
  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 SYMPOSIUM SESSIONS 

3:45 pm Remarks – Mario Rossero, Senior Vice President of Education, John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts  

 
Mario Rossero 
Senior Vice President of Education 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
 

Mario Rossero began work at the Kennedy Center 
as Senior Vice President of Education in July 2015. 
He has a long history in arts education as both an 
administrator and a classroom arts teacher. Prior to 
the Kennedy Center, Rossero served as the Chief of 
Core Curriculum for Chicago Public Schools (CPS) 
and prior to that he was the Director of Arts 
Education where he designed and implemented the 
first-ever CPS Arts Education Plan and helped raise 
$13 million in city and federal funds to increase 
access and quality of arts education. He previously 
held a similar position at Pittsburgh Public Schools. 

 
Education at the Kennedy Center 
 

The Kennedy Center retains its commitment as the nation’s cultural center to educating and 
enlightening children and adults in Washington and around the country. The Center’s national education 
programs include: Ensuring the Arts for Any Given Child, which works with 20 municipalities and their 
school districts around the country to develop a long-range strategic plan for arts education; ARTSEDGE, 
a website that offers standards-based materials for use in and out of the classroom, Partners in 
Education, which forges relationships between an arts organization and its neighboring school systems 
to build effective arts education programs for teachers and teaching artists; Kennedy Center Alliance for 
Arts Education Network works with 30 state organizations on arts education policy issues; Explore the 
Arts, which provide insight into the cultural and historical context of the works presented on stage and 
sparks dialogue between audiences and the artists who have created the performances through 
participatory workshops, demonstrations,  panels, master classes, and open rehearsals; the Kennedy 
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Center Stephen Sondheim Inspirational Teacher Awards, which acknowledge teachers of grades K-12 
whose efforts have made a significant impact on their students; and Kennedy Center Theater for Young 
Audiences on Tour, which brings original Kennedy Center productions for students and families into 
communities and performing arts centers around the country. 
            In and around D.C., the Kennedy Center’s programs include Changing Education Through the Arts, 
a program that works with seven schools in the area to affect long-term change in school culture 
through professional learning in arts integration; Professional Development Opportunities for Teachers, 
which trains Washington-area educators to teach the arts or other subject areas through the arts; and 
Washington, D.C. Partnership Schools, where the Center provides resources and teaching artist 
residencies to 22 elementary, junior, and senior high schools in Washington, D.C. The Center also 
mounts more than 100 events and performances of theater, music, dance, and opera throughout the 
season for more than 100,000 local school-aged children. 
            In addition, the Center offers multiple skill development programs for young artists and 
professionals both locally and nationally, including the National Symphony Orchestra’s Youth Fellowship 
Program, Summer Music Institute, and High School Competition; Washington National Opera’s 
Domingo-Cafritz Young Artist Program, Opera Institute, and Kids Create Opera Partnership; the biennial 
New Visions/ New Voices forum for development of new plays for young people; Exploring Ballet with 
Suzanne Farrell; Betty Carter’s Jazz Ahead; VSA’s Playwright Discovery Program, Young Soloists, and 
Visual Arts Programs; arts administration internships; and the Kennedy Center American College Theater 
Festival which impacts hundreds of thousands of college-aged theater students across the country and 
marks its 48th anniversary in 2016. 
 
 


