. In addition, 

Jennifer Higdon will be commissioned to write a new concerto for tuba which will be 

premiered by the orchestra with guest conductor Atlanta Symphony Orchestra's Music 

Director Robert Spano. Performances will be presented at Heinz Hall.

2018 $35,000



PA 14 Early Music America, Inc. Music Pittsburgh

To support the Young Performers Festival and community engagement events. The 

festival will include concerts of music from the middle ages to the Baroque period held in 

conjunction with the Boston Early Music Festival, by ensembles of students selected 

through a juried process from colleges, universities, and conservatories throughout North 

America. Additional activities will include open sight-reading sessions, networking events, 

and career development workshops. Also, free community engagement events will be 

held in Nashville and Philadelphia for day-long workshops for professional, student, and 

amateur musicians.

2017 $10,000

PA 14 City of Asylum Pittsburgh
Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Pittsburgh

To support Jazz Poetry Month. Each September, American jazz artists and poets from 

around the world will perform together and individually in an accessible community 

setting. The International Writing Program of the University of Iowa will assist in curating 

the international poets. All performances will be free.

2017 $30,000

PA 14 Pittsburgh Opera, Inc. Opera Pittsburgh

To support the world premiere of "The Summer King" by composer and librettist Daniel 

Sonenberg. The opera focuses on the life of legendary Negro League baseball catcher 

Josh Gibson, a Pittsburgh native whose talent drew comparisons to Babe Ruth and earned 

him a place as the second Negro League ballplayer ever inducted into the Baseball Hall of 

Fame. As the story examines the trials and triumphs of a great athlete against the 

backdrop of the racial divide in America's favorite pastime of baseball, the work explores 

civil rights and social justice in our own communities today. The opera will be the first 

world premiere by the company in its 78-year history.

2017 $25,000

PA 14
Manchester Craftsmen's 

Guild
Music Pittsburgh

To support a jazz concert series featuring artists and orchestras of various styles. The 

Birdland All-Stars, a ten-piece orchestra led by drummer Tommie Igoe, will be 

accompanied by visual artist Jeremy Sutton, who creates live art during performances and 

who will hold a workshop with youth enrolled at MCG Youth  Arts. Actor, dancer, and 

singer Ben Vereen will present classic renditions of standards backed by an acclaimed trio 

and hold a workshop for Pittsburgh theater students. Grammy-award winning Latin jazz 

artist, conguero, band leader, and salsa singer Poncho Sanchez will present a program 

that blends Cuban, Latin, and bebop jazz. In addition, he will hold an open rehearsal with 

a focus on educating the audience about the concept of improvisation in jazz.

2018 $12,500

PA 14 Carnegie Mellon University Challenge America Pittsburgh

To support the Carnegie Mellon International Film Festival. Screenings of contemporary 

world cinema films including narrative features, documentaries, and shorts will be 

presented along with associated activities such as question-and-answer sessions, 

workshops, and performances. Events with guest artists will celebrate and raise 

awareness of Pittsburgh's rich variety of ethnic groups.

2017 $10,000

PA 14 Mattress Factory, Ltd. Visual Arts Pittsburgh

To support an exhibition marking the museum's 40th anniversary. The project will include 

a residency component, featuring new work created by artists who had previously 

exhibited at the museum. Extensive educational programming is planned, including artist 

talks and activities directed to teens and families. Staff also will work with artists to 

develop a variety of programs for all ages, enabling visitors to understand and participate 

in the artists' creative practice.

2017 $50,000

PA 14 Mattress Factory, Ltd. Museums Pittsburgh

To support an exhibition and residency by Brazilian artists Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo. 

Known collectively under the pseudonym OSGEMEOS (Portuguese for "the twins"), 

Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo (b. 1974) will create installations and murals using a wide 

range of media, including objects they repurpose and collect in an exploration of 

contemporary urban themes, the festivals, music, and folk art of Brazil. The artists will 

work in-residence for two months and will receive materials and assistance needed to 

create work. The residency and exhibition will be complemented with a wide range of 

educational and outreach programming designed for a variety of ages.

2018 $65,000



PA 14 City Theatre Company, Inc. Theater Pittsburgh

To support a production of "The Royale" by Marco Ramirez. Prejudice towards minorities 

is explored through the lens of an African-American boxer's life. The play is loosely based 

on the story of 1905 World Colored Heavyweight Champion Jack Johnson. "The Royale" 

chronicles Jackson's physical, mental, and emotional conditioning as he prepares to take 

on a white boxer with the hope of becoming the undisputed world champion during the 

height of the Jim Crow era. Engagement and outreach activities may include 

performances, talkbacks, pre-show discussions, and community partner panels for 

students, seniors, and general audiences.

2017 $10,000

PA 14 City Theatre Company, Inc. Theater Pittsburgh

To support the premiere of "Citizen's Market" by Cori Thomas. Set in a small New York 

City grocery store, the play follows a group of immigrant characters from disparate 

locations: the store's El Salvadoran American manager, a young woman from Ghana, a 

store clerk from Sierra Leone who mentors her, and a homeless elderly couple from 

Romania. The group forms an unlikely family as they tackle the challenges of love, 

heartbreak, and staying afloat in the city that never sleeps. The production will be 

accompanied by engagement events including talkbacks, pre-show discussions, and 

community panels for students, seniors, and general audience members.

2018 $15,000

PA 14
Manchester Craftsmen's 

Guild
Music Pittsburgh

To support a series of performances by large ensembles as part of MCG Jazz's 30th 

anniversary season. Three ensembles will each present two distinct programs at the 

Manchester Craftsmen's Guild and engage in educational outreach and community 

engagement activities. Performers will include Rufus Reid in a trio, quintet and big band 

setting with a tribute to NEA Jazz Master Ray Brown; the all-female DIVA Jazz Orchestra 

with guest soloists such as Bobby Crenshaw, Maurice Hines, and Ken Peplowski, in a "Diva  

The Boys" program; as well as the Bob Mintzer Big Band joining up with the New York 

Voices for a show blending swing, bebop, and Latin styles.

2017 $12,500

PA 15

Pennsylvania State 

University Hershey Medical 

Center

Music Hershey

To support jazz and classical music performances. More than 30 performances will take 

place in partnership with the Central Pennsylvania Friends of Jazz and the Harrisburg 

Symphony Orchestra. Musicians will perform in the Medical Center's lobbies, family 

areas, cafeterias, and inpatient units for diverse audiences comprised of patients, 

caregivers, family members, and healthcare professionals including clinicians, nurses, 

pharmacists, and medical students. Select musicians will be invited to share their 

experiences and stories at a video-recorded lecture for educators and medical 

professionals at the Penn State College of Medicine Department of Humanities.

2017 $10,000

PA 15
State Education Agency 

Directors of Arts Education
Arts Education Palmyra

To support the development of a strategic plan and improvements to online tools for 

communicating and engaging with internal and external stakeholders. SEADAE members 

are managers of arts education in state education agencies in states, the District of 

Columbia, and Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA). Others that will 

benefit from this project include state arts agencies, professional arts education 

associations, and local education agencies. Consultants in strategic planning and 

technology, as well as SEADAE members donate their time to the project. Throughout the 

year, members and other partners in the arts education field will provide information 

through virtual online sessions and meetings at the National Assembly of State Arts 

Agency Professional Development Institute that will align SEADAE's work and mission 

with the strategic communication plan.

2017 $40,000



PA 15
State Education Agency 

Directors of Arts Education
Arts Education Palmyra

To support professional development for a network of arts education directors in state 

departments of education. State Education Agency Directors of Arts Education (SEADAE) 

members are managers of arts education at state education agencies, including the 

District of Columbia and Department of Defense Education Activity, and are responsible 

for overseeing arts education policy within their state for dance, music, theater, visual 

arts, and media arts. Arts education experts will provide virtual and in-person training and 

resources on strategies that states and local school districts are using to address arts 

education in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). ESSA is a reauthorization of the 1965 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act, which established the federal government's 

expanded role in public education. Online educational sessions will be available to 

SEADAE members on a monthly basis to help them learn strategies for leveraging 

opportunities to support arts education as an essential part of their state's U.S. 

Department of Education-approved ESSA plan. An in-person convening focused on arts 

education and ESSA will be open to educators, administrators, state agency personnel, 

teaching artists, and higher education faculty, among others.

2018 $40,000

PA 15
Bach Choir of Bethlehem, 

Inc.
Music Bethlehem

To support educational programs for youth, adults, and intergenerational groups. 

Educational programs will include Bach to School assembly programs for elementary 

through high school students and Bach at Noon, a free concert series of Bach cantatas. In 

collaboration with Touchstone Theatre, a family concert will feature a re-mounting of the 

stage version of "Mr. Bach Comes to Call," in celebration of the tenth anniversary of the 

film release and national PBS broadcast. During the annual Bethlehem Bach Festival, 

educational activities will include pre-concert performances by youth ensembles, a 

concert with auditioned young musicians performing with professional musicians, and a 

late night event of Baroque chamber performances.

2017 $15,000

PA 15 ArtsQuest
Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Bethlehem N/A 2017 $10,000

PA 15
Pennsylvania Shakespeare 

Festival
Theater Center Valley

To support pre-professional training programs for acting students. The Young Company 

and Acting Apprenticeship programs offer performance opportunities for young actors in 

an annual children's production, a Young Company Shakespeare Project, and the 

Shakespeare for Kids program. In addition, students are cast in small and ensemble roles 

in mainstage productions, and participate in master classes taught by company members 

throughout the festival's summer season.

2017 $15,000

PA 15 Touchstone Theater Bethlehem

To support the Young Playwrights' Lab. Teaching artists from the theater will lead after-

school theater arts residencies that link creativity and literacy by teaching playwriting to 

students in the Bethlehem and Allentown school districts. The program will culminate 

with the annual Young Playwrights' Festival, in which a selection of student plays will be 

produced for the public by the Touchstone Ensemble and guest artists.

2017 $10,000

PA 16
Lancaster Symphony 

Orchestra
Music Lancaster

To support Music Discovery Experience, a community engagement program. Plans 

include open rehearsals, Music Discovery Performances for high school students, and an 

instrument-lending program. Other project activities will include a program offering free 

concert tickets for families, instrument petting zoos for elementary school students, 

master classes for students in high schools and universities, and student ensemble 

performances.

2017 $10,000

PA 17
Scranton Shakespeare 

Festival
Challenge America Scranton

To support the Scranton Shakespeare Festival, presenting a variety of free theater 

performances. The festival will include Shakespeare productions alongside a combination 

of musicals and contemporary plays inspired by classic works of drama. In addition, an 

original piece created and performed by high school students will be among the offerings.

2018 $10,000



PA 17
Scranton Shakespeare 

Festival
Challenge America Scranton

To support the Scranton Shakespeare Festival. The festival will include a Shakespeare play 

alongside a combination of musicals and contemporary plays inspired by classic works of 

drama. The festival will provide an opportunity for the Scranton audience, especially low-

income residents, to enjoy affordable, professional theater that is accessible to audiences 

of all ages and backgrounds.

2017 $10,000

PA 17 Lafayette College Music Easton

To support jazz programming at the Williams Center for the Arts. The project will 

comprise performances featuring musicians who will be appearing on the Williams Center 

stage either for the first time or returning as leaders of their own ensembles after having 

been presented as sidemen in the past. Ancillary activities may include master classes, 

open rehearsals, and lectures as well as pre- and post-performance discussions 

moderated by Lafayette College faculty.

2017 $10,000

PA 18
Westmoreland Museum of 

Art
Museums Greensburg

To support the exhibition "The Art of Movement: Alexander Calder, George Rickey  Tim 

Prentice." More than 30 sculptures and a selection of works on paper will demonstrate 

how these 20th-century leaders of the kinetic art movement developed systems of 

motion for their sculpture. Using balance and counterweight activated solely by 

uncontrolled air movement, the exhibited works will contain no mechanical or electrical 

operating parts. Programming includes a talk by Prentice about his work; a studio 

workshop for adults; hands-on studio workshops for children that explore the connection 

between engineering and kinetic art; and summer art camps.

2017 $10,000

TOTAL: $4,202,724


