



AFTERSCHOOL FOR ALL

March 21, 2017

Dear Member of Congress:
As a National Partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017, the Afterschool Alliance looks forward to working with you and
your staff to advance policies that support the arts in before-school, afterschool and summer learning programs. The
Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization driven by a mission to ensure that all
children and youth have access to quality afterschool programs.
Families count on afterschool and summer programs to keep kids safe and provide them with opportunities to learn
while school is out, yet many communities are struggling to meet the needs of families. Today, 11 million children go
home alone after the school day ends. And while 10 million children are in afterschool programs - the parents of
another 20 million children say they would participate in afterschool if a program were available.
In communities all across the nation, young people are developing the skills necessary to succeed in school, work
and life in their afterschool and summer learning programs. Arts education and enrichment are a central part of
many of the afterschool programs nationwide: programs that are locally designed, innovative supports meeting the
needs of students and families and providing a safe haven that helps kids avoid risky behaviors during the hours of
3-6 pm, when juvenile crime peaks.
Unfortunately, the demand for afterschool programs far exceeds the supply, and that affects us all. For every child
in an afterschool program, two are waiting to get in. Four in five parents, across every demographic and political
affiliation, support public funding for afterschool. The lack of affordable afterschool hinders families’ ability to get
ahead, businesses’ ability to hire the local workforce they need to thrive, and students’ ability to develop into
productive, successful members of our society.
We need to break down the barriers to affordable afterschool, and Congress has an important role to play in helping
make that happen. 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) are local school and community
partnerships that provide afterschool and summer programs for almost 2 million children. Reauthorized just over
one year ago as part of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), 21st CCLC supports local partnerships of schools
with faith-based organizations, nonprofits, colleges or universities, and other community organizations to provide
access to great enrichment programs after school and in the summer that help families get ahead today, and prepare
for success tomorrow. More than sixty percent of local 21st Century Community Centers include a wide array of arts
education as part of the programming provided to students.
We invite you to come learn more about the valuable role that afterschool programs play in communities across the
nation and how 21st CCLC is a critical support for families. Please don’t hesitate to call on us to be of assistance here
in Washington, D.C. or back in your state or district. We hope that you will utilize our resources, which can be found
online at www.afterschoolalliance.org. Please contact us directly at epeterson@afterschoolalliance.org with any
questions you may have about how children are benefitting from afterschool and summer programs. We look forward
to your great work on behalf of the residents of your state or district and the country.
Sincerely,

Executive Director

For more information, visit www.afterschoolaliance.org
1616 H Street NW, Suite 820, Washington, DC 20006
TEL:

202.347.2030 • www.afterschoolalliance.org
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  21,	
  2017	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Member	
  of	
  Congress,	
  
	
  
The	
  Alliance	
  of	
  Artists	
  Communities	
  is	
  pleased	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  National	
  Partner	
  of	
  Arts	
  Advocacy	
  Day	
  2017.	
  The	
  
Alliance	
  is	
  the	
  only	
  service	
  organization	
  for	
  more	
  than	
  400	
  artist	
  residency	
  programs	
  across	
  the	
  United	
  
States.	
  We	
  are	
  the	
  Alliance,	
  a	
  collective	
  of	
  many	
  different	
  voices;	
  we	
  are	
  artists,	
  people	
  who	
  believe	
  
failure	
  and	
  triumph	
  realized	
  together	
  reveal	
  transformation;	
  we	
  are	
  communities,	
  places	
  where	
  diverse	
  
approaches	
  invite	
  innovation	
  and	
  conflict	
  but	
  achieve	
  a	
  creative	
  greater	
  good.	
  The	
  Alliance	
  believes	
  
support	
  for	
  the	
  cultivation	
  of	
  new	
  art	
  and	
  ideas	
  is	
  essential	
  to	
  human	
  progress.	
  Artist	
  residency	
  programs	
  
serve	
  as	
  research-‐and-‐development	
  labs	
  for	
  the	
  arts,	
  providing	
  artists	
  and	
  innovators,	
  including	
  visual	
  
artists,	
  writers,	
  composers,	
  choreographers,	
  filmmakers,	
  designers	
  and	
  others,	
  a	
  critical	
  opportunity	
  to	
  
develop	
  new	
  work	
  that	
  educates,	
  enlightens	
  and	
  entertains.	
  
	
  
On	
  behalf	
  of	
  our	
  member	
  organizations,	
  that	
  provide	
  more	
  than	
  $40	
  million	
  in	
  services	
  to	
  over	
  15,000	
  
artists	
  each	
  year,	
  we	
  urge	
  you	
  to	
  support	
  increased	
  funding	
  for	
  our	
  nation’s	
  cultural	
  agencies:	
  the	
  
National	
  Endowment	
  for	
  the	
  Arts;	
  the	
  National	
  Endowment	
  for	
  the	
  Humanities;	
  and	
  the	
  Office	
  of	
  Museum	
  
Services.	
  The	
  core	
  funding	
  programs	
  of	
  these	
  cultural	
  agencies	
  are	
  critical	
  to	
  nurturing	
  the	
  growth	
  and	
  
artistic	
  excellence	
  of	
  thousands	
  of	
  organizations	
  and	
  artists	
  in	
  every	
  corner	
  of	
  the	
  country.	
  While	
  the	
  
federal	
  investment	
  in	
  the	
  arts	
  is	
  modest,	
  the	
  nonprofit	
  arts	
  and	
  culture	
  sector	
  generates	
  nearly	
  $30	
  billion	
  
in	
  government	
  revenue	
  annually.	
  The	
  arts	
  sector	
  stretches	
  every	
  public	
  dollar	
  to	
  leverage	
  additional	
  
funding,	
  invest	
  in	
  jobs,	
  and	
  support	
  our	
  communities.	
  
	
  
Through	
  such	
  measures,	
  artists	
  and	
  arts	
  professionals	
  are	
  able	
  to	
  engage	
  their	
  communities	
  in	
  meaningful	
  
dialogue,	
  provide	
  programs	
  for	
  under-‐represented	
  audiences	
  in	
  all	
  50	
  states,	
  support	
  critical	
  
programming	
  that	
  deepens	
  our	
  understanding	
  of	
  each	
  other	
  and	
  cultivate	
  new	
  bodies	
  of	
  extraordinary	
  
creative	
  work.	
  With	
  public	
  support	
  for	
  the	
  arts,	
  we	
  as	
  a	
  nation	
  are	
  able	
  to	
  affirm	
  our	
  status	
  as	
  a	
  global	
  
cultural	
  leader	
  and	
  build	
  a	
  lasting	
  legacy	
  for	
  the	
  next	
  generation.	
  Thank	
  you	
  for	
  your	
  consideration	
  and	
  for	
  
your	
  service.	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Lisa	
  Hoffman	
  
Executive	
  Director

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
The American Alliance of Museums is pleased to be a National Partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017. We are
the one organization that supports all museums, including art museums, history museums, science
museums, military and maritime museums, youth museums, aquariums, zoos, botanical gardens,
arboretums, historic sites, presidential libraries, and science and technology centers. We are proud to work
on behalf of all these institutions and their 400,000 employees by developing standards and best practices
and by championing the cause of museums. The American Alliance of Museums serves as the national
voice for museums, highlighting their roles as key providers of education, economic engines, and
community anchors.
We respectfully request that Congress:
•

Support the Office of Museum Services at the Institute of Museum and Library Services – We
support appropriations letters circulated in the House and Senate requesting robust funding for the
IMLS Office of Museum Services. We urge Congress to enact legislation reauthorizing IMLS, similar
to S. 3391 introduced during the 114th Congress.

•

Recognize Museums as Essential Educational Assets – We urge Congress to recognize that
museums are key education providers, integrating with local curriculums, providing professional
development to teachers, and educating students. We support efforts to promote museum-school
partnerships (including museum schools), require greater collaboration between the Department of
Education and IMLS, and support funding for federal education programs in which museums
participate such as 21st Century Community Learning Centers, Assistance for Arts Education,
American History and Civics, and the Magnet Schools Assistance Program. We also support full
implementation of the “well-rounded education” provisions in the Every Student Succeeds Act, which
include many subject areas in which museums help teach the curriculum.

•

Protect Charitable Giving Incentives – We oppose proposals that would limit the scope or value of
the tax deduction for charitable donations, as well as any proposal to restrict the deductibility of gifts
of property, which are critical to a museum’s ability to develop its collections. We support allowing
artists to deduct the fair market value of donated works, as specified in the Artist-Museum
Partnership Act. Any comprehensive tax reform legislation should encourage more charitable giving
by more Americans.

At a time when many communities are struggling to meet the needs of all their residents, museums are filling
the gaps on many fronts. To learn more about museums, please visit www.aam-us.org.
Sincerely,

Laura L. Lott
President and CEO

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress,
As a National Partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017, the American Art Therapy Association (AATA) is calling on
Congress to provide increased funding for federal agencies and programs that promote, sustain, and support the
creative arts in all areas of American life. The AATA is a national professional membership organization that
represents over 5,000 practitioners, educators, researchers, and students engaged in the art therapy
profession. The Association works in concert with our 36 stateand regional chapters to promote the highest
standards of art therapy practice to the public.
Art therapy is an integrative mental health profession that combines knowledge and understanding of human
development and psychological theories and techniques with training in visual arts and the creative process to
provide a unique approach for helping clients improve psychological health, cognitive abilities, and sensorymotor functions. Art therapy provides a means of communicating for those who cannot find the words to
express anxiety, pain or emotions as a result of trauma, combat, physical abuse, loss of brain function,
depression, and other debilitating health conditions.
Congress has been instrumental in acknowledging the important role of the creative arts through its support for
the National Endowment for the Arts, the Serve America Act, and other federal programs, but much more needs
to be done. AATA urges Congress to strengthen this national arts infrastructure with the following actions:


Support funding of at least $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts to preserve citizen
access to the cultural and educational opportunities and advance creativity and innovation in
communities across the nation.



Enact H.R. 102, Expanding Care for Veterans Act, to improve and develop a plan to expand the scope
of research, education, and integration of, complementary and alternative medicine services.



Enact the Trauma-Informed Care for Children and Families Act, which addresses the psychological,
social, and emotional needs of children, youth and families who have experienced trauma.

AATA strongly believes that accessibility to, and active participation in, the creative arts promotes physical and
emotional wellbeing and enhanced qualify of life for people of all ages. We join with our partners in Americans
for the Arts in urging Congress to continue its vital support for the creative arts.

Sincerely,

Donna Betts, PhD, ATR-BC
President, American Art Therapy Association

American Art Therapy Association ▪ 4875 Eisenhower Avenue, Suite 240, Alexandria, VA 22304
www.americanarttherapyassociation.org ▪ Phone - (888) 290-0878. (703) 548-5860▪ E-mail – info@arttherapy.org

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress,
I am writing on behalf of American Association of Community Theatre (AACT), a National
Partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017.
As the national support organization for community theatre, AACT serves as the voice
of more than 7,000 community theatres. AACT supports the artistry, education, and
economic benefit of those not-for-profit companies. Community theatres are, for many
cities and towns across America, the artistic centers and major economic drivers. They
provide 10,000 full-time jobs and more than 25,000 jobs for guest artists; and they
involve 1.5 million volunteers and 80,000,000 audience members.
AACT has created—and is creating—training programs for children and youth and giving
those young people healthy, artistic activities. Children who are involved in the arts
achieve higher academic status, as well as lower unemployment and crime rates.
This association also involves military personnel—former and current—with free
membership for all active military service members and Wounded Warriors.
We urge you to support funding for the National Endowment for the Arts and block
grants. All federal funding for community theatre comes through state block grants.
That funding, though small, is important to the creation and maintenance of programs
for youth, seniors, and military personnel. Further, we ask that you urge the NEA to
consider direct grass-roots funding to community theatres with high impact and strong
artistry.
Thank you for your time and consideration. We wish you a productive, beneficial year.
Sincerely,

Murray Chase
President

1300 Gendy Street Fort Worth, TX 76107

817-732-3177 Fax: 817-732-3178

info@aact.org aact.org

1156 15th Street, NW, Suite 320
Washington, DC 20005
p: 202.452.9545
f: 202.452.9328
www.conservation-us.org

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress,
The American Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works (AIC) is pleased to be a National
Partner of Arts Advocacy Day. AIC is the national membership organization supporting conservation
professionals in preserving cultural heritage by establishing and upholding professional standards,
promoting research and publications, providing educational opportunities, and fostering the exchange of
knowledge among conservators, allied professionals, and the public. AIC’s membership is comprised of over
3,500 conservation professionals and collecting institutions in 48 states and more than 40 countries around
the world, all of whom have the same goal: to preserve the material evidence of our past so we can learn from
it today and appreciate it in the future. Our individual members are employed by museums, libraries,
archives, and regional centers or work in private practice.
Our nation’s museums are tasked with caring for more than 1 billion objects. The 2004 Heritage Health Index,
published by the Institute of Museum & Library Services and the National Endowment for the Humanities,
together with support from foundations, concluded that immediate conservation action is needed to prevent
the loss of millions of artifacts. In order to support conservation and caring for our national heritage, AIC
requests your support for the following:
Support full funding for the Office of Museum Services (OMS) within the Institute of Museum and
Library Services (IMLS). By helping museums engage their communities and build institutional capacity, OMS
amplifies museums’ $21 billion direct economic impact and bolsters their 400,000 jobs nationwide. We urge
you to:
 Sign the Fiscal Year 2018 appropriations letters being circulated in the House and Senate.
 Enact legislation reauthorizing IMLS, similar to S. 3391 in the 114th Congress.
Provide no less than $155 million in funding for the National Endowment for the Humanities(NEH).
Through a rigorous peer-review process, NEH funds cutting-edge research, museum exhibits that reach all
parts of the country, and cultural preservation of local heritage that would otherwise be lost.
 NEH grants catalyze private investment. Small organizations leverage NEH grants to attract
additional private, local support. NEH’s Challenge Grant program has leveraged federal funds at a 3:1
ratio to enable organizations to raise more than $3 billion in private support. State Humanities
Councils, meanwhile, leverage $5 for every dollar of federal investment.
 NEH’s funding has declined by 19%, when adjusted for inflation, over the past six years. The
proposed increase to NEH founding is essential because demand for NEH support routinely outstrips
available funds. In FY 2015, NEH received 4,928 competitive grant applications representing more
than $482.8 million in requested funds, but was only able to fund 15.4% of these peer-reviewed
proposals.
To continue bi-partisan support with a budget of $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts
(NEA) in the FY 2018 Interior Appropriations bill
 The nonprofit arts industry supports 4.13 million jobs in the arts and related industries. The Bureau
of Economic Analysis and NEA together calculated the arts and culture sector’s contributions to the
gross domestic product at 4.32 percent, amounting to $698 billion.
 The NEA is the only arts funder in America, public or private, that supports the arts in 50 states, the
District of Columbia, and U.S. territories. Every congressional district benefits from NEA grants.
Sincerely,
Eryl P. Wentworth
Executive Director

American Music Therapy Association
8455 Colesville Rd., Ste. 1000 • Silver Spring, Maryland 20910
Tel. (301) 589-3300 • Fax (301) 589-5175 • www.musictherapy.org

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
The American Music Therapy Association (AMTA) is proud to serve as a National Partner of Arts
Advocacy Day 2017. Representing over 7,000 professionally trained music therapists, AMTA is committed
to the mission of advancing public awareness of music therapy benefits and increasing access to quality
music therapy services. Nationally Board Certified Music Therapists work across the lifespan, serving client
groups in healthcare and education settings, using carefully structured and evidence-based interventions
informed by the best available research in the published literature.
Having been founded as a profession through service to Veterans of World Wars I and II, music therapy has
over 70 years of clinical history in the United States.
Recognition of music therapy includes:
 The United States Code lists music therapy as a disease prevention and health promotion service and as a
supportive service under Title 42: The Public Health and Welfare; Chapter 35: Programs For Older
Americans; Subchapters I and III.
 The United States Code lists music therapy as a complementary and integrative health treatment to be
considered for addressing veterans’ mental health issues under Title 38: Part II, Chapter 17, Subchapter I.
 The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) schedule lists music therapy under Professional and
Allied Healthcare Staffing Services.
 The U.S. Department of Labor O-NET program includes Music Therapists in its occupation database.
To improve access to cost-effective music therapy services, we urge your support of the following:
 Support H.R. 102, Expanding Care for Veterans Act, sponsored by Rep. Brownley (D-CA) to
improve access to evidence-based complementary alternative treatments for veterans, including
music therapy.
 Support programs within the Administration on Aging (AoA) included in the Older Americans Act
Reauthorization Act of 2016 that provide access to music therapy for well elderly and individuals
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s Disease and other dementias.
 Support access to music therapy interventions in behavioral health treatments and services under
existing HHS Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Programs, such as the Medicare
Prospective Payment Systems (PPS) and Centers for Medicaid and CHIP Services (CMCS).
Thank you for your support of all Arts programs in America, especially those programs and services that
improve the quality of healthcare for Veterans, older adults, and all persons with illnesses and disabilities.
Sincerely,

Andrea Farbman, Ed.D.
Executive Director

Judy Simpson, MT-BC
Director of Government Relations

603 E. Liberty St
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
313-888-6314
March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
The Art House Convergence is a National Partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017. We are a
national organization for Art House and independent movie theaters. We represent a
dynamic part of our country's creative industries - community-based, mission-driven
cinemas presenting the film art form. We are a year-round organization offering an
annual educational conference, regional seminars, and engagement programs to
facilitate mentorship and networking among independent movie theaters.
Art House and independent movie theaters showcase independent and foreign films
and serve as community town halls. We are independent "mom and pop" places for
communities to gather together to experience cinema’s new and innovative voices. We
are economic engines that effectively drive business to nearby restaurants and retail
shops. Our constituency is the independent movie theater sector, from executive
directors to film programmers to concession & janitorial staff. The people we
represent fill a wide spectrum of political and socioeconomic backgrounds and live in
towns large and small in all 50 states. The 300+ cinemas that employ us represent
1000+ screens and more than $30 million per year in revenue.
As we look to the upcoming year and future legislation, we believe the following issues
are at the greatest risk of adversely affecting our community:
+ NEA Funding: The National Endowment for the Arts provides funding for movie
theaters, film festivals, and programming series that allow unheard voices to shine
and provide crucial operating support for our spaces.
+ Media Arts Education: Media arts education is significantly underfunded in the
United States and our theaters provide an opportunity to teach children and adults
alike the power of the moving image, both in cinema and in daily life.
+ Funding for Corporation of Public Broadcasting & National Public Radio: These
organizations serve as powerful resources for Art House theaters, including funding
and marketing, allowing us to share our art of cinema with a wider audience.
Thank you for your time in reading our letter and we invite you to learn more about
our organization and constituents via arthouseconvergence.org
Sincerely,

Russell B. Collins
Founding Director

Barbara Twist
Managing Director

To increase the quantity and quality of Art House cinemas in North America

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
We are pleased to submit this letter to you as a National Partner of Americans for the
Arts’ Arts Advocacy Day 2017.
We write to you on behalf of more than 200 members of the Association of Arts
Administration Educators (AAAE). AAAE represents higher education arts
administration training programs from all over the world (85% of our members are based
in the United States). Our members and alumni have dedicated their professional lives to
the arts. They are the individuals working at arts institutions such as theatres, museums,
orchestra halls, and community arts centers. They are also at the forefront of arts and
culture research, studying funding and operating models, diversity in the arts, how the
arts can transform and uplift communities, and more. These individuals are all deeply
invested in making sure the United States is a country where art thrives and is
accessible to everyone.
We wish to focus on one legislative issue: funding for the National Endowment of the
Arts. We know that the Trump administration is considering eliminating this important
endowment, and we urge you to stand with all of us at Arts Advocacy Day in working to
protect it. While the NEA may not represent a significant percentage of the federal
budget, it is important to look at the issue from the perspective of arts organizations.
Forty percent of NEA-funded projects take place in low income or rural areas. Moreover,
it is often the case that being NEA-funded paves the way for organizations to be strong
candidates for private funds. The NEA plays a significant role in making the arts
fundable, equitable, and accessible among all Americans, not just in metropolitan areas
where the arts have traditionally thrived.
In essence, the presence of the arts in our federal budget is not simply about money. We
believe that a budget is a statement of values and that the arts should be a core value of
the United States. Most importantly, by a margin of 2:1, Americans approve of
government arts funding. We hope you will stand with the majority of us as the future of
the NEA is debated in the coming months.
Thank you for the opportunity to submit our thoughts to you.
Sincerely,

Sherburne Laughlin
President of the Board
Hurst Senior Professorial Lecturer,
American University

Katy Coy
Executive Director

Source on NEA statistics: http://blog.americansforthearts.org/2016/03/05/americans-support-increases-in-governmentarts-funding
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March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
The Association of Independent Colleges of Art and Design (AICAD) is pleased to be a National Partner of Arts
Advocacy Day 2017. AICAD is a non-profit consortium of 42 leading art and design schools in the US and
Canada. AICAD’s mission is to help strengthen its member schools individually and collectively, and to inform
the public about the value of studying art and design at an AICAD school.
On behalf of our member schools, AICAD offers the following recommendations:

236 Hope Street
Providence, RI 02906

1.

We urge Congress to support a budget of $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts
(NEA) in the FY18 Interior Appropriations bill to preserve access to the cultural, educational, and
economic benefits of the arts and to advance creativity and innovation in communities across the
United States.

2.

Appropriate $30 million for the Assistance for Arts Education (AAE) programs in the FY 2018
Labor-HHS-Education appropriations bill. The Assistance for Arts Education programs are
authorized under Title IV of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).

3.

We urge Congress, through the implementation of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) to:
◦
◦

P — 401-270-5991
F — 401-270-5993
W — aicad.org

◦
◦
◦

Fully implement the Well-Rounded Education provisions by including the arts and
strengthen equitable access to arts learning through the following actions:
Make clear through guidance and regulations the eligibility, and opportunity, for the arts to
help achieve Title I objectives.
Require states to report annually on student access to, and participation in, the arts.
Maintain the Creative Arts Expression framework of evidence-based research as central to
the implementation of early childhood education program.
Improve the U.S. Department of Education’s national data collection regarding what
students know and are able to do in the arts and the conditions for teaching and learning in
arts education.

4.

Support legislation to promote the arts and cultural industries and strengthen the creative
economy through the Comprehensive Resources for Entrepreneurs in the Arts to Transform the
Economy (CREATE) Act, which aims to more thoroughly serve the people, places, and
programs that make our nation’s creative economy prosper in all its cultural, social, and
commercial forms.

5.

Promote cultural exchange programs that advance diplomatic objectives and cultural
cooperation through the exchange of art and other aspects of culture among nations. This
includes restoring access to our nation’s higher education institutions for students and scholars
from all countries, facilitating the global exchange of ideas and innovation while highlighting our
country’s democratic values.

We strongly believe that the future success of the United States depends upon our ability to retain our place in
the world as innovators and creators. The arts and design, and arts education, are a critical component to
achieving this future. Thank you for your interest and thoughtful consideration of these recommendations.
Sincerely,

Deborah Obalil
President & Executive Director, AICAD
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March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
APAP, the Association of Performing Arts Professionals (formerly Association of Performing Arts Presenters) is pleased to
be a national co-sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2017. I thank you for your year-round support of the performing arts on
Capitol Hill and for recognizing that the arts are crucial to building a strong economy, a thriving local community, and a
creative and competitive American workforce.
APAP is the national service organization for the performing arts. APAP serves more than 5,000 performing arts
professionals from more than 1,600 member organizations—the nation’s leading performing arts centers, artist agencies and
management companies, and a growing roster of self-represented artists. As a leader of the field, APAP works to effect
change through advocacy, professional development, networking and resource sharing.
We ask you to support the performing arts by taking action in these key ways:
Appropriate $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA). NEA grants support educational, artistic, and
cultural programs in every congressional district. This federal investment places value on the role of arts and culture in our
society and spurs economic activity in the communities of the recipient arts organizations.
Protect the full value and scope of the charitable deduction as you consider comprehensive tax reform. Support the
nonprofit sector by standing against any changes to the charitable deduction which would hinder nonprofit organizations’
cultural, artistic, social, and educational services to their communities.
Appropriate $30 million for the Assistance for Arts Education programs. The arts are considered a “well rounded” subject
in the Every Student Succeeds Act, and the U.S. Department of Education’s arts education grants have served over 230
congressional districts in 33 states. Grants support professional development for K-12 school teachers and administrators in
arts-based instructional methods that encourage students to think critically and creatively, and work collaboratively in all
areas of academia.
Enact the Arts Require Timely Service (ARTS) provision requiring U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services to
implement reasonable processing times, as required by law, for O and P visa petitions filed by or for U.S. nonprofit arts
organizations. This provision has strong bipartisan backing and would support arts organizations that engage foreign guest
artists in their educational and artistic programs.
Appropriate $110 million for the State Department’s Office of Citizen Exchanges. The Office’s Cultural Programs
Division focuses on cultural diplomacy by sending U.S. artists abroad as ambassadors to build bridges and share our nation’s
rich artistic and cultural traditions.
On behalf of the APAP membership, I thank you for your continued support and look forward to working with you in the
coming year as we build thriving American communities and economies through arts and culture.

Mario Garcia Durham, President and CEO
1211 Connecticut Ave. NW, Suite 200, Washington, DC 20036 | Telephone 888.820.2787 | Fax 202.833.1543 | www.apap365.org

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
CERF+ -- The Artists Safety Net is proud to be a National Partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017.
The lack of a safety net for professional artists working in craft disciplines when personal or
natural disasters strike was the impetus in 1985 for a group of artists to create CERF+. From a
modest, grass roots mutual aid organization, CERF+ has emerged as one of the leading voices
for safeguarding artists’ livelihoods to ensure that they have resources and protections they
need to sustain their careers before, during and after disasters.
Artists are not only vulnerable to disasters; they often contribute significantly to recovery in
their communities after disasters. With 32 years of service and more than 7,000 supporters
across the country, we are dedicated to a future in which artists are able to thrive and
contribute in communities across the United States.
As a National Partner of Arts Advocacy Day, CERF+ is pleased to join with many national arts,
humanities and civic organizations in urging Congress to support legislation that promotes the
arts and values artists’ contributions to our society. On behalf of our supporters and those we
serve, we encourage you to strengthen federal support for the arts, especially in the following
ways:
 To maintain access to affordable healthcare for artists and other self-employed workers;
 To ensure that artists and other self-employed workers are not at a disadvantage to
other small business when accessing federal aid, especially after disasters and in
emergency recovery;
 To continue bi-partisan support with a budget of $155 million for the National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in the FY 2018 Interior Appropriations bill to preserve
citizen access to the cultural, educational, and economic benefits of the arts and to
advance creativity and innovation in communities across the United States;
 To preserve incentives for charitable giving by protecting the full scope and value of the
tax deduction for all forms of charitable gifts;
 To ensure that American made products (including craft and art) are exhibited and
available for purchase in our National Parks and tourist welcome centers.
We thank you for valuing the creative work of America’s artists and cultural organizations and
the contributions they make to our lives. Thank you for your work.
Sincerely,

Cornelia Carey
Executive Director
535 Stone Cutters Drive, Ste 202, Montpelier, VT 05602
Ph: (802) 229-2306 Fax: (802) 223-6484
cerfplus.org

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress,
Chamber Music America (CMA), the national network of chamber music professionals, is delighted to be a
National Partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017. CMA serves a diverse membership of more than 6,000
musicians, ensembles, concert presenters, festivals, composers, training institutions, managers, music
businesses, and enthusiasts who create, perform, and present numerous styles of small-ensemble music, from
Western classical/contemporary to jazz, world music, and beyond. Chamber musicians reach almost seven
million Americans through traditional concerts, residencies in schools and community centers, and free public
performances each year.
Chamber Music America advocates for this national, artist-centered community by offering direct financial
support through our grant programs, providing ongoing career-development services, and connecting all
corners of the field through conferences and convenings. Chamber musicians belong, in large part, to the
nation’s freelance workforce and like other self-employed workers, are faced with such concerns as sporadic
earnings from seasonal or project-specific employment. Concert presenters face challenges as well; like most
other small businesses, they have few available lines of credit and are coping with the continuing volatility of
the global economy.
On behalf of the national chamber music field, Chamber Music America respectfully urges Congress to:
 Support a budget of $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in the FY 2018
Interior Appropriations bill in order to preserve access to the cultural, educational, and economic
benefits of the arts and to advance creativity and innovation in communities across the United States.
 Co-sponsor the CREATE Act in order to invest in the country’s workforce and creative economy; to
recognize artists, entrepreneurs, and nonprofit arts organizations as contributors to the small business
community; and support the creative economy through federal programs and actions.
 Appropriate $110 million to the Office of Citizen Exchanges within the State Department’s Bureau
of Educational and Cultural Affairs through the FY2018 State and Foreign Operations bill, and
encourage the State Department to evaluate and publicly report on the impact, value, and success of
arts diplomacy as part of its smart power strategies to build cross-cultural understanding.
 Support H.R. 102, Expanding Care for Veterans Act, sponsored by Rep. Brownley (D-CA) to
improve access to evidence-based complementary alternative treatments for veterans, including
creative arts therapies.
Chamber Music America encourages you to support policies and legislation that will benefit the thousands of
chamber music professionals whose work impacts the cultural landscape of America.
Cordially,

Margaret M. Lioi
Chief Executive Officer
12 West 32nd Street, 7th Floor • New York, NY 10001-3813
(212) 242-2022 phone • (212) 967-9747 fax
www.chamber-music.org

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
Chorus America is a proud National Partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017. Our organization represents
more than 4,500 choruses, choral leaders, businesses, and other organizations throughout North
America and beyond. We also represent the 42.6 million Americans who our research has shown sing
regularly in a chorus—including children, adults and seniors who benefit from their participation and
deliver great value to their communities.
Our research has found that choral singers are significantly more likely than other Americans to vote
regularly; contribute money to philanthropic causes, political parties or candidates; volunteer their time
to charities; serve as officers of civic organizations; and work for political parties. This civic leadership
demonstrates the powerful role choruses play in building community. Singing together brings people
together.
On behalf of the diverse and civically-engaged choral field, Chorus America urges you to:






Continue bi-partisan support for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) with a budget of
$155 million in the FY 2018 Interior Appropriations bill. NEA grants provide access to the
cultural, educational, and economic benefits of the arts and advance creativity and innovation in
communities across the United States. This federal investment celebrates the arts as a national
priority, critical to America’s future.
Protect the full value and scope of the charitable deduction as you consider comprehensive tax
reform. Please support the nonprofit sector, including arts organizations, by standing against
any changes to the charitable deduction which would hinder nonprofits’ service to their
communities.
Support improved access to arts education for all students under the Every Student Succeeds
Act (ESSA) by completing the approprations process for FY17 and appropriating funding for all
“Well-Rounded” programs, including music and the arts.

Chorus America encourages your support for policies and funding that strengthen all the arts and the
communities that, together, we serve.
Sincerely,

Catherine Dehoney
President & CEO

Liza Beth
Vice President of Communications and Membership

1156 15th Street, NW, Suite 310, Washington, DC 20005 | 202.331.7577 | www.chorusamerica.org

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
As the national service organization for professional dance and a National Partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017,
Danced/USA urges you to support federal policy that will strengthen the arts in America.
Founded in 1982, Dance/USA’s membership represents the breadth and diversity of this brilliant art form, including
over 500 aerial, ballet, modern, culturally specific, jazz, and tap companies, dance service and presenting
organizations, individuals, and related organizations. Dance/USA sustains and advances professional dance by
addressing the needs, concerns, and interests of organizations, administrators, and artists.
On behalf of Dance/USA’s membership and those who service the field, we encourage you to strengthen federal
support for the arts in the following ways:


Continue bi-partisan support with a budget of $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in
the FY 20018 Interior Appropriations bill in order to preserve access to the cultural, educational, and
economic benefits of the arts and to advance creativity and innovation in communities across the U.S.;



Preserve incentives for charitable giving by protecting the full scope and value of the tax deduction for all
forms of charitable gifts and ensure that any comprehensive tax reform legislation encourages more giving by
Americans;



Appropriate $30 million for the Assistance for Arts Education (AAE) programs in the FY 2018 Labor-HHSEducation appropriations bill, authorized under Title IV of the Every Student Succeeds Act;



Strengthen equitable access to arts education in a Well-Rounded Education in the Every Student Succeeds
Act;



Appropriate $100 million to the Office of Citizen Exchanges within the State Department’s Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs within the FY 2018 State and Foreign Operations appropriations bill;



Enact the Arts Require Timely Service (ARTS) provision, which will require U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) to reduce the total processing time for petitions filed by, or on behalf of, nonprofit artsrelated organizations and make the processing of artist visas more accessible, reliable and efficient;



Urge the FCC to offer interference protection to performing arts entities and to restore access to a reliable
geo-location database and preserve nonprofit performing arts, education, and media organizations’ financial
investments in technical equipment.

We encourage you to support funding and policies that continue to strengthen dance and the performing arts in
communities across the nation.
Sincerely,

Amy Fitterer
Executive Director

Brandon Gryde
Director of Government Affairs

DEPARTMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYEES, AFL-CIO
March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
The Department for Professional Employees, AFL-CIO (DPE) is proud to be a National Partner
of Arts Advocacy Day 2017. DPE is a coalition of 22 national unions representing more than
four million professional and technical employees.
Included in DPE are unions representing the women and men working “above line” and “below
line” in the arts, entertainment, and media industries. While it may be easy to conjure up images
of glamorous Hollywood award shows, the reality is that most people working in the arts are
middle-class Americans working to provide for their families. Arts professionals, from
performers to stagehands, can be found in large cities and small towns all across the United
States.
The economic security of these Americans necessitates that I raise concern about reports that
some members of Congress and the Administration are considering defunding the National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), and
eliminating public funding for the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB.) On behalf of
DPE, I urge you to oppose any effort to defund or eliminate the NEA or NEH, or to privatize the
CPB.
Through grants, seed money, and support, the NEA, NEH, and CPB help ensure that all
Americans, regardless of means or geography, have access to artistic and educational content,
particularly performances that may not be immediately profitable or self-sustaining. By enabling
broad access, the NEA, NEH, and CPB play a foundational role in nurturing an appreciation for
the arts and cultural expression that ultimately benefits society and bolsters the economy.
To be clear, the NEA, NEH, and CPB are not responsible for any fiscal challenges facing our
country. The Washington Post reports that the institutions’ combined funding equated to 0.02
percent of federal spending in 2016. Defunding, privatizing, or otherwise eliminating the NEA,
NEH, or CPB will only hurt everyday people while having nearly no impact on the federal
budget.
With thanks for your time and consideration -

Sincerely,

Paul E. Almeida
President

815 16th Street, NW, 7th Floor, Washington, DC 20006
(202) 638-0320 www.dpeaflcio.org

2343 Auburn Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45219
Phone: 513.421.3900 • Fax: 513.421.7077
Website: schooltheatre.org

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
The Educational Theatre Association is proud to be a national partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017. Today
we advocate for the arts, and ask members of Congress to consider the value of arts education. EdTA, the
professional organization for theatre education, works to ensure that theatre arts is an essential part of every
student’s well-rounded education. Founded in 1929, we represent more than 5,000 professional members, 100,000
current student members, and over 2,000,000 alumni in the United States.
EdTA promotes theatre as a well-rounded subject area that helps prepare students to make successful life choices.
We support sequential, standards-based theatre education taught by trained and certified professionals. EdTA
offers professional development, expertise, research, and other resources to better prepare our members to teach
and learn the art of theatre and understand its broader college, career, and citizenship value.
We ask you to support the following actions as described in the issue briefs that follow in this handbook:
• Appropriate $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts.
• Appropriate $30 million for the Assistance for Arts Education programs authorized under Title IV of the
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).
• Strengthen equitable access to arts education through implementation of the following well-rounded
provisions of ESSA:
o Fully fund the Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants under Title IV, Part A.
o Make explicit the opportunity for the arts to help achieve Title I objectives.
o Implementation of the professional development opportunities for arts educators and school leaders in
Title II and the expanded STEM program eligibility for the arts in Title IV.
o Fully fund the 21st Century Learning Centers.
o Improve the U.S. Department of Education’s national data collection regarding what students know
and are able to do in the arts and the conditions for teaching and learning in arts education.
• Improve the Department of Education’s data collection efforts by systemically strengthening preK-12 arts
education in the School and Staffing Survey, the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), the
Fast Response Survey System (FRSS), and other data instruments.
• Support the evaluation of arts educators based on student achievement in their respective subject areas and
multiple measures of student progress to assess learning in the arts, including performance and portfoliobased measurements.
• Urge the FCC to restore access to a reliable geo-location database and preserve non-profit performing arts,
education, and media organization’s financial investment in technical equipment.
Thank you for supporting arts education and your thoughtful consideration of these issues.
Sincerely,

Julie Theobald
Executive Director

James Palmarini
Director of Educational Policy

Home of the International Thespian Society, Dramatics magazine, and Teaching Theatre journal

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
Future of Music Coalition is delighted to join Americans For The Arts once again as a national
partner of Arts Advocacy Day.
For sixteen years, Future of Music Coalition has worked to ensure that musicians and composers
have an independent voice in Washington DC on the issues that impact their lives and livelihoods.
FMC works with musicians, composers and industry stakeholders to identify solutions to shared
challenges. We promote strategies, policies, technologies and educational initiatives that always
put artists first while recognizing the role music fans play in shaping the future. FMC works to
ensure that diversity, equality and creativity drives artist engagement with the global music
community, and that these values are reflected in laws, licenses, and policies that govern any
industry that uses music as raw material for its business.
Our key legislative priorities include:
•
•
•
•
•

Preserving access to quality affordable health care for musicians and other artists
Preserving net neutrality protections that ensure a competitive marketplace
Making common sense reforms to US copyright law to ensure that musicians are able to be
fairly and transparently compensated for their creative labor
Maintaining robust support for our cultural agencies
Encouraging investment in the creative economy

Additionally, in this unprecedented political environment, we must also underscore our concern
for and commitment to freedom of creative expression, including freedom for voices of dissent
and protest, which are so integral to our American values. Music, in particular, has demonstrated
an incredible capacity to transcend prejudice, elevate the voices of marginalized communities, and
unite people across divisions with a common empathy. The rich diversity of American musical
traditions constitute one of our country’s most enduring gifts to the world; these traditions and the
creative workers who sustain and advance these traditions are the reason we fight.
We thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Kevin Erickson
National Organizing Director

Angelique Power, Chair
The Field Foundation of Illinois
Kerry McCarthy, Vice Chair
The New York Community Trust

March 21, 2017

Maurine Knighton, Secretary
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation
Glyn Northington, Treasurer
Nonprofits Assistance Fund
T. Lulani Arquette
Native Arts and Cultures
Foundation
Denise Brown
Leeway Foundation
Anita Contini
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Jaime Dempsey
Arizona Commission on the Arts
Randy Engstrom
Seattle Office of Arts & Culture
Susan Feder
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
Ken Grossinger
CrossCurrents Foundation
Tatiana Hernandez
Hemera Foundation
Sharnita Johnson
The Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation
Amy Kitchener
Alliance for California Traditional
Arts
Arleta Little
The McKnight Foundation
Ken May
South Carolina Arts Commission
Ted Russell
Felicia Shaw
Regional Arts Commission of St.
Louis
Gary Steuer
Bonfils-Stanton Foundation
Caitlin Strokosch
National Performance Network

Dear Member of Congress,
Grantmakers in the Arts (GIA), the only national association of public and private arts
funders in America, is a National Partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017.
GIA’s membership includes America’s largest foundations, small family foundations,
community foundations, governmental state, county, and local agencies, corporate
funders, and nonprofit organizations who grant funds to artists and arts organizations.
Our members are partners with federal and local governments in helping cities and states
improve every aspect of American life from arts and culture to education to housing and
to services provided to wounded warriors. Their commitment to supporting a “creative
America” is based on collaborations in an eco-system that supports the entire nonprofit
sector. Public support of the arts is a critical component to that eco-system.
Private foundations alone will not and cannot do this. Public support, based on the values
of government that include efficiency, effectiveness, fairness, and transparency are
absolutely essential in making sure that all Americans have access and opportunity to the
rich cultural melting pot that is this great country. From rural states, who depend so much
on National Endowment for the Arts support to reach those living in farming towns, to
our largest cities where local and federal partnerships are so critical, government funding
assures a fairness of funding opportunity.
Creativity is the currency of the 21st century. Our federal government is hopefully
seeking ways to increase the investment of that currency in this competitive global
marketplace. Thank you for your service.
Sincerely,

F. Javier Torres
ArtPlace America
San San Wong
Barr Foundation
Laura Zucker
Los Angeles County Arts
Commission

Janet Brown, President & CEO
Grantmakers in the Arts
janet@giarts.org

Janet Brown
President & CEO
Jim McDonald
Deputy Director, Director of
Programs
Kathy Lindenmayer
Director of Development &
Membership
Jan Bailie
Director of Finance & Operations

4055 21st Avenue West, Suite 100, Seattle, WA 98199-1247 206-624-2312 phone 206-624-5568 fax www.giarts.org

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress,
On behalf of America’s orchestras, and as a National Partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017, the
League of American Orchestras asks you to strengthen federal support for the arts. America’s adult,
youth, and college orchestras total approximately 1,600 and serve cities, towns, and rural areas in all
50 states. The impact orchestras create is supported by a critical combination of public and private
support. We request your support for policies and funding that will strengthen the arts in communities
nationwide:
Broaden public access to the arts by supporting $155 million for the National Endowment for
the Arts. Orchestras throughout the country utilize NEA grants to serve their communities by
expanding public access to performances, supporting music education for children and adults, and
fostering the creative work of contemporary classical musicians, composers, and conductors. NEA
funding directly supports local projects and also spurs critical giving from other sources like private
foundations, corporations, and individual contributors.
Increase community access to vital services and programs by protecting and strengthening the
full scope and value of charitable giving incentives. As 501(c)(3) organizations, orchestras depend
upon private philanthropy and civic support to fuel programs that serve local needs. Orchestras rely
on the deductibility of private donations to serve the needs of people and community partners through
education, artistry, economic development, and social service programs. Charitable giving incentives
are an investment in the public good.
Provide students with a complete education by supporting $30 million for the Assistance for Arts
Education programs at the U.S. Department of Education and fully implementing the Well-Rounded
Education arts provisions of the Every Student Succeeds Act. As local partners in music education,
orchestras collaborate with schools to strengthen arts education opportunities, helping to equip
students with the skills, knowledge, and imaginative capacity needed to succeed.
Improve international cultural engagement by passing legislation that requires U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services to implement reasonable processing times for O and P petitions as required
in law, and provide reliability for visa petitions filed by, or on behalf of, nonprofit arts-related
organizations. U.S. orchestras routinely invite highly sought-after foreign musicians to perform with
them, providing both American musicians and audiences the opportunity to experience a diversity of
musical talent, and encouraging a supportive climate for our orchestras to perform abroad. We also
urge Congress to further improve international cultural exchange by dedicating increased resources
for arts diplomacy programs within the Cultural Programs Division at the U.S. Department of State.
I encourage your support for policies and funding that strengthen the arts, orchestras, and the
communities they serve.
Sincerely,

Jesse Rosen
President & CEO

2018 BALTIMORE AVENUE, KA NSAS CITY, MISSOURI, 64108 -1 914
www.maaa.org | in fo@maaa.org | (816 )421 -1388 | fax (816 )421 -3918

March 20, 2017
Dear Member of Congress,
As a National Partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017, Mid-America Arts Alliance (M-AAA) believes that the
arts are imperative to lifelong learning and renewal, and that access to stellar cultural experiences
should not be limited by geography, economics, or social barriers.
M-AAA serves the more than 45 million Americans in Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma,
and Texas. Through the arts, we help communities thrive, improve lives, and strengthen educational
opportunities for children and adults. In addition to fostering artists and assisting cultural organizations
in our region, M-AAA engages a national audience through our touring exhibition programs, ExhibitsUSA
and NEH on the Road. Each year, M-AAA reaches hundreds of thousands of Americans, and we could not
achieve this without the essential support of the National Endowment for the Arts, arts education
programs, and other key federal initiatives.
We respectfully urge you to support the arts, particularly through the following:
Federal Cultural Agencies: Continue bi-partisan support in funding the National Endowment for the Arts at $155
million in order to preserve access to the cultural, educational, and economic benefits of the arts and to advance
creativity and innovation in communities across the United States. Support funding of related agencies—the
National Endowment for the Humanities and the Office of Museum Services.
Art in Education: Recognize that the arts of all disciplines are part of a well-rounded education that prepares
students of all ages for school, work, and life. Studies show that students who take part in art programs succeed at
higher levels than those who don’t.
Art in Healthcare: Fund and cultivate opportunities to improve the health of veterans, the aging, the incarcerated,
and others through the arts and creative arts therapies in healthcare and community settings.
Tax Legislation: Preserve incentives for charitable giving by protecting the full scope and value of tax deductions
for all forms of charitable gifts and ensure any comprehensive tax reform legislation encourages more giving by
more Americans.
The CREATE Act: Identify cosponsors for this act that recognizes and supports artists, entrepreneurs, and nonprofit
arts organizations as vital contributors to the small business and creative economies.

On behalf of M-AAA and our partner states and organizations, I thank you for your dedicated work and
hope you will join me in ensuring there’s “More Art for More People” throughout the United States.
Sincerely yours,

Todd Stein
Interim CEO
MORE ART FOR MORE PEOPLE
Our partners: Arkansas Arts Council, Missouri Arts Council, Nebraska Arts Council, Oklahoma Arts Council,
Texas Commission on The Arts, the National Endowment for the Arts, and the National Endowment for the Humanities

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
JEFF LOEB
The Hollywood Pantages
President
MICHAEL BARON
Lyric Theatre of Oklahoma
Vice President
PAIGE PRICE
Theatre Aspen
Vice President
MICHAEL G. MURPHY
Shea’s Performing Arts Center
Treasurer
WAYNE BRYAN
Music Theatre Wichita
Secretary
KENNY ALHADEFF
Junkyard Dog Productions
CURT DALE CLARK
Maine State Music Theatre
KWOFE COLEMAN
The Muny

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
The National Alliance for Musical Theatre (NAMT) is proud to be a National Partner
of Arts Advocacy Day 2017. NAMT is a not-for-profit organization serving the
musical theatre community. Our 200 members are the leading producers of musical
theatre in our country, including theatres, presenting organizations, higher education
programs and individual producers.
NAMT members play a significant role in the economy: with budgets ranging from
$10,000 to $48,000,000, our members employ over 30,000 people. Last season, they
provided education programs for 1.1 million students and teachers and staged nearly
23,000 performances attended by 9.5 million people.
On behalf of the National Alliance for Musical Theatre’s membership and those it
serves, we urge you to strengthen federal support for the arts in the following ways:


KEITH CROMWELL
Red Mountain Theatre Company
LORI FINEMAN
Transport Group Theatre Company
KENT GASH
NYU Tisch New Studio on Broadway
MARIA GOYANES
The Public Theater
DANA HARREL
Disney Creative Entertainment
DONNA LYNN HILTON
Goodspeed Musicals





Support a budget of $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts
(NEA) in order to preserve access to the cultural, educational and economic
benefits of the arts and to advance creativity and innovation in communities
across the United States.
Preserve incentives for charitable giving by protecting the full scope and value
of the charitable tax deduction
Enhance student access to the arts by appropriating $30 million for arts
education programs at the U.S. Department of Education
Support the FCC’s protection of wireless microphones by preserving access to
a reliable geo-location database

In sum, we encourage you to support funding and policies that continue to strengthen
musical theatre and the performing arts in communities across the nation.
Sincerely,

VAN KAPLAN
Pittsburgh CLO
BETSY KING MILITELLO
National Alliance for Musical Theatre
Executive Director
SØREN MØLLER
Fredericia Theater & New Works Development
Centre Uterus
MARSHA S. BROOKS, ESQ.
Brooks & Distler
Legal Counsel

Betsy King Militello
Executive Director

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress,
The National Art Education Association is pleased to be a National Partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017. The
National Art Education Association (NAEA) advances visual arts education to fulfill human potential and
promote global understanding. Founded in 1947, The National Art Education Association is the leading
professional membership organization exclusively for visual arts educators. Members include elementary,
middle and high school visual arts educators, college and university professors, researchers and scholars,
teaching artists, administrators and supervisors, art museum educators and university students preparing to be
art educators.
NAEA promotes art education through professional development, service, advancement of research,
knowledge, and leadership. In order to fulfill this mission, NAEA provides expertise, training, and resources that
support professional growth and leadership, helping members affect the quality of student learning in their local
schools, communities, and states. The Association believes that all students deserve a comprehensive,
balanced and sequential program of instruction in the visual arts. Further, the Association believes that the art
curriculum should be led and taught by teachers who are certified and qualified in the visual arts and designed
to provide students with skills and knowledge in the arts in accordance with national, state and local standards.
On behalf of the nation’s 90,000 professional visual arts educators, the National Art Education Association
offers the following recommendations:
● Appropriate $30 million for the Assistance for Arts Education (AAE) programs in the FY 2018 Labor-HHSEducation appropriations bill. The Assistance for Arts Education programs are authorized under Title IV of the
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).
● Fully implement the Well-Rounded Education provisions of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) by
including the arts and strengthen equitable access to arts learning by:
o
o
o
o

Fully funding the Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants under Title IV, Part A.
Making explicit the opportunity for the arts to help achieve Title I objectives.
Thoroughly implementing the professional development opportunities for arts educators and school
leaders in Title II and the expanded STEM program eligibility for the arts in Title IV.
Fully funding the 21st Century Community Learning Centers.

● Support a budget of $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in the FY 2018 Interior
Appropriations bill. The NEA funds school- and community-based programs that help children and youth
acquire knowledge and skills in the arts and supports educational programs for adults and partnerships
between arts institutions and K-12 and college/university educators.
Thank you for your interest and thoughtful consideration of these recommendations.
Sincerely,

Patricia Franklin, NAEA President
Supervisor of Fine Arts, Newport News Public Schools (VA)

Deborah B. Reeve, EdD
Executive Director

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
The National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (NASAA) is a proud cosponsor of Arts Advocacy Day
2017. NASAA is the membership organization that unites, represents and serves the nation's state
and jurisdictional arts agencies. Each of the 56 states and jurisdictions has created an agency to
support excellence in and access to the arts. We represent their individual and collective interests,
empower their work through knowledge, and advance the arts as an essential public benefit.
Through a highly effective federal-state partnership, the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA)
distributes 40% of its programmatic funds to state and regional arts agencies each year. State
arts agencies use their share of NEA funds ($41 million last year), combined with funds from
state legislatures, to support 21,000 grants to arts organizations, civic organizations, schools and
artists in more than 4,400 communities across the United States. 25% of state arts agencies'
grant awards go to nonmetropolitan areas, supporting programs that strengthen the civic and
economic sustainability of rural America. 40% of state arts agencies' grant awards go to arts
education, fostering student success in and out of school and providing the critical thinking,
creativity and communications skills needed to meet the demands of today's competitive work
force.
On behalf of the 56 state and jurisdictional arts agencies, NASAA urges Congress to:


support $155 million in funding for the National Endowment for the Arts in fiscal year 2018.
The NEA's role in our nation's arts infrastructure is critical. Its grant programs reach every
congressional district in America with high-quality arts performances, educational projects
and community building initiatives;



reinforce Congress's endorsement of the unprecedented federal-state partnership that
allocates 40% of program funds to state arts agencies, resulting in tens of thousands of
grants in communities throughout the United States;



fully fund and implement arts provisions within the Every Student Succeeds Act, including
expanded STEM program eligibility for the arts in Title IV and the 21st Century Community
Learning Centers initiative;



expand opportunities across federal agencies for the arts to be incorporated in policy
initiatives.

I encourage your support for policies and funding that strengthen the arts and the communities
they serve.
Sincerely,

Pam Breaux
Chief Executive Officer

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
The National Association for Music Education (NAfME) is proud to join other arts education
organizations in support of Arts Advocacy Day. Among the world’s largest arts education
organizations, NAfME is the only association that addresses all aspects of music education. The
Association represents more than 60,000 professional music educators working in our nation’s
schools, advocating for the continued presence of music education for millions of students
nationwide.
On Arts Advocacy Day, we encourage Congress to take the following steps to support music
education and the arts across our nation:
1. Listen to and respectfully consider the legislative requests from the Music Education Policy
Roundtable.
2. Preserve and support the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency that provides
supplemental funding in support of high quality arts programming, including programming that
complements in-school music education provided by our nation’s music educators.
3. Fully fund all aspects of ESSA through the appropriations process for both FY17 and FY18,
including Title IV, Part A. In this funding and in all aspects of ESSA, maintain a focus on equity
and access for every child in our diverse student populations to a full and well-rounded
education.
Since 1907, NAfME has worked to ensure that every student has access to a well-balanced,
comprehensive, and high-quality program of music instruction taught by qualified teachers. We
look forward to working with Congress in support of excellent music education in our nation’s
schools as part of the well-rounded education envisioned by Congress under the Every Student
Succeeds Act.

Sincerely,

Michael J. Blakeslee
Executive Director and CEO

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
The National Center for Creative Aging (NCCA) is a proud to be a National Co-Sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2017.
NCCA urges you to support federal policy that will strengthen the arts in America for older adults. Founded in 2001,
NCCA is the only membership organization focusing exclusively on issues that impact the health and wellbeing of older
adults through the arts. Representing more than 450 members and their broad network that includes physicians, teaching
artists, social workers, expressive arts therapists, social services administrators, museum educators, nursing home
administrators, researchers, and grantmakers in the arts and aging who practice, lead, and support making the arts
accessible to older adults of all abilities.
Our mission is dedicated to fostering an understanding of the vital relationship between creative expression and healthy
aging, and to developing programs that build upon this understanding. The growing research-base indicates that arts
programming for older adults is a non-invasive, cost-effective means for treating a variety of conditions and illnesses as
well as promoting health and wellness through preventive care. Economic analyses, cost studies, and clinical research
show a positive trend in the impact of arts on containing healthcare costs and facilitating functional outcomes
achievement.
We encourage Congress to take the following steps:
-

To continue bi-partisan support with a budget of $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in
the FY 2018 Interior Appropriations bill in order to preserve access to the cultural, educational, and economic
benefits of the arts and to advance creativity and innovation in communities across the United States.

-

Support programs within the Administration on Aging (AoA) included in the Older Americans Act
Reauthorization Act of 2016 that provide access to creative arts therapies and artist-directed activities for well
older people as well as individuals diagnosed with Alzheimer’s Disease and other dementias.

-

Support H.R. 102, Expanding Care for Veterans Act, sponsored by Rep. Brownley (D-CA) to improve access to
evidence-based complementary alternative treatments for veterans, including creative arts therapies and artistdirected activities.

-

Support access to creative arts therapies and artist-directed interventions in behavioral health treatments and
services under existing HHS Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Programs, such as the Medicare
Prospective Payment Systems (PPS) and Centers for Medicaid and CHIP Services (CMCS).

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to our national health and well-being. Your vision to create and preserve
programs and services that enhance the quality of life for older persons is one that positively affects and supports all
Americans.
Very sincerely yours,

Jennie Smit-Peers

4125 Albemarle Street, NW, Washington, DC 20016
P: 202-895-9456 • F: 202-895-9483
www.creativeaging.org

Executive Director

4125 Albemarle Street, NW, Washington, DC 20016
P: 202-895-9456 • F: 202-895-9483
www.creativeaging.org

Dear Member of Congress:

March 21, 2017

The National Dance Education Organization (NDEO) is proud to be a National Partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017. As the nation’s leading advocate
for dance educators and dance education centered in the arts, we urge members of the House and Senate to consider the tangible benefits of high
quality dance education in the United States. All of our nation’s children deserve equal access to the resources that will enable them to reap the benefits
of dance education which research has shown can contribute to their development as active, engaged, creative citizens and a productive future
workforce.
In the U.S., our education system faces numerous challenges that include how to address the unique needs of students from diverse backgrounds:
multi-cultural populations, students living in poverty or homeless, and individuals with disabilities. Today’s students face a global marketplace with a
demand for creative thinkers who can thrive in a knowledge-based economy. To meet these challenges, we need:
Quality dance programs in all schools.
Like all the arts disciplines, dance is considered one of the “well-rounded” subjects under the ESSA. Research shows that dance directly builds both
creative skills (discipline, innovation, perseverance at task, abstract thinking, and complex problem-solving) and health (addressing issues of obesity
and supporting lifelong wellness). Dance also provides a modality for cross-cultural understanding and personal efficacy. We urge Congress to help
us chart access to quality dance education through improved and inclusive surveys and to include dance in the National Assessment of
Educational Progress so we can build on our understanding of how high quality dance programs impact our nation’s learners.
Standards-based dance education beginning in early childhood.
Children are natural dancers, but stakeholders do not always understand how critical movement is to learning. On June 4, 2014, NDEO, as a
member of the National Coalition for Core Arts Standards, debuted the new National Core Arts Standards in Dance. These standards, along with
the accompanying Model Cornerstone Assessments, will help educators ensure that children have the opportunities to develop their natural
talents and achieve in-depth learning. For more, visit: www.ndeo.org/coreartsdance
Highly qualified teachers and model programs.
We recognize the importance of professional development and the role model programs play in education. NDEO has developed Professional
Teaching Standards for Dance Arts (PTSDA) to ensure that children have the best instruction possible and that teachers have sufficient content
and pedagogical knowledge to address the needs of all children. To complement the PTSDA, NDEO developed the Dance Entry Level Teachers’
Assessment (DELTA), an entry-level test for K-12 dance educators. NDEO has also developed criteria for model dance education programs that
are designed to be taught by qualified educators in a graduated curriculum for all populations. In 2012, NDEO launched the Online Professional
Development Institute (OPDI), using online learning to make needed professional development with experts in the field more widely accessible to
dance educators.
Dance in STEAM.
EVIDENCE has been compiled that supports the inclusion of dance practices in developing 21st Century thinkers and experimenters, who add
value to the sciences and engineering through STEAM (not only STEM) curricula. Dance teaches innovative thinking and design principles and
develops cognitive capacities for design resolution and imaginative development of technology. Please see NDEO’s recent report, Evidence: A
Report on the Impact of Dance in the K-12 School Setting, here: www.ndeo.org/evidence.
The Value of Dance Education
Among the art forms (Dance, Media Arts, Music, Theatre, and Visual Arts), Dance is uniquely positioned to teach social skills, tolerance, and
collaboration. Dance allows children the opportunity to explore physical and kinesthetic senses that promote self-esteem and a healthy, active life.
Children with ADHD have said that the world comes into focus while dancing. Students who study dance test higher on the SATs (36 points higher
on the verbal and 15 points higher on the math sections), and students of minority multicultural populations test as kinesthetic learners. Every child
deserves an opportunity to create, present, and learn through dance.
Sincerely,

Susan McGreevy-Nichols, Executive Director
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MICHAEL R. El WARDS
President
891 NW 73ra Avenue
Plantation FL 33317-1141
Phone: 954-791-9273
Mobile: 954-325-0064
Email: micedwards(a)aol.corn

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress,
The National Federation of Music Clubs(NFMC)is proud to serve as a National Partner of
Arts Advocacy Day 2017. NFMC,founded in 1898, is a non-profit philanthropic and educational organization
comprised of over 200,000 members dedicated to music education and promotion of the creative and
performing arts in America. The Federation was chartered by the United States Congress on August 9, 1982
with the mission to support and develop American music and musicians.
The Arts and Arts Education are an essential part of the fabric of the United States. Not only are the Arts an
economic engine for our communities; the arts play an integral role in the academic success of our children.
Our strength as a nation depends on a vital and engaging educational system, and arts programs provide a way
for students to discover creativity, confidence, and critical thinking skills — all elements of becoming
productive, successful citizens.
The NFMC has a long history of supporting the cultural arts of the United States and strives to assure that the
arts are available to our young people and in our communities. We see partnership of Arts Advocacy Day as
contributing to this mission. We are proud to stand with Americans for the Arts and other arts organizations in
supporting the arts.
We ask that you stand with us to adequately fund our nation's cultural needs: Music and Arts Education,
National Endowment for the Arts, National Endowment for the Humanities, Office of Museum Services, Public
Radio and TV. These are modest investments but the return on these investments is huge.
On behalf of the NFMC, we thank you for your time and for your thoughtful consideration of our request.
Sincerely,

1
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Michael Edwards
President

0,,wykicAmwm4
ee Ann Cummings
Arts Advocacy Chairman

Chartered by the Congress of the United States

March 21, 2017

Dear Member of Congress:
As a National Partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017, and on behalf of our diverse
constituency of more than 400 member organizations serving more than ten million
students yearly, the National Guild for Community Arts Education asks that you help
us ensure all Americans have access to lifelong learning opportunities in the arts.
As the sole national service organization for community arts education providers since
1937, the National Guild’s network of nonprofit arts education organizations includes
neighborhood music schools, arts and cultural centers, and arts education divisions of
universities, theater and dance companies, museums, parks and recreation departments,
and others. United by their common commitment to ensuring equitable access to arts
education, these organizations foster lifelong participation in the performing, visual,
media, and literary arts. The National Guild works with our members to develop the
artists (amateur and professional), educators, and audiences of the future.
Research shows that quality instruction in the arts has many benefits for individuals and
communities. When sustained and responsive to community needs, these programs can
promote a sense of shared culture and belonging, foster cognitive development, improve
health, and advance economic growth. In students, arts learning leads to increased
understanding of other subject areas. And participation in the arts has shown to have a
strong and sustained impact on the health and wellness of older adults.
The benefits of arts education accrue over time and demand long-term partnerships,
professional development for staff and teaching artists, and financial resources. To ensure
that the arts learning needs and interests of all Americans are adequately addressed, we
ask you to support a budget of at least $155 million for the National Endowment
for the Arts (NEA) in FY2017.
We are amongst the countless organizations that have received support through NEA
grants over the years, most recently for our work as the backbone organization of the
Creative Youth Development National Partnership, along with Americans for the Arts,
Massachusetts Cultural Council, and the President’s Committee on the Arts and the
Humanities. Through our own work and the work of our non-profit member
organizations, we know firsthand the vital role the NEA plays in supporting programs that
provide lifelong learning opportunities to communities across the country—often ones in
disenfranchised urban and rural areas that otherwise would have no access to arts
education.
With your support, the arts sector can continue to strengthen these important programs
and increase arts education for every American.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Herman
Executive Director
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To:
The Members of Congress
From: The National Music Council of the United States
Date: March 21, 2017
The members of the National Music Council, who together represent some one million
individuals that derive a substantial part of their income from the music community,
are unified in supporting music education. We recognize how much a balanced,
sequential education that includes music can bring to the development of our young
people, as we have all, individually and collectively, seen the impact that music
education has on the social, physical, and intellectual growth of students. Moreover,
we have all watched with great interest the growing body of research that backs up
our long-held belief in the essential importance of music education.
Sadly, we have also seen the growth of forces that stand in the way of every child
receiving the benefits of music education. Sometimes these forces are political;
sometimes they are budgetary; and sometimes they are simply administrative. In all
cases, however, they can be easily overcome with a simple commitment (reflected in
legislation and in funding) to provide our children with the benefits of music education.
In light of this, we ask your commitment for the following legislative recommendations:
•

Complete the Appropriations Process for Fiscal Year 2017: If another stopgap
spending measure is applied to finish the remainder of the Fiscal Year, the
Every Student Succeeds Act’s (ESSA) first year of implementation would be
severely hampered;

•

Follow ESSA’s congressional intent, and ensure states, districts, charters, and
local schools have the most flexibility to spend their federal dollars where
needed. Robust funding for all well-rounded programs, including Title IV, Part
A, must be a priority to protect this flexibility.

•

Support Access to Music Education for the Most Disadvantaged Students by
Fully Funding Title I, Part A

•

Support Professional Development for Music Educators by Fully Funding Title
I, Part A, Title II, Part A and Title IV, Parts A and F

•

Support Access to Music Education as Part of a “Well Rounded Education” by
fully funding Title IV, Part A

We will all benefit from these measures: the music industry, which contributes
significantly to our national economy; professional performers, who add immeasurably
to our local community economies; composers, arrangers, and publishers, who bring
the riches of cultural creation to our national life; and most of all, our children. We
thank you for your consideration of these important goals and look forward to
discussing them with you!

425 Park Street Upper Montclair, New Jersey 07043 973.655.7974 [VOX] 973.655.5432 [FAX]
www.musiccouncil.org

sandersd@mail.montclair.edu

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
As the national service organization for the opera community and a National Partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017,
OPERA America encourages you to support federal policy that will strengthen the arts in America.
Founded in 1970, OPERA America has an international membership that includes nearly 150 Professional
Company Members, 300 Associate and Business Members, 2,000 Individual Members and over 16,000
subscribers to its electronic news service. OPERA America is dedicated to supporting the creation, presentation,
and enjoyment of opera, drawing on resources from within and beyond the opera field to advance a mutually
beneficial agenda that serves and strengthens the field in the United States.
On behalf of OPERA America’s membership and those that it serves, we urge you to strengthen federal support
for the arts in the following ways:


Continue bi-partisan support with a budget of $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts
(NEA) in the FY 20018 Interior Appropriations bill in order to preserve access to the cultural,
educational, and economic benefits of the arts and to advance creativity and innovation in
communities across the U.S.;



Preserve incentives for charitable giving by protecting the full scope and value of the tax deduction for
all forms of charitable gifts and ensure that any comprehensive tax reform legislation encourages
more giving by Americans;



Appropriate $30 million for the Assistance for Arts Education (AAE) programs in the FY 2018 LaborHHS-Education appropriations bill, authorized under Title IV of the Every Student Succeeds Act;



Strengthen equitable access to arts education in a Well-Rounded Education in the Every Student
Succeeds Act;



Appropriate $100 million to the Office of Citizen Exchanges within the State Department’s Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs within the FY 2018 State and Foreign Operations appropriations bill;



Enact the Arts Require Timely Service (ARTS) provision, which will require U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) to reduce the total processing time for petitions filed by, or on behalf
of, nonprofit arts-related organizations and make the processing of artist visas more accessible,
reliable and efficient;

Urge the FCC to offer interference protection to performing arts entities and to restore access to a reliable geolocation database and preserve nonprofit performing arts, education, and media organizations’ financial
investments in technical equipment.
We encourage you to support funding and policies that continue to strengthen opera and the performing arts in
communities across the nation.
Sincerely,

Marc A. Scorca
President and CEO

Brandon Gryde
Director of Government Affairs

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
The National Performance Network and Visual Artists Network (NPN/VAN) is a proud National CoSponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2017. Through our network of more than 75 arts organizations in the
U.S., we provide performing and visual artists with the resources needed to develop and tour new
work, ensure arts leaders have the skills and opportunities to be change-makers in the arts
presenting field, and work to influence cultural policy for more just and artist-centered practices. In
our 32-year history, we have reached 3.5 million audience members and supported 4,700 artist
projects employing over 21,000 artists; and we have provided $26 million in direct support to artists
and organizations and leveraged another $44 million, resulting in a $70 million investment.
On behalf of the communities we represent throughout the U.S., rural and urban, we ask you to
support our nation’s arts and cultural heritage by standing with us on the following key issues:
 Support the National Endowment for the Arts, recognizing that its core funding programs
are critical to nurturing the growth and artistic excellence of thousands of organizations and
artists, and ensuring every community in the country has access to quality arts experiences.
While the federal investment in the arts is modest, the arts sector in return generates nearly
$30 billion in government revenue annually, stretching every public dollar to leverage
additional funding, invest in jobs, and provide services to our communities.
 Improve Visa Processing for Artists from Abroad by enacting the Arts Require Timely Service
provision through U.S. Citizenship and Immigration, ensuring our communities experience arts
from across the globe to better understand the world and the diversity of the U.S.
 Promote Cultural Exchange through the State Department’s Office of Citizen Exchanges and
encourage cross-cultural understanding around the globe through cultural diplomacy.
Thank you for your leadership and we look forward to strengthening our communities together.
Sincerely,

Caitlin Strokosch
President & CEO

March 21, 2017
Dear Members of Congress:
The New England Foundation for the Arts (NEFA) is a proud National Partner of Arts Advocacy
Day 2017. NEFA invests in the arts to enrich communities in New England and beyond, and we serve
as a regional partner for the National Endowment for the Arts, New England’s state arts agencies,
and private foundations. NEFA represents a constituency of 30,000 artists, creative businesses and
arts and cultural nonprofit organizations in New England, all of whom are represented on
CreativeGround, NEFA’s online directory of cultural enterprises in New England. The nonprofit
cultural sector alone in New England employs 53,000 people, and has generated a total economic
impact on the broader New England economy of over $8 billion in revenue for regional businesses
and over 83,000 jobs for regional workers (New England’s Creative Economy: Nonprofit Sector
Impact, 2011.)
To support employment, economic impact and excellence in the creative sector, I ask that you:
1. Support a budget of $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in the FY
2017 Interior Appropriations bill. This will preserve access to the cultural, educational, and
economic benefits of the arts and advance creativity and innovation in communities across
the United States.
2. Furthermore, for FY18, reject all attempts to terminate or reduce the size and scope of the
NEA. Through partnerships with state arts agencies, organizations such as the New England
Foundation for the Arts, local leaders, other federal agencies, and the philanthropic sector,
the NEA supports arts learning and extends its work to promote access to the arts in every
community across America. Every congressional district is served by an NEA grant!
With support from the federal government, the New England Foundation for the Arts made grants of
$829,947 to 81 New England communities. This ensures that music, dance, theater, and public art
animate the lives of all New Englanders. In addition, access to the arts fosters the innovation and
creative thinking that will help our communities prosper in the future, attract tourism, and retain
young people.
All of these extraordinary benefits are made possible by the National Endowment for the Arts. The
$148 million budget of the NEA represents just 0.025% of federal nondefense discretionary
spending. Each $1 in NEA grant funds leverages another $9 from other public and private sources,
generating a stimulus of nearly $1.5 billion.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Cathy Edwards
Executive Director

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress,
I am writing you on behalf of the New York State Dance Education Association (NYSDEA) as National
Partners for Arts Advocacy Day 2017. We as New Yorkers have a rich history of being leaders in art and especially
dance. Millions of people and millions of dollars come into New York every year as a result of dance. As the primary
organization representing dance educators in New York State, including private and public school teachers, studio
owners, studio teachers, arts based not-for-profits focused on dance and college professors, we are deeply concerned
that any cut to either arts or educational funding will disproportionately affect New York.
●

●

●

We are specifically asking the you support appropriation of $30 million for the Assistance for Arts Education
(AAE) programs in the FY 2017 Labor-HHS- Education appropriations bill. The Assistance for Arts
Education programs are authorized under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).
To support a budget of 155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in FY 2017 Interior
appropriations bill in order to preserve access to the cultural, educational and economic benefits of the arts and
to advance creativity and innovation across the United States, but especially in New York State.
We urge Congress to fully fund and implement the Well Rounded Education Provisions as part of the Every
Student Succeeds Act to make sure equitable access to arts education is ensured. To do this we ask:
● Make explicit the opportunity for arts to help achieve Title I objectives
● To support early childhood program implementation, Maintain the Creative Arts expression Framework
and keep the arts in the definition of “Essential Domains of School Readiness” for preschool grants.
● Improve the U.S. Department of Education’s national data collection regarding what students know
and are able to do in the arts and the conditions for teaching and learning in arts education.
● Thoroughly implement the professional development opportunities for arts educators and school
leaders in title II, the Student Support and Academic Enrichment program that include the arts and the
expanded STEM program eligibility for the arts in Title IV.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration of these matters which impact all New Yorkers.
Sincerely
Daniel Reichert
Director of Advocacy
New York State Dance Education Association
P.O. Box 177 Brockport, NY 14420-017
212-560-2309 info@nysdea.org

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
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PEN AMERICA

PEN America is proud to be a National Partner for Arts Advocacy Day 2017.
Founded in 1922, PEN America stands at the intersection of literature and
human rights to protect open expression at home and abroad. PEN America’s
membership comprises over 4,500 writers, editors, and other literary
professionals across the country, including such internationally-recognized
writers as Barbara Kingsolver, Toni Morrison, and Philip Roth. We operate over
130 public programs annually, including the country’s most comprehensive
literary awards program and the U.S.A.’s only international literary festival.
PEN America is deeply concerned about reports that the Trump Administration
plans to eliminate funding for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), the
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), and privatize the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting (CPB). As you know, these programs were established in the
1960s with bipartisan support. The NEA and the NEH support thousands of
cultural projects in every U.S. state and territory, including programs that serve
the physically and mentally handicapped, children, and our veterans. More than
1,000 local public radio stations and 366 public television stations across the
country are supported by CPB. Abolishing the NEA and the NEH or privatizing the
CPB would deprive countless Americans of access to valuable programs on
literature, arts, and culture.
We also note our opposition to the January 2017 Executive Order banning the
entry of immigrants from seven different countries. This travel ban denies
Americans crucial opportunities to engage with artists and performers from
these countries, and will diminish our proud status as a global cultural leader.
We ask you to ensure that the NEA, NEH, and CPB are all fully funded in this
year’s budget and in future years, to ensure that all communities continue to
benefit from their vital work. We further ask you to exercise your legislative
authority and influence to reverse the course set by the recent Executive Order.
Sincerely,

Suzanne Nossel
Executive Director, PEN America
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1211 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20036
202.207.3850 (p)
202.833.1542 (f)
www.theperformingartsalliance.org

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
The Performing Arts Alliance (PAA) is pleased to be a National Partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017. We
join our fellow arts advocates in asking your support for policies recognizing the importance of the arts in
the United States.
PAA is a multi-disciplinary coalition of national service organizations from the professional nonprofit
performing arts field. We advocate for national policies that enhance and foster the contributions our sector
makes to our nation. On behalf of our members and their audiences, we ask you to support the following
actions:
Appropriate $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA). NEA grants support
educational, artistic, and cultural programs in every congressional district. This federal investment places
value on the role of arts and culture in our society, and these investments spur economic activity in the
communities of the recipient arts organizations.
Protect the full value and scope of the charitable deduction as you consider comprehensive tax
reform. Support the nonprofit sector by standing against any changes to the charitable deduction which
would hinder nonprofit organizations’ cultural, artistic, social, and educational, services to their
communities.
Appropriate $30 million for the Assistance for Arts Education programs. The arts are considered a
“well rounded” subject in the Every Student Succeeds Act, and the U.S. Department of Education’s arts
education grants have served over 230 congressional districts in 33 states. Grants support professional
development for K-12 school teachers and administrators in arts-based instructional methods that
encourage students to think critically and creatively, and work collaboratively in all areas of academia.
Enact the Arts Require Timely Service (ARTS) provision requiring U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services to implement reasonable processing times, as required by law, for O and P petitions filed by or for
U.S. nonprofit arts organizations. This provision has strong bipartisan backing and would support arts
organizations that engage foreign guest artists in their educational and artistic programs.
Appropriate $110 million to the State Department’s Office of Citizen Exchanges. The Office’s Cultural
Programs Division focuses on cultural diplomacy by sending U.S. artists abroad as ambassadors to build
bridges and share our nation’s rich artistic and cultural traditions.
We envision a United States in which the diverse ecology of the performing arts is deeply-valued and
supported, adequately and equitably resourced, and where participation is accessible to all. Your support
for the arts in the areas mentioned here will help us achieve this vision.
Sincerely,

Mario Garcia Durham
Chair, Performing Arts Alliance

Cristine Davis
General Manager, Performing Arts Alliance

Members: Alternate ROOTS | American Composers Forum | Association of Performing Arts Presenters | Chamber Music America | Chorus America
Dance/USA Fractured Atlas | National Alliance for Musical Theatre | National Association of Latino Arts and Cultures
National Performance Network | Network of Ensemble Theaters | New Music USA | OPERA America | Theatre Communications Group

March 21, 2017
Dear Members of Congress:
Screen Actors Guild – American Federation of Television and Radio Artists is proud to be a National
Partner of Arts Advocacy Day 2017. Our professional union members create film, television, music,
radio, and news content that contributes to this nation’s rich cultural heritage, and provides plentiful
opportunities for all Americans (regardless of their age, gender, background, income, or geographical
location) to experience the wonders of art.
To continue the prosperity of our nation’s creative economy, SAG-AFTRA urges Congress to support
adequate funding for the following:




National Endowment for the Arts. Soon Congress and the White House will begin the process
for reviewing the NEA’s fiscal year 2018 operating budget. We strongly support the preservation
of funding for this agency. In exchange for a relatively minuscule federal investment, arts-based
industries and institutions gain access to economic and cultural studies, and arts organizations and
artists across the country receive grants they can then leverage into additional funding.
Furthermore, since NEA theater grants reach communities outside of New York and California,
this money also has the ripple effect of encouraging nationwide film and television production.
Without local theater production, producers would lack access to local, professional talent. For
example, when the NEA grants money to local Georgia theater companies like the Horizon
Theatre Company or Georgia Shakespeare, they are also training local talent to work inside of
Georgia’s thriving film and television industry, which pays out $1.77 billion in wages for
production- and distribution-related jobs.
Arts Education. We agree with others in the arts community that a complete education includes
coursework in the arts, the humanities, science, and technology. Students who are engaged in the
arts perform better both academically and socially, and are more likely to mature into creative,
innovative workers. A proper arts education also fosters the next generation of performing artists,
singers, and broadcasters who we hope to welcome into our membership.

SAG-AFTRA also urges Congress to oppose the Local Radio Freedom Act, and to instead support the
Fair Play Fair Pay Act. At present, AM/FM (terrestrial) radio does not pay a cent to the musicians,
vocalists, comedians, or recording artists who make the music or comedy we hear on those stations. It is
time to correct this disparate treatment under the law; Congress should grant artists in the music industry
a full and proper public performance right for the use of their work.
In closing, SAG-AFTRA believes federal support for the arts makes it possible for all Americans to
engage in this cultural exchange by breaking down barriers to access, and ensures the continued growth of
our creative economy, which is an essential, booming U.S. economic sector.
Sincerely,

Jeffrey Bennett
Chief Deputy General Counsel

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress,
South Arts is a National Co-Sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2017. We are a nonprofit regional arts
organization with the mission of strengthening the South through advancing excellence in the arts,
connecting the arts to key state and national policies and nurturing a vibrant quality of life. We work in
partnership with the nine state arts agencies of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana,
Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee. Together, we serve a very large and diverse
population. South Arts carries out its work with the support of the National Endowment for the Arts.
We feel strongly about the importance of the issues coming before this Congress. Specifically, we urge
you to support the following:
Federal Cultural Agencies: We ask you to support a budget of $149.8 million for the National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA). This figure would enable the NEA to maintain its core programs and
support the existing state/regional/federal partnership to reach constituents throughout the country with
transformative arts experiences.
Arts Education: We ask you to ensure that well-rounded arts provisions in the new law (Every Student
Succeeds Act; PL 114-95) are fully implemented; to support funding for the Assistance for Arts Education
program at the U.S. Department of Education at $30 million; and to support full funding of the Student
Support and Academic Enrichment grant program at its authorized level of $1.65 billion.
CREATE Act: We ask you to support the Comprehensive Resources for Entrepreneurs in the Arts to
Transform the Economy (CREATE) Act, which aims to more thoroughly serve the people, places, and
programs that make our nation’s creative economy prosper in all its cultural, social, and commercial
forms.
Tax Legislation: We urge you to cosponsor legislation allowing artists to take a fair-market value
deduction for contributions of their own work to museum, libraries, and cultural institutions. We also ask
you to preserve incentives for charitable giving including tax deductibility and the IRA Rollover—
allowing tax-free distributions from individual retirement accounts to increase charitable giving. Finally
we call on you to reject any attempts to divide the charitable sector by favoring certain types of charities
over others.
We thank you for supporting all of the issues included in this Congressional Arts Handbook on behalf of
the creative and historic work of America’s cultural organizations.
Respectfully yours,

Suzette M. Surkamer
Executive Director

1800 PEACHTREE STREET NW . SUITE 808 | ATLANTA . GEORGIA 30309
PHONE 404.874.7244 | FAX 404.873.2148 | EMAIL SOUTHARTS@SOUTHARTS.ORG

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
The Recording Academy is proud to be a National Co-Sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2017. On
February 12, the Academy celebrated music’s biggest night at the 59th GRAMMY Awards in
Los Angeles. And while The Recording Academy is best known for the GRAMMY Awards, it
is also the only trade association that represents all music creators: songwriters, performers, and
studio professionals. On behalf of its 24,000 members, The Recording Academy protects the
rights of music makers and advances their interests on important policy matters.
This year, Congress will consider many issues that affect music creators. Specifically, The
Recording Academy urges you to:








Ensure that copyright law empowers individuals to create and protects their creativity.
Reform music licensing so that all music creators are fairly compensated for their work.
Oppose the so-called “Local Radio Freedom Act” which puts Congress on the record against
intellectual property and the rights of creators.
Support music and arts education in the implementation of the Every Student Succeeds Act.
Protect wireless microphone users as the FCC implements the broadcast incentive auction.
Improve visa processing for foreign guest artists to enhance cultural exchange.
Preserve charitable giving incentives that sustain non-profit organizations including the
GRAMMY Foundation and MusiCares.

As you consider these and other issues, I invite you to use The Recording Academy as a resource
that speaks for the individuals who create the music we all love and enjoy.
Sincerely,

Daryl P. Friedman
Chief Industry, Government & Member Relations Officer
The Recording Academy

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
On behalf of Theatre Communications Group – the national service organization for the American
theatre – and the nearly 500 not-for-profit theatres across the country that comprise our
membership, we urge you to support National Endowment for the Arts funding at $155
million, arts education programs funding at the U.S. Department of Education at $30
million, enlightened tax policies benefiting the arts, and the FCC’s protection of wireless
microphones by preserving access to a reliable geo-location database. Nearly 1,800 not-forprofit professional theatres in the U.S., those that filed IRS Form 990, present performances to a
combined annual attendance of nearly 30 million people; the positive effects of your support will
be tremendous.
Our country’s not-for-profit theatres develop innovative educational activities and outreach
programs, providing millions of young people, including “at-risk” youth, with important skills for
the future by expanding their creativity and developing problem-solving, reasoning and
communication abilities – preparing today’s students to become tomorrow’s citizens. Our theatres
present new works and serve as catalysts for economic growth in their local communities. NEAfunded theatres have become increasingly responsive to their communities, producing work that
reflects and celebrates the strength of our nation’s diversity. At the same time, these theatres
provide artistic homes to nurture and develop the current generation of acclaimed writers, actors,
directors, and designers, who also work on Broadway and in film and television industries.
Indeed, the entire not-for-profit arts industry stimulates the economy, creates jobs, and attracts
tourism dollars. The not-for-profit arts generate $135.2 billion annually in economic activity,
support 4.13 million jobs, and return $9.59 billion in federal income taxes. Art museums, exhibits,
and festivals combine with performances of theatre, dance, opera, and music to draw tourists and
their consumer dollars to communities nationwide. Federal funding of the arts is uniquely valuable
and creates a significant return, generating many more dollars in matching funds for each federal
dollar awarded, and is clearly an investment in the economic health of America. The arts play an
integral role in our national life and public discourse and strengthen the creative capacity of our
communities by providing all Americans diverse opportunities for arts participation. Every
American should be entitled to the benefits of arts engagement, and every community should be
able to recognize and celebrate its aspirations and achievements through the arts. Maintaining the
strength of the not-for-profit sector, along with the commercial sector, is vital to the economic
health of our nation.
Theatre Communications Group, as a National Co-Sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day 2017, urges
you to support funding for FY18 for the NEA, so that not-for-profit professional arts organizations
can continue to educate and entertain audiences, train the next generation of artists, better equip
tomorrow’s citizens, and generate local revenue nationwide.
Sincerely,

Teresa Eyring
Executive Director

Laurie Baskin
Director of Research, Policy & Collective
Action

March 21, 2017
Dear Member of Congress:
Theatre Development Fund is a proud National Partner for Arts Advocacy Day this March. TDF
is dedicated to making the unique experience of live theatre and dance available to everyone.
Since our founding in 1968, TDF has provided more than 90 million people with access to the
performing arts, including students and people with disabilities.
On behalf of the audiences and artists that we serve, we urge you to preserve bi-partisan support
of a budget of $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts in the FY 2018 Interior
Appropriations bill. The mission of the NEA is to strengthen the creative capacity of our
communities by providing everyone in America with diverse opportunities for arts participation.
The NEA envisions a nation in which everyone benefits from arts engagement, and every
community recognizes and celebrates its aspirations and achievements through the arts. TDF
understands the importance of preserving access to the cultural, educational and economic
benefits of the arts, and we hope that you will support this, too.
We thank you for your continued support of the arts and audiences in our communities. With
your help, we can make the performing arts accessible to everyone.
Sincerely,

Victoria Bailey
Executive Director

