
State District Organization Name Discipline / Field City Project Description Fiscal Year Grant Amount

WV 1
West Virginia Filmakers 

Guild
Media Arts Morgantown

To support production and post-production costs for a 

documentary on cultural representations of Appalachia. Co-

directed by Sally Rubin and Ashley York, the feature-length 

film will examine historical representations of Appalachia in 

film, television, and photography from the past century and 

tell stories of the region's residents today. Interviews with 

artists and writers such as bell hooks, Ashley Judd, and Burt 

Reynolds are included in the film. Upon completion, the 

documentary will be submitted to film festivals and made 

available to the public through community screenings, with 

a special focus on West Virginia and the greater 

Appalachian region.

2017 $10,000

WV 1
Wheeling Symphony 

Society, Inc.
Music Wheeling

To support a performance and community engagement 

touring project. The orchestra, with Music Director Andre 

Raphel, will perform Young People's Concerts in schools, as 

well as conduct teacher workshops and distribute 

educational materials. Programming will include Orchestra 

from Planet X, an innovative production featuring the Magic 

Circle Mime Company, as well as orchestral works by 

American composers such as Aaron Copland, Louis Moreau 

Gottshalk, Leroy Anderson, and Morton Gould. The project 

will serve children and their families in communities in 

West Virginia, Ohio, and Pennsylvania.

2017 $10,000

WV 2
West Virginia Humanities 

Council, Inc.
Folk & Traditional Arts Charleston

To support statewide fieldwork and documentation of 

traditional artists and cultural communities. WVHC will use 

oral history interviews, photos, and video to document the 

field. A new partnership with West Virginia University 

Libraries to archive documentation into its system will be 

pursued, as well as a potential meeting of scholars, 

community organizers, students, and traditional artists in 

order to establish a statewide resource network of 

traditional arts and cultural heritage.

2017 $40,000

WV 2 Tamarack Foundation, Inc. Design Charleston

To support the development of creative placemaking 

toolkits, a Knowledge Building project. The Tamarack 

Foundation for the Arts will partner with the Arts and 

Humanities Council of Jefferson County to develop creative 

placemaking toolkits for local and regional arts councils 

across the state of West Virginia. The project includes 

building a cultural asset map of the state, compiling local 

best practices in creative placemaking, and making the 

resources accessible through an online interface and 

through convenings. The project will educate policymakers 

about the role of creative placemaking in stabilizing 

communities undergoing economic transition.

2017 $50,000



WV 2
West Virginia Humanities 

Council, Inc.
Folk & Traditional Arts Charleston

To support the West Virginia Folklife Apprenticeship 

Program. Researchers will identify potential 

master/apprentice teams and encourage them to apply for 

the program. A panel of folklife experts will select 

master/apprentice teams to participate. The progress of the 

apprenticeship will be documented, and apprentices will be 

required to share their traditional art form with their local 

community in a public library or school presentation, 

concert, or similar event.

2017 $35,000

WV 2
Contemporary American 

Theatre Festival, Inc.
Theater Shepherdstown

To support the development and premiere of "Welcome to 

Fear City" by Kara Lee Corthron. Set in the Bronx, the play 

explores the plight of urban Black Americans in the 1970s. 

Corthron examines how urban America has changed and 

how much it has not. Her writing blends a hip-hop flavor 

with lyrical phrases. The new work will receive 

development and workshop opportunities with Corthron, 

the playwright-in-residence, leading up to its performance 

run. A series of lectures and talkbacks will continue the 

conversation about the issues raised in the play.

2017 $15,000

WV 2
West Virginia Symphony 

Orchestra, Inc.
Music Charleston

To support a statewide touring and community engagement 

project. The orchestra will introduce orchestral and 

chamber music to new audiences throughout West Virginia, 

as well as present educational programming in schools. 

Programming may include Young People's Concerts, as well 

as master classes and chamber music concerts by the 

orchestra's musicians and guest artists. Concerts and events 

will be presented in rural and small towns in West Virginia.

2017 $15,000

WV 2

West Virginia Division of 

Culture and History/Arts 

Section

State & Regional Charleston N/A 2017 $652,900

WV 2 Davis & Elkins College Folk & Traditional Arts Elkins

To support the Augusta Heritage Center's Traditional Arts 

Program. Workshops, performances, festivals, craft fairs, 

and documentary projects will celebrate and preserve the 

traditional arts of West Virginia and other ethnic 

communities, such as Cajun and Irish. The region's 

traditional culture will be sustained through additional 

initiatives, including the Mountain Dance Trail, 

documenting and promoting traditional square dances 

found across the state; the Appalachian Ensemble, a music 

and dance ensemble; and the college's Appalachian Music 

and Dance Club.

2018 $10,000



WV 2
Contemporary American 

Theatre Festival, Inc.
Theater Shepherdstown

To support the production of the "House On The Hill" by 

Amy E. Witting. Set in an old restored farmhouse from 1865 

in Ellenboro, West Virginia, the two cousins Alex and 

Frankie have not spoken in ten years since a single 

devastating moment shattered their lives and families. The 

new work will receive development and workshop 

opportunities with Witting, the playwright-in-residence, 

leading up to its performance run. A series of lectures, 

talkbacks, and late night salons will continue the 

conversation about the issues raised in the play.

2018 $20,000

WV 3
Carnegie Hall, Inc., a 

Corporation
Challenge America Lewisburg

To support a multidisciplinary project celebrating the 

cultural history of Southern traditional music. Two 

exhibitions, the Music Makers Foundation's "We Are The 

Music Makers" and the West Virginia Music Hall of Fame's 

"Music of the Coalfields," will be presented in rural 

Greenbrier County, West Virginia; along with 

complementary programming such as live performances, 

classes and a film screening. Blues musician Eric Bibb will 

provide a concert performance.

2017 $10,000

WV 3
Carnegie Hall, Inc., a 

Corporation
Challenge America Lewisburg

To support music performances and educational programs 

related to an exhibit from the West Virginia Music Hall of 

Fame. The exhibit chronicles the music of West Virginia, 

through the lives and careers of individual artists. Musicians 

Robin and Linda Williams, Colleen Anderson, Mipso, and 

Kate Long will provide concert performances, as well as 

educational opportunities such as lecture-demonstrations 

and songwriter workshops.

2018 $10,000

WV 3
Greenbrier Repertory 

Theatre Company
Theater Lewisburg

To support a production of "To Kill a Mockingbird." A fully 

staged production of Christopher Sergel's adaptation of 

Harper Lee's classic American novel will be performed for 

the public and in schools. Sergel's adaptation will examine 

how children's earliest understanding of the world stems 

from the perspectives of their parents and their community. 

Lee's novel remains a staple of the high school literature 

curriculum. Production outreach activities will engage the 

public and school-age audiences in dialogue about the 

themes of the work.

2017 $10,000

TOTAL: $887,900


