
State District Organization Name Discipline / Field City Project Description Fiscal Year Grant Amount

WI 1 Racine Theatre Guild Inc Racine

To support the presentation of school outreach theater 

productions. In partnership with the Racine Unified School District, 

the performances for students will include additional educational 

components, such as question-and-answer sessions.

2017 $10,000

WI 2 Forward Theater Company Theater Madison

To support the development and production of "Learning to Stay" 

by James DeVita. Adapted from the novel by Erin Celello, the play 

illuminates the changes that sometimes occur in military 

marriages. Attorney Elise Sabatto's husband returns from his 

military service in Iraq, but as the after-effects of his trauma set in, 

she must find a way to help him and save herself. A free 

performance, facilitated talkbacks, and community outreach 

programs will serve the general public, as well as events tailored 

specifically for veterans, their families, and service providers.

2017 $10,000

WI 2 Wormfarm Institute Inc.
Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Reedsburg

To support the Farm/Art DTour. The approximately 50-mile, self-

guided drive through art installations in the working farmlands of 

Sauk County, Wisconsin, will include a variety of ways for the 

public to interact with both artists and local farmers. Featured 

activities will include performances on farms and in pastures, artist-

built mobile roadside culture stands, temporary visual arts 

installations, rural education sites, and poetry installations.

2018 $35,000

WI 2 Wormfarm Institute Inc.
Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Reedsburg

To support Test Plots, a series of art exhibits, lectures and other 

creative programming. Activities will take place in Reedsburg and 

other locations in rural Sauk County, Wisconsin.

2017 $35,000

WI 2 Opera for the Young, Inc. Opera Madison

To support the multistate school tour of a new production of 

Dvorak's "Rusalka," adapted by Jeffrey Sykes and Diane Garton 

Edie. The work will be condensed and adapted as a child-friendly 

production without sacrificing essential storyline, language, or 

representative musical score. The opera's universal themes revolve 

around understanding and accepting difference in this tale of 

magical romance, loss, and the redemptive power of love. The 

teaching materials provided to schools will include a tutorial 

compact disc with vocal and piano parts, a teacher's guide about 

opera as an art form, and activities that integrate opera into 

academic subjects. In-school presentations will reach elementary 

school youth throughout Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, 

and Wisconsin.

2017 $15,000

WI 2
Wisconsin Arts Board, Department 

of Tourism
State & Regional Madison N/A 2017 $787,100



WI 2 Madison Opera, Inc. Opera Madison

To support a production of "Charlie Parker's Yardbird" by composer 

Daniel Schnyder and librettist Bridgette Wimberly. The opera 

focuses on legendary jazz saxophonist Charlie Parker, Jr., also 

known as "Bird," who died at the age of 34. Set on the day of 

Parker's death as his body lays unclaimed in a New York City 

morgue, Bird returns in spirit to Birdland, the famed jazz club 

named in his honor, where he composes a final masterpiece and is 

visited by people from his past. The creative team will include 

conductor John DeMain, director Ron Daniels, tenor Joshua 

Stewart, sopranos Angela Brown, Angela Mortellaro, and Rachel 

Sterrenberg, and baritone Will Liverman.

2017 $20,000

WI 2 Madison Opera, Inc. Opera Madison

To support performances of "Florencia en el Amazonas" ("Florencia 

in the Amazon") by composer Daniel Catan and librettist Marcela 

Fuentes-Berain with related outreach activities. The first Spanish-

language opera to be commissioned (1996) by a major U.S. opera 

house, the opera has become a cornerstone of the modern 

repertoire. Inspired by the writings of Gabriel Garcia Marquez, the 

opera of magical realism takes place in 1910 when seven people on 

a small steamboat voyage down the Amazon River find themselves 

on a surreal journey of exploration into the mysteries of the human 

heart, love, and love lost. The creative team will include conductor 

John DeMain, director Kristine McIntyre, soprano Elizabeth 

Caballero, and baritone Nmon Ford. A wide range of engagement 

activities including collaborations with schools and community 

groups will be held in the months leading up to the performances.

2018 $20,000

WI 2 Madison Symphony Orchestra, Inc. Music Madison

To support HeartStrings, a music therapy-informed community 

engagement project. The orchestra's Rhapsodie String Quartet, 

with the training and participation of certified therapists, will offer 

residency programs and perform interactive recitals for 

underserved and special needs communities. Locations will include 

healthcare facilities, retirement communities, and state-run 

institutions throughout Dane County, Wisconsin.

2017 $16,000

WI 3 City of Platteville, Wisconsin Design Platteville

To support the Platteville Art, Trails and History (PATH) Project. The 

project includes a 12 month-long collaborative planning process to 

develop a creative community plan and implementation strategy. 

The city will partner with Arts Wisconsin, Platteville Public Library, 

Platteville School District, the University of Wisconsin's Pioneer 

Academic Center for Community Engagement, and other partners. 

The plan will help create strategies to promote a vibrant, creative 

economy that benefits the entire community in which more than 

50 percent of residents are low-income.

2017 $25,000



WI 4 Historic Milwaukee, Inc. Design Milwaukee

To support Doors Open Milwaukee. The festival offers behind-the-

scenes tours of buildings throughout Milwaukee, as well as an 

array of keynote lectures and in-depth tours. It is Milwaukee's only 

cultural and design event to specifically celebrate the rich artistic 

and architectural heritage of Milwaukee and its surrounding 

neighborhoods and cities. Doors Open is a free event, making it 

accessible to families, seniors, and anyone on a fixed or low 

income.

2017 $20,000

WI 4 Historic Milwaukee, Inc. Design Milwaukee

To support Doors Open Milwaukee, which offers behind-the-

scenes tours of buildings throughout Milwaukee, as well as an 

array of keynote lectures and children's programming. It is 

Milwaukee's only cultural and design event to specifically celebrate 

the rich artistic and architectural heritage of Milwaukee and its 

surrounding neighborhoods and cities. Doors Open is a free event, 

making it accessible to families, seniors, and anyone on a fixed or 

low income.

2018 $20,000

WI 4 City of Milwaukee, Wisconsin Design Milwaukee

To support a series of storytelling programs at the Milwaukee 

Public Library. The project team will utilize the library's maker 

space and other indoor and outdoor gathering spaces to host a 

variety of storytelling-themed programs, including a visual 

storytelling festival featuring deaf storytellers, an artist lecture 

series, writing workshops, a new archive of collected neighborhood 

stories, and two artist in residence programs. A mobile art studio 

accessible to youth is also planned, providing free art education 

and cultural enrichment activities. Led by the Milwaukee Public 

Library and Artists Working in Education, the project team also 

includes Ex Fabula, the Greater Milwaukee Association of the Deaf, 

and numerous local schools and community centers. The project 

partners seek to build social cohesion through meaningful 

interactions between diverse south side community neighbors.

2017 $150,000

WI 4 Express Yourself Milwaukee Inc Challenge America Milwaukee

To support arts programming for youth, including mentorships 

with professional artists. Programming will be provided at a drop-

in arts center intended to serve low-income youth that are 

involved with delinquency and court services, including those 

preparing to transition out of incarceration. Guest artists will work 

with youth in a variety of artistic disciplines such as visual art, 

movement and dance, poetry and creative writing, music and 

singing, costume fabrication, and set design. Programming will 

include the development and presentation of a public 

performance.

2018 $10,000

WI 4 RUACH Inc. Challenge America Milwaukee

To support a production of Hans Krasa's children's opera 

"Brundibar" and related educational outreach programming. The 

children's theater production will feature guest artist Jason 

McKinney, a bass-baritone and actor. In addition to the production, 

participating artists will conduct outreach visits to schools and 

senior centers.

2018 $10,000



WI 4
Milwaukee Youth Symphony 

Orchestra, Inc.
Music Milwaukee

To support Progressions, an orchestral program for youth. The 

Progressions program will provide free music education, private 

lessons, and performance opportunities for children from 

underserved communities who live in or attend school in the City 

of Milwaukee. The project will include jazz improvisation classes 

and a three-day intensive summer music camp. One of the 

program's primary goals is acceptance into the audition-based 

ensembles of the orchestra as students graduate from the 

program.

2017 $12,000

WI 4 Latino Arts, Inc. Challenge America Milwaukee

To support a Dia de Los Muertos/Day of the Dead celebration. The 

celebration will feature an exhibition of ofrendas, or altars, by 

visual artists and local school groups; musical performances; and 

workshops. The annual event draws a large Latino audience and 

preserves the community's cultural heritage. Free tickets to the 

performances will be provided to area adult day centers for older 

adults and people with disabilities.

2017 $10,000

WI 4 Florentine Opera Company, Inc. Opera Milwaukee

To support performances and a live recording of "Prince of Players" 

by composer, librettist, and NEA Opera Honoree Carlisle Floyd. 

Adapted from Jeffrey Hatcher's play "Compleat Female Stage 

Beauty," the opera tells the story of Edward Kynaston, the last of 

the "boy players" who portrayed female roles onstage in 

Restoration England. When King Charles II's proclamation allowed 

women onstage, it ended the need for boy players and Kynaston 

struggled to define his identity, both onstage and off. The creative 

team may include stage director Michael Gieleta and conductor 

William Boggs. The cast may include baritone Keith Phares, tenors 

Anthony Dean Griffey and Frank Kelley, and soprano Kate Royal. As 

many as two performances at the Marcus Center for the 

Performing Arts in Milwaukee will take place in the fall of 2018. 

Additional audiences will be reached through a commercial 

recording to be released on the Naxos label in the summer of 2019.

2018 $30,000

WI 4 Milwaukee Ballet Company, Inc. Dance Milwaukee

To support the presentation of a new work by Milwaukee Ballet 

dancer and Choreographer-in-Residence Timothy O'Donnell. The 

ballet will feature the male Milwaukee Ballet company dancers and 

deal with the subject of male depression. The work will be 

performed as part of a mixed repertory bill that includes "La 

Sylphide," a ballet that will showcase the female dancers of the 

company. Presented at the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts 

in Milwaukee, the new ballet will be set to music by composer Ezio 

Bosso, performed live by the Milwaukee Ballet Orchestra.

2017 $10,000



WI 4 First Stage Milwaukee, Inc. Theater Milwaukee

To support the premiere of "Antarctica, Wisconsin" by Finegan 

Kruckemeyer. The playwright was commissioned to create the 

work with input from citizens in response to Milwaukee's 

continued social and economic struggles. Inspired by his 

conversations with Milwaukee's young people and families, 

Kruckemeyer explores the struggles of growing up in a challenging 

world. The project will encourage increased dialogue about the 

city's issues and the importance of building community in lieu of 

divisiveness through workshops for school groups and families, 

community outreach events, and post-show talkbacks.

2018 $10,000

WI 4 Milwaukee Repertory Theater, Inc. Theater Milwaukee

To support the production of Thorton Wilder's "Our Town." 

Wilder's play illuminates the bonds that hold communities 

together as it follows the lives of two families. This production will 

be the last in a three-part series designed to create conversations 

around how to connect with a neighborhood, a community, and 

our shared humanity. "Our Town" will be the culminating event 

that celebrates the people who tie the theater's community 

together, foster a greater communal sensibility, and highlight the 

universal truths of what it means to be human.

2018 $20,000

WI 4 First Stage Milwaukee, Inc. Theater Milwaukee

To support the premiere of "Welcome To Bronzeville" by Sheri 

Williams Pannell. The historical fiction play depicts Bronzeville, a 

vibrant 1950s African-American community in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin. Created with input from elders of the community, the 

production will show the daily life of the neighborhood and feature 

a talent show, the jazz singer Billie Holiday, as well as historic 

landmarks and businesses. Dialogue will be facilitated among 

young people and families about the city's cultural history, racial 

segregation, and the importance of building acceptance among all 

generations and races. Community outreach events, an art exhibit, 

and post-show talkbacks with history experts and residents of 

current-day Bronzeville will illuminate the themes of the play.

2017 $10,000

WI 4 Milwaukee Repertory Theater, Inc. Theater Milwaukee

To support the production of "Jane Eyre" adapted by Polly Teale. 

Teale is the artistic director of Shared Experience, a U.K.-based 

theater that is dedicated to exploring text through physical 

movement. Teale's adaptation explores the novel's theme of 

repression versus expression and employs physicality to personify 

Jane's inner self and her conflict between realizing a fulfilled life or 

conforming to Victorian ideals of gender and class. Director KJ 

Sanchez will provide a modern lens to explore the role of women in 

contemporary society. Educational and outreach programming will 

include in-school residencies for high school students who will lead 

readings and discussions for local residents in partnership with 

public libraries and bookstores.

2017 $20,000



WI 4 Woodland Pattern, Inc. Literature Milwaukee

To support literary programming. A Poets in Publishing series will 

feature nationally recognized writers who also work as publishers, 

editors, printmakers, and bookmakers. Designed to offer diverse 

perspectives on small press publishing, each writer will offer a 

reading and an educational program unique to his/her background. 

Programming also will include readings, workshops, and other 

community events showcasing a contemporary Native American 

writer, as well as a Lynden Sculpture Garden retreat program, 

through which writers give public readings and lead participants in 

writing explorations of the landscape.

2017 $10,000

WI 4 Milwaukee Art Museum, Inc. Design Milwaukee

To support "Serious Play: Design in Midcentury America," an 

exhibition co-organized by the Milwaukee Art Museum and Denver 

Art Museum. The exhibition and catalogue will explore a variety of 

designers who embraced the spirit of whimsy during the 1940s, 

1950s, and 1960s, arguing that during a time of high anxiety in the 

United States, one solution was to design playfully. The project will 

include immersive gallery experiences, stations for making and 

playing, and creative programming that will encourage visitors of 

all ages to engage with play within the museum and the 

community. The exhibit will open in Milwaukee and then travel to 

Denver.

2018 $40,000

WI 4
University of Wisconsin at 

Milwaukee
Arts Education Milwaukee

To support a professional development program for teachers. The 

Peck School of the Arts Department of Art  Design will provide 

hands-on experiences in art, technology, and digital fabrication for 

a cross-section of Milwaukee-area teachers from the arts, sciences, 

and engineering. The institutes will help teachers develop new 

skills and teaching approaches in creativity and innovation and 

develop a strong network of educators who teach their students 

art, design, and technology.

2017 $15,000

WI 5
University of Wisconsin at 

Whitewater
Challenge America Whitewater

To support the Young Auditorium World Music Festival, with 

associated educational activities. The festival will present 

performances that will expose students, faculty, staff, and the 

regional community to diverse cultures and music from unique and 

remote parts of the world, with attention to regions that are 

unfamiliar to the campus and community. The festival will also 

include outreach activities such as master classes, workshops, and 

lecture-demonstrations.

2018 $10,000

WI 5 Wisconsin Philharmonic, Inc. Waukesha

To support a student music competition and concert performance. 

Middle and high school students in Waukesha County, Wisconsin, 

will participate in a music competition juried by the Wisconsin 

Philharmonic Music Director and musicians. The competition 

winners will have the opportunity to perform at a live concert 

performance with the Wisconsin Philharmonic.

2017 $10,000



WI 6 Bradley Family Foundation, Inc. Dance Milwaukee

To support a residency and performance with Reggie Wilson/Fist 

and Heel Performance Group at Lynden Sculpture Garden. Wilson 

will adapt his work "Citizen," a piece investigating citizenship and 

belonging, for outdoor performance to include a cast of local 

dancers and community members of all ages. Other activities may 

include a camp for Latinx youth and a free family day performance.

2018 $10,000

WI 6 John Michael Kohler Arts Center Inc
Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary Works
Sheboygan

To support the Connecting Communities residency program. The 

series of community-based artistic collaborations will actively 

engage the public in creating new works. Architect Michael Moore 

will collaborate with architecture firm Tres Birds and community 

members to conceptualize and build interactive sculptures that 

integrate with the natural setting. Visual artists Andrea Dezso and 

Atom Pechman will join with members of the area's immigrant 

communities, at-risk youth, and residents of local homeless and 

domestic abuse shelters, along with the public to develop and 

create public art installations.

2017 $40,000

WI 7
Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art 

Museum, Inc.
Wausau

To support the quilt exhibition "Wild Fabrications" and an artist 

residency with quilter Mary Fons. The Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art 

Museum will present "Wild Fabrications," an exhibition of quilts 

featuring vibrant depictions of animals, organized by the Studio Art 

Quilt Associates. The exhibition will be complemented by an artist 

residency and public programming by quilter Mary Fons.

2017 $10,000

WI 8
Fox Valley Symphony Orchestra 

Association, Inc.
Challenge America Appleton

To support performances featuring composer and bass trombonist 

Chris Brubeck, with related educational activities. The guest artist 

will engage residents of rural communities through a lecture-

demonstration at the King Veterans Home, as well as a workshop 

for local high school students. Discounted tickets and 

transportation will be offered to maximize the accessibility of 

Brubeck's culminating performance with the Fox Valley Symphony.

2018 $10,000

WI 8
Oneida Tribe of Indians of 

Wisconsin
Oneida

To support a Native songwriting workshop. The Oneida Nation Arts 

Program will bring together prominent Native songwriters, from 

traditional and contemporary styles, to write, collaborate, share, 

and perform new songs. The new works will be used to enhance 

the Oneida Nation's children's choir and cultural music and 

language training program, as well as to build the repertoire of 

contemporary Native music.

2017 $10,000

TOTAL: $1,470,100


