
State District Organization Name Discipline / Field City Project Description Fiscal Year Grant Amount

UT 0 Levy, Rachel Literature
Salt Lake 

City
N/A 2018 $25,000

UT 1
Sundance Children's 

Theatre Inc.
Theater Park City

To support the Sundance Institute Theatre Program. The program is 

designed to serve the field of American theater by providing 

resources and development opportunities to generative theater 

artists. The program includes residency Labs in Wyoming and 

Massachusetts, which offer a focused and rigorous creative process 

and mentorship for artists as they develop new work for the stage. In 

addition, participants receive year-round creative and tactical support 

including dramaturgical input, work-in-progress readings, workshops, 

and other opportunities. The program also includes Creative 

Tensions, participatory theater workshops held in cities across the 

United States that are designed to engage participants in collective 

conversation through physical movement.

2018 $65,000

UT 1 Sundance Institute Media Arts Park City

To support the Creative Distribution Initiative (CDI), a distribution 

service and resource for independent filmmakers. CDI is a collection 

of educational tools and creative funding, marketing, and distribution 

partnerships created to support independent film. Providing a 

nonprofit alternative to commercial distribution, CDI allows 

independent filmmakers to retain the rights to their work and devise 

their own audience engagement strategies. Through CDI, artists 

receive such benefits as the opportunity to distribute their own films 

at preferred rates to platforms such as Hulu, Netflix, iTunes, and 

Amazon, as well as discounted fees and curated support from 

Kickstarter. Additionally, CDI offers public workshops in cities across 

the U.S. in which audiences learn best practices and perspectives 

from Sundance alumni and industry representatives. Recent films 

supported through the CDI program include Linda Goldstein 

Knowlton's "Somewhere Between," "The Genius of Marian" by Banker 

White, and Zackary Canepari and Drea Cooper's "T-Rex."

2018 $100,000

UT 1
Sundance Children's 

Theatre Inc.
Theater Park City

To support the Sundance Institute Theatre Program's Theatre Lab. 

The project is a residency program for playwrights and other 

generative theater artists. Invited projects include original scripts, 

adaptations, and reinterpretations of classic texts, dance, and solo 

performances. Providing an environment and the resources to 

advance new work toward full production, the Lab will offer a full 

range of support to enable participating artists to focus on 

strengthening the storytelling and authentic voices of their projects.

2017 $70,000



UT 1 Sundance Institute Media Arts Park City

To support Sundance Institute Artist Services. Artist Services is a 

collection of digital media, marketing, and distribution partnerships 

created to support the distribution of independent film. Providing a 

nonprofit alternative to commercial distribution, Artist Services 

allows independent filmmakers to retain the rights to their work and 

devise their own audience engagement strategies. Through Artist 

Services, artists receive such benefits as the opportunity to distribute 

their own films at preferred rates to platforms such as Hulu, Netflix, 

iTunes, and Amazon, as well as discounted fees and curated support 

from Kickstarter.

2017 $100,000

UT 1 Sundance Institute Media Arts Park City

To support the Feature Film Program. The program includes director 

and screenwriting labs, a lab for Native American producers, labs for 

composers and sound designers, and the New Frontier Story Lab, 

devoted to supporting interactive, experimental, and immersive work 

using new technologies. Providing in-depth and year-round support 

to filmmakers, from development through distribution, the Feature 

Film Program supports artists from around the world. Resources for 

selected artists include specialized residencies offering mentorship as 

well as access to a network of alumni and industry professionals.

2017 $100,000

UT 1 Utah State University Visual Arts Logan

To support a residency program for artists and scientists to 

collaborate in the creation of public works of art that address 

ecological concerns. Artists will work with the City of Logan, regional 

artists, and university-based researchers from the arts and sciences, 

to conceptualize, design, and install public art works in Cache Valley, 

Utah. The program will create art integrated with the landscape-

focused on such concepts as air quality, biodiversity, environment, 

renewable energy, water/watershed sciences, and public land uses 

that engage a wide range of age groups and communities within 

Cache Valley. Support and resources for the participating residents 

will include transportation costs, housing, facilities, technical 

assistance, materials, along with a stipend in support of creating new 

work. To further engage the community, public presentations and 

panel discussions by the residents will be planned, along with a series 

of guest lectures and curriculum-based K-12 activities and other 

supplementary activities offered by Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of 

Art.

2018 $20,000



UT 2

Center for 

Documentary 

Expression and Art

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Salt Lake 

City

To support a series of residencies for professional artists and teaching 

scholars. The residents will introduce documentary exhibits to as 

many as four Utah public schools and engage students in 

documentary-art production, using tools such as photography, 

journaling, interviewing, narrative writing, and painting. Concepts will 

include place-based learning and the creation of theme-based art 

projects such as murals, exhibits, and newspaper inserts. The program 

promotes study and use of the documentary arts and complementary 

art forms, encourages integrating arts learning with learning in other 

subjects, and generates original student art.

2017 $20,000

UT 2
Plan-B Theater 

Company
Theater

Salt Lake 

City

To support the world premiere of "River.Swamp.Cave.Mountain," a 

new play by Elaine Jarvik. Created for elementary school students, the 

play tells the story of two young girls who have recently lost their 

grandmother, who embark on a journey to try to make sense of loss, 

grief, death, and life. The work will premiere as part of the theater's 

Free Elementary School Tour, which will travel to elementary schools 

throughout six counties in the Salt Lake City area. Performances will 

be augmented with pre- and post-show interactions with the actors 

and other artists, and designed to encourage classroom discussion of 

complex issues raised by the play.

2017 $10,000

UT 2
Utah Symphony & 

Opera
Opera

Salt Lake 

City

To support a new production of "Moby-Dick" by composer Jake 

Heggie and librettist Gene Scheer. Based on the novel by Herman 

Melville, the opera follows Captain Ahab in his obsessive search for a 

great whale. The story explores questions about fate, human nature, 

and free will. The company will commission and create a mid-size 

production in terms of stage size and technology that will include new 

sets and costumes, and will enable regional companies to present the 

work. As many as five performances will take place at the Janet 

Quinney Lawson Capitol Theatre in early winter 2018.

2017 $12,000

UT 2
Utah Symphony & 

Opera
Music

Salt Lake 

City

To support Utah Symphony's celebration of American composer 

Leonard Bernstein's Centennial. Concert programs will include works 

by Bernstein such as Symphony No. 2, "Age of Anxiety" with pianist 

Conrad Tao; the Divertimento and Chichester Psalms with the 

University of Utah Choirs and a boy soprano from the Madeleine 

Choir School; "Bernstein on Broadway" featuring vocalist Morgan 

James and conductor Terry Abrams; and, in a collaboration with Utah 

Opera, a semi-staged production of the operetta "Candide" directed 

by Bruce. The performances will be presented at Abravanel Hall in 

Salt Lake City. With this tribute to Bernstein covering his diverse 

range of compositions, Utah Symphony will promote the legacy of a 

foremost American composer, including works rarely performed in 

Utah, and continue its annual practice of surveying the work of 

selected composers within the symphonic canon.

2018 $15,000



UT 2
Southern Utah 

University
Theater Cedar City

To support a production of "How to Fight Loneliness," a new play by 

Neil LaBute, at the Utah Shakespeare Festival. The play tells the story 

of a modern-day married couple at a life-changing crossroads who 

enlist the help of an old schoolmate to make a decision, bringing 

unexpected results. Directed by Artistic Director David Ivers, the play 

was developed through the festival's new play development program 

and will be staged in the new Eileen and Allen Anes Studio Theatre.

2017 $20,000

UT 2 Utah Arts Council State & Regional
Salt Lake 

City
N/A 2017 $718,400

UT 2 Bad Dog Arts Visual Arts
Salt Lake 

City

To support a teen studio art program. The program will allow teens in 

underserved communities to be mentored by professional artists in a 

variety of visual arts disciplines to gain knowledge about the realities 

of an art career. Selected participants will receive practical assistance 

such as building an artist resume, creating a portfolio, writing artist 

statements, and pricing art work. A cohort of youth participants from 

the Salt Lake Valley will be selected to participate in the program in 

collaboration with clients from the Volunteers of America Youth 

Resource Center.

2018 $20,000

UT 2
Utah Arts Festival 

Foundation, Inc.

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Salt Lake 

City

To support the Utah Arts Festival. The festival will feature local, 

regional, national, and international artists presenting work in 

disciplines including the visual, performing, media, and literary arts. A 

commissioning program will support the production and presentation 

of new works in music and dance. Members of the public also will 

have the opportunity to engage in the artistic process through 

interactive workshops and demonstrations.

2017 $15,000

UT 2
Utah Arts Festival 

Foundation, Inc.

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Salt Lake 

City

To support the Utah Arts Festival. The festival will feature local, 

regional, national, and international artists presenting work in 

disciplines including the visual, performing, media, and literary arts. A 

commissioning program will support the production and presentation 

of new works in music and dance. Members of the public also will 

have the opportunity to engage in the artistic process through 

interactive workshops and demonstrations.

2018 $10,000

UT 2
Utah Humanities 

Council
Literature

Salt Lake 

City

To support the annual Utah Humanities Book Festival. The one-month 

festival presents literary events across the state, including in small 

towns that lack bookstores or libraries. In addition to workshops and 

discussions, the festival will include storytelling and book arts 

activities for genres including fiction, nonfiction, poetry, mystery, 

fantasy, and biography.

2017 $10,000



UT 2 University of Utah Arts Education
Salt Lake 

City

To support the Side-by-Side Dance Training Residency Program. 

Tanner Dance Program teaching artists will instruct participants in 

Utah state dance learning standards through weekly curriculum-

based dance experiences that engage students and classroom 

teachers in quality dance instruction throughout the school year. A 

core feature of the program is the high level of classroom teacher 

engagement. Teachers are required to meet with teaching artists on a 

weekly basis to plan integration of core curriculum and dance, and 

participate in each dance class. A distance learning component will 

connect participating schools in Salt Lake City to rural classrooms. 

Students and teachers in both locations will learn from the same 

teaching artists and collaborate over the semester. Teaching artists 

will travel to the remote sites prior to the distance learning residency 

to provide on-site classes as well as professional development 

workshops for teachers. Residencies include a culminating 

performance for parents, the student body, and the community.

2017 $45,000

UT 2
Spy Hop Productions, 

Inc.
Arts Education

Salt Lake 

City

To support the Youth Documentary Arts Program. Under the 

mentorship of professional artists, students will explore stories and 

issues pertinent to their lives and communities, while immersed in 

the artistic, technical, and theoretical aspects of film and audio 

documentary arts.

2017 $15,000

UT 2 Ballet West Dance
Salt Lake 

City

To support the Ballet West National Choreographic Festival. Designed 

as a launching pad for the development of new works for each 

company, the festival will feature performances by Ballet West, as 

well as several invited ballet companies from across the United 

States. As part of the company's education and outreach 

programming, students from local schools will attend a free 

performance and lecture.

2017 $20,000

UT 2 Ballet West Dance
Salt Lake 

City

To support the presentation and promotion of new ballet works at 

the National Choreographic Festival. The 2018 festival will focus on 

the perspective and leadership of female choreographers, female 

artists, and female artistic directors in ballet. Ballet West will host 

visiting ballet companies and provide rehearsal time and space, 

technical requirements, and financial support. Visiting ballet 

companies will provide their own choreographic process, new ballet 

works, and management. Ballet West will invite students in Utah to 

attend a free performance and conversation with an artist during one 

of the festival weekends.

2018 $15,000



UT 2
Repertory Dance 

Theatre
Dance

Salt Lake 

City

To support a collaboration with choreographer Zvi Gotheiner and his 

company ZviDance (New York City) to develop new works. Composer 

Scott Killian will work with Gotheiner, the two dance companies, and 

other consultants to research narratives related to water and land 

use in Israel/Palestine and the American Southwest. These stories, 

along with metaphors, rituals, and movement studies will form the 

basis of the work by Gotheiner that will be developed in Moab, Utah, 

where two of the most critical (and rapidly depleting) drainages of the 

Southwest--the Green and Colorado Rivers--converge. The completed 

work will reside in the repertory of both companies for performance 

and touring.

2017 $20,000

UT 2
Salt Lake Arts Council 

Foundation

Folk & Traditional 

Arts

Salt Lake 

City

To support the Living Traditions Festival. Traditional music, dance, 

and crafts from the many ethnic communities of the Salt Lake Valley--

including Basque, Mexican, Pacific Islander, and Native American--will 

be presented. Additional components will include hands-on arts 

activities for youth at the festival, as well as a school day program 

allowing students an opportunity to participate more fully in 

culturally diverse activities.

2017 $15,000

UT 2
Salt Lake Arts Council 

Foundation

Folk & Traditional 

Arts

Salt Lake 

City

To support the Living Traditions Festival: A Celebration of Salt Lake's 

Folk and Ethnic Arts. Traditional music, dance, foodways, and crafts 

from the many ethnic communities of the Salt Lake Valley-including 

Basque, Mexican, Pacific Islander, and Native American-will be 

presented. Additional components will include hands-on arts 

activities for youth at the festival, as well as a school day program 

allowing students an opportunity to participate more fully in 

culturally diverse activities.

2018 $20,000

UT 2 University of Utah Challenge America
Salt Lake 

City

To support a residency by poet and novelist Sandra Cisneros at the 

Tanner Humanites Center. Cisneros, who writes about the Latino 

experience, will discuss her artistic process at a free public event. The 

author will also work in conjunction with community partners to 

conduct an outreach activity to underserved Salt Lake City students at 

a local library.

2017 $10,000

UT 2 University of Utah

Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 

Works

Salt Lake 

City

To support a multidisciplinary performing arts series at UtahPresents. 

International artists working in theater, dance, and music will 

perform. Engagement activities may include student matinees, 

lecture-demonstrations, workshops, and participatory arts events.

2017 $10,000

UT 2
Ririe-Woodbury Dance 

Foundation
Dance

Salt Lake 

City

To support a tour of performances and residency activities. The 

company will present works from its repertory and collaborate with 

Utah presenting organizations to tailor the outreach specifically to 

their needs and goals. Residency activities may include lecture-

demonstrations, master classes, creative movement classes, artist 

talks, and question-and-answer sessions. The company also plans to 

visit Colorado and Texas.

2017 $20,000



UT 3 Epicenter Design
Green 

River

To support downtown revitalization and community engagement 

projects in Green River, Utah. Project partners will engage 

artists/designers to work with economic development entities and 

local businesses on creative public space improvements. Epicenter 

will partner with Emery County Economic Development, Price Small 

Business Development Center, City of Green River, and Rural 

Community Assistance Corporation will also release an RFQ to 

support design a new or adaptive reuse of space. The goal is to bring 

resources to this underserved community in which one in four people 

live in poverty.

2017 $40,000

UT 3
Timpanogos Symphony 

Orchestra
Challenge America

American 

Fork

To support a series of symphonic music concerts and associated 

educational activities. Performances will feature guest pianist Scott 

Holden. The symphony will tour free concerts to geographically 

remote regions in Utah such as Price, Richfield, and Delta. The 

symphony will also work with school districts in each location to reach 

students and their families, providing educational programs in the 

schools.

2018 $10,000

UT 3
Moab Music Festival, 

Inc.
Challenge America Moab

To support the Leonard Bernstein Centennial Celebration concert 

during the annual Moab Music Festival. Guest artists will include the 

Fort Lewis College Chamber Choir, with conductor Michael Barrett 

and narrator Jamie Bernstein. As part of the festival's education and 

community outreach program, an adapted version of the program 

"Who Was Leonard Bernstein?" will be presented at assemblies for 

Grand County students.

2017 $10,000

UT 4
Utah Philharmonic 

Orchestra
Challenge America Herriman

To support the Four String Festival, and associated outreach activities. 

Guest artists, the Fry Street Quartet, will conduct sectionals, group 

ensemble, master classes, and a side-by-side concert with festival 

participants, as well as perform with the Utah Philharmonic 

Orchestra. Outreach activities for underserved youth from small, low-

income Utah communities will include a string clinic for school-age 

students.

2017 $10,000

UT 4
Utah Philharmonic 

Orchestra
Challenge America Herriman

To support a festival for high school and community orchestras that 

includes music clinics, rehearsals, and public performances. Guest 

artists will teach and demonstrate the art of preparing, staging, and 

performing a surround sound concert to Utah orchestras and 

directors. The artists will also perform and share their original music. 

Participating orchestras will prepare and perform both individually 

and as a larger group, in order to learn about the style of a surround 

sound concert.

2018 $10,000

TOTAL: $1,600,400


