
 

 

 
 

10 Reasons to Support the Arts 
 

1. Arts promote true prosperity.   The arts are fundamental to our humanity. They ennoble and inspire us—fostering 
creativity, goodness, and beauty. The arts help us express our values, build bridges between cultures, and bring us 
together regardless of ethnicity, religion, or age. When times are tough, art is salve for the ache.  
 

2. Arts improve academic performance.  Students with an education rich in the arts have higher GPAs and 
standardized test scores, and lower drop-out rates—benefits reaped by students regardless of socio-economic 
status. Students with 4 years of arts or music in high school average 100 points higher on the verbal and math 
portions of their SATs than students with just one-half year of arts or music.  
 

3. Arts strengthen the economy.  The U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis reports that the arts and culture sector is a 
$699 billion industry, which represents 4.3 percent of the nation’s GDP—a larger share of the economy than 
transportation and agriculture. The nonprofit arts industry alone generates $135 billion in economic activity annually 
(spending by organizations and their audiences) that supports 4.1 million jobs and generates $22.3 billion in 
government revenue.  
 

4. Arts are good for local merchants.  Attendees at nonprofit arts events spend $24.60 per person, per event, beyond 
the cost of admission on items such as meals, parking, and babysitters. Attendees who live outside the county in 
which the arts event takes place spend twice as much as their local counterparts ($39.96 vs. $17.42)—valuable 
revenue for local businesses and the community.  
 

5. Arts drive tourism.  Arts travelers are ideal tourists, staying longer and spending more to seek out authentic cultural 
experiences. The U.S. Department of Commerce reports that the percentage of international travelers including 
museum visits on their trip has grown steadily since 2003 (18 to 28 percent). The share attending concerts and 
theater performances has grown from 14 to 18 percent since 2003.  
 

6. Arts are an export industry.  U.S. exports of arts goods (e.g., movies, paintings, jewelry) grew to $75 billion in 2012, 
while imports were just $27 billion—a $47 billion arts trade surplus. 
 

7. Arts spark creativity and innovation.  The Conference Board reports that creativity is among the top 5 applied skills 
sought by business leaders—with 72 percent saying creativity is of high importance when hiring. The biggest 
creativity indicator? A college arts degree. Their Ready to Innovate report concludes, “The arts—music, creative 
writing, drawing, dance—provide skills sought by employers of the 3rd millennium.” Nobel laureates in the sciences 
are 17 times more likely to be actively engaged in the arts than average scientists. 
 

8. Arts have social impact.  University of Pennsylvania researchers have demonstrated that a high concentration of the 
arts in a city leads to higher civic engagement, more social cohesion, higher child welfare, and lower crime and 
poverty rates. The arts are used by the U.S. Military to promote troop force and family readiness, resilience, 
retention and for the successful reintegration of veterans into family and community life. 

 
9. Arts improve healthcare.  Nearly one-half of the nation’s healthcare institutions provide arts programming for 

patients, families, and even staff. 78 percent deliver these programs because of their healing benefits to patients—
shorter hospital stays, better pain management, and less medication.  
 

10. Arts mean business.  The Creative Industries are arts businesses that range from nonprofit museums, symphonies, 
and theaters to for-profit film, architecture, and design companies. A 2015 analysis of Dun & Bradstreet data counts 
702,771 businesses in the U.S. involved in the creation or distribution of the arts that employ 2.9 million people—
representing 3.9 percent of all businesses and 1.9 percent of all employees.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fiscal

Year

 Total

Funds 

2016  $ 147,949,000 

2015  $ 146,021,000 

2014  $ 146,021,000 

2013*  $ 146,020,000 

2012  $ 146,020,992 

2011  $ 154,690,000 

2010  $ 167,500,000 

2009  $ 155,000,000 

2008  $ 144,706,800 

2007  $ 124,561,844 

2006 124,406,353$ 

2005 121,263,000$ 

2004 120,971,000$ 

2003 115,731,000$ 

2002 115,220,000$ 

2001 104,769,000$ 

2000 97,627,600$   

1999 97,966,000$   

1998 98,000,000$   

1997 99,494,000$   

1996 99,470,000$   

1995 162,311,000$ 

1994 170,228,000$ 

1993 174,459,382$ 

1992 175,954,680$ 

1991 174,080,737$ 

1990 171,255,000$ 

1989 169,090,000$ 

1988 167,731,000$ 

1987 165,281,000$ 

1986 158,822,040$ 

1985 163,660,000$ 

1984 162,223,000$ 

1983 143,875,000$ 

1982 143,456,000$ 

1981 158,795,000$ 

1980 154,610,000$ 

1979 149,585,000$ 

1978 123,850,000$ 

1977 99,872,000$   

1976 87,455,000$   

1975 80,142,000$   

1974 64,025,000$   

1973 40,857,000$   

1972 31,480,000$   

1971 16,420,000$   

1970 9,055,000$     

1969 8,456,875$     

1968 7,774,291$     

1967 8,475,692$     

1966 2,898,308$     

*In FY2013 this total was reduced to $138.4 million through sequestration under the Balanced Budget 

and Emergency Deficit Control Act as amended by PL 112-240 

 

Source: National Endowment for the Arts 



 

 

 



 
 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bea.gov/newsreleases/general/acpsa/acpsa0115.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 In 2014, private sector giving to the arts, culture, and humanities (by individuals, foundations, and 
corporations) was $17.23 billion, up 9.2 percent from a revised $15.78 billion in 2013 (+7.4 percent when 
adjusted for inflation).  This makes 2014 the highest value ever, even when adjusted for inflation.  According 
to the Giving USA report, “More arts, culture, and humanities organizations saw increases in charitable 
contributions in 2014 compared with 2013, with online giving showing particularly strong growth.” 

 

 The arts received a larger share of all charitable giving in 2014— increasing from 4.7 percent in 2013 to 4.8 
percent.  Maintaining a strong share of overall philanthropy demonstrates relevance of the sector and has 
significant financial implications.  If, for example, the arts had a 4.8 percent share in 2008 instead of 4.1 
percent, they would have received $14.4 billion instead of $12.3 billion—a $1.1 billion difference 

 

 Private contributions to all charities in 2014 were $358.4 billion—up 7.1 percent (+5.4 percent when 
adjusted for inflation)—with 72 percent coming from individuals.  Changes in total giving correlate strongly 
with changes in GDP, the S&P 500, and disposable (“spendable”) personal income. The report notes, “Because 
stock market values are an indicator of financial and economic security, households and corporations are 
more likely to give when the stock market is up.”  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2006 2009 2012

Percent change in total arts 

giving from previous period
-0.05 -0.14 0.18

Percent of all businesses 

contributing to any 

philanthropic cause

0.7 0.52 0.64

Percent of all businesses 

contributing to the arts in 3-

year period (cash/non-cash)

0.43 0.28 0.41

Median contribution to the 

arts per business
$800 (--) $750 (-7%) $1000 (+33%)

Percent the arts received of 

total philanthropic 

contributions

0.15 0.15 0.19

Source: Americans for the Arts' Business Committee for the Arts, 2013

Business Contributions to the Arts

http://www.partnershipmovement.org/research/


 

 

 

 

http://www.partnershipmovement.org/
http://www.partnershipmovement.org/the-movement/
http://www.partnershipmovement.org/the-movement/
http://www.partnershipmovement.org/success-stories/
http://www.partnershipmovement.org/success-stories/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



http://www.americansforthearts.org/by-program/reports-and-data/research-studies-publications/arts-economic-prosperity-iv


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

http://www.americansforthearts.org/aep
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http://www.artsindexusa.org/
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