
  

 

CALL TO ARTISTS 
STEPHEN G. TERRELL RECREATION CENTER 

TRAIL ENHANCEMENTS 
ALLEN, TEXAS 

 
Project Summary 
The City of Allen and the Allen Public Art Committee seek to commission site-specific artwork for 
the trail at the Stephen G. Terrell Recreation Center that will engage citizens who utilize the trail. 
Artists or artist teams are invited to submit qualifications and concept designs for project scope to 
include design, fabrication and installation of artistic elements that comprise a signature piece not 
only for trail users, but for the Allen community.  The design and/or scope of services should be 
all-inclusive of any necessary professional design services needed for proper execution and 
completion of the art installation. 
 
Project Background 
Allen, Texas (population nearly 110,000) is located in the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex, 15 miles 
north of Dallas. Once a very small, agriculturally based community, Allen experienced double-
digit growth during the late 1990s through the mid-2000s. Allen now boasts substantial retail 
developments, a regional convention center, multiple hotels, and a sports and entertainment 
venue. Allen is considered a highly desirable city in which to live due to its exemplary schools and 
outstanding community amenities.   
  
The Stephen G. Terrell Recreation Center is a 149,000 square-foot facility under construction at 
1680 W. Exchange Parkway, south of Ridgeview Drive. This $54 million project is envisioned to 
be completed and opened in summer 2023.   
 
Current facility plans include: 
 

• Two gymnasiums featuring 3 courts for recreation and up to 8 courts for competitive play 
(multiple sports and activities) 

• Indoor play spaces to engage younger users 

• An indoor walk/jog track with both flat and inclined/stair options 

• Group fitness areas for aerobics, dance and spin classes 

• Weights and cardio areas for independent fitness 

• Child watch area 

• Catering kitchen 

• Outdoor fitness deck 
 
Additional project information can be found at LifeinAllen.org/progress.   
 
The Allen community places high value on the trail system in the community. The City of Allen 
trail system consists of 78 miles of hike and bike trails. These treasured amenities provide safe 
places to walk and bike while allowing for natural beauty, adventure and exploration. 
Greenbelt trails, located along major creek corridors, serve as the backbone of Allen's trail 
system. Loop and connector trails link these greenbelts to neighborhoods, parks, retailer 
centers and other amenities. 
 
Allen is part of the Six Cities trail plan, a blueprint for creating a regional trail system connecting 
Allen, Plano, McKinney, Richardson, Frisco and Garland. Allen is located within the Regional 
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Veloweb, a network of planned off-street, shared-use paths stretching across 10 counties in 
North Central Texas. 
   
For more information regarding the Trail System, current and future, please consult the City of 
Allen Trail and Bikeways Master Plan. 

 
Project Scope 
The selected artist will design and fabricate trail enhancements that incorporate the natural 
environment, are representative of the Allen community, and are complimentary to the existing 
building. This trail will be adjacent to the city’s new and largest recreation center, which will draw 
not only residents but visitors from outside the city for regional tournaments and special events.  
 
The City of Allen’s Public Art Committee is keenly interested in proposed works of art that may 
address any or all of the following elements and with materials that are durable and subject to 
low or no maintenance and suited for an outdoor trail environment: 
 

• Changing/responsive 

• Kinetic/ Movement  

• Lighting  

• Timeless 

• Fun 

• Interactive 

• Whimsical 
 
A key component should be artwork at the trail entrance that can be visible from the parking lot 
as well as to walkers and bikers.  The installation could also include enhancements at some or all 
of the stations on the story book trail (see more details below) but is not limited to only that space.  
There will be 10-25 stations which will include a two-sided story book kiosk on a concrete pad as 
depicted below.  Other artistic amenities could include such as but not limited to, park benches, 
bike racks, and a bike repair station.   
 
For more information on the concept of Story Book Trails please visit 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fw-p1TPYnvA  
 
Please see the attached photos for more project details.   
 
Eligibility 
This competition is open to all artists or artist teams, 18 years of age or older, working in any 
medium. For the purpose of this document, an artist is defined as a professional practitioner in 
the arts, generally recognized by his or her peers as possessing serious intent and ability. This is 
a national call for submittals. While residency will not necessarily carry additional weight, Texas-
based artists are especially encouraged to consider this opportunity.  Anticipated installation is 
March 2023. Artists should consider their availability in the immediate future when responding to 
this call.   
 
Project Budget 
The budget for this project is $200,000. This includes all costs related to the design, 
administration, fabrication, and installation of artwork. The budget is also inclusive of all required 
insurance and artist travel costs associated with this project. The selected artist will be required 
to meet the city’s insurance requirements.    
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Deadline for Submitting Application and Materials 
5 p.m. CST, Sunday, July 17, 2022. Applications and materials must be received by this date and 
time to be considered.   
 
Selection Process 
 

1) An initial submission of qualifications stage, from which up to six (6) semi-finalists may be 
selected based upon the materials submitted. The selection of semi-finalists will be made 
by the Public Art Selection Panel. 

 
2) An initial interview stage where semi-finalists will participate in a short video interview and 

will then be given the opportunity to ask questions specific to the project. No more than 
three (3) finalists will be selected by the Public Art Selection Panel to be moved on to the 
finalist conceptual design. 
 

3) A final interview stage, during which up to three (3) finalists will be paid a $500 honorarium 
to develop a conceptual design for the artwork to present to Public Art Selection Panel. 
This phase may also be conducted via video conference.  Should on-site interviews be 
necessary, the City of Allen will reimburse the artist for pre-defined, reasonable travel 
expenses related to travel to Allen, TX, for the interview. If an artist team is applying, travel 
expenses will be reimbursed for one member of the team to present the project.   

 
 
Submission Guidelines 
While the City of Allen may have previous information on file, current information is desired. 
Therefore, please submit all items as listed below. Only complete submissions will be reviewed 
by the Allen Public Art Committee. 
 
 REQUIRED 
 

1)  A maximum two-page (8.5” x 11”) typed artist statement, consisting of the following: 
a. Your interest in this specific project and relevant experience, especially related 

to collaborative projects. 
b. Your approach to working collaboratively.  
c. How your body of work, including the materials you typically use, could relate 

to this project.   
 

2) A maximum two-page (8.5” x 11”) typed statement related to successful collaborative 
projects in which you have participated. Please include references and contact 
information of those who can speak on your participation as a part of that team.   

 
3) Up to six (6) photographs to be named and numbered corresponding to an annotated 

script. Photos of projects demonstrating artworks as part of overall theming, integrated 
and/or functional works are of particular interest. No videos, please.   

 
4) An annotated script (one-page maximum), saved as a PDF document related to the 

submitted photographs to include the project name, medium, date of completion, 
project budget and short statement describing the work.   

 



  

 

5) A current resume (maximum 3 pages for each artist or each member of an artist team), 
including references. Please list any previous experience working directly with 
architects, landscape architects or other disciplines related to design and integration 
of artwork. 

 
Direct all submissions to PublicArt@cityofallen.org. Please include the following in the subject 
line: “STRC Trail Enhancements”.  For general questions, please email Jennifer Robinson at 
jrobinson@cityofallen.org or call 214.509.4703. 

 
Submissions must be received no later than 5 p.m. CST, Sunday, July 17, 2022. 

 
 
Please note: The City of Allen will not be responsible for the receipt of materials beyond the 
deadline as a result of technological failures outside of the City’s control.     
 
Estimated Schedule (Subject to change) 

July 17, 2022 Submissions due by 5 p.m. CST 

July 2022 Selection panel review begins 

Aug 2022 Semi-finalists selected 

Late Aug 2022 Semi-finalist video conference interviews and finalists 
selected 

October 2022 Finalist interviews/concept design presentations 

October 2022 Selection panel recommendation to Allen Public Art 
Committee 

November 2022 Final concept recommendation made to City Council 

November – December  2022 Artist contract negotiated 

December - January 2022 Artist contract to Allen City Council for approval and 
execution 
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Storybook Trail Kiosk will be similar to those pictured below.  More details can be found HERE but vendor has not 
been confirmed. 
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There will be 10-25 storybook kiosks spread throughout the loop noted above in yellow.  
The kiosks will be off the main trail as noted below with some including seating. 

 
 


