
State District Organization Name Discipline / Field City Project Description Fiscal Year Grant Amount

RI 0 Ramadan, Emma Literature Providence

To support the translation from the French of the poetry collection "The Shutters" 

by Moroccan writer Ahmed Bouanani. Bouanani (1938-2011) was a novelist, poet, 

film director, and documenter of traditional arts in different regions of the country. 

The Shutters is a powerful and surreal mapping of Morocco's cultural history and 

collective memory. The book is divided into several sections, all of which revolve 

around a house where the narrator lives with his grandmother, and through which 

a series of ancestors and mythical beings pass. Bouanani weaves together 

references to the Second World War, the Rif War, the Spanish and French 

protectorates, and the dead soldiers, prisoners, and poets who give voice to the 

violence inflicted on them. Bouanani believed that tradition held the key to a 

country's heart and identity. He dedicated his life to tracking Morocco's heritage 

that has been forgotten but not annihilated.

2017 $12,500

RI 0 Thomas, Sarah Literature Providence

To support the translation from the Spanish of the novel "The Old Won" by Mar 

Gomez Glez. Glez (b. 1977) is a fiction writer and playwright. The Old Won is her 

second novel. Published in 2015 and set between Madrid and New York, it is told in 

vignettes about an unnamed protagonist from the age of two to thirty. The story 

offers a glimpse of what it means to grow up, awaken intellectually, leave familiar 

surroundings, and interrogate relationships with family, romantic interests, 

antagonists, and one's own demons, fears, ambitions, and fantasies. In the months 

since it was published, the book received accolades from fellow writers and critics 

in Spain and abroad. The Spanish critic Mercedes Suero selected it as one of the 

five books not to miss at the close of Madrid's 2015 Book Fair.

2017 $12,500

RI 0 Magidow, Melanie Literature
South 

Kingstown

To support the translation from the Arabic of the 12th-century folk epic "The Tale 

of Lady Dhat al-Himma." This 7,000-page work is the longest extant Arabic epic 

poem and the only one named for a woman. While the author is unknown, the 

epics were known to be recited and performed by storytellers, especially during 

the holiday month of Ramadan and during leisure times. Complete with fight 

scenes, love scenes, and warrior women, this epic follows a woman and her son 

and their posse of friends as they move back and forth primarily in the Arab-

Byzantine borderlands, with visits to Constantinople and to the caliph's court in 

Baghdad.

2017 $12,500

RI 1 Everett
Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Providence

To support the creation of a new performance and related activities. An 

accompanying video installation will interweave personal stories about the justice 

system from prisoners, police chiefs, judges, prosecutors, public defenders, 

legislators, reporters and activists. In addition to performances, Everett Dance will 

provide workshops and forums that bring scholars, artists, and community 

members together to talk about mass incarceration.

2017 $10,000

RI 1
Sandra Feinstein-Gamm 

Theatre
Design Pawtucket

To support community planning and visioning of a cultural anchor for the City of 

Warwick, Rhode Island The project will center on the community engagement and 

design phase of a plan to turn a Warwick building into a cultural facility that will be 

the new Gamm Theatre. The Sandra Feinstein-Gamm Theatre will partner with the 

City of Warwick and additional community partners on civic engagement and 

planning for the new facility.

2017 $50,000



RI 1
Rhode Island School of 

Design
Arts Education Providence

To support Project Open Door. The free, after-school and summer visual arts 

education program is intended to serve high school students and teachers from 

underserved communities. Participating youth will develop technical skills in the 

visual arts and prepare competitive college entrance portfolios. Graduate students 

supervised by RISD faculty will provide arts instruction in a variety of artistic media. 

Students will have the opportunity to work in an open studio, build portfolios of 

creative work, and make museum and gallery visits-including an annual visit to 

New York City.

2017 $15,000

RI 2 DownCity Design Design Providence

To support an in-school design education program. This initiative will promote 

design education throughout Rhode Island using a series of free professional 

development workshops for teachers called Design Thinking in the Classroom. 

Experienced design educators also will partner with public school teachers to co-

teach in-school design/build residencies in which students identify needs and 

challenges within their school and work together to design and build small-scale 

structures, products, or programs. The training will empower youth to use the 

design process to create positive change in their communities.

2017 $25,000

RI 2 DownCity Design Design Providence

To support design programs for youth which will address growing community 

concerns about environmental sustainability and resilience. Experienced design 

educators will lead after-school programs in which students identify needs and 

challenges in the public spaces of Providence, and work together to design and 

build small-scale structures that creatively respond to those needs. The program 

will engage more than 100 urban youth, giving them essential design skills while 

empowering them to become agents of change within their own communities.

2018 $30,000

RI 2
Alliance of Artists 

Communities
Artist Communities Providence

To support professional development programming within the field of artist 

communities. The Emerging Leader Fellows program is a year-long professional 

development program for early-career leaders in the artist communities field. 

Board Track is a one-day intensive during the annual conference designed to teach 

staff and board members best practices. The Peer Cohorts program is a year-round 

networking effort to address specific management concerns for areas of interest 

such as arts and the environment, performing arts, and artist residencies abroad.

2017 $35,000

RI 2
Alliance of Artists 

Communities
Artist Communities Providence

To support an initiative to improve accessibility in the artist communities field. The 

multifaceted accessibility project will include identifying and expanding 

opportunities for artists with disabilities, developing tools for residency programs, 

and advocating for greater resources to assist residency programs in serving artists 

with disabilities. The Alliance will create and distribute a fieldwide accessibility 

survey and publish an accessibility toolkit. The Alliance also will produce content 

for its annual conference, future webinars, and other tools for the wider network 

of artist-centered organizations. Additionally, the Alliance will assess and improve 

accessibility of their convenings, online presence, resources, and offices.

2018 $40,000



RI 2 Trinity Repertory Company Theater Providence

To support a production of the Spanish Golden Age drama "Fuente Ovejuna" by 

Lope de Vega. Based on true events, the play tells the story of an entire village's 

collective confession to the murder of a tyrannical ruler in 1476. The production 

will be directed by Mark Valdez, and will feature a cast of members of Trinity Rep's 

resident acting company, students of its MFA program, and artists from New 

England's Latino theater community. Community engagement opportunities will 

include post-show discussions, enrichment materials, and an interactive lobby 

display.

2017 $20,000

RI 2 Trinity Repertory Company Musical Theater Providence

To support a production of "Ragtime" with book by Terrence McNally, lyrics by 

Lynn Ahrens, and music by Stephen Flaherty. The musical closely follows E.L. 

Doctorow's 1974 novel, telling the story of an upper-class, Protestant suburban 

family, an African-American couple in Harlem, and a Jewish immigrant and his 

daughter navigating the complexities of New York City at the turn of the century. 

Directed by Artistic Director Curt Columbus, the production will feature the 

theater's resident acting company, and will be accompanied by a series of 

outreach and educational opportunities, including pre-show talks, post-show 

discussions, and digital contextual material about the play, its history, and the 

artistic team.

2018 $15,000

RI 2 Community Musicworks Music Providence

To support free music educational and performance programs for at-risk youth. 

Resident musicians in the program will provide instrumental lessons as well as 

instruction in subjects such as music theory and improvisation. Other activities will 

include a leadership development program for advanced students, performance 

opportunities for students, and professional concerts by resident musicians.

2017 $65,000

RI 2 New Urban Arts Arts Education Providence

To support the Youth Mentorship in the Arts program and the Summer Art 

Internship program for teens. Under the mentorship of professional artists in the 

community, students will gain skills in photography, drawing, painting, sculpture, 

fashion design, printmaking, screen printing, poetry/spoken-word, video, and 

digital media. Students will display work through multiple platforms including 

gallery exhibitions, student publications, fashion shows, and social media. Students 

also will receive post-secondary advising, including support through the college 

application process.

2017 $15,000

RI 2
Rhode Island State Council 

on the Arts
State & Regional Providence N/A 2017 $718,700

RI 2 FirstWorks
Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Providence

To support a series of multidisciplinary presentations and accompanying outreach 

activities. Participating artists including Bandaloop, Chick Corea, Betsayda 

Machada, Qryq Qyz, and Doppleganger Dance Collective will perform. FirstWorks 

will offer related engagement activities including local artist showcases, panel 

discussions, master classes, films, social dance events, experiential learning, and 

performances in community spaces.

2017 $30,000

RI 2 AS220
Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Providence

To support the Community Live Arts Residency program. The residencies will 

provide opportunities for artists to connect with underserved populations by 

incorporating the citizens of Providence into the artwork itself, as well as teaching 

skills that can be used to help local artists produce their own art. Teams of area art 

teachers and practicing local artists will create original material while also 

developing their own profiles as facilitators of community based art.

2017 $10,000

TOTAL: $1,116,200


