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Stimulus Bill Compromise Will Help Save Thousands of Arts Workers Jobs

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Americans for the Arts President and CEO Robert L. Lynch gave the
following statement as the House of Representatives voted 246 to 183 to pass the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act today:

“It was not politics as usual in Washington, as the Congressional conferees’ final version of the
bill seized the opportunity to provide much-needed stimulus support for the nation’s creative
workforce. The National Endowment for the Arts will distribute $50 million of the stimulus
funds to arts projects in all 50 states which specifically preserve jobs in the nonprofit arts
sector that have been most hurt by the economic downturn. Additionally, the final version of
the stimulus bill further recognized the role the arts play in the overall U.S. economy by
removing the Senate ban on state and local governments from using any of the recovery
funds to benefit museums, theaters, and art centers.

The nation’s 100,000 nonprofit arts organizations and their audiences generate $166.2 billion
annually in U.S. economic activity. They support 5.7 million jobs and provide nearly $30 billion
in government revenue. This economic stimulus will minimize the concern that ten percent of
arts groups could close this year and helps save thousands of arts workers from losing their
jobs.

We applaud the leadership of House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, House Appropriations Chair David
Obey, House Appropriations Subcommittee on the Interior Chair Rep. Norm Dicks, and
Congressional Arts Caucus Co-Chair Rep. Louise Slaughter. Their clear understanding of the
economic impact of the arts has helped to educate the entire Congress on this important
issue.

President Obama has said he wants ‘to use the bully pulpit...to promote the importance of
arts and arts education in America’ because ‘the arts help to promote the economic
development of countless communities.” As the legislative agenda continues beyond the



stimulus bill, leaders in Washington—both Democrat and Republican—should continue to
recognize and firmly support the essential contribution of the arts to the growth of our
economy. The arts provide cultural and economic benefits and real jobs for real people. They
are fundamental in putting Americans back to work.”

The Senate is set to vote on the stimulus bill this evening.

Americans for the Arts mounted a major advocacy and advertising campaign entitled
“Arts=Jobs” to urge the White House and Congress to include funding for the arts in the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. Its grassroots network of 100,000 arts advocates
and local, state, and national arts partners have sent more than 85,000 messages to their
members of Congress since January. An additional 15,500 letters and countless blog entries
were written and sent by advocates to local and online media to expand the public
understanding of the very real role of the arts in the economy.

In addition to NEA recovery funds, the American Recovery and Investment Act provides
opportunities throughout the federal government to help components of the nonprofit arts
sector. Many of these other opportunities correspond closely with Americans for the Arts’
Recommendations for Economic Recovery & the Arts to help nonprofit and governmental arts
groups as well as individual artists during this economic downturn.

Americans for the Arts is the leading nonprofit organization for advancing the arts and arts education in
America. With offices in Washington, D.C. and New York City, it has a record of more than 50 years of
service. Americans for the Arts is dedicated to representing and serving local communities and creating
opportunities for every American to participate in and appreciate all forms of the arts. Additional
information is available at www.AmericansForTheArts.org.
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