
State District Organization Name Discipline / Field City Project Description Fiscal Year Grant Amount

VA 0 Ferrum College Folk & Traditional Arts Ferrum

To support the development of a museum gallery 

exhibition celebrating the folkways of the Southern Blue 

Ridge Mountains area. Planning and design will begin for 

as many as six audio visual productions for the Blue 

Ridge Heritage Center's museum. These productions will 

include a short introductory video about the region's 

traditional culture and interactive video packages 

exploring the region's musical styles, as well as 

interactive slideshows featuring folk crafts, folk art, and 

vernacular architecture.

2017 $30,000

VA 0 Michelson, Seth Literature
Charlottesv

ille

To support the translation from the Spanish and the 

Mapundungun of two poetry collections by Mapuche-

Argentine poet Liliana Ancalao. A member of the 

Mapuche-Tehuelche Nankulaven community, Ancalao (b. 

1961) was born in the Patagonian province of Chubut in 

southern Argentina, an area where nomadic indigenous 

Tehuelche peoples lived for thousands of years before 

the Spaniards arrived. This collection will combine into a 

single volume two of Ancalao's works: "Women in the 

Open Air" and "Fabric with Raw Wool." The collection 

will comprise the second English-language, single-author 

volume of poetry by a female Mapuche poet, and the 

first ever by a female Mapuche poet from Argentina. 

Ancalao writes within a traditional Mapuche framework, 

honoring the materiality of the Earth as sacred and the 

rights of people to live free of discrimination.

2018 $12,500

VA 1
Rappahannock Foundation, 

Inc.
Challenge America Kilmarnock

To support concerts by artists MoZART and Sons of 

Serendip. MozART merges musical skills with unexpected 

comedic antics. Sons of Serendip comprises a cellist, 

vocalist, pianist/guitarist, and harpist, who perform a 

combination of classical neo-soul,and rhythm and blues.

2018 $10,000

VA 1
Rappahannock Foundation, 

Inc.
Kilmarnock

To support public performances at the Lancaster Middle 

School Theater in Kilmarnock, Virginia. The 

Rappahannock Foundation will present the rock band 

Brass Transit and the jazz ensemble the John Brown 

Little Big Band as a part of its On Stage concert series. 

The performances will be marketed to the Northern 

Neck community through playbills, email blasts, radio 

spots, and advertisements in local print media.

2017 $10,000



VA 2
Eastern Shore of Virginia 

Barrier Islands Center
Challenge America

Machipong

o

To support music performances and workshops at the 

Art and Music on the Farm festival. The featured musical 

artists will represent regional styles such as gospel, old 

time mountain music, blues, and bluegrass. The 

proposed guest artists include The Glorylanders of New 

River Valley, Wayne Henderson and Helen White, Five 

Mile Mountain Road, Sheryl Warner, Libby Dunton, 

Wyatt Rice, and Claiborne Woodall. The musicians will 

each provide a mainstage performance and participate 

in a workshop at the festival, all taking place in a rural 

setting.

2018 $10,000

VA 2
Eastern Shore of Virginia 

Barrier Islands Center
Challenge America

Machipong

o

To support the Art and Music on the Farm festival. The 

featured musical artists will represent regional styles 

such as gospel, bluegrass, traditional Appalachian, and 

Piedmont blues. The proposed guest artists include The 

New Ballards Branch Bogtrotters, Erynn Marshall and 

Carl Jones, Larnell Starkey and the Spiritual Seven Gospel 

Singers, Mark Campbell and Gregg Kimball, and Sheryl 

Warner and the Homewreckers.

2017 $10,000

VA 3 Chrysler Museum Inc. Museums Norfolk

To support the exhibition, "Jefferson and Palladio: 

Designing Young America." The exhibition will explore 

the architectural work of Thomas Jefferson and Andrea 

Palladio through models, prints, paintings, furniture, 

books, design objects, photography, video, and digital 

features. Interactive visual displays will be combined 

with curator-led special events, public tours, symposia 

with related scholars, and K-12 and university level 

educational programming. This will be the first traveling 

exhibition in the United States to use models to tell the 

story of Jefferson's reinterpretation of the Renaissance 

architecture of Andrea Palladio and its implicit values for 

the young republic's own social order.

2018 $40,000

VA 3 Virginia Arts Festival, Inc. Dance Norfolk

To support the Virginia Arts Festival's 2017 dance series. 

The series will feature Mark Morris Dance Group, Lula 

Washington Dance Theatre, Richard Alston Dance 

Company, and Urban Bush Women. Residency 

components will include public performances, a 

celebration and exploration of African-American dance, 

master classes, and mentoring local dancers of all ages 

and abilities.

2017 $10,000



VA 3 Virginia Arts Festival, Inc. Dance Norfolk

To support dance performances as part of the annual 

Virginia Arts Festival. The project includes public 

performances and community engagement activities, 

including master classes and mentoring to local dancers 

of all ages and abilities.

2018 $10,000

VA 3 Virginia Symphony Music Norfolk

To support a commissioning and performance project by 

the Virginia Symphony Orchestra. The orchestra will 

premiere a new work by American composer Michael 

Daugherty-concerto for orchestra, "Steel, Smoke, Stars 

and Steam." The Grammy Award-winning composer will 

draw inspiration from the 1950s black-and-white 

photographs of railways, trains and industry by American 

photographer O. Winston Link (1914-2001). A 

commercial photographer, Link helped establish rail 

photography as a hobby and pioneered night 

photography. In addition to orchestral performances, 

programming will include forums hosted by 

representatives from the Virginia Museum of 

Transportation and the O. Winston Link Museum, both 

located in Roanoke, Virginia.

2017 $15,000

VA 4
Storefront for Community 

Design
Design Richmond

To support local and national design competitions 

focused on the design of Monument Avenue in 

Richmond, Virginia. The national design competition, 

held by Storefront for Community Design and The 

Middle of Broad Studio, will seek submissions 

reconsidering Richmond's Monument Avenue. The goal 

of the competition is to promote constructive dialogue, 

racial healing, and community education as it re-

examines Richmond's confederate monuments, and to 

generate a communitywide discussion about the role of 

design in creating a socially just environment. A 

concurrent local competition will provide youth with an 

opportunity to design speculative monuments.

2017 $30,000



VA 4
Firehouse Theatre Project 

Inc
Theater Richmond

To support the premiere of "To Damascus" by Walter 

Braxton. Inspired by August Strindberg, Thomas Mann, 

and the Catholic Mass, Braxton has created a 

contemporary allegory about love, loss, faith, 

transubstantiation, and transcendence. The opera 

reflects his quest to understand the human identity and 

his attempt to reconcile the spiritual and secular 

impulses that he's wrestled with throughout his life. 

Strindberg's trilogy "The Road to Damascus" provided an 

organizing structure for Braxton's work that recounts the 

biblical story of Paul the Apostle's conversion while on a 

journey to Damascus to persecute Christians.

2018 $10,000

VA 4 Virginia Repertory Theatre Theater Richmond

To support the world premiere production of "The End 

of War," a new play by David L. Robbins, based on his 

book by the same name. Set in embattled Berlin in the 

final days of World War II, the play examines the fears 

and atrocities of war from the perspective of a brilliant 

young cellist, her mother who is harboring one of the 

city's last Jews, and two Red Army soldiers fighting their 

way through the Eastern front. Engagement activities 

will include talkbacks with the playwright, a pre-show 

discussion series with historians, and outreach to 

veterans through The Mighty Pen, a veterans writing 

project. The theater will provide a space to showcase 

written work by participating veterans, host video 

excerpts of work online, and program public reading 

events with community partners at the Virginia War 

Memorial and Weinstein Jewish Community Center.

2017 $10,000

VA 4 Richmond Ballet, Inc. Dance Richmond

To support the creation and presentation of a new ballet 

by choreographer Kate Skarpetowska. The commission 

marks the company's second collaboration with 

Skarpetowska. As part of the Studio Series program, the 

Poland native and New York-based choreographer will 

stage her work in the company's Studio Theatre in 

downtown Richmond, paired with an established work 

from the Ballet's repertory. An introductory video 

featuring Skarpetowska speaking about her creative 

process will be played before each performance. The 

opening night will conclude with a post-show discussion 

with Skarpetowska, the dancers, and production 

designers.

2017 $20,000



VA 4 1708 Gallery Visual Arts Richmond

To support InLight Richmond, a juried outdoor exhibition 

of light-based art. Selected artists will be offered a 

stipend and installation and production support to 

develop new work that responds to the history and 

significance of a particular neighborhood. Video, 

sculpture, interactive projects, and new media works will 

be created to activate building facades, storefronts, 

green spaces, sidewalks, and alleyways. A series of 

lantern-making workshops and a lantern parade will be 

organized in partnership with local schools and 

community groups.

2017 $20,000

VA 4 ART 180 Creativity Connects Richmond

To support the Youth Self Advocacy Through Art project, 

in partnership with the Legal Aid Justice Center. The 

program will combine creative youth development 

experiences with legal expertise to address juvenile 

justice reform and build leadership among young people 

across Virginia. Incarcerated youth will work with artists 

across the country and lawyers from the Legal Aid 

Justice Center to produce media campaigns and 

exhibitions designed to spark dialogue and inspire action 

on the causes, impacts, and alternatives to the juvenile 

justice system. Recognizing the invisibility and 

marginalization incarcerated youth face, the project will 

connect their stories and ideas with artists, community 

activists, and legal experts, elevating the voices of youth 

most affected, supporting their ability to be self-

advocates for reform, and through the partnership, 

providing the materials and momentum needed to 

disrupt the school-to-prison pipeline.

2017 $50,000

VA 4
Virginia Commission for the 

Arts
State & Regional Richmond N/A 2017 $701,500

VA 4 Richmond Symphony Music Richmond

To support two multi-day neighborhood music festivals. 

The orchestra and Music Director Steven Smith will 

present its Engaging New Audiences Through Big Tent 

Festivals project using a mobile performance space. 

Multi-day festival performances will be presented free-of-

charge in neighborhood parks in Richmond. Venues will 

include a community center in the city's southside and 

Brown's Island, adjacent to the James River.

2017 $10,000



VA 4 Richmond Ballet, Inc. Dance Richmond

To support the creation and presentation of dances as 

part of the New Works Festival. The festival was 

designed to commission new ballets in a non-traditional 

format. Several artists, selected by Artistic Director 

Stoner Winslett, will receive rehearsal and technical 

stage time to explore and create. The new work-in-

progress ballets will be presented as part of the 

company's signature Studio Series program for a multi-

show run in the Ballet's Studio Theatre. Each 

performance will be preceded by an introductory video 

conversation with the choreographer that will highlight 

his or her influences, inspirations, and approach to the 

development of the new work. The premiere 

performance will conclude with post-show discussions.

2018 $10,000

VA 5
Jefferson School 

Foundation
Visual Arts

Charlottesv

ille

To support a public art work commemorating the African-

American neighborhood Vinegar Hill in Charlottesville, 

Virginia. Artist Melvin Edwards (b. 1937) will create a 12-

foot tall, stainless steel, abstract sculpture which will pay 

tribute to the former location of "Vinegar Hill," which 

from the 1920s to the '60s was the city's

2017 $34,000

VA 5 Piedmont Housing Alliance Design
Charlottesv

ille

To support design-based community engagement 

activities at Friendship Court. Piedmont Housing Alliance 

will invite residents of the community to participate in 

design-based, community-oriented activities such as 

resident storytelling, prototyping of support services, 

and the design of minor physical transformations of the 

site. This project will empower residents with critical 

design skills needed to co-create a future redevelopment 

of their housing site that offers a better physical 

environment and a better quality of life.

2017 $30,000



VA 5 Longwood University Challenge America Farmville

To support an exhibition, workshops, and speaker series 

featuring a prominent children's and young adult 

literature author or illustrator. Longwood Center for the 

Visual Arts will select the guest artist from participants in 

the annual Virginia Children's Book Festival. The guest 

artist will develop the exhibition content, presentation, 

and interpretation based on the individual's own work. 

The work will be integrated into an open art studio for 

youth. The guest artist will collaboratively develop and 

present workshops, educator panels, and schedule tours 

during the exhibition.

2018 $10,000

VA 5 Longwood University Museums Farmville

To support the exhibition, "Rural Avant-Garde: The 

Mountain Lake Experience," and accompanying 

catalogue. Founded by artist and scholar Ray Kass with 

influential art critic Donald B. Kuspit, Howard Risatti, and 

the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, the Mountain Lake 

Workshop has a 40-year history of integrating the arts 

and sciences and pushing beyond the boundaries of art, 

dance, performance, and theater. Anchored in the idea 

that artist and audience can work together to create a 

work of art, an idea advanced earlier by artists of nearby 

and renowned Black Mountain College, the exhibition at 

Longwood will provide an important record of the 

workshops, their inter-connectedness, and their regional 

and national significance. Works by artists such as John 

Cage, Sally Mann, Joe Kelley, and Jiro Okura will be 

featured. Public programming will include related 

lectures, community workshops, and symposia. The 

exhibition will travel to the Gregg Museum of Art at 

North Carolina State University in Raleigh, North 

Carolina.

2017 $25,000



VA 5 University of Virginia Folk & Traditional Arts
Charlottesv

ille

To support the work of a digital media specialist and the 

state folklorist (director) at the Virginia Foundation for 

the Humanities. In addition to improving the production 

quality of the program's audio, video, and photographic 

documentation of folk arts and folk artists, the specialist 

will continue the crucial process of digitizing and 

organizing the Virginia Folklife Project's large collection 

of field recordings, video materials, and still 

photographs. The specialist will further improve the 

accessibility of the VFP's large and ever-expanding 

archive, with significant contributions to Digital Virginia, 

an online digital archive and repository.

2018 $25,000

VA 5 University of Virginia Literature
Charlottesv

ille

To support the "Virginia Quarterly Review." Offered in 

both print and electronic forms, the "Virginia Quarterly 

Review" publishes contemporary literature, cultural 

criticism, long-form journalism, and photojournalism. In 

addition to featuring work discovered through its open 

submission process, the review will commission cross-

disciplinary work from established poets and writers. 

Artist fees will support content such as poetry, fiction, 

nonfiction, photography, graphic art, and interviews.

2018 $15,000

VA 5 University of Virginia Folk & Traditional Arts
Charlottesv

ille

To support the Virginia Folklife Apprenticeship Program 

at the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities. An 

experienced master artist will be paired with an 

apprentice for a long-term learning experience, ensuring 

that the art forms are passed on in ways that are 

conscientious of history and faithful to tradition. The 

apprenticeship will begin with a showcase that 

introduces the new master/apprentice teams to the 

public and conclude with a graduation for those teams at 

the completion of their studies.

2017 $50,000



VA 5 University of Virginia Design
Charlottesv

ille

To support Design-Manufacture-Build program, which 

will enhance the STEAM learning and leadership skills of 

low-income youth through the co-creation of a public 

housing play structure. Through a month-long series of 

workshops, including factory tours, hands-on 

prototyping, and construction, the project will pair 

university students, local manufacturers, and local youth 

to design and build a site-specific artistic installation. The 

program will be supported by university students 

participating in a multidisciplinary summer course at the 

University of Virginia, and will engage young people in 

design thinking activities while also exposing them to 

local manufacturing processes and potential career 

paths, empowering them to make changes in their own 

community.

2018 $40,000

VA 5 Folkstreams, Inc. Folk & Traditional Arts Delaplane

To support Folkstreams.net. Folkstreams.net, a web-

based service that provides access to films and videos 

about American traditional culture for scholars and 

interested individuals, will add as many as 16 films to the 

site. Additionally, contextual background materials will 

be developed for up to four films. The site 

administrators will continue to improve the service and 

implement new features for data management, 

simplifying access, and stabilizing the resource.

2017 $30,000

VA 5 Folkstreams, Inc. Folk & Traditional Arts Delaplane

To support Folkstreams.net. Folkstreams.net is a web-

based service that collects, curates, archives, and 

restores films about American folk life and traditional 

culture. The service also provides access to these films 

and videos through streaming capabilities for scholars 

and interested individuals. The site includes 

transcriptions, study and teaching guides, suggested 

readings, and links to related websites, expanding the 

value of these ethnographic films. As many as 22 films 

will be added to the site.

2018 $25,000



VA 6 City of Roanoke, Virginia Challenge America Roanoke

To support a public art project to be installed near the 

Memorial Avenue Bridge, along the Roanoke River 

Greenway. A lead artist will be selected to work with 

community members, including residents of the Terrace 

Apartments' affordable housing units and as many as 

five local neighborhood organizations, to design and 

fabricate a new public artwork. The design process will 

include the opportunity for community forums and 

discussions.

2018 $10,000

VA 6 Tamworth Music Festival Music Staunton

To support the annual Staunton Music Festival. 

Programming of the summer chamber music festival will 

be curated by Artistic Director Carsten Schmidt and will 

range from the Middle Ages to the present. Many of the 

concerts and events will be presented free-of-charge. 

Community engagement activities will include open 

rehearsals, free pre-concert talks, lecture-recitals, and 

performances in non-traditional venues.

2017 $10,000

VA 6 Tamworth Music Festival Challenge America Staunton

To support the Staunton Music Festival and associated 

community outreach activities. Free lunch-time concerts 

will highlight historical to contemporary works from a 

range of national and international artists. Outreach 

activities will include pre-concert lectures, open 

rehearsals, and outreach concerts at area assisted living 

centers.

2018 $10,000

VA 6
Heifetz International Music 

Institute, Inc.
Music Staunton

To support HeifetzPEG. A new program, HeifetzPEG 

(Program for the Exceptionally Gifted), for young string 

musicians between the ages of eight and thirteen will be 

piloted.

2017 $25,000

VA 6
Heifetz International Music 

Institute, Inc.
Music Staunton

To support performance and communication training for 

musicians. Under the artistic direction of founder Daniel 

Heifetz, the summer program will train artists in the 

areas of voice, freedom of expression, public speaking, 

movement, and drama. Public performances will take 

place in traditional concert halls as well as in clubs, bars, 

schools, churches, libraries, senior centers, and nursing 

homes. Plans also include a training program for 

exceptionally gifted young string musicians between the 

ages of nine and thirteen.

2018 $25,000



VA 6 James Madison University Research
Harrisonbu

rg

To support a mixed-methods study examining potential 

impacts of an arts program that uses songwriting to 

explore issues of incarceration, equity, justice, and 

community. The project will involve three study 

populations: a) residents at a transition home for 

nonviolent, nonsexual ex-offenders who have been 

released or diverted from incarceration; b) pre-service 

professionals in music education and social work 

enrolled as students at James Madison University; and c) 

community members in Harrisonburg, Virginia. As part of 

the arts program being studied, project staff will 

facilitate weekly sessions in which transitional home 

residents engage in self-reflection, share their stories, 

and are coached in generating music and/or other 

artworks inspired by their stories. Quantitative and 

qualitative data will be collected from the populations of 

interest. Resulting artworks will be shared with the 

community through live, public performance.

2017 $20,000

VA 6
Virginia Center for the 

Creative Arts
Artist Communities Amherst

To support Collateral Reparations: Military Veterans and 

the Healing Power of Artists Residencies. Stipends will be 

awarded to cover travel, purchase materials, and defray 

living expenses. VCCA will partner with three Virginia 

galleries-FOCUS Contemporary in Scottsville, Riverviews 

Artspace in Lynchburg, and Second Stage in Amherst-to 

present exhibitions of the work the artists produce 

during their residencies.

2018 $10,000

VA 6
Virginia Center for the 

Creative Arts
Artist Communities Amherst

To support residencies for military veteran artists. In 

addition to food and lodging, residents will receive 

stipends to cover the purchase of materials.

2017 $15,000



VA 7 Latin Ballet of Virginia, Inc. Dance Glen Allen

To support Everybody Reads!, a program that promotes 

a love of reading, writing, and literature through dance. 

Through a series of residencies, lectures, and dance 

performances at local schools, libraries, and museums, 

the company will facilitate the development of new 

programming for children and their families from low-

income backgrounds. The company will perform original 

works that celebrate storytelling and writers including 

"NuYoRican," a dance theater work that tells true stories 

of Puerto Rican families who migrated to the United 

States after World War II and the changes that followed 

after Puerto Rico was declared a U.S. protectorate; 

"POEMAS," inspired by the lives and poetry of writers 

Edgar Allan Poe, Alfonsina Storni, Pablo Neruda, and 

Federico Garcia Lorca; and "MOMO," based on the 

fantasy novel of Michael Ende, about a little girl who is 

able to save the world from thieves.

2017 $10,000

VA 8 Art League, Inc. Visual Arts Alexandria

To support the IMPart (Injured Military Personnel and 

Art) program. The IMPart program is a visual arts 

education-based outreach program that connects 

wounded military personnel with visual arts experiences. 

Program activities are designed for creative enrichment 

to support the redevelopment of fine motor skills 

through the study of ceramics, bladesmithing, and 

sculpture. The program is a partnership with Army Fort 

Belvoir Warriors in Transition Unit B, the USO of 

Washington Metro, and the National Intrepid Center of 

Excellence at Walter Reed National Military Medical 

Center. Participants, caregivers, and families are 

provided with artist-led, visual arts education on site at 

the Art League and off-site at Fort Belvoir USO Warrior 

and Family Center, and Fort Belvoir Hospital.

2017 $20,000



VA 8 MVLE, Inc. Challenge America Springfield

To support an inclusive theater production featuring 

performers with developmental and physical disabilities. 

Choreographer and director Margot Greenlee will lead 

creative rehearsals to develop the concept, select music, 

write the script and new songs, create audience 

participation activities, and choreograph dances. The 

project will engage the cast in activities that result in 

stories and movement that will be included in the final 

production. This immersive, participatory, theater-in-the-

round performance will also tour to local venues.

2018 $10,000

VA 8 National Arts Strategies Inc. Design Alexandria

To support the Creative Community Fellows program, a 

Knowledge Building project. In partnership with the 

Local Initiative Support Corporation, National Arts 

Strategies will incorporate community development 

knowledge into its Creative Community Fellows 

program, which provides training and support for 

creative placemaking practitioners. Specific elements of 

the project will include establishing a peer learning and 

network-building program, developing a series of 

participatory online learning modules, and delivering 

training sessions focused on forming cross-sector 

partnership models for fellows. During the project 

period, fellows from a mix of urban, suburban, and rural 

communities will participate.

2017 $75,000

VA 8 MVLE, Inc. Challenge America Springfield

To support an artist residency by choreographer Margot 

Greenlee. A production titled "Everyday Oz" will 

incorporate dance, monologues, music, and audience 

participation. It will feature a mixed ability cast of 

professional dancers working alongside people with 

intellectual and physical disabilities.

2017 $10,000

VA 8
National Art Education 

Association
Arts Education Alexandria

To support professional leadership development 

programs for visual arts educators. NAEA will assist 

visual arts educators in building their leadership skills, 

vision, and capacity. Through a professional 

development program, a cohort of art educators will 

build leadership skills and support one another through 

both in-person and ongoing web-based communication. 

Participants will meet at Crystal Bridges Museum of 

American Art in Bentonville, Arkansas.

2017 $25,000



VA 8 UrbanArias, Inc. Opera Arlington

To support the premiere of "Florida" by composer 

Randall Eng and librettist Donna DiNovelli. A darkly 

comic opera about a teenage girl falsely accused of 

matricide, the opera is set in suburbia and follows its 

eponymous hero through a maze of gossip, desire, and 

justice. The story is loosely based on real events. The 

jazz-inflected score is written for seven singers and a 16-

piece orchestra. The creative team wil include the 

director Kevin Newbury and conductor Robert Wood.

2018 $15,000

VA 8 UrbanArias, Inc. Opera Arlington

To support the East Coast premiere of "Lucy" by 

composer John Glover and librettist Kelly Rourke. A 

monodrama for baritone and chamber orchestra, the 

work tells the true story of psychologist Maurice 

Temerlin, who along with his wife Jane, adopted a day-

old chimpanzee in the 1960s and attempted to raise her 

as a human being. The opera is told from the point of 

view of Maurice as he remembers their happy, if 

unconventional, life together-as well as the project's 

ultimate consequences. The creative team will include 

conductor Robert Wood and baritone Andrew 

Wilkowske. Performances will occur at the Atlas 

Performing Arts Center in Washington, D.C.

2017 $15,000

VA 8 Signature Theatre, Inc. Theater Arlington

To support the world premiere production of 

"Midwestern Gothic," a new musical with music by 

Joshua Schmidt and lyrics by Royce Vavrek. The 

production will be directed by Matthew Gardiner. Set in 

a small northern Midwestern town and its outskirts, the 

play explores the fantastical imaginations of a collection 

of people inhabiting an isolated rural American town. 

The story is about a 19-year-old girl who manipulates 

her father and a hired farm hand for sport and 

entertainment. The theater will host several community 

events in conjunction with the production, including 

seminars, artist interviews, and in-depth discussions.

2017 $20,000

VA 8 Synetic Theatre Inc Theater Arlington

To support the world premiere of "The Mark of Cain," a 

new, company-devised work. The production will be a 

physical and visual distillation of human history, seen 

through the eyes of Cain, civilization's first criminal.

2017 $10,000



VA 8 Signature Theatre, Inc. Musical Theater Arlington

To support the world premiere of "Light Years," a new 

musical with book, music, and lyrics by Robbie Schaefer. 

The work will feature Schaefer, best known as a 

musician from the folk band Eddie from Ohio, telling an 

autobiographical story that traces the journey from his 

childhood in India, to his musical success, and on 

through the joys and challenges of raising a family. The 

production will be directed by Co-founder and Artistic 

Director Eric Schaeffer, and the theater will host a series 

of accompanying free events to give audiences 

opportunities to engage with participating artists and to 

learn more about the process of launching a new 

musical.

2018 $20,000

VA 8 Arlington County, Virginia Local Arts Agencies Arlington

To support The Art Truck, a mobile platform for artistic 

community engagement. The Art Truck will be outfitted 

with art supplies and equipment and will transport an 

artist and a county staff member to various public 

settings such as parking lots, farmers' markets, festivals, 

parks and public squares, schools, and sidewalks to 

interact with community members. It will have the 

ability to serve as a mobile art studio, a portable and 

convertible exhibition space, a stage or backdrop for 

performance art, and a civic office. The truck will also 

facilitate relationships between county staff and 

residents; collect resident ideas, concerns, and feedback; 

integrate artistic dialogue into county planning initiatives 

and processes; and eliminate common barriers to civic 

participation and access to the arts.

2017 $25,000

VA 8

Greater Washington 

Educational 

Telecommunications 

Association, Inc.

Media Arts Arlington

To support production and post-production costs for a 

series of video segments profiling artists whose work 

reflects their sense of place. To be broadcast on PBS's 

"NewsHour" and featured on the PBS website, the series 

explores the effect of place on artists and the impact 

artists have had in their communities across the United 

States.

2017 $50,000



VA 9 Town of Pulaski, Virginia Design Pulaski

To support a cultural planning initiative. The Town of 

Pulaski, in partnership with the Fine Arts Center for the 

New River Valley, will facilitate community planning and 

design activities for Pulaski's central business district. 

The plan will establish guidelines for future public art 

installations and will support creation of one new public 

art work. Ultimately, the project is expected to advance 

community goals, including supporting local businesses, 

activating a downtown bike and pedestrian system, and 

supporting positive migration patterns.

2017 $75,000

VA 9
Virginia's Heritage Music 

Trail The Crooked Road
Folk & Traditional Arts Abingdon

To support Mountains of Music Homecoming. A series of 

regional concerts celebrating the musical traditions 

found in the Appalachian mountains of southwestern 

Virginia, such as old-time, bluegrass, gospel music, and 

dance traditions, will be presented. Performances will be 

held in culturally significant venues, including the Blue 

Ridge Music Center near Galax, the Carter Family Fold in 

Hiltons, and the Ralph Stanley Museum in Clintwood. 

Additionally, at least one concert will feature artists from 

another musical heritage that is connected to the 

musical heritage of Southwest Virginia. This special 

concert may include artists from Cape Breton, Ireland, or 

Scotland.

2018 $30,000

VA 9
Virginia's Heritage Music 

Trail The Crooked Road
Folk & Traditional Arts Abingdon

To support Mountains of Music Homecoming. A series of 

regional concerts will celebrate the musical traditions 

found in the Appalachian mountains of southwestern 

Virginia. The concerts will include performances of old-

time, bluegrass, and gospel music, as well as dance 

traditions. Events will feature the rich ballad tradition of 

the region with performances, workshops, and lectures. 

Similarly, the music of the Stanley family will receive 

special recognition, commemorating the recent passing 

of NEA National Heritage Fellow Ralph Stanley.

2017 $30,000



VA 9

Barter Foundation, 

Incorporated State Theatre 

of Virginia

Musical Theater Abingdon

To support the premiere of "Madame Buttermilk" by 

Ross Carter. Opera and country music come together in 

a musical comedy about an opera singer whose lifelong 

dream is to sing the lead in Georges Bizet's "Carmen." 

When she thinks her dream is about to come true, she 

mistakenly finds herself at a state fair singing with a 

country music band which is the opening act for the 

country legend Earl Conway, who she recognizes as her 

old college sweetheart.

2018 $10,000

VA 10
McLean Project for the 

Arts, Inc.
McLean

To support an exhibition. The exhibition of works by 

contemporary artists will explore how art, science, and 

nature can be integrated or remixed through digital 

formats. Panel discussions, workshops or 

demonstrations, and educational programming for local 

students will complement the exhibition.

2017 $10,000

VA 11 Arts Herndon Inc Local Arts Agencies Herndon

To support Capital Kids BookFest, a free one-day festival 

celebrating literature, promoting literacy, and 

strengthening families through reading. The festival is 

modeled on the Capital BookFest, which was co-founded 

by Herndon, Virginia, resident and Newbery Medal-

winning author Kwame Alexander. The Herndon event 

will focus on children's literature, with featured 

programming such as literary readings, panels, and 

storytelling by local, regional, and national authors and 

illustrators. Bilingual publicity and programming will 

serve both English- and Spanish-speaking audiences.

2018 $15,000

VA 11 George Mason University Research Fairfax

To support studies examining the outcomes of high-

quality, intensive theater education for adolescents. The 

project will include an in-depth qualitative analysis of 

high school-level theater education in several 

communities in the United States. Classes will be filmed 

and teachers interviewed to discover how theater 

classes promote students' cognitive, social, and 

emotional skills. In addition, through a large-scale survey 

using Delphi methodology, the researchers will ask 

theater educators in the United States, Canada, the 

United Kingdom, and Australia to reflect on the types of 

skills that students receive from engaging in theater, and 

on plausible mechanisms for achieving those outcomes.

2017 $20,000



VA 11
Wolf Trap Foundation for 

the Performing Arts
Creativity Connects Vienna

To support an early childhood performing arts education 

initiative in partnership with the Institute for Child 

Success, Inc. The initiative will include a series of arts 

integration symposiums, residencies for teaching artists, 

and performing artist fellowships for professional artists, 

focusing on young children in low-income communities. 

Program activities will connect teachers, artist fellows, 

school officials, and local arts organizations with 

community and business leaders, public officials, family 

specialists, and funders in five U.S. cities. Teachers will 

be trained to integrate performing arts into their 

classroom curricula and the project's key findings will be 

published for national dissemination with accompanying 

resource guides. Performing artist fellows will have the 

opportunity to create new work in each participating 

city, engaging children in transformative creative 

experiences.

2017 $100,000

VA 11 Fall for the Book, Inc. Literature Fairfax

To support the Fall for the Book literary festival. The five-

day festival offers readings, discussions, workshops, and 

exhibits in locations throughout the Northern Virginia 

and Washington, D.C., metro area. The festival will 

feature writers of literary fiction, nonfiction, and poetry; 

historians; cultural and current affairs writers; and 

children's and young adult authors. Participating writers 

also will visit public schools to give presentations, 

readings, and workshops.

2017 $10,000

VA 11
Fairfax Symphony 

Orchestra
Challenge America Fairfax

To support the residency and collaboration of pianist 

Simone Dinnerstein with the Fairfax Symphony 

Orchestra. Interactive performances of J.S. Bach's 

"Inventions" will be held for up to five Title I elementary 

public schools to connect the music of Bach to jazz, rap, 

techno, and other contemporary music. A culminating 

event will include a rehearsal and performance.

2017 $10,000



VA 11
Wolf Trap Foundation for 

the Performing Arts
Opera Vienna

To support professional training programs for singers 

and fully staged opera performances. The performance-

based residency training program will include career 

development seminars, voice lessons, language 

coaching, and master classes. Filene Young Artists and 

Opera Studio Artists will receive individualized training 

from music and language coaches, directors, and 

conductors and will perform solo and supporting roles in 

fully staged operas. The artistic programming will include 

fully staged operas, recitals, a concert, and related 

community outreach presentations in summer 2017 at 

The Barns at Wolf Trap and at the Filene Center.

2017 $65,000

TOTAL: $2,108,000


